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Subscribers will be served to-day with a fourteen page supple-

went containing an Index of all the Conveyances and New Build­

ings given in this publication during the past six months. This 

toill be specially valuable to those who have bound files, for, in­

stead of hunting through the twenty-six numbers, a reference to 

the Index lolll show the page on which will be found all the sales 

and building improvements within the past half-year. The 

increase of advertising favors limits our reading matter to­

day, and crowds out much that is interesting in the way of news 

and comment. We furnish forty pages in addition to the fourteen 

of Index, making fifty four pages in all. The increase of huM-

ness, as well as the growth of T H E RECORD AND (JUIDK, is shown 

by the fact that our first Index occupied only four small pages 

Bound covers for files can be procu7-ed at this ofiice for one dollar 

each. 

We have said all along that January would bs a better month 
for the bulls than waa December, and HO it is proving. Still the 
advance made during the past week has not a wholesome look. 
The market has been openly manipulated by Jay Gould and W. H, 
Vanderbilt. This is only a variation of the p-gging process of last 
spring. There is no new factor at work to advance prices. At the 
same time stock are undeniably low, and for those who have money 
to invest are a purchase. But we will see lower prices before the 
spring is over, 

• 
There ought to be no delay in forwarding the bill of the Land 

Transfer Reform Association to Albany, It is a very formidable 
document, and will be subjected to a severe scrutiny from a legis­
lation of lawyers. The bill provides that the commissioners to 
carry out the law should be named by the Chamber of Commerce ; 
but clearly this should be the work of the Real Estate Exchange 
and Auction Room (Limited). To these commissioners, by the way, 
should be intrusted full authority for carrying out this reform. Mr. 
Olmstead's bill subordinates them to the ofBcials who, if they have 
their way, will never complete the reform. The new Real Estate 
Exchange will be derelict in its duty if it does not follow this mat­
ter up closely at Albany. 

* 
The bills introduced by Senator Robb in the State Senate aud 

Assemblyman Rosevelt in tbe lower chamber, depriving the Alder­
men of all power to interfere with the appointment of heads of de-
I>artments by the Mayor, are at least indications of good intentions 
on the part of some of our legislators. Let our citizens now bestir 
themselves and bring a pressure to bear that will get this vital 
reform carried through, There is no hope for good government BO 
long as the Aldermen have the confirming power. Their interfer­
ence makes it impossible to hold anyone responsible for inefflcient 
or corrupt conduct of the various city departments. Of course, the 
bills introduced will be amended, but tbe experience of Brooklyn 
should be worth something in giving us a good working charter. 
Should the Mayor to be chosen next November have real authority 
it would lead to an exciting struggle, but we have no doubt but 
that the chief magistrate chosen would be worthy the city. Our 
Mayors, of all parties, have generally been intelligent and well-
intentioned officials ; i t is the Aldermen who are always bad. 

Reporting ia a lost art in the New York newspapers. Judge 
Barrett, author of the " American Wife," lately produced at Wal­
lack's, delivered an address before the Nineteenth Century Club 
last week on the " American Drama," and he was followed by 
Chauncey M. Depew, A. B. Cauzaran and other notable personages. 
The discussion was brilliant, and every word uttered would be 
eagerly read, uot only by members of the dramat ic profession, but 
by every theatre-goer. The subject matter was of the highest 
interest to the readers of newspapers. But beyond a few lines 
given to Judge Barrett the matter was ignored by our badly-edited 
journals. There ia a singular lack of intelligence in the way the 

news is furnished by the daily press. Instead of cheapening the 
price of their issues it would pay our daily papers to report tbe 
important matters which are now entirely overlooked. The World, 
when Manton Marble was ita editor, found it profitable to give full 
reports of the meetings of tbe Boston Radical Club, I t found a 
large audience also for John Fisk'a lectures on philosophy. Hux­
ley's "Pro toplasm" necessitated a large edition of that journal. 
But the newspapers of to-day seem afraid to touch any theme not 
suggested by the politics of the day or the proceedings of the law 

and police courts, 
» __ 

Should a convention of the representatives of North and South 
American countries be held at Washington towards the close of 
this year, as suggested by Senator Sherman, it might have import­
ant consequences anent the silver question. While Asia uses sil­
ver money exclusively. North and South America produces almost 
all that is used in the commerce of the world. An agreement by 
tbe convention to coin silver at a fixed ratio with gold would raise 
the price of that metal, especially if Canada would agree to enter 
into the arrangement. The use of silver would help us in what­
ever trade relations w ê might make with Mexico, Central and South 
America, for in all these countries silver is the sole unit of value. 
Our manufactures would find better outlets in thoE e countries and 
in Asia than in Europe. This is a matter worth thinking about. 

The Mutual Building. 
This towering structure seems to be virtually completed as to 

its outside by the erection of the cast-iron parapet story. At any 
rate, whatever may be added to it will only alter its aspect in a 
distant view, since the parapet story itself i^ scarcely visible from 
the other side of any one of the three streets on which the building 
fronts. Architecturally, therefore, Mr, Clinton's work can be dis­
cussed as well now aa hereafter. 

No matter how good his building might have been, it was fore­
doomed to be ineffectual by the shortsightedness of his clients in 
determining to erect HO lofty a building on such a site. Every­
body seea, now that it is done, what a folly it is, but that was easily 
seen beforehand, and was so seen. The main cornice must be not 
far from 100 feet from the ground, and Nassau street, on which is 
the principal front of the building, cannot be more than forty feet 
wide. When it waa laid out, it waa expected to be bordered with 
buildings two stories and a-half or three stories high, and it is 
stinted even for buildings of that class, and here, on one side of it 
is an eight-story structure. The widening of the street was 
urgently needed even while five stories was the limit of the build­
ings. The Mutual Company have at once rendered the widening 
far more necessary and far more difficult by setting^this towering 
palace in this alley. If they had bought two lots in the rear of 
their plot and set the building back by tbat distance, leaving it of 
the same dimensions, they would have gained the cost of the 
improvement in tho superior convenience of their building, 
besides rendering the architecture visible. Practically the result 
of this folly will not be realized unless the owner of the property 
opposite takes it into his hesid to build another eight-story struc­
ture, as he bas a perfect right to do, and takes for the back of his 
building the light which the Mutual people now get over the roofs 
from the west. But architecturally the folly is vividly evident, 
and there is probably nothing so absurd as the relation of the new 
building to its surroundings to be seen in any other city in the 
world. Certainly such a sight cannot be seen in any city in which 
these things are regulated by law [instead of being left^to what is 
fondly imagined to be the good sense and consideration of indi­
vidual builders. 

