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And now Judge Noah Davis ivants llio constitution amended 
80 Ihat a general law cau be passei regulating mai-riage aiul 
divorce. O j r State Jaws oa iliia subj:ct are " confusion worse 
confounded," A woman ia a wife ia one State and a mistress ia 
anoiher. Children are legitimate in one sectionof the countiy and 
bastards elsewhere. This creates unnecessary unUappiness in tens of 
thousands of homes. A general law affeciing all the States 13 
greatly needed, but this cau never be securod unbs t , aa pfiipoaed 
in T H E RECORD AND GUIDE two years ago, a national constitutional 
conveuiiou ia lield to amend our fundamental law ia thia as ia other 
important particulars. 

- . . . . — o — - — 

Tiie proposition to issue one and two dollar silver certificates 13 a 
foolish one. We ought to liave gold and silver in actual circula­
tion as is lb« cnse ia Great Britain, France and Germany. Con­
gress should withdraw the fives and tens of boih llie greenback 
end national bauk iijsues. This would leavea vacuum lo befilted 
by silver dollars and gold eagles and Jialf eagles. Were this done, 
and ahundred and fifty millions of gold and silver be demanded for 
the retail traffic of lbe country, there would be far less gold eent 
abroad. But we want no more small billa. Let us have actual 
metallic cash. 

Tho Civil Code now before the Legislature is vigorously de­
nounced by Professor D.vig!it, of Columbia College L iw School, 
because of its interference with the old relations of landlord and 
tenant. He claims that should tlie code be enacted- landlords will 
be at a serious disadvantage ; that a tenant could make repairs of 
his own notion and charge it against tlje owner. There is not much 
likelihood of the code being accepted. The lawyers fear it would 
cut down their profits, aa well as to force them to study the new 
relations «h i ch will be caused between plaintiffs and defendants. 

o •—~ 

Why do not the property holders interested form an association 
to push forward the Harlem River improvement? This matter bas 
bet?n discussed for half a century. The United States has made the 
necessary appropriation to at least begin the work, and yet selfish 
interests are allowed to interfere with its inauguration. The people 
who live in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards are at a 
serious disadvantage BO long as the present state of affairs con­
tinues. There are no efficient meana of supplying the centrttl zone 
of the annexed district with buildiog material, while coal and 
other bulky articles are very costly because of iasuffijient dockage 
on the Havlera River front. Personal interests seem to have some­
thing to do with the delay of this needed improvement. Every 
proposition made to Congress involves the name of a would-be 
contractor who wishes to boss the job. Thia is a matter of vital 
interest, not only to the owners iif property lying on each sideof the 
Harlem River but to the city at large and the commerce of the 
couutry. Au associatioa of property holders ought to take this 
matter in hand and see that the work is prosecuted. 

Mr. Abram L, Earle sends ua a communication printed else­
where anent the cable road system. AVhat he says should have 
weight, a i he was ooe of the Rapid Transit Commissioners who laid 
out the routes for the cable roads. There is no doubt but that 
the cable would be an improvement upon horse power. Betier 
t ime can be made with it and the riding is pleasanter. Tbe 
backers of this system of street roads seem to have abundance of 
enterprise and money but some of their methods show lack of 
judgment. The meetings held under their auspices at Cooper Insti­
tute were ridiculous affairs. Singing and harp playing is not the 
way to commend a grave money-making project to the business 
men of a commercial metropolis. Then the employment of so 
absurd a person as Frank Spinola lo represent tliem at Albany was 
a serious blunder. But with nil that the cable cchenie, forooniplete-
ness and the accoramodntion of the public is fur preferable to 
the monopoly which tlie horae car-companies are trying to get by 
tha aid of the Legislature and the city press. We aj« also of tbe 

opinion that any pystem which may he endorsed by the aulhoritioe 
should agree to i>ny a percentage of the gross receipts iuto the city 
treasury. Had our rulers wisdom in tlie past, the ferry, gas, horse-
car and elevated companies would to-day be paying into the city 
treasury a sum equivalent to one-third of our assessed taj^es. 

The builders are not satisfied with the shape in which the new 
building law is now before the Legislature; what they demand is 
the riglit of appeal from the decision of the Superintendent of 
Buildings to the Board of Examiners. In the draft of the bill be­
fore the Legislature such an appeal is permitted if the builder can 
induce tlie Superintendent to permit its being made. Now tho 
present Superintendent may be always right, but then he may have 
a successor who would be often wrorg, and the builders do not 
think they should be absolutely at tlie mercy of even the most 
ronecientiijus public ofiicer, A memcrial has been prepared by the 
Reai Estate Owners'and Builders' Associaiion setting fori li ihe facia 
iu the case and proposing suitable amendments to ihe law. Build­
ers can gi't copies rf lliis document by applying to John Graham, 
secretary, No. 30-J East Foriy-third street. Tlieiiitenlion ia to have 
as many names of leading builders and ar-hitects as can be pro­
cured so as to impress the Legislature and insure t.ho passage of tho 
proposed amendment. 

• . 0 — • 

E'litor Murat Hilstead, an old-time advocate of " t h e dcllar of 
our daddies" is now anxious that the coinage of silver dollars 
should stop. Uti wanta to bring Great llriiain, Gern a i y , I 'a ly 
and the other gold unit nations to their senses by wiUidrawing iho 
support no\v given by the Uoited Scales to tha price of ailver 
bullion by the coinage of two million dollars a momli of standard 
dollari. Should Ihis be done there would, of course, ba a stiU 
greater fall in lbe price of silver bullion, and tl e dollars iu exist­
ence, which now represent between eighty-five and eighty-six aa 
compared wilh gold, would probably full to seventj-five or seventy. 
The real phenomenon would, of course, be an enliancement in llio 
value of gold and a gr^'at enrichment of the capitaliot, band-
liolding and fixed income classes. Bat it would be a terrible blow 
to the bu-*iness world, and impose fng'-.iful burdens on the debtor 
class. The trade of the world is st iguant and depressed because of 
the attempt of the commercial nations to make the one precious 
metal do the work of both. Stopping our silver coinage would 
undoubtedly pracipitate a crisis in all the money markets of Iho 
world, The commerce of mankind reqniies all the gold aud all 
the silver, as welt as all the paper that can be used convertible iuto 
gold and silver, to carry it on successfully. Any legislation which 
contracts the curreni'y of the world is sure to be followed by a 
period of poignant distress. 

A Queer Decision. 
Judge Van Brunt's decision in the Mauhattan-Metropolifan dis­

pute is, to say the least, peculiar. Ha whitewashes Jay Gould and 
his associates. Theso gentlemen were_ n : t guilty of any wrong. 
It was desirable that the elevated road system should be cousoli-
dsted, and the Metropolitan Company had uothing to complain of 
in the preference given to tha ^east aide elevated, or to the aix per 
cent, allottgd by the October agreement. Still, according to .fudge 
Van Brunt, the lease at the reduced rental was invalid, because tbe 
matter had not been submitted to the stockholders for ralification. 
This is in direct conflict with Judge Blatcbford's decision, wbich 
says directors have the right to do what Judge Van Brunt declares 
to be beyond their powers. 

