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Tbe stock market bas been weak, and it ahowa no sigiiR of imme­
diate recovery, Tfae assurance that a great corn crop has been 
secured seems to have had no effect beyond perhaps stopping a 
serious break in prices. Tfao fact is. railway earninga are small, 
notwithstanding the large amount of wheat which is being carried 
and it is not likely that the companies will average as good a busi! 
ness as last year until the corn begins to move in quantities, which 
will not be before December. In the meantime it looks as if wo 
will have a dull, but reasonably strong, market. The savings of 
the community promise to go into real estate this fall and winter, 
as all securities from railways to those of banks and other corpora­
tions are looked upon with suspicion. 

The corn crop is at last out of danger; a frost now would not 
injure more than 50,000,000 bushels, which is a small percentage 
of a crop which may reach 1,900,000,000 bushels. " Sir Oracle " last 
spring ventured to predict tha t thia summer's corn crop would be 
a very large oue. He argued that the high price of com for three 
yeara paat, its exceptional value as compared with wheat for cattle 
feeding, would lead to an immense area of ground being planted in 
that cereal. Aa we have had partial failures of the corn crop since 
1881, he thought that on- the doctrine of averages this year the 
weather conditions would be favorable. Hence, he believed that 
a good season would result in acorncrop of over two billion bushels. 
Tbe agricultural bureau, however, places the total somewhat lower, 
but then the corn of this summer is exceptionally good. There 
were never finer ears grown, and measured by quality a crop of 
1,900,000,000 bushels ia more valuable than a very much larger crop 
in quantity. The country is to be congratulated upon the vast 
addition to its wealth which thia great corn crop insures. 

The political canvass drags its slow length along. So far it has 
been a campaign of personal assaults of the lowest kind. Our polit­
ical journals are really unreadable, and wise parents would do well 
to keep them away from their children. Some time since T H E REC­
ORD AND GUIDE tried to start an agitation for holdmg a national 
convention to revise the constitution of the United States. If no 
other good would come of it we argued that it would purify and 
ennoble political discussions in this country. If our public men and 
the press were earnestly engaged in discussing the fundamental 
principles which lie at the foundation of our government they 
would have no time or heart to canvass the private liven or morals 
of opposing candidates. Tbe contemplation of great themes 

[elevates the mental horizon of the citizens of free repub-
ilicp, but personal politics are always degrading. Better a 
foreign war or a great national peril than peace and plenty with 
i people's passions stirred by details of the private corruption of 
; their eminent men or the dishonor of their publfc life. 

J — • • — ' 

I Mr. Henry Villard unbosoms himself in a letter to the stock­
holders of tho Northern Pacific Road. He makes a very good 
jdefense for himself. He w^as deceived, it seems, by his engineers. 
|They said that $30,000,000 would be sufficient to complete the 
iNorthern Pacific Road. It took nearly $40,000,000. The Northern 
Pacific was frequently on the verge of bankruptcy, because the 
igovornment failed to issue patents for the lands when money was 
most needed. The West Shore engineers, it will be remembered, 
made even greater mistakes in their estimates than did the North­
ern Pacific engineers. Such errors are inexcusable, and the engi­
neers who make them should be put on a black list to warn all 
railway promoters not to engage them. An under-estimate of 10 
or 15 percent , might be explainable, but when the cost is double 
ind treble the original estimate the engineer making the mistake 
cannot be too sternly condemned. 

Chicago is growing so fast that the tenement house, such as is 
known in its worst forms here East, is beginning to make its 
ippearance. That city, fortunately, can grow in any direction but 
>ne. It is the greatest railway centre in the country, and hence 
leretofore there baa been plenty of cheap land on which to build 
iwttagea for the wprking classes, p u t the saipf impulse which 

attracts the well-to-do into hotels and apartment houses bas created 
a demand for tenements for tbe poor, where they can herd with 
their fellows. This has caused some alarm among benevolent and 
public-apirited Chicago capitalists, and they are moving in the 
matter to prevent a duplication of our poorer and viler tenements 
in tho capital of the Northwest. I t is proposed to build the right 
kind of houses and offer the apartments at rents so low that there 
will be no demand for tenements of the meaner sort. The Impulse 
which actuates these Chicago capitalists is a good one, but there 
should be no codling of the poor—no giving them gratuities to 
leseen their self-reapect. The leading citizens of Chicago should 
see to it that there is a wise building law enacted which will force 
house builders to put up structures affording proper light and air 
to tenants and guarding them against the evils of infection from 
defective plumbing. Then the working people should be encour­
aged to purchase tbeir own cottages, for there is an abundance of 
land south, west and north of Chicago suitable for homes for the 
working classes. The magnificent railway systems of that city can 
supply all the accommodations needed even were Chicago ten timea 
ita present aize. 

