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The stock market still hesitates. It is awaiting news from the
corn flelds, If there should be no early frost there will be little or
no falling off in values, but the recovery to any higher prices will
be slow, even if all tho crops turn out better than is expected.
The liquidation we have passed through has been gso serious that a
prompt recovery of confidence is not to be expected. But an
assurance of plenty of food and the materials for clothing will be
a good thing in itself and eventually help the general trade of the

country.
e e

The scientists who are in convention at Philadelphia are to be
commiserated. That city in summer time is one of the hottest
localities this side of Hades. Visitors to the Centennial Exhibition
in the summer of 1876 will recall how suffocatingly hot and un-
wholesome was the chief city of Pennsylvania. It is a pleasant
enough place in the fall and spring seasons, and all who visit its
noble Fairmont Park are sure to come away with pleasant remin-
iscences, but the city’s situation is 8o enclosed that in warm weather
it i8 a very uncomfortable place. Yet at this hot season an elec-
trical exhibition is under way and quite a number of distinguished
British scientists are at another convention and will go back with
a most erroneous idea of our climate. New York is the place to
hold conventions in summer time. No one need be hot here for
more than a few hours, as Long Branch and Coney Island and
other cool places are only a few miles away.

Rl I P S

The last Legislature authorized the appointment of a commission
to thoroughly inspect our city tenement houses. The work has been
commenced, and the fiveinspectors who have been employed have
thoroughly examined over two hundred houses. One inspector will
give a detailed report of the plumbing, and Dr, Anna E. Daniels is
making a special study of the effect of tenement life on the health
of women and children, also in how far cigar making and other
employments are detrimental to health.

elg g ooy

This commission ought to collect some very valuable statistics,
but there is danger that sentimentalists and people with precon-
ceived theories may use the reports for unwise purposes. Our
State and local government should see to it that all residences, for
both rich and poor; are properly constructed. Fever nests and
unwholesome habitations should not be tolerated in any civilized
community, But we protestin advance against any official recog-
nition of views such as those of Prof. Adler, who wishes to reduce
rents for the poor by artificial machinery. Reducing the profits of
landlords would simply put a stop to house building and the
improvements of the tenements themselves. If capitalists cannot
be sure of the same return for money invested in tenement build-
ing asin other business, they will abandon that field to the event-
ual disadvantage of the poor themselves. VA

T i

The true solution of the tenement house question, as of thelabor
problem itself, is to thoroughly educate the children of the poorer
members of the community, and then to pay laborers a fair day’s
wages for a fair day’s work. If the working people are intelligent,
they will know enough not to live in unwholesome quarters, and
if they are in receipt of good wages, they can afford to pay reason-
able rents for comfortable apartments.

— e

Germany is forging to the front as a great colonizing and mari-
time power. Chancellor Bismarck and Premier Ferry have appar-
ently entered into an alliance to compete with Great Britain in
annexing distant regions and opening up countries to a commerce
other than that controllea by British capital. It is now very clear
that the Madagascar, Tonquin and Chinese wars were entered into
by the French government at the instigation of the great German
statesman. Kossuth, the Hungarian, is reported as saying that
France ‘‘ has no future as a colonizing power,” History endorses
his judgment on that point. It would seem as if the French con-
quests abroad must finally fall into the hands of Germany. The
latter, though as yet confined to an inland territory, undoubtedly
poesesses the people and the genius for an extended commerce,

and for planting colonies in distant regions. Already there is an
angry feeling between Germany and Great Britain, due to the
newly developed maritime enterprise of the former, and the time
may come when there will be a collision between these two powers.

e

A city paper suggests that the United States may eventually
profit by the war between France and China—but how? We have
no ships of our own, and what is quite as needful for a foreign
trade, no coaling stations in the Pacific Ocean. Were any American
statesman to propose the annexation of the Sandwich Islands or
the purchase of a port or ports on the coast of Asia, to lay the
foundation for future maritime enterprize, the ery of *‘job”
would be raised by all the newspapers and he would be driven
from public life. Until there is a change in the public temper our
government will never dream of emulating that of Great Britain,
Germany and France in endeavoring to extend our commerce and
secure positions in distant seas where our vessels could find a refuge
and secure needed supplies.