The new building, then, is not effective, and would not be 
effective, no matter how well it was designed. What can an archi­
tect do with a front of which the cornice can only be seen in a 
front view by backing away as far as you can get and throwing 
your head back to look at the cornice which even then is at an 
angle of eighty degrees from the point of view. I t is impossible to 
judge of a composition in this violently foreshortened condition or 
to form any reasonable estimate what it would look like if you 
could see it. The unfortunate designer has tried to give us some­
thing to look at by withdrawing the centre of the principal front 
as much as he dared, making up for his temerity by projecting a 
two-story porch, as it appears, beyond the building line, But with 
all that he could do the possible recess is so slight tbat, although tt 
makes one's neck ache rather less to look at the centre than to 
look at the wings, the projection is not effectual, and the main 
advantage resulting from it is a better detachment of the porch. 
This is almost tbe only feature in the building that can be tolerably 
seen and it is an effective feature. I t would, we think, be better, 
as indeed would the whole building, if the basement and first story 
had been built of the light sandstone of which the other stories are 
composed. The granite can scarcely be needed for strength, since 
the granite piers stand upon brick piers of their own area, and the 
• ontrast between the cold gray of the granite and the warm gray 
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of the sandstone is not pleasing. The first story of the porch is a 
pair of massive granite piers laid in blocks, alternately faced with 
prisms and polished, enclosing a pair of polished granite columns; 
in the second the place of the piers is taken by sandstone piers, cov­
ered with rich Renaissance ornament, and having for capitals 
human heads, of various types, a questionable architectural decora­
tion very well executed. 

The corners of the building can also be seen and seen all at once. 
They are rounded and recessed between pilasters—a mode of treat­
ment which tends to weaken rather than to reinfore them—but the 
openings are deep, the detail is good, the ornament, as everywhere 
else in the building, is elegant, though cboBCn from a very limited 
repertory, and is well adjusted in scale, and under the cornice is an 
elliptic window corresponding to the half-story above the transom 
of the arches in the main walls ; and altogether the effect of these 
features is good also. 

As to the rest, it does not much matter so long as there is nothing 
outrageous, and there is not. Tho composition vertically begins with 
a story and a hplf of granite pier with large opemngs divided hy 
iron transoms at tho floor lineand iron mullions, and then two stories 
of square headed openings in sandstone with sandstone mullions. In 
the Nassau street front the projections at the ends are each of two 
bays, with two windows in each bay, the bays formed by pilasters 
running through the two stories, and carrying a heavy entablature. 
In the recessed centro the place of these two stories is taken by a 
large arch ou each side of tbe porch with a mezzanine fioor at the 
level of the transom. Above this the same division into bays con­
tinues, and is marked by pilasters running through the four sloriea 
—or three and a half—of which this division consists, the upper 
story here again having its floor at the springing of the arches 
turned between the pilasters. Each side is of five bays, similar in 
treatment to the front, but plainer, and stopping the pilasters at 
the spring of the arch, a rational treatment which might equally 
well have been applied to the front, where they run through to the 
cornice. The cornice is richly modillioned and well proportioned 
to the building. The cast-iron story does not count in the near 
view, except enough to make one wish that the owners, after spend­
ing all this money, had carried out the work in stone like gentle­
men. In the distant view over the roofs of other buildings, or from 
the sides, it counts enough seriously to injure the look of the suc­
cession of wide arches under the cornices, which would otherwise 
be very effective. 

The new building has more of a Parisian look than almost any 
other building in New York. Par t of this it owes to its material, 
a light sandstone not far from the tone of the Paris street fronts^ 
but more to the moderation and careful adjustments of the detail 
in design and its precision in workmanship. I t is good enough to 
make us wish we could see it better, whereas most new buildings 
are too visible for their own good ; and after condoling with Mr. 
Clinton on his problem, one ig inclined rather^ to congratulate him 
on the manner in which he has dealt with it. 
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they now deriVe from the litigation in real estate, due to the artifi­
cial uncertainties made by the law in the matter of titles. Mr, 
Olmstead's bill, referred to by the Register, is intended to satisfy the 
best class of lawyers. All the loaders of the bar are being con­
sulted as to its provisions. It is clear, however, that real estate 
owners and dealers, as the persons most interested, should not only 
carefully scan the provisions in Mr. Olmstead's bill, but should 
watch the measure at every stage in its passage through the Legis­
lature. This is a fine opening for the Real Estate Exchange 
to make its influence felt in tl.e right direction. The Exchange 
itself will never fulfill its mission until real estate is as easy and 
cheap of transfer as personal property. Deeds and guaranteed 
titles should l e a s available as bonds or stocks for a bank loan. 
When this is done a mighty revolution will have been affected in 
the whole conduct of business. The legal profession will not give 
up the power it now has of taxing real estate for the benefit of its 
members without a struggle. This is a vital matter to the pro­
moters of the new Exchange, for were realty mobilized by being 
made ready of sale it would add immensely to the number of 
transactions and relieve business by making real estate available as 
an asset in times of distress. 

Judging from the number of passengers carried hy the elevated 
and surface roads during the past year, tbe population of this city 
must be increasing at a very rapid rate. The number of fares paid 
on the surface roads in 1883 was 116,065,223, and on the elevated 
roads 93,124,443, a total of 308,189,666. This shows an increase over 
1882 of 17,330,453. Tbe number of passengers carried in 1880 was 
154,734,498, or 138 per head of tbe population, which then stood at 
1.206,590. Should the proportion be the same in 1883, the popula­
tion at present would be about 1,626,481, beiug an average increase 
per annum since the census of 1880 of about 106,630 persons, which 
will probably not fall short of the mark. The death rate is'often a 
good criterion whereby to judge of the increase in population, but 
last year the number of deaths were only 33,983, a decrease com­
pared with 1883 of 5,295. The past has been an unusually healthy 
year, to judge from the vital statistics, and they are therefore not as 
good a basis as is usually the case for determining the actual pop­
ulation. The travel on the various elevated and surface roads no 
doubt tells the true story of the great increase in the number of in­
habitants, and while the population may not ba 1,626,481, there 
can be little doubt that it exceeds the very moderate estimate of 
the Board of Health—namely, 1,350,000. 