Tbia, like nearly all recent decisions, is made in tbe intereat of 
courti^, lawyers aud speculators, and is a grievoua tax levied upon 
corporate property to beneflt alien interest. Three cUar-beaded 
businessmen could have settled every point in di.'^pute iu tho 
elevated road litigation in three days' tiiue, at a cost that ahould 
uot exceed two iiundred dollars. It wilt be probably five yeara 
from its commencement before our courts will get through wilh 
ibis matter while in the meantime lawyers will run up their bills 
into the mil'.ioas. Tbese and similar prDceedings are a mockory of 
justice. Our courts, with their costs and delays, are fast becoming 
the giant nuisance of the age. 

There is one thin,:; that looks queer. When Judge Van Brunt 
had written that portion of his opini'jn which justified Jay Gjuld 
and Jiis associatea in making the lease, Manhattan stock went up 
sixteen points, and when he finally decided against the validity of 
the lease the stock fell to ita old figure, two weeks before his ver­
dict waa made public. Some one seemed to know all about the 
opinion while it was being written, and when it waa fiii.illy given 
t o t h e public thero waa scarcely any change in the quotation, fo 
accurately h id aome one in Wall street gurssed at the result 
beforehand. No one of course suspects Judge Van Brunt of any 
wrong-doing, but ihou-iandj of shares w o e bought and sold by 
opernlors who seemed to know what hia decisioii would bo. Tho 
rnost inJefensi'jle pjrtioa of this opiniju is its reb;ibilitalion of the 
characters of tbe engineers of this Manhattan deal. I t ia kuQwn 
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to every sensible person in buaineas circles that Gould, Field, Sage 
and Compauy used all speculative aud court machinery to freeze 
out the Manhattan stockholders so that the conspirators could get 
possession of it at low figures; that, having secured the majority 
of the stock, they made a bargain among themselves which would 
give a value to Manhattan at tbe expense of the leased roads. The 
east side elevated stockholders were really treated worse than 
the shareholders of the Metropolitan, for the bulk of the profits of 
the elevated system comes from that road. 

Our Prophetic Department. 
MR. BOTINE—Is not the active movem^^nt in real estate a fore­

runner of a better state of things in the general trade of tbe coun­
try ? Aa all wealth is derived from land and labor, surely the most 
solid foundation for prosperity would be a wholsesome demand for 
real property. I for one look for a better condition of affairs before 
the summer is over. 

SIR OSACLE—It is all very well to be hopeful, but I confess to 
being afflicted with the blue devils just now. The business out­
look is not cheering. The buying of real estate simply shows that 
money is cheap because unused in business, and as people are look­
ing for a retiirn tbey invest in property which promises to remain 
productive. If land could be used as an asset for borrowing money 
from the banks the absorption of the loose capital in real estate 
would do no harm, but under our absurd land laws realty is at a 
disadvantage compared wifch personal property. The money put 
into it is unavailable for other enterprises. 

MR. B.—But why are you discouraged at the outlook? So far 
we have had a most favorable year for giving us good crops 
next summer and'fall. You are on record as predicting tbe great-
eat corn crop by 500,000,000 bushels ever grown in the United 
States, Winter wheat never looked so promising. The seaaon has 
-been favorable also for all our agricultural products. What then 
is there to be blue about ? 

S I R O.—The fact that there is no market for our agricultural 
products with other nations and that we shall be forced to send 
gold abroad in such quantities as to seriously imperil our whole 
financial structure. There seems to be no chance of oar shipping 
wheat. Cotton ia dearer in New York than in Liverpool. We can 
send but little pork abroad, and so with other articles. Europe 
will not take our securities and hence exchange is not only against 
ua but there is little or no prospect of avoiding constant and large 
shipments of gold to meet our indebtedness. Now we can stand 
the loss of twenty, thirty, or even flfty milliona, but double that 
sum shipped to England and France might create distrust, A 
sudden demand for gold by the holders of greenbacks might lead 
to a suspension of gold payments. As Senator Sherman pointed 
out in the Tribune Tecently-ihis would cause a violent contraction 
of tbe currency and there would be a panic in prices. 

MR. B.—Your fears are imaginary. We have $600,000,000 in 
gold in the country, more than double the amount we had on 
hand when specie payments were resumed. Then our silver cur­
rency would be a help if the pressure should come. With plenty of 
food and cheap cotton, I d o not see how we can either starve or 
go naked. 

SIR 0.—Yet it is a curious fact that hard times have come in 
face of abundant crops. It ia true the partial failure of the corn 
crop in 1881 waa disastrous, but the better crop of 1882, and the 
splendid yield of wheat in the same year not only failed to brnig 
about better times but it is believed really forwarded the liquida­
tion which has been going on for the past three years. The world 
is full of cheap food, cheap cotton and cotton goods, and cheap 
woollens and yet there is stagnation in all the centres of trade. 
The bourses of Europe repeat the experiences of our Stojk 
Exchange in the way of dullness and declining prices. 

MR. B.—And this is due to what ? 
S IR O.—To tbe experiment now being tried by the commercial 

world to make gold the sole unit of value. The legislation of the 
various nations, as well as the action of the commercial bodiea 
against silver is a virtual contraction of the monies of the world. 
I t is a terrific tax laid by the creditor upon the debtor clasa. The 
very rich are few, while the great bulk of the buainess community, 
all manufacturera, employers and projectors of new enterprises 
belong to the borrowing class. I t is these last that have suffered 
and will continue to suffer. The real phenomenon is the enhance­
ment of the value of gold, and as all past due debts must be paid in 
a currency of which gold is the yardstick, it follows that the active 
mass of mankind are being "scooped," to use an expressive vul­
garism, for the benefit of the lending corporations and individuals ; 
hence the strength of the gold unit movement with bankers, 
capitalists and the wealthy poition of the community. But I am 
amazed that brokers and business exchanges should sanction 
mono-metallism, which is creating the most poignant distress in 
commercial and business circles all over the globe. Commerce now 
has to hop about on one—a gold—leg, when formerly it walked 
upon two—that is, gold and silver. Thero is no fact more clearly 

demonstrated by history thau that an abundance of the precious 
metals assured prosperity to the trade of the world, while the disap­
pearance of gold and silver was always followed by dullness and 
subsequent heavy losses in general busineaa. It was the American 
production of silver which vivified the commerce of the world after 
the Spanish conquest of Central and South America. I t was the gold 
of California and Australia and the production of the Comstock 
lode wbich is to be credited with the vast industrial development 
in the history of the laat thirty years. If we now artificially reduce 
our precious money basis the busineaa of the world will suffer; nay, 
is even now suffering. 

MR. B,—You see no gleams of comfort then iu the horizon of the 
future? --. -. 

SIR O.—Oh, we shall not go to the bad right away. There will 
be reactions. We will have occasionally bull markets, ThejiQpu-
lation and potential wealth of the country is steadily increasing. 
Then if we have cheap food we will somehow manage to live in 
any contingency. But I foresee disaster if we send our gold abroad 
and can find no foreign market for our cereals and cotton. I think 
there will be a rally in the stock market some time during May or 
June on the promiae of the crops. I don't know but I would rather 
buy than sell on tne present market, but the prospect ahead, to 
me, is not generally encouraging. 

What the Elevator Has Done. 
The marvellous advance in the construction of buainess and 

residence dwellings in New- York and other large capitals of 
the world is clearly due to the use of the elevator. The substitu­
tion of steam for human strength in lifting people from the ground 
to the upper floors of structures haa radically changed not only 
the appearance of the streets, but our methods of living and doing 
business. Fifteen years ago these great business and apartment 
edifices were unknown. The possibilities of the elevator were 
only then beginning to be understood. But what a change has 
occurred in our leading business streets. Without the elevator 
we would have been deprived of every striking structure in New 
York. There would have been no Equitable, Mutual Life, Mills, 
Western Union, Temple Court, Morae, Field, Boreel or Tribune 
buddings, and then there are literally hundreds of apartment 
houaes which would not have been erected had it not been for this 
very simple meana of " getting up stairs." 