e

The leading tax payers were conspicuous by their absence from
the mass meeting to protest against the action of the Aldermen in
giving away the franchise for a horse-car line in Broadway, but of
course all good citizens sympathized with the object of the meet-
ing. The Aldermen were, in all human probability, bribed for the
votes they gave for that measure, and if New York was a frontier
town they would have stood a good chance of being lynched for
their misconduct. At the same time it will not be an unmixed
misfortune if ** Jake " Sharpe and the Seventh avenue company
get the franchise. It will rid Broadway of the omnibus nuisance,
and down-town passengers can reach the upper part of the city by
the Broadway and Seventh avenue connection on the west side.
This could not be done by an independent company. The offer of
the cable company of $1,000,000 was probably a bluff, but the cable
system has not as yet been tried in New York. If once establisned
upon Broadway it might interfere with other and greater improve-
ments, such for instance as the proposed Arcade road. But the
whole matter is a muddle and a disgrace to the local government
of the city. It will result, however, in still further curtailing the
power of the Aldermen, which we have always regarded as desir-
able.

entot gl o
The Paulist Fathers’ Church.

Tbe unfinished church of St. Paul, at Ninth avenue and Sixtieth
street, is one of the most noteworthy of the new buildings on the
west side, or indeed in the city. The architect is Mr. O'Rourke,
of Newark,

It is not, however, the architecture of the church that is the
most noticeable fact about if, but the extraordinary solidity,
massiveness and costliness of the construction. It is of great size,
the total length being 285 feet, the breadth outside being 125 feet,
and inside 112, of which 60 feet are given to the nave and 26 to
each aisle. The thickness of the side walls is thus 615 feet for
each. Inthu western towers the walls are still thicker. These
enormous walls ara of solid stone, a fact without any precedent
wo believe in New York buildings. Brickwork is only used in
turning the arches tunnelled through the towers to the central
porch and in the clerestory walls, which are lined with brick,
though faced on the outside with stone.

It is evident that such a construction must be enormously costly,
and one is not surprised to learn that the bare walls which alone
are visible, with scarcely any carved decoration and without the
towers, have cost half a million. The costliness is increased by the
peculiar intractableness of the material, a very dark granite, quar-
ried at Tarrytown. In depth and variety of color, no other granite
we know of is equal to it, and, when polished, none would be more
effective. Its use here is confined to the facing of the walls,
where it is laid up rough faced, the water tables and strings, which
are tooled, being of a lighter granite and the wrought work about
the openings of limestone. This latter material is the only stone
which appears in the interior, where it is used for the nave piers,
alternately polygonal and round, the wall surface being every-
where enveloped in plaster. The apparent ceiling of the nave is a
plastered barrel vault, the construction of the roof being framed
in timber, which in such a span ought to be an impressive piece
of architecture if exposed and well designed. Each bay of the
aisles is ceiled with a domical vault in wood with an opening at
the apex, receiving light from a skylight in the flat aisle roof.
These bulls-eyes are the only means of lighting the chapels, one of
which occupies each bay, the aisle walls being absolutely blind,
and the nave is lighted from the windows of the clerestory alone,
which are continued around the pentagonal apse. That part of the
aisle which is not absorbed by the chapels is a passageway merely,
the seating being apparently designed to be confined to the ample
nave.

The church is thus as simple a8 possible in plan, being without
transepts, a nave and aisles of eight bays, with the nave prolonged
into a pentagonal apse, It is nevertheless very impressive by
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sheer force of mass, for the most that can be said in favor of the
architecture is that the architect has forborne to fritter away the
inherent effect of his masses. The aisle walls, as has been said, are
unpierced. Shallow buttresses divide them on the outside and a
shallow niche is sunk in the centre of each bay, filled at present
with a rubble wall, denoting an intention to decorate the
gpace in future either by carving in relief or by flat dec-
oration, for either of which modes of enrichment the
. spaces are very well adapted. The towers are virtually golid,
also, and each of them is 40 feet square at the base. A deeply-
moulded portal pierces each at its base, crowned with a finial.
Above this the tower wall is rather panelled than buttressed, the
projected piers being in the plane of the wall below and the
central wall recessed a few inches only. Two small openings,
coupled and deeply modelled, pierce this wall at some distance
above the arched doorway, and still further up is a single small
lancet. Bu# |for these the towers are as yet solid shafts, though
two spires are designed to crown them, of which the higher is to
attain the height of 365 feet.