The amendments proposed to our land laws by Dwight H, 
Olmstead, on behalf of the Bar Association, are commented upon 
in an articlelwbich'we reproduce from the Daily Register, wliich 
represents the legal interest. The lawyers are divided as to the 
advisability of any action in the matter. Fair-minded, liberal 
members of tbe profession acknowledge that some reforms are 
demanded to relieve real estate of unjust burdens and put a stop 
to wasteful and needless litigation. Other lawyers, again, fear tbat 
if reforms are not effected a title company will step in and cut off 
all their emoluments from real estate, as has been done in Balti­
more and Philadelphia. The more shortsighted and selfish of the 
members of the profession are, of course, bitterly opposed to any 
reform, because they think ;it would interfere with the income ' 

Oup Prophetic Department. 
INVESTOR-So you are a pronounced bear, Sir Oracle, on stock 

values. You think the market is going to the " dimnition bow­
wows ?" 

S I B ORACLE—Now, don't misunderstand me, please, I have said 
that the business of the country is in a bad condition—that the 
laboring classes are being thrown out of employment and that 
wages are beiug cut down. I showed, or tried to show, that the 
man who has money would be better off in tbe near future than 
the one who has goods. I think general trade will be unprofitable 
for some time to come. One ominously bad sign ia the falling off 
in the patronage of our hotels. Our city hoetleries for years have 
been overcrowded. They not only charged big prices, but ob­
tained them. Now one hotel has Jed the way in cutting down 
prices, and all complain of vacant rooms and poor patronage. This 
shows tbat not only are the mercantile public not traveling, but 
that they are determined to sav© in their hotel bills. But it does 
not follow from this state of affairs tbat the stock market is to 
remain much longer under a cloud. 

INVESTOR—What; if the business of the countiy is bad—if there 
ia a general shrinkage in prices—if the working people are in diffi­
culty, can it be that the stock market is not also affected ? 

SIR O.—It must be very clear that stock figures are nearer the 
bottom now than they were two years ago, A list of twenty of 
the most active and substantial stocks on the list show a shrinkage 
of over $440,000,000 in market value, with scarcely any decline in 
the dividend paying power of the securities. Indeed several of 
them, such as Western Union and Missouri Pacific, have increased 
their dividends since the shrinkage commenced. Now stocks may 
go lower, we may indeed see a partial panic some time this spring, 
but I cannot believe that railway properties which pay six, seven 
and eight per cent., and which sell under or near par, are good sub­
jects for bear attacks. If New York Centralcannot earn more than 
six percent. I regard it as cheap at 115, and Lake Shore is worth 
par even if it could not pay more than five per cent. Wall street 

I think, has almost fully discounted the damage likely to occur to 
first-class railway securities by the paralleling of rival lines. 

INVESTOR—Yet, you still say that general business is likely to 
remain depressed for some time to come. If this is so will not 
Wall street sympathize with the rest of the country—in other 
words, do not all prices go up and down together? 

SIR O.—Not at all ; the movement upward or downward is never 
simultaneous. The causes which affect prices are like stones thrown 
into a lake—the movement is communicated from one point tO' 
another, and time is required for the disturbance at the centre t o 
be felt at the circumference. Now, the stock market always hap­
pens to be at the centre of new movements in business. The first 
throbbing of the new life in business was felt in" the stock market , 
in 1870, and the fever ot speculation raged in Wall street for a year 
and a half before it reached other department^; of the business world. 
Land and labor were the last to feel the upwardsurges of this move- • 
ment. Now, I believe, the circle is complete, and, hairing disaster of 
some kind, I think th.it stock values will harden from this t ime 
forth, I mean, of course, in a general way. Yet it is not improba­
ble that the process of liquidation may some time this spring bring 
us to tbe lowest range of prices yet reached. 

INVESTOR—How about governments? Will they maintain their 
extraordinarily high valuation compared with their interest-bearing 
capacity? 

SIR 0.—It is very clear to my mind that either governments are 
too high or good railway bonds and shares ara too low. I t is absurd 
to suppose tbat a three per cent, government bond should be selling 
above par and and an eight per cent, stock line Lake Shore in the 
nineties. There are plenty of almost absolutely certain securities 
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which would pay six per cent., and these must grow in favor. No, 
I am no longer a bear on stock values, although I think that trade 
wilt continue bad; that the price of house property may fall off, 
and that rents may be somewhat lower this spring than they have 
been. 

INVESTOR—But I thought you held to the view that the gold unit 
of value was biinging down prices all over the world. 

SIR O.—And so it i s ; but there are exceptions. I t has not 
reduced the value of governments in any country, or of good bonds, 
debentures or shares, for these represent properties in which the 
interest is reasonably certain ; and that interest or dividends being 
payable in gold, the owner gets the advantage of the appreciation 
of the yellow metal. Debt obligations of any kind which can be 
converted into gold will steadily appreciate when all oiher prices 
are shrinking. 

INVESTOR—The outlook, then, is reasonably good for holders of 
securities? 

SIR O.—The money lending, money owing and creditor classes, 
when the assets are good, will all profit by the appreciation of gold, 
which ia now showing itself in the depreciation of everything which 
it measures. I do not think that anyone who has money to invest 
will loose in the purchase of securities at present prices and then 
keep out of debt. 

A Gold and Silver Currency. 
Certain misleading Eastern papers, when it was announced that 

Mr. Buckner, of Missouri, was mado chairman of tlie Bauk and 
Banking Committee of the House of Representatives, made haste 
to denounce him as an inflationist and an unsafe person to deal with 
so important a subject as banking. But Mr. Buckner, it seems, 
believes in hard money, objects to the legal tender quality of the 
greenback, and is desirous that if any change is made it should be 
in tho direction of using more gold and silver in the general busi­
ness of the country. 