Of courae high buildings have their disadvantages. They imperil 
human life if not incombustible. They exclude light and air from 
neighboring houses, and then thej are manifestly out of place on 
narrow streets. But notwithstanding these drawbacks, the build­
ing of these great establishments will be continued. The average 
builder and householder is opposed to them, and cordially seconds 
the bill now before the Legislature to put a stop to their conatruc­
tion. They are, however, so comfortable, convenient and profita­
ble that no law can stand, even if enacted, limiting their height. 
New York is destined to become a city of monster buildings, and 
no legislation will avail against the inevitable. 

The public, however, haa a right to demand that these high 
structures shall be flre-proof, and that there shall be ground or 
courts about them, so that they cannot interfere with neighboring 
property. The rule should be at least 40 per cent, of vacant space 
wherever a high building is erected. The limit now demanded by 
law is too small. Life and property should be protected, but 
beyond thafc there should be no interference with capitalists who 
wish to invest in this latest outcome of business and domestic 
archi becture. 

• 
In the general street railway law passed hy the Assembly, pro­

vision ia made by which companies organized under the act shall 
pay into the city treasury a certain percentage of their gross re­
ceipts. T H E RECORD AMD GUIDE has been the only paper to urge 
thia form of taxation. I t will be far more productive to the city 
treasury than the selling of franchises at auction. This will be a 
hint to the authorities of how to deal with the Maanhafctan Ele­
vated Company's disputed taxes. An assessment upon the gross 
yearly receipts suggest a compromise that would prove beneficial 
to the city treasury and not onerous to the corporation. 

And now the papers are objecting to an appropriation by Con­
gress for the erection of suitable custom houses and postofiices in 
various parts of the country. The old cry of ' ' job " and ' ' log roll­
ing " is raised, but the fact remains that the United States is rap­
idly growiug in population and it needs new postofiices and public 
buildings. As we have a large yearly surplus, to what better use 
can it be put thau in providing work for builders and laborers, who 
would be employed for the beneflt of the public ? Some eight 
milliona we believe is called for, which is a bagatelle compared 
with our vast resources. Then should Congress authorize the 
conatruction of more naval vessels, it would help the iron market, 
keep mechanics employed, and supply us with ' what we sorely 
need, the nucleus of a navy worthy of the United States. 

Miiiiliiilii 
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The Astor Estate. 
Dealers and others interested in New York city realty have 

noticed wifch safciafaction the fact that the Aator family have been 

for some time in the market purchasing desirable unimproved 

property. Their more recent purchases have been on the west side, 

though from their former investments on the north shore of the 

Harlem it is evident that the managers of the estate believe that 

the greatest advance will be in that property which is a continua­

tion of Fifth and Madison avenues. As the Astors improve the 

vacant property they purchase, it is considered a good omen that 

•they are bee. :uing interested on the west eide. 

It is an open secret that a portion of tbe surplus of this estate has 

been of late years diverted from realty and put into Wail street 

securifciea. The Astors are known to be large owners of Delaware 

& Hudson and other coal stocks. One of the Astors is a director 

in tho Western Union Telegraph Company, and there is reason to be­

lieve that mombers of the family and their connections have invested 

in the Southwestern [securities of Mr. Gould, including Missouri, 

Kansas and Texas. They alao subscribed for West Shore bonds, 

which they subsequently sold at a heavy ICL-S. Of course, in their 

transactions the Aators have had the experience of every one who 

has bought in Wall street for the last three years, and their recent 

rather large purchases of real estate would seem to indicate that 

the members of this family are returning to first principles, and pre 

disposed to increase their fortune by resuming the policy which 

laid ita foundations. 

The Astor eatate has taken another new deperture. It is about 

to build a great office building, withjfronts on Broadway, Wall and 

Pine streets. Representatives of all the old real estate interests 

are very conservative, and rarely take up novelties in the way of 

buildiog. The great apartment and office buildings are generally 

owned by new people in real estate. The Astors, Rhinelanders, 

Goelefcs, Gilseys, Roosevelts and Lennoxes have so far avoided the 

responsibility of these new and immense structures. Experiments 

in this class of buildings were made by the insurance companies 

the Navarros, Munros, Osbornes and |Millsea, that ia, by the people 

who have made their money in other enterprises than real estate 

inveatmenta, TJie building of a great office structure by tbe Astors 

is therefore significant. That family and its advisers are evidently 

satisfied that such ventures are legitimate, as much so as the modest 

dwelling houaes and stores to which they have heretofore confined 

themselves. Perhaps the next enterprise of the Astors will be an 

apartment house. There is no doubt at all but what in a right 

kind of a structure money ia as safe as it would be in an ordinary 

houae, while it would be much more productive. 

We have already commented on the fact that the active operators 

at the salesrooms are accumulating real estate, expecting to resell 

at advanced figurea. Cautious buyers like Amos R. Eno have for 

a long time been picking up west side property, and, now that the 

Astors are buying, the average investor need not be afraid to put 

his money into real estate where it will do the most good. 

The following table shows the purchases of the Astor eatate in this 

city for four years past. In the meantime, of course, the Astors 

have sold as well as bought. Their purchases from January 1,1880, 

to date were as follows: 

2Etfa at, No. 33 W., n 8, 435 e 6th av, 25s98.B, four-story s tone front dwell g. 
Wm, Astor. April 1,1880 S30,C0O 

asth st, No 21 W., n a, ad j , 35s9S.9, four-atory s tone front dwell 'g, J o h a 
J. Aator. Feb. 3,1880 35,000 

•Macdougal at, a w cor 4th at, 27.6x91.10, four-story stone front dwell 'g, 
F. H. Delano e t a l . , truateea of W, B, Astor, dec'd. Feb. 5, 1S80 19,500 

Mott av, Cromwell Creak a n d Central av, 155th and I67th s ts . about 500 
lots, with water r ights . J o h n J a c o b Astor. April 24, 18S0 310,962 

Har lem Railroad, Harfem River, bet 156th s t and Fleetwood Park , about 
ariOlots. John Jacob Astor. April 34, 1S80 155,252 

Land under water and water r ights on Etarlem River and Cromwell 's 
Creek, about 21 acres. John J a c o b Astor. AprU 34. 1880 62,769 

Broadway, No. 560, e s , 74 a P r inces t , 23.113:100.1, f o u r s t o r y stone front 1 
store 

Broadway, No. 562, e s, ad j , 23.8x99.10. brick atore 
Broadway, No. 664, e s, ad j , 35x99.11, tbree-story s tone front dwel l 'g , . . 
Broadway, No. 566, s e cor Prince st, 25 3x99.11. three-story brick s tore 

on Broadway and three-story brick etore and dweU'g on Prince 
s t 

Prince at. No. 7B, s a, 99,10 e Broadway, 24,11x107,4, two-story brick 
laundry 
Trustees for Wm. Astor. April 30,1880 230.200 

Jerome av, e e, 45 and 48-JOO acres, par t ly in 23d and par t ly in 34th Wards , 
Wm, Astor. Aug. 7, 1880 150,084 

Wall 8t, No. 6, n s, 23.6x120.8r33.4x120,3, five-story brick office building, 
Trus tees for Wm. Astor, Aug. 19, 18B0 556.250 

Bth av, Noa, 388 and 390, s w cor 36th at. 39.5x100, two six-story fiats— I 
36th at, No. 2, s s, 100w5 thav , 35x67.5. six-story brick flat ( 

Trustees Eor John J . Astor, J a n , 13. 1881 212,000 
36th st, No. 4, s a, 135 w Sth av, 25x98.9, two-story brick s table . Trustees 

for J o h n J . Astor. Dec. 30. 1880 , 35,000 
Wall st . No. 8. n a, 114.7 e Broadway, 22x131.8, five-story offlee building. 