The feature of the west front at present is the central archway.
This is very wide, very lofty and very deep, its depth enhanced by
vigorous modelling of the jamb and arch, the former of which
members are to be decorated with three shafts of polished Scotch
granite on either side, the work now in place being of a bluish
sandstone. Above is another stretch of rubble wall, intended,
apparently, to be finished with an arcade of statued niches, and
above this is a heavily-pillared arcade of five openings standing
clear of the inner wall, which is pierced with five plain lancets cor-
responding to the openings of the arcade. The front is crowned,
not with the gable one expects to see, but with a high pitched
roof, the ridge of which is at right angles with the axis of the
church and which is hipped at both ends, hiding the main roof of
the church,

The architect deserves praise for forbearing to interfere with the
impression made by the solidity and severity of the masses. He
has nowhers made the most of these advantages except in the
deeply modelled porches of the west front, and in the openings
which punctuate the massiveness of the towers. The clerestory
windows, indeed, are very shallow in effect, being simply splayed,
whereas the actual thickness of the wall is sufficient to allow an
effect of depth to be produced without elaborate moulding. TLe
detail recalls early French Gothie, though the style isfar from being
pure, and the buttressing, consisting in applications of flat piers, is
more in the character of Italian Romanesque than in any variety
of northern work. The entrance to the basement at the west end
is incongruous with everything else, being a segmental arch, with
a protruding keystone, between panelled pilasters, the details all in
Renaissance, and in very bad Renaissance.

_ e

The Lawyers vs. the People.

Although our daily press is 8o completely under the control of
our governing lawyer caste that it rarely criticises the legal fra-
ternity, yet the leaders of the bar are beginning to be disquieted at
the attitude of the business community toward them. The latter
has been complaining bitterly, not only of the law’s delay, but of
its costliness and its utter inability to enforce justice among men,
All the inventions of the day tend to the economizing of money
and time, yet the law pays no heed to the spirit of the age, but is
as procrastinating and even more expensive that it was when stage
coaches were the swiftest means of travel. In transacting their
business through exchanges, brokers and dealers are dispensing
with the courts in settling their disputes. The commerce of our
great cities no longer pays tribute to the lawyer.

When Lord Coleridge was in this country, he pointed out the
fact tkut justice in England was more satisfactorily administered
than in the United States and with far less waste of time and money.
David Dudley Field has of late frequently called attention to the
waste of time and money that our legal machinery imposes upon
the corporate interests of the country. This is a subject he under-
gtands thoroughly, and his testimony is of value on that point.

Judge Dillon, in his recent address before the American Bar
Asgsociation, made what is substantially an apology for the short-
comings of our legal system. He acknowledges that ‘‘the law in
its present condition was fairly open to the threefold objection, of
want of certainty, of want of publicity, and of want of conven-
ience.” This is rather a blind way of stating the case. In point of
fact we have too much law and too little justice, and what little
we get of the latter costs altogether too much. Judge Dillon does
not pretend to tell us how our legal machinery can be reformed.
‘We are in the hands of the lawyers—they are our ruling class.
Our judges are lawyers, of course, and so are nearly all our legisla-
tors and executives. It is the A merican legal practitioner who
makes our laws in legislative halls, who expounds them from the
bench and who executes them as Mayor, Governor or President.
No privileged class was ever known to give up voluntarily any of
its powers, and there is small chance of any reform until the law-

yers lose their monopoly of power. How this is to come about it
i8 hard to tell, for the lawyer is a member of the only profession in
this country which is trained for public life, But the world moves
and the close of the nineteenth century will witness a revolt in this
country against the wasteful, iniquitous and time-killing machinery

of our law courts.
e A e e

‘The Real Estats Situation.

The following tables will be scanned with interest by dealers and
investors who are getting ready for the fall campaign. It will be
noticed that a few more buildings were projected during the past
month than in the corresponding months of 1882 and 1883. The
proposed outlay is a trifle larger than that of last year, but not
quite so large as in 1882. There are a few more new buildings to
be erected east of the' Central Park than in the August of 1888,
while the proposed outlay in that quarter this year is largely in
excess of last year, showing that a costlier stiyle of building is being
erected. The conveyances during the past month are in excess of
the figures given last year, but the aggregate consideration is nof
quite so large. More mortgages were given this year than last but
the total amount represented is much smaller. The tables show a
decided increase of business for the first seven months of this year
as compared with the same period last year. Altogether the fig-

ures are very satisfactory from a real estate point of view. The
following are the tables :
BUILDINGS PROJECTED.
August, August, August.
1882, 1883
Total No. buildings prOJected 185
Estimated cost.. G $2,046,500 $2,231, 920
No. soubh of 1d4th street.. 23
................................... $389,300 $343, 450
Bet. 14th & 59th streets.....coeevveeisena, 30
........................... $515,600 ssas,m
Bet. 59th & 125th sts, east of 5th av. 84 47
3481.6203 $662,450
$103,000 $276,250 $344,000
1
0 $7,000 $58,000
29 15 9
$423,000 $178,200 $179,650
34 54 62
S R IO R B0 BT e S $171,525 $208,600 $133,870
— 188%2. ~ - 1883, — b 1884, S
0. Cost. No. Cost. No. Cost.
Jan. to Aug., inel 1,719  $31,235,162 1,928  $33,417,719 2,130  $83,089,708
CONVEYANCES,