The writer of this article was the chief executive officer of the 
Bullion Club, and as such prepared a memorial to Congress three 
years ago asking for the withdrawal of all greenbacks and national 
bank notes under the denomination of twenty dollars, the object 
being to permit a greater use of gold and silver small coins in the 
trade of the country, Rufus Hatch, John McGinnis, Bray ton Ives, 
and other leading members of the club were earnestly in favor ot 
this proposition, which did not look to any contraction of the cur­
rency, for the notes withdrawn were to be reissued in larger denom­
inations. But it was regarded by the club as an anomoly that a 
nation producing half the gold and silver of the world should use 
paper almost exclusively in its retail traffic, while France, Great 
Britain, Germany, and other nations, which produced no bullion, 
encouraged its production and coinage by using it exclusively in all 
minor trade transactions. 

An eff'irt was made to get the support of the New York press to 
this proposal of the Bullion Club, but not a word would they say in 
ita favor. The memorial was presented to the Senate by Senator 
Roncoe Conkling, and in the House by S. 8. Cox. It was referred to 
the Banking Committee of the latter, which reported adversely, and 
there the matter dropped. 

Mr. Buckner ia now about to introduce a bill embodying the 
views of the New York Bullion Club. He proposes to withdraw all 
greenbacks under the denomination of ten dollars. As the lowest 
national bank note is five dollars, should Mr. Buckuer's bill be 
carried, there would be an opening fo:r $56,000,000 of gold and 
silver coin of a less denomination than ten dollars. The only 
excuae for the one and two dollar bills has been their usefulness 
in paying for packages and newspaper subscriptions by mail, but 
the new postal notes are adapted better for this purpose, as 
fractional sums can be sent when called for. 

At present the great bulk of our gold coinage—nine-tenths, in 
fact—is ill twenty-dollar gold pieces, and is intended for the use 
of bankers who expect some time to ship tham abroad when the 
balance of trade is against us . Our non-use of gold in general 
trade, of course, makes tbat metal less valuable with us than it is 
in other countries. In other words, i t is put to one more use 
amongst the nations of Europe than in the United States. Were 
gold and silver used exclusively for minor dealings, and bauk 
bills and greenbacks employed only for large transactions, our 
bullion coinage would be utilized and another check be put to any 
drain of the precious metals to other countries. 

The banks are now being forced to withdraw their paper issues. 
Why not take advantage of this chance to use gold and silver 
exclusively? The gold note and the silver certificate are the most 
perfect currency ever invented. They represent their face value 
in gold and silver, dollar for dollar. We would draw specie from 
all parts of the world were we to adopt this policy. In France, 
with a population of twenty millions less than our own, there is 
five times more gold and silver in circulation ; yet France is a non-
producor of bullion, while half the output of the world comes 
from mines within the limit of the United States. 

Mayor Edson's message is creditable to him. He calls attention 
to a gross abuse in the Tax Office in the unequal valuation of realJ 
estate. He is quite right in objecting to spring elections and in! 
demanding such reforms in the city charter, as well as lodge 
authority and responsibility in the hands of the Mayor. 

Mayor Low's message shows that Brooklyn has the same 
problems to solve that so vex New York. With a very few changes 
the document, apart from the figures, might have been signed by 
Franklin Edson instead of Seth Low, What, by the way, has 
become of the discussion touching the desirability of uniting the 
two cities under one administration ? The bridge has been called 
" t h e umbilical cord" which unites the mother and daughter cities. 
Both would gain if they had one common head and a local legisla­
ture, whose sway would exiend to each side of the East River. Oa 
the subject of rapid transit Mayor Low correctly states the problem 
when he says that tl-.e system of elevated roads will not be complete 
until a passenger in any part of Brooklyn can ride continuously to 
any part of New York and vice versa. When in this way the two 
cities become one the difficulties which now beset annexation will 
seem puerile. 

«-

The New Aqueduct and the Annexed District. 
Ex-Judge A. B, Tappen, who is a resident ot Fordhtim, was asked hia 

opinion about the new aqueduct and the recent appointment of Mr, Bald­
win as one of tbe CommJHsioners, 

" I think," said the Judge, " that Commissioners should be appointed who 
have not too much private business to attend to. The Mayor, Comptroller 
and Commiasicner of Pnblic Works have such official carea that they can­
not give proper attention to the details necessarily involved in the con­
struction of this great aqueduct. Hence, I think that tbe other Commli-
sioners ought to be persona who could devote their whole time to it, Mr. 
Baldwin may be so situated. I hope be is," 

" Do you favor tbe recent change of tbe route ?" asked the writer. 
" Yss; I think it was ji'dicious, although the line is longer; but, then, 

the land to be condemned ia not so costly," 
" What, do you think of tbe Rnmapo scheme ? " 
"Well, if we keep on wasting water as at present, in a few years even 

the new aqueduct will not supply ui with a aufflcient quantity for ths 
needs of our growing population. For my own part, I think we have water 
enough without a new aqueduct. We nse one hundred million gallons 
daily; that is, ninety gallons for every man, woman and child in the city. 
About one-half of tbia water is wasted. A meter system, which would 
force every family and factory to pay for what they use, would reduce 
tbe consumption over one-third. I slept in a bouse last night in which 
there were nine faucets on one floor. Many of these in different parts of 
tbe city are keptopen day and night, and what would make a river of water 
is drained away daily. I know tbe cry is wo cannot have too much water, 
and so we must go to tbe expense of building another aqueduct, which, 
when finished, will deliver three gallons to every one now supplied, I 
think the Commiasionera should recommend measures to the Legislature 
to pub a "top to tbe waste of water." 

" How about the Suburban Rapid Transit Road in the annexed district! 
When will it commence operations ?" 