Trus teesfor John J . Astor. Jan.31.18e0 250,000 
Wail st . No. 10, n s, 22x121.8, flve-story office bui ldine. Trustees to r J o h n 

J . Aslor, J an . 31. 1881 350.000 
Pine st . No. 5, a a, 104.4 e Broadway, 21.2x74x21,4x74,3, four-atory brick, 

T rus tees fo r Wm. Astor. Feb, 28, 1881 88,000 
Pr inces t . No. 73, a a, 35.4 wCrosby at.35.1x108.10. three-e tory brick store. 

Trusteea of Wm. Astor. April 14, 1881 35,000 
Prince st, No. 74, s B, ad j , 35x107.4, three-story brick atore and dweil 'e, 

S a m e a s l a s t . April29, 188! 33,500 
Prince st. No. 70J^, s w cor Crosby st, 35.4x110.5x21,9x112, four-story brick 

stable. Trustees of Wm. Astor. April 25,1881 40,000 
Pine st. No, 7, s S, Trustees for John J . Aslor. April 28, 1881 100.000 
Pine at, No. 9, s a, 33.7x73x24,6x73, Trustees for J o h n J , Astor, April 29, 

1R81 100,000 
Sth av, Nos. 416-426, e s, 36 7 s 26th st, 144.3s75, flve three-story brick 

stores and dwell'ga. Trusteea for W m , Astor, May 16,1881 150,000 
UBth Bt, n s, 75 e 7th av, 100x193.8x105.3x160.9, Trustees for John J , 

Astor, May 17,1881 40,0C0 
« t h Bt, No. 148 W,, B 8, 250 e Tth av, 16x100.4, four-story s tone front 

dwell 'g. Trusteea otHonry Astor., Aug. 6^1881 IB.OO 

Boulevard, n e cor l l l t h st. 50.5x75,-vacant , 1 
l l l l h st, n 8, 75 6 Boulevard. 50x100, two and one-atory f rame s tab le , , . j 

J o h n J . A a t o r . Dec. 1, 1881 14,850 
5th av. Ko. 327, e s, 49 5 8 3Jd st, 34.8x100, four-story stone front dweU'g. 

J o h n J as tor , Feb. 10, 1S62 95,750 
8th av, No. 864, e s, 41.7 s 53d st, 19.7x80, four-story stone front s tore and 

tenem' t and two-story brick stable in rear . Trustees of Henry Astor, 
Mar.e0,1882 18,500 

Sth av, No, 4S0, w a, 74 1 s 35th st, 24.8x100, lour-story brick s tore and 
tenem't . Truateea of Henry Astor. Mar. 34, 188; 35,000 

Stb av. No. 607, w a, 74.1 n 3 9 t h 8 t , 24,8x100, four-story brick store and 
tenem' t . Trustees of Henry Astor. April JO, 1SS2 35,000 

3dav , w s , 25.5 n 44th st, 25x95, Trustees of Henry Astor. May 3, 1883.. 28,500 
eth av. No. 503, w a, 18,3 n 25lh st, 20x84.8, four-atory stone front dweU'g, 

Trustees of Henry Astor, May 8, 1883 27,600 
Wall at. No. 12, n s, 23x123.7x22x132.3. flve-story stone front ofBce build­

ing. Trus teesof J o h n J , Astor, Nov. 1, 1882 3D0,000 
Floe st. No. 3, s a, 20.1s66.1Ixl8.1ix66.10, four-story bricfc office building. 

Trusteea for William Astor. Nov. 10, 1882 100,CCO 
46ths t , No. 150 W., s E, 235 e 7th av, 15x100.4, four-story stone front 

dweU'g. Trus teesof Henry Aator. Aug. 5, 1833 16,0C0 
Sth av, a w cor S7th at, 34 9x100, four-story stone front s tore and dweil 'g 

and tbree-story brick dweirg-. Trustees of Henry Astor, Feb. 1, '83. 65,000 
Broadway, Nos. 53, 54 and 56, and 31 to 39 New st, begins Broadway, s e 

eor Exibai ige pt, 124.11x159.10 to New st, X 130.1 to Exchange pl , x 
135.3, five five-ptory brick office buildings, J o h n J , Astor, Feb. 20, 
1S83 1,000,000 

Pine st, 1 8,111,5 w Nassau st, 0.8x72.11, Trustees for W, B. Astor. J u n e 
7, 1SS3 5,000 

Oth av, Nos, 618 to 632, e a. 34.8 n 36th st, 64.9x60, th ree four-atory-
brick .stores and dweU'ga. J o b n J . Astor, Quit claim deed, Aug, 
21,1883 5,000 

About 46 acres , bounded by 153d and 156th sts , Mott av a n d Har lem 
River, Wm.Astor . Dec. 27,1833 275,968 

tBoulevard, w s, bet 75th and 76th sts, 12 lots. J o h n J . Astor. 
March, 1884 135,000 

t M e r c e r s t , n w c o r P r inces t , 100x100. Astor Estate , April, 1884 , 190,000 
Sthav , No. 415, w s , 66,3 8 3ath6t, 32,6x135, five-story stone front dweU-1 

ing and two-story brick stable I 
38th st, Nos. 8, 10 and 13. s s, S0x6fl, th ree four-etory s tone front j 

dweU'gs J 
William Astor. April 16, 1884 298,000 

I H o u s t o n a t , a w cor Greene st, 95x100, Astor Es ta t e . April, 1884 170,000 

Total $5,200,685 

* Bought a t foreclosure aale. + Title not yet t aken . 

Over the Ticker. 

EUSSELL SAGE is a sufferer by the heavy declme in Missouri 

Pacific and "Western Union, He paid $4,000 to cancel one 

privilege on the former stock. 

DR. GREEN, General Eckert, the general superintendent, the 

auditor aud secretary of the "Western Union Company are 

all long of the stock at figures high in the seventies. They all say 

that the receipts and actual profits of the company were never 

larger. 

BUT then it is said that Augustus Schell, who was one of the 

executive committee, died without any of the stock in his 

possession. 

\ \ T E L L , we gave a warning lasfc week about Paciflc Mail. I t is 

V V a very treacherous stock to deal in. I t will see lower as 

well aa higher figures than those now current. 

SO long as gold is leaving the country at the present rate there 

is no hope for the stock market, Buyers will get bargains by-

and-by. 

— _̂—____ 
Concerning Men and Things. 