188€3. No. Conveys. Amount. Nom. 23d & 24th W. Amount. Nom,
Jan, -July. inc. 7,875 $102,549,029 1,694 $2,389,945 291
August. 805 0,628,119 '157 93 229 419 28

Total...... 8480 112,177,148 1,851 907 $2,619,364 244

1884,
Jan, -July, Inc. 8,005 $127,403,437 1,876 1,079 $2,269,294 2565
August.. 719 9,576,398 210 116 278,707 19

Total...... 8814  $136.979,835 2,086 1,105  $2,543,001 27

MORTGAGES.
No. to
No. No. at Banks &

1883. Morts Amount. 5p. c. Amount. Ins. Cos. Amount
Jan, -July, ine... 6,249 $72,688,739 2,100 $27,163,310 1,064  $26,476,8:2
August. . AT 8,238,521 179 2,635,667 117 8,448,

Total........ 660 880,027,260 2,279 $20,798,977 1,181  $20,924,012

1884.

Jan.—July, inc... 6,712 $77,412,286 2,712 $30,509,307 1,179 $25,622,585

August...... S 639 6,900,525 251 3,155,271 111 2,280,250

Total........ 7,351 $84 312,811 2,963  §83,664,578 1,290 SW.QDEE
_.'—-——-—

The Future of Railway Travel.

Our railway system bears such a relation to the value of land
that it is eminently proper we should discuss it from a real estate
point of view. What gives value to land is its nearness to a mar-
ket or a business centre, and as railways diminish the time

between distant points, it follows that they are among the most*

potent factors in determining values and increasing the price of
realty.

The railway system has passed through several phases, At the
first the desire of each locality was to get railway communication
to the nearest market. The cannecting of local into general lines
and their final consolidation into trunk lines was next in order.
Competing railways and other causes bring about the next greaf
evolution, that is the carriage of freight at a minimum cost. The
most surprising as well as encouraging fact in our railway history
is the constantly reducing cost of freights on all the great lines of
the country. It is admitted that the great trunk lines during the
past three years have made little or no profit on food products,
especially such as are exported abroad,

The time has now come when further improvements in our rail-
way system are in order. One of these is the lowering of passen-
ger fares, and the other is such improvements in the physical con-
dition of the lines as to give us more rapid transif.

With regard to cheaper fares, it is manifestly unjust to bring a
dead hog from Chicago to New York for 75 cents and charge $23
for a man or woman, who require no labor to handle in loading and
unloading the cars. The charge for bulky freight such as flour,
wood and stone is a mere trifle compared with the fare demanded
of a passenger.

The railway companies could afford to do this service at far less
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than the present price. Great reductions in fares have generally
proved advantageous to the railway system. The English railway
companies declared they would be ruined when the British Parlia-
ment forced them to run workingmen's trains for a halfpenny a
mile. But these same Parliamentry trains, as they are called, have
proved a veritable bonanza to the railway companies in Great Brit-
ain. The day will certainly come when $5 from New York to Chi-
cago will not be regarded as a low price.-

As to time consumed, our American lines are far behind those of
Great Britain and the continent. William Barnett Le Van, a well-
known engineer, gives the following table, showing the superiority
of the foreign compared with the swiftest American roads:

FOREIGN ROADS,

Between Miles. Minutes, M. per hour
Manchester and Warrington................. .. 168 18 581g
Paddington and Swindon ........c..oooiaa... 2 Tilg 87 53 1-5
Hitchin and Peterborough....c..cvveee civennns 4414 0 53
@Grantham and Dopeaster... ........ ..... Ao 505 58 5§ulg
Grantham and Londom... ...oeveenseaananainens 105 124 51
Northampton and Willesden....... . Bt’ﬁ 70 5134
Rugby and Willesden .... 77 92 50;2
Liverpool and Stockport g7 45 B
London and Kettering.. ’JE}?; 87 4945
Bedford and Kentish Town . ..................... B 60 48
York and Darlington.......oveeeniies covenionns 4444 53 50
Carlisleand Beattock........cooiiieaniaianan... 30 48 4933
Carlisle and Carstairs......e.ooovieein cinnnnen. T3 91 4814
Lincoln and Spalding.....covvvencaaerroaninn oo 38 47 48 5-6
Valeoce and Avignon..... S ks v 109 42
Dijon and Macon....... e 112 42
Qoutras and Angoulime.. 51 69 4414
Berlin and Magdeburg.... e 8814 127 42
BpARAAU AN SEOIAAL .+ vevrroeennns o e 5734 82 42