"Tbe company have been at work three years, but I know nothing of its 
actions except from common rumor, A bridge is to be constructed across 
tho Harlem River at Second avenue, but it is believed it is to he for tbe 
lieneQtof the New Haven Road, The people in tbe central portions of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth wards cannot understand why th« 
Suburban Raoid Transic route does not include Third avenue, on tbe other 
side of tbe flarlenx River, An elevated road there would be immediately 
profitable," 

" Mr, Samuel L. Filley, tbe president of the Suburban Rapid Transit 
Company," replied the writer, "tells me that a lina up Third avenue in 
the Twenty third Ward would ruin the company, as an elevated road 
would injure property on an eighty-foot street, and so involve claims for 
damages. Hence his anxiety to get away from thoroughfares already 
built upon, so there can he no injury to property," 

"Judge Angell tells me tbat tbe Third avenue owners all agreed to make 
no claims for damages i" an elevated road wai buiit on the Hue of their 
street. This consent was given in the interest of a rival rapid transit 
sch en.e," 

" Why waa it not successful, then 1" asked the writer, 
" Because there was no possibility ot gel ting a bridge across Third ave­

nue, and hence the money could not be raised." 
"Hnw about parks in the annexed district 3" queried the interviewer. 
" Well," replied Judge Tappen, "the Commissioners h^ve prepared A 

report which is t-> be sent to the Legislature In a few days. Their renom-
mendations will probably be adopted, provided the acquiring title to tha 
proposed purchases does not coat too much, Tbe new parks will be of little or 
no value to anyone for several years to come, but provision ought to b» 
made for the next generation. See how badly New York city is off for 
breathing spaces. In any properly built city there ought to be a good 
sized park within twentj minutes' walk of overy house. Tbe parks in tbe 
annexed district should be inclosed, but very little money need be ipent 
upon them." 

Millbrook Drains. 
Notice is given tbat the bill of the costs, charees and expenses Incurred 

by reason of the proceedings in the above-entitled matter will bi presented 
for taxation to one of the justices of the Supreme Court, at the City Hall, 
on the 14tb day of January, 1881; and thnt the said bill of costs, charges 
and expenses has been deposited in the office of the Department of Publio 
Works, there to remain for and during the space of ten days. 
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Home Decorative Notes. 
—Correct taste can only be cultivated by incessant study, it is only 

knowledge that enables us to form a perfect judgment with respect to 
beauty and fitneaa, patience is required, and we m a v t r y numberless dif­
ferent schemes without touching upon one which is apparently successful, 
there a r e a l s o m a n y prejudices to overcome, but with constant persever­
ance we can occasionally look back through life and find that many have 
been dropped by the way. 

—The opalescent glass with gold or silver plating forms a very showy 
and beautiful wall decoration, and for the panels around a fire-place it ia 
extremely effective, aa tbe silver plating at the back refiecta tbe light, 
thereby making all tbe opalescent tints visible. 

—The hanging crescent basket ia a most graceful holder for either fresh 
cut flowers or growing grasses. 

—Shell shaped baskets of silver or gilt and filled with flowers of one 
color are much used for table centre pieces, 

—Fashion bas certainly given a wonderful fillip to a r t needlework during 
the past few years ; every now and then strange and curious designs and 
styles greet tbe eyes. Quite an original piece of work has recently been 
executed by Haas & Wirland, of 1295 Broadway, tbe article is a piano stool 
in representation of a mushroom, the seat of tbe stool is made of white vel­
vet, with a very delicate and odd bit of embroidery in gold cord placed 
upon one side, tbe stem is of olive green pinsh and rests upon a base 
formed of olive plush, from which springs two or three mushrooms of ten­
der growth. 

—The looking glass is not in itself a beautiful object, it ia even unpleas­
ant ii. large masses, a very great improvement therefore may bo obtained 
by painting on tbe glass and frame at one side a branch of blackberries 
with leaves, fiower and fruit; apple blossoms are also very delicate and 
graceful. 

—The exquisite tonftonnieres are works of a r t and supreme elegance; 
branches of the cherry tree in fiower and fruit, apples, peacbts and plums 
with silkon bags attached, are wonderfully at tractive. Tbe satin jugs of red, 
blue and yellow; Sedan chairs of pink satin, with at tendants gorgeously 
apparelled, gauntlets and helmets of steel, in fact every possible design is 
brought into requisition to entice the bonbon lovers. 

—A combined paper weight and inkstand is a bronze mat upon which is 
•eated the cunning Jocko, holding within his paws his favorite fruit, the 
walnut, which opens with a spring and discloses a receptacle for ink. 

—A small piece of camphor placed in canton flannel bags, in which sil­
ver is put away, will prevent tbe articles from losing their brilliancy. 

—Two Japanese fans of bright colors, opened wide and fastened together 
in the centre by a knot of ribbon, serves quite effectually to brighten side 
walls or give color to dark corners. 

—A very beautiful and extremely delicate design for a royal blue plush 
table scarf is the clematis flower, a very realistic effect is produced by 
forming the flowers with arrasene, cutt ing each end and fastening it in 
the centre by small yellow stitches in yellow filoselle, or, if you prefer a 
t iny gold bead, the latter ia quite effective. 

—A very striking and picturesque floral decoration is a large panel made 
of red and yellow tulips, bordered with ivy leaves. 

—Strange, extremely odd and startling designs are constantly being 
originated for the beads of canes and umbrellas. The skull head, carved 
in white ivory, which, by simply touching a spring, causes tbe eyes to 
roll, mouth to open and tongue to protrude, is novel, indeed. A pre t ty 
design for an umbrella handle bos a bird's claw in gold, clasping an ivory 
ball. The Kate Greenaway figures, delicately carved, are alao much used 
for ornamentation. A large assortment of these goods are shown by Linke, 
of 1188 Broadway, Tbia firm also offera a fine variety of stationery and a 
large collection of artistic articles in ivory; paper-knives, massive in size 
and in shapes of poignards, sabres, daggers, etc., with the wood colors and 
delicate amber tints. 

—White eider down flannel, embroidered with bunches of forget-me-
nots and tied about the stems with a bow of blue satin ribbon, is exceed­
ingly delicate and pre t ty for a baby's afghan. 

—Sham towels are made of fine linen or damask and embroidered across 
each end in outline work, groups of flowers or figures, finished with drawn 
work and tied fringe. 

—The plain effects of a bedroom mantel may be improved by banging 
in the centre a round or square bevelled mirror, with a frame of oak or 
plush, and on each side, a trifle above, place small shelves for vases, bric-
a-brac, etc. 