* * * 
Mr, A. P,. Cazauran is a noted manipulator of foreign plays. He is 

credited with some very good work in rearranging, naodifying and adapt­
ing French and English dramas to suit tfae taste of an American audience, 
Tv?iee has Mr. Cazauran at tempted to write original plays of hia own, but 
in each case failed. The " F a t a l L e t t e r , " produced a t the Union Square 
last week, has a good plot and contains many striking episodes, but some­
how it did not hang together. I t waa weak in its machinery, and gave a sense 
of incongruity and Incompleteness to the spectator. I t was defective ia 
pointa where oue would suppose an adapter 's play would bs strongest. 
Then there were too many characters, and enough was not made of a 
Kentucky flre-eater, who was humorous and original, but was not brought 
in till the last act, 

* * * 
The success of Lawrence Barret t in London is gratifying to American 

play-goers. Unlike Mr, Booth tha t ar t is t haa done something for Amori 
can dramatic literature. He has brought out more new plays by native 
authors than any of our first-clasa tragedians since the time of Edwin 
Forrest, Mr, Barret t ie a cultivated gentleman, and can wri te as well as 
act. Americans are beginning to take possession of the Eaglish stage. 
Our larger population and the ability of mora of them to patronize 
places of amusement, faas developed a great amount of theatrical talent, the 
surplusage of which naturally finds its way to London. Frora this time 
forth, for every one eminent dramatic art is t which ningland sends to this 
country there will be a t leat three Americans, equally eminent, to take 
bis or her place. 

* * « 
A correspondent of the Evening Post thinks tfaat trees ought to be 

planted on the sidewalks of Fifth avenue as wellaa other broad streets 
in the residence portion of the city. He says very t ru ly thafc Hew York 
in summer is practically in the tropics and that our stone sidewalks would 
be the better if shaded by foliage. This is clearly a good suggsstion. I n 
the course of t ime there will be shade enough on the Boulevard and 
Riverside Drive, but the city ought also to have trees on all the broader 
avenues north of Fifty-ninth street. 

file:///TELL
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Home Decorative Notes. 
—With their naturally reflned taste, and thsir fondness for all that per­

tains to the horae, women should take an especial interest in decoration. 
Home adorameut ia too i a ipor t an taeub j j c t to be dealt wilh Jightly, es 
tho home is the vital centre, a t le is t of Amsrlaanllfe, ao all that ia .here­
i n shoulil contribute not a lo i s to the comfort of the dwellers, but to the 
elevat im and satisfi^ction of th^se who come under its ictlaence, 

—Fringes play an important part in the ornamaQtation of table-clotbi ar.d 
n ipkias . 

—Owls, horaes, cats, tigers and weaseh are mide to d i du ty a i elegant 
dinner guests, witty and apropos quotations from Shakespeare are also 
foimd oo Ihe dinner cards. 

—Prijtty fliral dsvloea carried by the brMesmiidj a t a recent wedJIng 
were t i m b lurines fjrmed of rosej, with a centre of white c i rna t ions on 
which Iu p^lepink caniatioaa were intertwined tbe monograms ofthe bi-:de 
anil groani, with a 1 iver'd knot above and below, they v eie suepeuded 
from tha arm by b.^oad satin r ibbju with biws. 

—A very curious but elegant l ibrary aet Incluiing ['hairs, scf i , table and 
foot rest is ma.le frjra the hide, h^rns and fetbcka of Hung.irlan atcers, 
the hi,ie with its silver gray and bl.iok Iiair fortrn a very ornamental 
upholstering, while tbe p ilishei horn* form armi and legs, and Iha ailkeo 
lojfcsare ujed for friiig.ij. A beiutiful s j t of ths above description may 
be seen at Hei t* Bros , 316 Broadway. 

—Saxon silk U the latest material f j r miachoi r and glove casei. 

—O.-.e oC tbe lateal freiks of fashion f-ir sum-nar cottagei are tha square 
and oblong rugi of very fi lely woven Chinese matting, 

—Tbe English violet, which has been a^ popular for m n y years, ia n i w 
to bs supplanted by the genuine w d j violet; th3 lovely bad shape and 
Laautifu! pure color ia certainly very pleaslug, 

—A blfzing fireplace IJ the be;t of gooJ compauv, and eTqulsitely beau­
tiful are the aciJonipanyingdeciiratioiit: in blua nickel isbhown a flreplacr 
sat wilh iron li.'escf fl >ral deaign, panels of metal aud a fender of open 
work, two stately grifil .8 serving as g.idirons, 

—In thawedlya of lM:i'ni)-ab'.estylei of piaaj-fortsa from the elabDrate 
to the severely plain it is refrcifaiu.:; to come a c o i s a bjautiful instrument 
BUCh as tbe Narvesen piano, that waa noticed at the warerooms of It, M. 
Wal ter ' , No 59 Univer.-Ity pl ice; thii instrument waa a caliiuet grand 
up-'!Kl'^ fi'amaJ in the choij st French wdl mt, thij wood i.i rapiJly grow-
I i g i i f*vor and, baiii^ 9usi;ep;ibh of a high d give of polish, p.'esents a 
very elegant appearanae, so an inslrumenl of this style oC finiah would 
therefore be an adornment to any draw iug-room, 

—TVallpipera copy thedei igujoE tip. 'Strr, velours a n i other rich stuffs, 
even imitating embroideries, braidings and gilt cord-work. 

—Braas work i s a conspicuous ornament of rich modern furni:Hre and 
th?re i< a naw and pjrLiapi i>,i3jiig ftnoy EJ,- mjialUi; le:ives an [p lants of 
natural aiz3 applied aa ornaments to frames, screena, friezes. Sec. 

—The Kensington rugs which are woven in beautiful designs and colors 
are excellent for small rooms, flits and aummer cjttage^, they are put 
down on an ordinary fl:>or and may b i finished out around the room wl 'h 
a br-ndtb of red or olive Chiness matt lag, the plain ingrain filling Is also 
used to fill cut these square carpsts. 

—Rattan window shades which exclude the light and admit the air can 
be procured in various colors and are popular for summer uae. 

—Exquiaitely dallcate baub.ichds are ijiada cf pDrcalain fljwers, t iny 
pink ro^e-huds with leaves and clusters of forgot-ma-nots are tfae favorite 
combinations. 

—Palm leaf fans hand painted a n i decorated with ribbons are used for 
hand-screens, 

—No apartcnaut appsars thoroughly furnished where pictnrea *ra absent, 
the ohuUa of snbjaota tor tha various r,.iOraJ requires tistn and txperienoa, 
for Hfaiit may be conBilored adiuirably fiEted for one room may bo euUrely 
inappropriate for another. A choioe and varie i BelQ,;tio;i ofelcniuRrt, co-
gtavinga and colored photographs are diapkyed by Iteuner & Co., of 719 
Sixth avenue, two very deliglitfal colored photographs are oilled PicooU 
and Checo. 

—.4. rich and nniq ie braaa petleatal has a. Slaiioin onyx top, snpported by 
three fauns. 

—,\ chair back drapery, eiquliitelv dsl ioi tein style an 1 dasi;fn, has the 
grcuiid work orBolliug oloth, with very delioite pink and jellow rosea em­
broidered ia aioreila, a wouflerfuUy hippy result ia obtained if a few 
stray leaves and buds are left here and thero as if wafted hy tho soft brofzes. 

—The Japanese cbiatz is vary p i p u U r for pirtierea between an alcove 
and bidroora. A larga asiortmenb of tbeje good') are displayed by the 
Japtnese Trading Company, of Bro idway and Eighteeath street. Many 
vary bsantifulspjcimsiisof Jaoanese glass have recently baen introduced 
by tiiia firm-vases, odd ahapsd bottles, ju^s, bells and ornamental pieces 
cf great variety. 