Between Miles Minutes. M. per houre
Germantown Junction and Jersey City..... ... 84.3 104 9.4
Philadelphia and Jersey City ......... . X 89.7 113 47.1
Philadelphia and New York... 90.7 120 45,1
Jersey City and Philadelphia. 80.4 112 479
Philadelphia and New York... A 90.4 120 45.1
Baltimore and Washington.... veveevevennann, 40 53 43.8

It will be noticed that in this table our great trunk lines like the
New York Central do not figure at all. The reason why our trains
are not so fast is because of the straighter lines and superior road-
bed of the English and continental railways. Our engines are
quite as powerful, for on the two principallines between New York
and Philadelphia seventy and eighty miles an hour are made daily
on certain sections of the traclk. It is not made all the way, because
of the numerous curves, on which it is not only dangerous but a
waste of power to run swift trains. According to Mr. Le Van we
ought to make fifty-five miles an hour between New York and
Chicago. In other words a train leaving New York at 7 P, M.
should reach Chicago by 12 M. next day.

Doubtless the work of consolidating railway systems is not as yet
completed. There are many economies to be effected in run-
ning great systems of railways under one management. The
travelling and the business public are alike benefited by having to
deal with one set of officers in all parts of the country. But the
evolution of our railway system is in the two directions we have
indicated, the lowering of passenger fares and better times between
distant points.

—_————

'The stonecutters are now putting themselves in the wrong. They
have struck, not for higher wages or shorter hours, or against a
reduction in wages, but because their employers buy their material
in the cheapest markets. The men wish to coerce the bosses into
purchasing from establishments which employ only union men,
This is really a matter which should not concern them at all. The
bosses are wise in tryiog to reduce the cost of building material,
and the stonecutters are in the wrong from every point of view.
They will lose their time and money and will discourage capitalists
from entering into new enterprises. The bricklayers and stone-
cutters are doing all they can to put a stop to the erection of new
buildings, and in this way are injuring the industry by which they
earn their bread.

e

The Sanitary Engineer makes a plea for the lawyers apropos of
the legal difficulties put in the way of corporate enterprises,
especially in connection with city railways. It argues that not-
withstanding the enormous cost and the waste of time, that the
litigation is not only necessary but useful in determining the equa-
tion between public and private rights. This is an optimistic view
to take of the costly and time-killing action of our courts in dealing
with local railway enterprises. David Dudley Field, who has
profited as much perhaps as any other lawyer by railway litigation,
18 upon record as saying that the delays and costs of our legal
machinery are simply monstrous and must be abated, for there is
danger of a popular uprising against courts unless they simplify
their methods and cheapen their services,

P e —

How flat, stale and unprofitable are the discussions incident to
the present presidential contest. There has been no principle at
stake ; the canvass has become a personal one. St. John makes the
only issue, for there is nothing to choose between the platforms ot
Blaine and Cleveland, while Butler’s canvassis a mere hunt for
notoriety,

Qur Prophetic Department.

QUESTIONER— It looks now as if we shall have a very quiet elec-
tion. Do you see anything to create a commotion before the voting
comences !

Sik ORACLE—I do not. Itisa grave fault in our system of gov-
ernment that at certain arbitrary periods our peopla should be
forced to choose new officers. Our election system should be so
elastic that when we had secured a satisfactory administration it
should not be displaced for the time being. The general feeling is,
I think, that President Arthur is governing very well, and that, if
there was any legal way of doing i, his administration should be
continued until such time as new emergencies called for new men
and new measures. The British system is superior to our own in
this respect.

QUESTIONER—From what you say I would infer that you think
the Republican party would bekept in power if vhe issues were dis-
tinctly drawn and the candidates were equally unexceptionable,

Sir O.—I hardly meant to say that. A study of the political con-
tests since the war shows that the opposition vote issteadily increas-
ing, Compare, for instance, the immense majorities which Presi-
dent Grant received to those of Hayes and Garfield. I am inclined
to think that the anti-administration vote to-day is the largest.
Had the election taken place immediately after the nomination of
Cleveland he would have been elected without a doubt.