—Tbe small round or square brass-legged tables are fashionable upon 
which to serve afternoon tea, 

—Oyster plates are quite out of date, as the bivalve is now served upon 
the shell and imbedded in ice and celery, with apiece of lemon in the mass. 

—The taste in furniture changes, as in bonnets and gowns, for the simple 
reason tha t taste and fashion have grown to be synonymous. At tbe 
rooms of H. B. Herts & Son, of 747 Broadway, many elegant and tasteful 
designa in upholstery are offered; a variety of curtains, draperies and 
table covers, richly orne meuted parlor tables, with odd shelves for bric-a-
brac, mahogany hall seats, upholstered in choice designs of illuminated 
leather, and exquisite sets of dining room chairs and tables of oak and 
mahogany. 

—In selecting a carpet or paper for a room choose a medium tint, asdark 
carpets and walls absorb the light and give tbe room a gloomy appearance. 

—The display of silverware on tbe modern dinner table is not so great 
as during tbe past few years, all high pieces are banished to tbe silver 
chest, as the latest freak is a flat dinner table; tbe display now consists of 
Dresden and Royal Worcester vases, choice chaodelabra of china and 
beautiful specimens of glass. 

The Commercial Blunder of a Century. 
The rapid increase in the number of vehicles in the streets a t the lower 

end of the city is a mat ter of common observation. Blockades, even in 
fair wea .her and without tbe intervention of the snow, are of daily occur­
rence; and horse cars standing iike a continuous t rain almost a half mile 
long, on some of tbe west side streets, form such familiar spectacles tha t 
they are hardly observed. The blockade, also, of tbe sidewalks by goods in 
every conceivable form of package is only another sign of streets becom­
ing altogether unequal to tbe enormous traCBc which tbey must accom­
modate. 

The cause of this constantly increasing difficulty is of course easily 
explained. Business can expand only in a single direction, and against 
any movement in this direction all heavy butinesa shows a decided ten­
dency to resistance. But this, unfortunately, is not our only nor gieatest 
evil. While tbe area of traffic remains restricted, and the streets fail to 
expand to make way for the countless and rapidly increasing total of 
vehicles by which tbey are thronged, our methods of handling merchandise 
within the city do not improve. During tbe past fifty years we have made 
no substantial advance. We adhere, as closely as possible, to tbe original 
custom of locating warehouses, wholesale or retail, here, there and every­
where, without regard to fltuess or convenience, and of carting goods 
from pier to warehouse, and from warehouse back again to pier, whenever 
tbey are to be started anew over some line of transportation. Surely if 
Washington Irving was a true delineator of ancestral customs tbe original 
settlers on Manhattan Island must have invented these elaborate methods, 

^ \ and we have beeu careful to maintain them as a very precious inheritance. 
- ' — ^ As the case stands at present, the g ran t of eminent domain over the 

water front was about the worst misfortune tbat has befallen New York 
during its entire municipal history, Tbia water front is nobody's prop­
erty. The city itself, crippled by tbe honest demands of municipal gov­
ernment, superadded to the dishonest exactii-ns of political rings, has 
never felt able to take the responsibility of any comprehensive plan of 
water front improvement, and the riparian owners have possessed neither 
tbe power nor tbe confidence to act in their own behalf, A bundle of 
legal complications, and tbe worst dock and warehouse system in the world, 
are, therefore, the only products of tbe act which delegated the power of 
controlling our water front to bands by whom it haa been ignorantly and 
unskillfully wielded. Innumerable schemes for remedy have been sug­
gested. I t is not very many years ago since a syndicate proposed to 
take the water front property from the city, and, acquiring also all 
private rights, create a symmetrical dock system through which we could 
have been relieved from our present embarrassments. But this plan, like 
all other suggestions, came to nothing; and tbe muddle of conflicting claims 
and interests grows constantly more aud more difficult of adjustment. 

There is too much reason to fear that it is now too late to secure the 
improvements that New York needs as a means of maintaining her 
supremacy as a sbippiEg point over Brooklyn and other sections of the 
harbor. Not one package of merchandise, unless demanded for the local 
trade, should ever be seen upon the streets of tbe city. Yet a half square 
mile of drygoods, more or less, intended for distribution to all parts of the 
Continent, are collected in one section of tbe city, the section where a 
short water supply creates a chronic condition of fire panic. This seems 
very stupid; but drygoods are only one description of mei chandise among 
the variety that goes to make up the total of our export and import t rade. 
Were it not tha t Brooklyn, and tbe railroad corporations tbat find their 
terminal points in Jersey City, have come forward and taken a large pro­
portion of tbe heavy merchandise off our hands, monopolizing completely 
the handling of many articles of commerce, we might look to see men rol­
ling great hogsheads or barrels of sugar, flour, bacon, etc., up to warehouses 
located, perhaps, along Broadway, only to be rolled down again when tb© 
merchant or consignee who bas the goods in charge finds a customer in 
some distant city or port. 

Will it be possible now to secure a system of warehousing so int imately 
connected with tbe piers tha t the cartage of merchandise only in process 
of transportation through tbe city can be rendered unnecessary? Com­
plaint is made hy shippers tbat the sectional docks on tbe East R ive r 
occupy a great deal of valuable space, which should be devoted to tbe uses, 
of commerce. This is undoubtedly t rue ; but the space which they cover-
represents only a small par t of the valuable surface wasted along thsi 
water front. A possible half mile of storage warehouses are found to the^ 
southward of those docks; but elsewhere, all the way to the Battery, d r ink­
ing saloons, restaurants, cigar stores and other small establishments m o ­
nopolize tbe space.while tbe upper floorsof tbe buildings are used for offices,, 
or even barber shops and workshops, as foreign to the business of t r a n s ­
portation and storage as though the location -were a thousand miles inland: 
from any navigable stream. If you extend your observations along the' 
Hudson River you witness an almost precisely corresponding spectacle., 
The water front everywhere would impress the stranger with tbe idea tha t . 
the city of New York is an immense baziar or market for small trades­
men, bnt doing little a t wholesale. Added to the waste of space which ia; 
witnessed on every band, the Belt Line Railroad, pronounced a nuisance-
by all shippers, helps to make a passenger thoroughfare of streets which 
should be given up exclusively to freight transportation. The failure of 
tbe Dock Department to improve the water frout between Grand and 
Thirty-fourth streets adds, also, to the clutter and confusion of that section^ 
of the city. 