—The morning glory dasign ts extremsly graceful far a royal blue plush 
sick-sbapad pillow, Imi the par t that falls open with pink ailk and tie a 
bow of pink rib'Jou abouS 8 inches from the top. 

—0.ia of tha freaks of fashion in stationery is parchment paper, old 
musty an i miu ldy looking, in fancy papar tha grained morocco has taken 
the place of tbe at l igatrr skin pipoi-, ragged paper is favored by many and 
thera ara ar t is t i ; dasi^in rep eajntliig In o:ie coriu'- varioui article) of 
br:c-a-ljr,iC5ucb as Japanese v se", teatiots, iilvec punch bjwls, a sheaf of 
whoit, hirse shoa, s a l i l j a n l tjri ile, etc.. atai-=imileof iha hand writinE 
scr.itehed as if witli a U isly pjn i:i one c irner in Idtbars of gold or colors 
on ragged edgid papar is a lat j n iveUy, in mourning note paper the crape 
fldi-hjl bJcJdr ij vary elegant. Tha Amaiican Specialty C J . , of TtJl 

Di-aii.vay, ilU^lj./ a w r y l.ir^a a n i ciMoa jeJaotioa of s tat ionery. 

Realty at Albany. 
IFrom ovr own Correspondent.i 

A L B A N T , April 17. 
The fight ovBr the bill providing a general law for the construction of 

street railroads in cities has ended, as far aa tbe Assembly ia concerned, 
in the passage cf tb?- hill in that body. I t has been a bitter sfcrugglo, uoS 
GO muoh as to lotilnsic merit of tbe bill a« an efC'̂ rt on the par t of the 
National Cable Company to prevent the construction of atreet or surface 
railroada iu New York city, except by their plans under the rapid 
transit, or elevated railroad act of 1575. They transplanted to A lba -y 
a lobby, which haa been the boldest and most uusciupulous in its rpera-
tlona of any tba t has ever been known here. The atreet railroad bill has 
a section which prohibits roaiJs being constructed on tho surface of the 
streets under any other way except by tho provisions ot this bill. I t had 
a aection which allowed the use of cable power and p'aced that power aa 
a motor on the same footing as anim'*! or horse power. The bill did not 
give tho cfible company the monopoly of the surface roads, and it had 
restrictions which are not in the act of 1875 for She protection ol! f i e 
l ights oi property holders, aa wellaa providing for tbe payment of per 
centngea upon the grosa receipts to cities, which the law under whioti 
Ihey are operating doea not contain. For this reason they desired to 
prevent any interference with their proceeding und^r tbe law of 187.5. 
All tbat law requires is tho appointment ot a commUslon, the s?lectIoa 
of atreets on which the roads may b i couitnicted by the eo.nmifsion 
and no ona can inteifara with their Jtolng ahead. N.)r are tbey required 
to make any compjnsatiou to tha cicy. while under the street railroad 
bill 3 and 5 por cent, cf the grosa rectipts will bave to he paid to the 
c i v . Some regard for the rfgh's <f property owners and the interests 
of the city has to be paid by the cimpanies constructina; roada under 
the strept lailroad bill, wbile neither are required by the rapid transit 
act, hence the bit ter fight in which eome of the honest members played 
into tba hands of the cable company. 

Their objective point waa to strike out the aec'don Imi t ing tbe con­
atruction ot surface roads to this bill, The provld ma of the street railrcad 
bill were assailed and more attention paid to other aeotlona than tbe one 
to which they obj cted, witb tha v'ew of unit ing an opposition ifafit could 
ba utilized to t^trike out the section conQning tbe conatruction of all surface 
roadi to tbis act. Wben they reached that sectloU the motive of the Cable 
Company bscame so weU understood that the vote was amaller for strik­
ing that out Ihan for the change of any other provision. Their last effirt 
to defeat tbe b'll signally failed. Several amendmenta were made which 
ncces-itatez tha cincurrence of tbe Senate, but as tbey were all such as 
wa;e either moved or assented to by tbe promotera cf tbe bill, there is but 
little doubt of a prompt concurrence by the Senate. Tfae bill as it faqa 
passed ii in the main like that recommended by tha S ta ' e Railroad Com­
mission. The changea improve its practical operation. It provides for tho 
asseat of a maj 3rit,y of the property owners on the atreets used, of tho 
assent of the local authorities and the payment of 3 per cent, for t h i 
first five yeara, and in tbe cities of New York and Brooklyn of 5 per cent. 
for eacb year after thp first flve years, tfaat they shall keep the street in 
repair between the track and 2 feet eacb side, as well as limiting ihe faie 
to flve centa on tbo main line and branches. 

I t i , the best; bill for tbe public, protects the rights of property owners 
better, and Is mora liberal towards the city than any other bill that haa 
b;en considered or passed since tbe flrst a t tempt was made to secure a 
generals t reet railroad bill. Aa such it ia to ba hjpad tha t the Governor 
wiil give it bis prompt approval, and thu* not only end the controversy 
but give those sections wbich have long needed modes of trauiid 
eai'ly relief. 

The Arcade Underground Railroad bill was set down as a special order 
in the Senate yesterd.iy. but the conailoration of tfae annual supply bill 
took up 80 much time that it was not reached. Next week tha t will be 
tb.^ important measure considered. The surface railroad blil boicg out of 
tho way, it can be taken up without being brought Into the scramble 
over tha t nieaeure. 

The bill for the establishment of a Efivlea of parks north of the Harlem 
River, recommended by the Marsh Commis-Ion, waa ordered to third 
real^ng in tbe Assembly to-day without any change In it, as it passed the 
Senate, A communication from the Mayor's cabinet requesting to be 
heard on the bill in oppoaiiion to some of its provisions caused it to b i 
sent back to tbe committee to give a representative of the Park Depart­
ment au opportunity to be heard on ne s t Tuesday, I t was provided that 
it retain lis piece on Ihe third reading calendar, and wben teported back 
gots direct to its flnal reading. 

Mr. Robb'a bill to limit the height of flata and tenement houses to 73 
feet on streets 60 feet wide, and SO feet on all streets and avenues over 60 
feet wide, has passed the Senate. 

The bill for the app.iin tment of a comrais'ion to prepare and reporfc to 
the wxt Legislature a bill for a plan to facilitate aud cheapen tha transfer 
of real estate in the cities of the State has beeu ordered to third reading in 
lb? Senate. 