QUESTIONER—So0 you now think that Blaine will be chosen?

Sir O.—I did not say that. This is a very puzzling campaign ;
even the September and October elections will not tell the story,
because of the entirely new factors that will enter into the contest
in November. The Butler and the St. John votes represent two
unknown quantities in the election problem. At first it looked as
if the moral sense of the community was to be arrayed against
Blaine because of certain questionable business transactions, but
Cleveland’s unclean private life puts an end to that issue. Tens of
thousands of voters who would gladly have helped to put a
reform governor into the White House will hesitate to vote for a
man who sends his illegitimate child to an orphan asylum and who
incarcerates its mother in a private asylum without due process of
law. The religious press as well as the women’s papers have, I see,
taken strong grounds against the Democratic candidate. As
between Blaine and Cleveland the average honest voteris ‘‘ between
the devil and a deep sea.”

QUESTIONER— What else strikes you in connection with this elec-
tion ?

SIR O.—You will recollect that in these conversations I have fre-
quently called attention to the changes that have been brought
abouf by civil service reform. I have said it would cripple the
political machines by drying up their sources of revenue. The law
now forbids office holders from contributing to campaign funds,
The ¢“gpoils system,” if not done away with, is so crippled that but
few of the workers and heelers can be promised positions. Now,
what do we hear from both Republican and Democratic headquar-
ters? Why, that it is inapossible to raise money for necessary cam-
paign expenses; hence the promise of a rather tame election
There will be fewer processions and mass meetings, and in all prob-
ability a far smaller vote polled.

QuEsTIONER— What is the business outlook ?

SIr O.—All depends on the corn crop. If there is no frost for the
next ten days the outlook will be from fair to middling. In no
event do I look for any extraordinary business activity, Prices
will continue to droop the world over, for crops are abundant every-
where and production is being limited on account of the shrinkage
in values, due to the operation of the gold unit of value in the com-
mercial world. When great stores of silver or gold have been dis-
covered in times past the business of the world has been stimulated
wholesomely; but England and Germany, with the countenance
of the monied classes in other countries, have by the force of posi-
tive law degraded silver from its rank as a money metal to bea
commodity, mere merchandise, and a blight has consequently fallen
on the business of the whole world. In this jconnection I wish
to call the attention of the public to the following admirable letter
which I find in Bradstreef’s. Thereisso much downright falsifica-
tion about silver in the financial articles of the New York papers
that THE RECORD AND GUIDE is doing the community a service in
calling attention to the right side of this question whenever it is
wisely and temperately presented. Hereis the letter :

To the Editor of Bradstreet’s:

S1r—Your paper of the 9th reiterates a statement made by it before,
to wit.: ‘‘That the social forces of the business world have been drawing
away from the use of silver as a money metal.” It is very curious, if this
is so, that the tendency or the fact did not dizclose itself for 300 or 3,000
years, more or less, until after Germany and the United States had fol-
lowed England ten or twelve years ago, in the endeavor to make mer-
chandise of gilver by force of law.

You remark again: ‘' As we have repeatedly said, there was never any
general demand for the silver dollar by the people of the country, It
only existed in the minds of congressional demagogues and a few western
editors, backed by theselflsh interests of the silver mining interests.” If
this is true, it is curious with what a whirlwind silver was remonetized
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when ths people discoversd what the lenders of money had done in the
matter; how feeble was the President’s veto and all the owlish wisdom of
the gold oracles against the popular tide and how flatly have fallen all
their warnings since, all the recommendations of presidents and intro-
ductions of bills to undo what the Bland bill did. Since the first uprising
of the people on the subject there has not, it is true, been much that a gold
advocate would be likely to interpret as a ‘‘ popular demand.” But itis
because the friends of silver have nof felt the need of it. All the move-
ments against silver since the status given it by the Bland bill have fallen
ptillborn. And if you don’t think it will be so in the future just watch it.

The world may be approximately divided into borrowers and lenders,
the mass being, of course, borrowers, Naturally, the lenders desire to
make money scarce so that it will be dear. As naturally, the borrowers
desire that it shall be plenty so that it will be cheap. .And suppose the
question to come to votes, how can you expect the borrowers to feel much
trepidation about being outvoted £

Gold and silver, as you know, but never say, are peculiarly adapted, by
reason of their qualities, for use as money; almost infinitely more so than
any other known substances, Mankind learned this almost before they
had any laws. Thesingle advantage gold has over silver tor such use is
that it costs about fifteen times as much labor to get an ounce of it out of
the ground as it does to get an ounee of silver. That advantage has been
neutralized by providing for certificates to represent it in circulation.
And it leaves the advocates of gold not one inch of fair standing room in
the argument that I can see.