The remedy for all these evils is now more ea&ily suggested than applied. 
Warehouses, resting on a foundation of piers, could be constructed over 
our river streets, thus preserving them as a means of communication along 
our river front, while reclaiming the space now wasted by an improve­
ment not in any respect ornamental. This is tbe suggestion of a prominent 
officer of the Maritime Exchange, familiar with: dock systems at home and 
abroad, and it seems to bo about the only mean* remaining for the t reat­
ment of thoroughfares which are proving to b&an obstruction rather than, 
a benefit to the city. But the cost of the impro^wnaot, would have r j g r ea t s 
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too great to allow it to be undertaken by the c i ty; and the best mean? of 
securing the object would probably be found in the adoption of a general 
plan which private enterprise could be trusted to bring to perfection in the 
course of time. The city could purchase the franchise of the Belt Line 
Railroad, and allow tbe tracks to be used for tbe transportation of mer­
chandise. 

But one thought , 'a result of a careful study of our water front situa­
tion, occurs here, and it makes the adoption of any comprehensive plan of 
improvement in New T o r k seem for the present improbable. The 
water frout available for tbe service of New York commerce seems almost 
illimitable, and over very long lines, a t this t ime unoccupied, tbe title 
may be had for tbe asking. On the Long Island shore it extends all the 
way around to Coney Island, and it is being so rapidly improved in tbat 
direction that the day does not seem far distant when the improvements 
will have reached their objective point. Application for water rights 
reaching as far south as Fort Hamilton are even now being made, and when 
the people of Brooklyn apply for water rights I hey generally mean busi­
ness. But even Long Island is not tbe only nca* the best field of operations. 
We have seen recently on thenor ths ideof the entrance to the Kill Von KuU 
a supplementary port spring into being for the handling of one single pro 
duct, petroleum. There, twenty-five to th i r ty great ocean-going ships may 
beseena t a l l t imesawa i t i ng orreceivingcargoes, Bnt this is only the be­
ginning of a movement. Jus t across the channel from this new Por t Petro­
leum lies Staten Island, a segment of the metropolitan circle which, with the 
adjacent shore of New Jersey, offers within less than an hour's ride from 
the Battery, more than twice the extent of water front now improved 
throughout the entire Port of New York, This water front, too, is mors 
cheaply connected with tbe great railroad system oE tbe country than the 
portion of the harbor tha t lies to tbe eastward of the Hudson River and the 
Narrows, and it is, therefore, more susceptible of being turned to the account 
of economy and despatch in handling merchandise. Eventually, tbe Nar­
rows must be tunneled, and this work will help to place Brooklyn on a 
par with Stateu Island io point of accessibility; but a t present she shares 
the disadvantages of New York. In both ciiies the large capital required 
to improve the water front is a serious handicap a t the start , and the inef­
ficient means of handling merchandise is the cause of additional expense 
and a great deal of delay. 

W h a t it would be worth while for New York to undertake, as a means 
of clearing her streets and adding to ihe comforts of metropolitan life, is 
another question. Nature bas evidently decreed that, outside of our ship­
ping offices, she shall not have a monopoly of the commerce of the port, 
but while tbe great body of her shippers, taught by experience tha t their 
profits depend only on cheap wharfage and warehousing, without regard 
to location, may have become indifferent, the popular feeling would favor 
an effort a t improving our water front in tbe interest of the c i ty a t large. 

More Rap'd Transit. 
The Rapid Transit Commissioners are in Chicago, inspecting the cable 

system there, but will be a t work again in .^ew York next week. Before 
they left, Mr. John J. Macklin appeared before them to advocate addi­
tional elevated road facilities up town . The route suggested would skirt 
the west shore of the Harlem River until it intersects what would be th,:r 
line of One Hundred and Sixty-seventh street if extended, and. running 
westward, pass over the Croton Aqueduct and under Edgecomb road to 
Tenth avenue in a curved line to One Hundred and Sixty-ninth street and 
Eleventh avenue, from there going north to One Hundred and Eighty-flrst 
street, and, turning westward, pass along One Hundred and Eighty-first 
street to Kingsbridge road. From that point tbe line will run along 
Eingsbridge road to Kingsbridge. A branch road beginning at One 
Hundred and Eighty-flrst street and Eleventh avenue and running to and 
over the proposed suspension bridge over the Harlem River a t One Hun­
dred and Eighty first street, was also suggested as par t of tbe general plan. 
But while they are about it the commissioners would do well to propose a 
scheme for tbe whole city, embracing the water front, tbe cross streets 
down town, as well as additional facilities up town. A passenger should 
be able to ride to any par t of the city on one ticket. 

Contractors, Take Care of Your Dynamite. 
Mr. Patrick Farley was tbe contractor for blasting some rocks up town 

and bad a lot of dynamite cartridges lying on the sidewalk ready to be 
put in the holes tha t his workmen were preparing for them, when sud_ 
denly, from some unknown cause, the cartridges exploded and broke a lot 
of windows in the neighborhood. Mr. Richard Rollins bought up tbe 
claims of five of the injured owners and sued Mr. Farley and got judg_ 
ment for J;291 in tbe Marine Court. This judgment was affirmed by tbe 
General Term of that court, and then tbe Court of Common Pleas agreed 
with Mr. J. P. Reed, J r . , who was Mr. Rollins' lawyer, and again affirmed 
that judgment, Mr, Farley claimed tbat the cartridges exploded without 
any cause, so far as the evidence showed, and that he, having proven tha t 
it was impossible, under the circumstances under which they were lying 
on tbe walk, that they should explode, had freed himself from any 
charge of negbgence, Bnt Judge Van Brunt, who wrote the opinion of 
the Court, said tha t it was negligence for Mr. Farlej 's workmen to have 
left so dangerous a compound on tbe sidewalk uncared for and liable to. 
be disturbed by any passer by ; that he had no r ight to leave it unguarded 
on a public sidewalk ; and tbat while it was claimed tha t this article was 
not interfered with, and that it could not possibly explode, the evidence 
showed tha t it d id explode. Since this decision Judge Van Brunt haa 
very properly been elected to tbe Supreme Court bench. 