The act to change tbe name of Reservoir Equare to Bryant Park haa 
passed the Senate aud ordered to third reading in the Assembly, 

The act to a d i the name* of Joseph Garry and Hugh Gardner to tho 
commission to adjust tho asa^s^menia for boulevard improvomonta in 
pl«ce of two wbo have re.^ignei has passed the Senate, 

The reform bills reported by tbe Rooaevelt Special Inventigattng Com-
mittes have ail passed the Assembly, except thnt to aboii fa imprison­
ment for debt on civil action, Asstmblyman Lewia succeeded in geit ing 
a provision inserted in the bill relative to the County Cierk'a cffice, reduc­
ing the fees forsaarcliei fo:- real e<tat'^ titles ab iu t f >rty per cent. I t pro­
videa that the searches f j r duckets of judgment and decreea aud transcript 
of decree! shall be eight; centa insieiid of flr'teeu per year, and for 
seari'hes for all other n u t t e r of record Shreo cents instead of five per year, 
and that the search as agalnat any one name shall not exceed flve dollars. 
This is an important pMnt gained; altfajugh it d les not go into cperatiou 
uniil tha expiration of Ihe lo'^m of tbe prewnt County Clerk, 

Tbe act allowin? railroads which have a terminus a t any p j in t on the 
harbor oC New York to maintain and operate feri i s for tbe moro con­
venient transaction of their buainess and acuouiJioda 1 jn of tbe pabltc haa 
passs'l the Assembly, 

Th.' Prof. Al le r Cim-ni'sion Bill to invoitleate tfae condition of tha 
tenement houses of Ne>v York an 1 repjr t pUai for im.),'oi'diu mt in tfaeir 
constru,.*tion I'liH been ordero'i to third reading in tho Assembly, aud tho 
bill to prohibit th i m xnaiAntare of cigira in taoameut housea advanced to 
third readl.ig in tbe tjanatj, 

iir. TSiflrrjuji'a biU iacvj idra t lag a compaay to supply wator to tb» 
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ritiea and villages in the valley of tha Hudson River New York and 
Broo' ' lyn has been reported in tho Renate. I t gives the company power 
to take water from tbe Hudson River in tfae Adirondack region above 
Glens Kailj, from thft streams t r ibu tary to tbe Hudson, tbe ponds and 
lakes of the Hudson River valley, and construct aqueducts and conduits 
IO convey to any of i.he cities referred to. I t ia late In the session for tbe 
passage of the biil. ye t it may get through. 

1*0 further action bâ s been takmi 00 the bid to provide fnr the introduc­
tion of aah or river water ia Kew York for the asiinguisfament of fires 
aod sanitary purposea. 

Chicaga Real Estate. 
iiVcnt our own Corretpondent.} 

CmoAOO, April 19. 
Tbe Bpring t rade may ba aaid to bave fairly opened and buslneiia Is 

rapidly reaching n vary active phase. Tbe real estate inquiry la general 
and of an excellent oharacter. Applicants prefer to buy for cash, often 
paying the money all down for modarata-pricod property. Tho rains have 
put bactt traGlc in suburban property, but city realty enjoys a atcady 
demand. Tbo leading business is done in houses and lota for occupancy on 
M a y l , Tha city ia rapidly asttUng up, and property on the outlying 
etreata is fastpssaing into permanent botdinga, following in this respect 
the tendency of central property. 

Following are tfae total sales and amount ot city and auburbaa tranafers 
filed for r e o r d for tha week ending Saturday, April 13; 

L0c.1t ion, Tranifera. Pricea. 
Citypropertv 169 $3,Sil,555 
North of llmlti 17 8!.73ii 
Sou'.h of llmtta 82 81,487 
Weatof limits 18 1<1.175 

S0r6,9<7 
l,ll2,"0t 
].0.W.8-t« 
i,254,oaa 

Total n\ 
rrevioua week 2H'i 
Same weeks laat rear j ^ j ^ 

Fewuewbui ld lngs were sl^arted during tfae last week, both on account 
of bad weather ond the acarcifcy of common brick, Laat year was 
regarded as a fair average seaaon for Chicago in the erection of buildings 
composed principally of brick, and there were 340,000,000 used, nearly all 
of whioh ware mannf ictured in and about the city. Realizing that mora 
bricks will ba needed this season manufacturers are increasing their 
capacity, and it ia prophesied tbat the city aod suburban production, 
together with about 2O,0li0,OUO from Indiana, will make up a total of SO \-
0('(),«nil to he used here. Liat year tbe ruling price during tbe season was 
f7 5i).per thcusand, and indications are tbat the samo figure will prevail 
this Pea^on. 

The other articlos necessary in the conatruction of buildings are in good 
anpply and fell moderately well. Naila are in good demand a t $'!.5(i@'J,55 
per kes- Hardware and metals are active, various articles ruling lower. 
Lumber ii in active demand for local contracts. Piece stuff is less flrm 
th-«n some grades, but uppers and selects are called for from all sections 
and rule s'eady as to price. Soma assortments are getting scarce, and 
dealers will welcome tbe early increase in tbe carsco receipts with wbich 
to stock np tbPir dry Inraber, Receiots are very light thua far, but only 
a few scattering cargoes each day, shinglea predominating. Manufac­
turers feel disposed to hold iu check their shipments, aud thereby 
Infuse into tbe cargo market a feeling of firmness from tbe start. I t 
is evident, however, tha t prices wiil rule lower than last season. The win­
ter haa been favorable for an unuaually largo cut of timber, and it wiil ba 
next to Impossible to rea train ;miU men from maoufaoturing excs'ifllve 
aupplies. J A Y . 

-—-̂—-̂—̂—,— — 
Why Not Settle? 

Editor RECORD AKD G U I D E : 

I do not see why, under Judge Van Brunt's decision, the stockhotdere of 
tha Manhattan and Metropolitan compaTde^ ahould not a t once come to a 
settlement. Let the caae be appealed if nesda be, to settle tho Question ss 
to tbe right of directors to olf.ar leaaas without the consent of tho stock­
holders', bnt lbe expensive law Euiis ought to end a t once. Here are Judge 
Van Brunt'.^ words: 

" A t the time of the October agi-eeraenii, the situation was such tha t a 
compromise was necessary; tba t the Manhattan Company could no l bear 
up under the load pressing upou it, and pay 10 per cant, rental-,; tba t a 
reduction in tha rentala was imperativa; tba t the preference given to New 
York Elevat=d Company in the ordar of p".ymeQis was reasrnabla; tha t 
the clftira of the Metropolitan Company respecting ita probable future 
earninKH was illusory; that tbe statemenc made by Messrs, Kneeland and 
8touC in rr'gard to tbe vote of 33ri October, 1^81, was incorrect; that the 
October agiecment was beueficisl to tbe Metropolitan Company; tbat tha 
union of the three companies under one management was desirable." 

If the stockholders of the Metropolitan have no real grievance why con­
tinue tba contest fiimply boswell tbe f ess of l awye r s ! There must be a 
aettlement aometime or other based upon the actual condition of affaire 
when tbo contested leaiio was made. In my judgment the only company 
tfaat waa really aggrieved in tha <lctober settlement was tha east side 
elevated, which e.iraed the bulk of the money of tho whole syatem, coat 
less to Tuu and had fewer suits &ad bonded obligations against it. 

STOCEQOLDBR. 
e 

The committee on legislation of (he Real Eatete Exchange met iaat 
Thuraday, John D, Crimmins in the chair, Mr. William E. Church called 
tbe attention of.the committee to a plan for opening a carr iage way over 
Highbridge. Au engineer of tbe Croton aqueduct depai tment told hira 
tfaat it would be entirely practicable. The present width of tbe bridge 
would be takeu up for light carriagea, while a pathway for foot t ravel 
could be provided hy an extension on each side of the bridge, Commie-
aioner Crimmins said be feared fcbe approachsa to the New York side of tbe 
Highbridge would not admit of carriage travel unleaa extensive grading 
down was done. Then the bridge was built for an aqueduct and not fo^ 
a drive, and aa it carried tbe sole water supply of New York, tbe public 
ho tboogbt, would hesitate before aanctioning a carriage way over tha t 
s ' ructure for fear that it might l>e injured. During the conversation 
aome facts were giveu about tfae propcaed bridge extending from Tenth 
avenue and Oue Huudred and Etghty-firat to .Aqueduct avenue on the 
Westchester aide. Mr. Crimmina thought ifc ought to be ofsclid mason­
ry, and be a work that would last for generations. This work was pro-
jeeted some twelve years ago and it is quite t ime ifc was a t least cOm-
Wieuoad, MPJ €!rimmba^«lgb repotted ir6m th« oom'tmtfica to wbom w** 

referred the subject of the garbage and ashage nuisance. The Board 
of Health had agreed to pttt a stop to the deposit of garbage on 
tbe vacant lots within tbe ci ty limits whenever a properly backed oona 
plaint was made to tbe board. Tbia will be welcome news to property 
owners who contemplate making improvements, eapecially oa the -vest 
side. 