That is the way the western and southern, and, I dare say, the mass of
the eastern people regard if, and they look upon the effort to demonetizs it,
save as a token coin, and thus to reduce the coin of the world by more
than one-half, as the effort of the lenders to get an undue advantage of the
borrowers—as the effort of the rich to get away from the poor by legisla-
tion, and by giving no consideration whatever, a great part of the little
they have.

Now suppose the government were to turn all the needed subsidiary
coin in the country into bars of absolutely pure gold and silver, stamping
thege bars and depositing them in safe keeping, and then issue certificates
representing them, as it does now representing gold and silver coin,
what better curreccy could there be? what objections could there be to
it 7 what inconvenience would it entail on anybody ? Suppose Europe
and Asia and America should adopt this system, agreeing upon the ratio
between the two metals which prevailed for 300 years prior to about 1870,
and which was fixed by natural not by human laws, and under which
by the way silver was always at a slight preminum over gold: what better
monetary system could be devised for the world ? If there should not be
enough, say that nations agree to issue twice or three timei as many
dollars in certificates as there are dollars in pure bullion on deposit in
their respective treasuries.

It may be said that the world cannot be induced to so agree—certainly it
cannot until some nation sets the example. And what nation better sit-
uated to do it than the United States? There would be no silver (or gold)
to cart around to settle balances, and the world would have an inter-
changeable currency all around. Do you suppose that through the oper-
ation of social forces the business of the world would draw away from
such asystem ? If so, what social forces and why should they ¢ And what
risk would the United States incur by adoptiag such a system for itself ¢

It seems to me that it is the gold men who are trying to change the
laws of nature by imbecile legislation, and that if they could suddenly
have their way it would plunge mankind by a quick reduction of values
into a distress entirely unprecedented in extent and severity. And all
for the benefit of a few who have got too much already, and who exhibit
no quality now but greed of more. Ifit be said that it would be only a
relative change in values, that to reduce the specie of the world by 50 per
cent. would enhance the value of a farmer’s houss or day’s work as much
as it would the specie retained and thus leave things even, why not go on
in the same road, withdraw all paper money in ecirculation, abolish the
banks, and leave nothing but gold as a medium of exchange, or, rather,
with which to finally settle balances? That the change advocated by the
gold men would be disastrous is sufficiently established by history, which
shows that the condition of mea has been darkest where and when there
was the least money. So that, to urge that the change would be but rela-
tive does not meet the objection to it. The objection is, to reducing the
amount of spacie, arbitrarily, by law, for the convenience or gain of the
few at the certain expense of the many, and for no other reason, while
the need of specie is rapidly increasing with the increase of population
and the expansion of business, and the natural supply, if it is not actually
decreasing, is at a standstill. That is the impregnable position occupied
by the people and the so-called friends of silver, and I believe we shall all
be hundreds of years dead before they will be dislodged from it.
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The Manhattan Magazine, a well-conducted and enterprising publica-
tion, is, it seems, in some filnancial trouble. Our Conlinent is also under-
stood to have been an unsuccessful venture. Magazines in this country
generally have a hard time of it. Harper's Monthly and the Century
have great circulations and are very profitable, but it is doubtful whether
any other magazine published within the last quarter of a century has
paid expenses. Most of them are kept alive to advertise the publishing
house whose name they bear, but magazine literature generally is voted
glow in this fast newspaper age. The trouble with nearly all of these pub-
lications isthat they are too literary. The successful ones, such as Har-
per’s, are those whose principal feature is illustrated articles, giving valu-
able information about men, things and places,
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Deseronto, Canada, is lighted by gasmade out of sawdust. It is claimed
that the works show a product of 800,000 feet of gas out of thirty tons of
sawdust, at a cost of $106, with by-products of an aggregate value of $101,
making the net cost of the gas $5, or 1.66 cents per 1,000 feet.

Home Decorative Notes.

—If there is one thing more d:lightful in a pleasant retrospect of a
visit than another it is when we remember the peculiar and charming
atmosphere which pervaded the hospitable home where we have been
received as a guest; many homes are cozy and even luxurious, and yet
haye not that irresistible atmosphere of harmony in all things; some of
the grandest rooms in the world are as infelicitous as they are preten-
tious; it is not splendor the world needs, but homes full of sweetnegs
and simple beauty and should represent as far as is possible the taste and
grace of the family.