The Brooklyn Bridge, though a scientific success, is a financial failure. 
For i ra in tenance and the interest on its bonds it costs about $100,000 a 
month. I ts total receipts from all sources from May 25th to the last 
day of November, was S138,773, I t s average income would be less than 
$33,000 per month, if the present rates are maintained, but undoubtedly 

the footways will be made free by the Legislature and tbe railway fare 
reduced to three and perhaps two cents. I t is safe to say tbat under 
those circumstances the income would not be more than $10,000 per month. 
Kor the accommodation of foot passengers and vehicles the bridge is 
practically useless. I t is simply a railway bridge, which does not begin 
to pay the cost of construction. 

Concerning Men and Things. 
* ' * 

D, O. Mills is reported to have been badly hurt by the shrinkage of rail­
way securities and the unprofitableness of certain new rai lway enterprises 
in which he is interested. He is said to be a large loser by ihe West Shore 
enterprise; then he was a bull on Erie at forty, and it is suspected he lost 
something in tbe Northern Pacifies. Up io two years ago Mr. Mills was 
one of the most successful operator.'! in the country. He made a large for­
tune in California in rai lway enterprises; when he came East his every 
operation was profitable. His Lake Shore investments netted him immense 
suras of money. With all his losses Mr. Mills haa a very large fortune left 
—five millions at least. So it is probable he will have no occasion to become 
a charge on the Commissioners of Charities aud Corrections. 

* * * 
The Metropolitan Opera House has been tested as a ball room, bnt opin­

ions are divided as to iis superiority over the Academy of Music. I t affords 
more space for tbe dancers, which is a a unquestioned advantage, and the 
supper and retiring rooms are much superior ta similar accommodations 
in the rival house. But the seating room to witness the display is very 
scant, and people are forced to lake boxes, which makes the expense greater 
than ihe average ball-goer can afford. Then tbe balls are drafty and too cold 
for ladies in light dresses. As a spectacle, the interior is not as brilliant as 
is the Academy on a ball night, Tbe light colors of the decorations afford 
no background for the ladies'toilets. The military balls, with their uni­
forms, show lo much better effect than where all the gentlemen are in 
ordinary evening dress, A fancy-dress ball would, doubtless, be very 
effective a t the new Opera House, as the moving and many colored figures 
would afford the needed contrast to the light hues which prevail in the 
decorations. Still, the Opera House will probably continue to be in de­
mand, in view of the larger number which can be accommodated, 

* * * 
The financial distress is finding out the weak persons connected with our 

banking system. One of the bank officers, found to be in trouble last week, 
commenced his somewhat heedless course by giving bis name and counten­
ance to some very unsound mining schemes three yearsago. His signature 
figured on several prospectuses with people who had very little reputation, 
and whose enterprises have since come to grief. There is a general impres­
sion that before the trouble is over a good deal of rottenness will show 
itself where least expected in connection with the banking houses of the 
city, 

* * * 
The gentlemen who brought suit against Prince & Whiteley to recover 

money lost in the famous Bradshaw Mine deal, wanted to produce Mr. 
James R. Keene as a witness. Tbe judge, however, would not enforce the 
subpceoa against tbat gentleman, on tbe ground, according to a newspaper 
report, tha t Mr. Keene might himself be incriminated. This Bradshaw 
enterprise was one of the most barefaced and villainous swindles ever put on 
the investing public. There are hundreds of miserable swindlero in State 
prisons who are uot half as guilty as tbe concocters of this rascally fraud. I t 
is clear that Messrs. Prince & Whiteley were themselves deceived. I t is mar­
vellous, however, tha t they did not help tbe fleeced investors to bring the 
real criminals to justice. Mr, Keene's reticence in this mat ter is quite re­
markable, his friends and intimates were badly bitten, and he ought to 
have been the flrst to expose the scoundrels who were back of this Brad­
shaw deal. I t is preposterous to suppose that in telling the t ru th Mr, 
Keene would incriminate any but the guilty parties. 

Charles Delmonico. 
There is no doubt but that this gentleman was insane for some 

months before be disappeared. A wri ter iu the Sun gives an interesting 
account of his habits, from which we make,the following extract : 

One day be found a friend reading Herbert Spencer's volume on Educa­
tion. He took it away, read it through several timps, and was full of it 
for months afterward. The reading of this book induced him even to t r y 
the other works of Spencer as well as those oE H. T. Buckle. He knew 
some of tbe brightest songs of Beranger and Mnsset by heart. Painters, 
writers, actors, musicians were always welcome at his house. Some of 
the newspaper men we:e his chums for years, and be took even a pecu­
niary interest in several l i ter i ry ventures, notably the Arcadian. 

By and by, however, as tbe business of the firm and his interest in it 
increased, he began to li se the taste both for literature and for ar t . The 
removal of the firm's u p t o w n establishment from Fi.urteentb to 'Twenty-
sixth street seenjs to have ended bis intellectual aspirations. He gave up 
both books and pictures. Business and stock speculation were all he seemed 
to care for. The daily newspapers and once a week T H E R E A L ESTATE 
RECORD AND GurnE satiisfied him thoroughly, Finding bim one day 
absorbed in T H E RKCORD. a friend asked him whether that was bis Buckle 
and Spencer now. " Y e s , " was tbe answer, " a n d I'll tell you why. 
Because if I find here tbat you or anybody else took out a chattel mortgage 
I put a stop to his account a t the office, and d quick, too." 

Of course during all this time Mr. Delmonico was perfectly sane, bnt 
lately be speculated largely in stocks, discharged his most faithful employes 
and was a* morose as be had formerly been kindly. His was a pitiful 
ending to a useful life. 

» —— 
Holders of property between Eighth and Ninth avenues, north of the 

C&i.iral Park, are circulating petitions to the Board of Aldermen to change 
tbe name of New to Manhattan avenue. I t seems there are several "New " 
avenues up-town, as well as a New street down-town. I t has also been 
suggested that the property-holders in this same neighborhood should 
organize to discourage the building of common flats and poor bouses be­
tween tbe Park and One Hundred and Twenty-third street. When tbe 
















