• — — — 
Mr. Joseph Agate, who committed suicide last week, was one ot tha flrat 

patrons to T H E RECORD AND G U I D B . He subscribed for tfae paper iu 
March, ISfiS. His caae ahows how profltable are wise inveatmenta in 
realty. After making aome money many years ago in a gentleman's far-
niahing atore, be retired and bocama a steady purchas'ir of realty, and 
when he died ho was reported worth aix millions of dollars, all in real 
eatate. Yet in the thi r ty odd years of his businesa life there have beeu 
many ups and downs in tba t kind cf property. He went through the 
depresaion of tbo first two years of tbo civil war, the iEflation which fol­
lowed tho use of paper money and tho long duUneaa extending from 1873 
to 1878, yet be none tbe lesa accumulated a large fortune when parsona in 
almost every otber buainoES became bankrupt or merely he'd their own. 

Why the Proposed Cable Roads Would Benefit New York. 
LETTER FBOU 0 \ S OT THB RAPID T B A K S I T C O U U I S S I O N E H S . 

Editor RKCOED AND G U I D E : 

You very properly say tha t " t h e doterminatiou of the Cable Cooal 
pany people to build new lines for city travel is not a mat ter for rea 
estate owoerc to cry over," You might add tha t real estate owners in 
some parts of Ihe city mav get ready to " c r y " if " t h e determinuticn 
o f t h e Cable Comp-iny people " is not earoeatly and intelllKently BUS-
taineil, so tha t new lines (or city travel shall be builfc. 

You recognize the need for more surface cara. Indeed tbe need for 
additional tranait facilities ia so manifest that uo man with any of tbe 
progressive spirit of this generation ia willing to admit any doubt 
regarding it. There is pressing need in the densely settlo'l eastern aide 
of the city, where every day bears witness to the dangerous overcrowding 
of cars during tbe houra when the great masa of our induatrious working 
population must ride in going )o and fro between their homes and their 
places of employment, but facilities are also iiecessaiy to reach aparsely 
settled par ts of the city to develop them by affording means for tl e 
increasing overflow of population. Let any one compare the east side 
oC tbe city with the west lidi', nortb of Fifty-ninth street, and aee tbat 
railroad facilities have done where they were provided, and what has 
resulted from tfae lack of facilities. 

Very few persons known, probably, iha t since the passage of tho so-
called "Rapid Transit A c t " i i 1875 there has not been any way to 
obtain increased transit facilities, rapid or otherwise, no mat ter how urg­
ing tbenecetsity, escept through a commission, such aehave Just authorized 
the conatruction of cable roads, nor has il been possible in any way, even 
through such a commission, to secure an increase of borse railroada in any 
par t of tbe city, 

Tbis being so, and the necef^Bity for transit fflcii\*les being universally 
acknowledged, what better could the commission do than to authorize the 
construe ion of roada ttf be worked by a method altogether superior to 
horse power, capable of running a t any rate of speed, rapid or alow, 
according to tho location and routes where tbey may be constructed and 
operated 3 Certainly nothing a t a l l comparable to tbe cable sy.stem was 
presented to tbe commission. Besides, the company is authorised by tbe 
law under which it is incorporated to run cara " by tbia power or force of 
steam, or by any motor other than animal pawer." Ifc is open, therefore, 
to adopt ony improved method found to be practicable, 

A good deal has been said abont " gridironing the city with twenty-nine 
routes." The number, more exactly, does not exceed twenty-two, while 
more properly it is only three routes, with ferry and other connecting 
brancbes to enable passengers by a transverse route to roach any ferry or 
fi^hor point most convenient for their purposes without extra fare. Route 
JTo, 37 ia only a abort spur of No, 2 extending just across fche propoaed 
bridge a t One Hundred and Eighty-first street. Route No. 16 ia a single 
avenue block added to No. 4 on One Hundred and Fifty-flfth street, to 
connect it witb Ceutral Bridge. Route No. afi is an extension of No. 1,% to 
make a better connection with the Second Avenuo Metropolitan Elevated 
Road, between Division street and tho South Ferry, Nos. 17 to 24 are 
routes on the east and west aides of Central Park, connecting with each 
of the four trafBc roada uuder tbe park surface, and have eight numbers 
instead of four, for convenience of description. 

I t would have been a comparatively easy mat ter for the commission to 
locate one or two or three routes where the popul-ition ia sufflcient now to 
ensurean immensely profitable businesa. and probably in doing ao would 
have eacaped aome of the adverse criticiaisms that aelfisb or aborfc-sigfated 
"anti-monopolis ts" bave indulged in; but " the major i ty" of thecommis­
sion were not willing to authorize any company to construct and operate 
roads where tbey would certainly be profltable, unless auch company 
would alao agree to conatruct others on routea not immediately remu­
nerative, but equally necesaary for the people living in sparsely settled 
par ts of the city, and for tho developmeufc and equalization of property 
interests. This bas been tbe controlling conaideration in locating routea. 
and the constructing and operating railways only prospectively remu­
nerative were harnebaed to profitable ones. And it ia safe to say ou one-
half of the twenty-two routea, or on any ono of thia half, railways cannot 
be secured except hy tbe system adopted hy tho commlsfion. 

Regarding the question of requiring the company to " pay a percentage 
on i^s gross receipts for tbo great privilege." it may be euflflcient to say 
Ibat fche commiasion had no power under tha law to exacfc it, and the o r iy 
way to obtain compensation waa in fixing a low rate of fare with a ride 
on a trongverae road free. 

The need for a syatematic and comprehensive plan for tranait facilities 
in thia city is us important in its way as laying outsfreeta, constructing 
sewera aad providing waler supply in advance of future necessity are 
io tbeir way. Hitherto no consideration seems to have been giveu to EO 
important ft mat te r ; ra ther like the laying oufc of cow-path streets in the 
days of Diederich Knickerbocker, horse railroada have been conatructed 
on zig-zag or circuitous and indirect courses where individual interest has 
secured their construction, and only where it waa believed they would 
pay. And tbis moat assuredly will be tbe course again if the work of the 
commission ia made abortive by lack of aupport from those wbo aa paa­
sengers needing greater facilltie,', or aa real estate owners desiring 
enhancement in value, nre most interested in having tbe work made a suc-
C6S8. I t may be the company wili in t ime flnd tbe investment hand-
Bomely remunerative, as indeed it ought to be, but it is equally certain 
that tbe city will receive beneflts ten times greater than the company 
will, and equally certain that there ia no other public measure so well cal­
culated to promote tbe development of tbis city and the convenience of 
the people HJ* are involved in tbe auccesful and prompt adoption and con­
struction of the transit system authorized by tho Board of C> im miasion e n 
through the New York Cable Railway Company. A B R A U A U L , T'̂ AH^.T; 

Seats in the new Reai Estate Exchange are now offered for $25 premtuou 
Apply 9* th« ofSoe ot Taw RSCORD A K » QUIOWJ 




















