—A scarf of fine white linen with drawn work and embroidered with
geometrical designs in red and white ¥rench cotton forms an attractive
cover. y

—A very pretty and serviceable tidy is made of scarlet felt, with strips
of black velvet alternating, on the various strips embroider little fans
and all sorts of curious designs in bright and varied colors of eilks, finish
the bottom of the tidy by pinking the felt, let the velvet strips run down
to form a point and put a tassel made of the different colored ailks on
each point.

—The legs and arms of all fashionable chairs are now covered with
plush.

—The conventionalized thistle, worked up in’ shades of pink flloselle, is
one of the newest and favorite designs for a pongee chair back,

—Chamber furniture is little changed, though the tendency is to lower
the head board somewhat in order that a plcture may hang on the wall,
or there may be a canopy draped above it; olive and maple woods are
used for light suites.and mahogany and cherry for. darker woods; silk
chintz, in Pompadour colors of pale blue and rose, is used for young ladies’
chambers where expense is not considered, while for plainer rooms are
repped cretonnes and momie-cloths or inexpensive wool stuffs,

—Opnlescent glass, with gold or silver lining, makes a beautiful wall or
ceiling decoration.

—1It is said that nothing is better to clean silver with than alcohol and
ammonia, finishing with a little whiting on a soft cloth.

—An exquisite mantel cover of shaded green plush has a scarf covering
the shelf and hanging over each end half way to the floor, these ends are
embroidered with very delicate pink roses in ribbon work, the leaves in
velours, across the front of the mantel is a straight lambrequin gathered
up very short at each corner of the shelf and fastened to the scarf with a
large bow of wide pink satin ribbon, across the centre of this lambrequin
is a spray of the pink roses, the edge is finished with pink and green plush
balls alternating in color.

—For many purposes of decoration and utility metals are becoming
exceedingly popular, and where they are not available metallic effects are
sought for, bronzes of all styles and colors, blue nickel, copper, iron and
brass are cast, stamped or wrought into countless forms of grace, or asso-
ciated writh precious woods, stone and other materials greatly enhance
their beauty.

—The most elegant screens are more usually of solid materials than in
decorative nesdle work, stained and opalescent glass, embossed leather
and hammered brass are all framed for this purpose.

—Tambourines are converted into receptacles for letters, they are often
painted with artistic designs and decorated with colored ribbons.

—A wall banner of myrtle green serge is ornamented with branches of
lilacs in arrasene, the fine close blossoms being effectively simulated.

—Immense satisfaction and comfort may be derived from the fact that
flies, which are a familiar nuisance, may be effectually dispelled by the
use of laurel oil, and it will not only free us of these pests but preserve
looking glasses and picture frames when coated with it.

—Verona and Japanese silks are the favorite materials for vestibule
curtains.

—Nothing conduces more ;than black to st off china, especially blue
china, old delf and the exquisite bits of Nankin ware; a charming effect is
obtained if the background of the cabinet is lined with a warm yellow
plush.

—Very pretty shaving cases are made of Bristol board cut in the shape
of a palette, with leaves cut in the same shape also and all tied together with
narrow ribbon and fastened with a large bow of ribbon containing say three
different colors; decorate the outside of the cover with sprays of fruit or
flowers in water colors.

—For dining rooms English oak and dark mahogany are the chosen
woods; the wood-work of the room should match that of the furniture;
the dining table is now square-cornered and of severe style, as all orna-
ment upon it is coneealed by the rich cloth of plush with tapestry border.

—Lustra painting makes beautiful ‘effects on lambrequin covers, one
recently noticed was of a rich shade of brown velvet, decorated with the
sunflower design.

—Very attractive workbaskets are made of macreme cord, I:heydara
erocheted in the shape of slippars and are stiffened with white glue, a rib-
bon is run in and a bow finishes the top of the slipper.

—@old couchings are so easily done and give so much in return for the
labor that they may be unhesitatingly commended to those who wish to
embroider, but have not the neatness of touch and the knowledge of
color that silk embroidery requires; a very effective scarf toilet cover for
a dressing-table is of wine-colored plush, which has at each bend large
Renaissance scrolls done solidly in conchings of gold thread; some hand-
some scarf table covers are made by applying bands of gold cloth on olive
plush, on these bands are placed scalloped disks of dark olive, and ubove
these smaller disks of light olive, and each is finished with a heavy couch-
ing of different tints of olive filogelle.

























