A Few Significant Facts. 
Rufua Hatch haa a good head, but in business matters he is apt 

to be " too previoua." His talks ia the newspapers are interesting 
reading but the facts he sets forth are not seldom wrongly inter­
preted. In a recent conversation he draws a comparison between 
lb73 and 1884, to show how much better off we are now than 
eleven years ago. Then our population was not more than 39,000,-
000; it is now 57,000,000. In 1873 onr wheat crop, the largest raised 
up to that time, was 281,000,000 bushels; that of 1884 may reach 
620,000,000. The corn crop of that year was 933,000,000 bushels, 
while the lowest estimate of the crop of this year is 1,800,000,000. 
Our oat crop was then 280,000,000 bushels, while this year it may 
reach 600,000,000 bushels. During the past nine vreeks we have 
exported 18,000,000 bushels of wheat, against 11,000,000 bushels 
last year. The total railroad mileage in the United States in 1878 
was less than 70,000 miles ; to-day it is fully 122,000 miles. The. 
increase in the business of the country is shown by the traasactions 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company. In 1873 it had 154,000 
miles of wi re ; in 1883 it had 433,000 miles of wire. The groas 
earnings in 1878 were $9,300,000 per annum ; in 18S3 they were 
$19,400,000. Tha number of messages had increased in the aame 
time from 14,400,000 to 41,000,000. In the meantime rates had 
been reduced from 64 cents to 38 cents per message. In 1873 a 
message from New York to Chicago cost $2.50 for ten words ; to-day 
twenty words can be sent for 35 cents. 

Mr. Hatch f urtheir calls attention to the significance of the growth 
of Chicago, Kansas City, and he might have added New York, as 
well as other cities, w^ithin these ten years. The anthracite coal 
trade has added one-third to its production, while petroleum has 
increased from 188,000,000 gallons to 506,000,000 gallons. In the 
meantime our national debt has decreased, l l was $3,163,000,000 
in 1874 ; i t is now only $1,498,000,000. Then our debt was held very 
largely abroad ; nine-tentha of it is now owned by our own people. 

From these and kindred facts Mr, Hatch very sensibly concludes 
that the average business man should take a hopeful view of the 
future. There has, he thinks, been an over-production of manufact­
ured articles, but he infers that this will regulate itself, and the con­
suming community will soon be in a condition to absorb all that is 
manufactured. But on one point Mr. Hatch is curiously illogical. 
In his letter he says : " W a l l street has had its shrinkage, and it is 
time to stop predicting ruin and hard times with the panic of 1873 
as a text. Real estate may decline in value, and in all probability 
it will, for with the increase of w^ealth will come the desire to 
invest money where it will net 4 per cent, per annum. With 
government bonds netting less than 3 per cent, it ia natural to sup­
pose that the t ime must aoon come when real estate will no longer 
net 6 per cent, and over," 

This is very perverse leasoning. Clearly, if the population and 
the wealth of the country is increasing, land, which is a fixed 
quantity, muat rise in value. There are special causes at work 
which are lowering the price of realty in Great Britain, but as we 
are adding over two million to our population every year, and 
there is in addition a steady increase ia our wealth, land must 
become more and more in demand. I t is just posaible, that after 
the present cycle of speculation is complete, there may be a tem­
porary depression in real estate, more especially in the speculative 
districts near large cities, but there can be no serious set-back in 
values in city property on the line of improvement or in farms 
which pay a good interest on growing crops. Mr. Hatch is all 
wrong about real estate ; tha t kind of property has a better future 
than any other commodity dealt in by speculators or investors. 

A contemporary real estate journal urges tbe widening of sundry 
of our down-town streets, and euggests that it be done by piece­
meal ; tha t all new ptnictures should be set back five feet or more 
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and an inducement held out to all property holders to rebuild 
under the provisions of the new alignment. This scheme might 
prove practicable under a responsible and energetic city govern­
ment, but with our chaotic municipal organization any coherent 
icheme of street widening is out of the queation. There have been 
plenty of good suggestions anent city improvements that were 
never carried ont. Long before the Central Park was thought of, 
while Fifth avenue was yet in the future, it was proposed to run a 
street 250 feet wide, midway between the two rivers, from Twenty-
third street to the Harlem River. I t was to be a splendid drive 
and residence street, shaded with trees and adorned with foun­
tains and statuary, but nothing ever came of the proposal. 
It was regarded as visionary. Some day, also, our sewerage and 
drainage aystems will be thoroughly overhauled aud made to con­
form to the most recent demands of aanitary science. I t will be a 
costly work, but it will certainly be undertaken. Whenever com­
pleted New York will become the healthiest city in the world. I t 
is better situated for healthfulness tban any centre of population 
in Europe or America. With a b a y a t o n e e n d a n d r i v e r s o n the three 
sides, twGOf which have rapid tides, its sewers could be flushed 
and cleansed at every tide. This will all come in time. 

The Dakota. 
"We have heretofore spoken in high praise of the architecture of 

the Dakota apartment house, a species of design which is here so 
successful that we are apt to forget the extreme difSculty of the 
problem. The Dakota is, indeed, the most succeasful, architec­
turally, of all the apartment houses, although the enormous 
Navarro houses are successful also in securing dignity without 
monotony. We mentioned when the Dakota was still far from 
completion what seemed the principal shortcoming of its design, a 
defect of vigor in the modelling of the parts. This is still evident, 
and it seems also that the building would have gained in clearness 
of division if the two stories of the basement had been built 
throughout of atone. 

Notwithstanding this, the division is clear, and it is to 
this clesrness of division and to the careful study which has 
been given to the relation of its principal masses that the Dakota 
owes the real nobility of its general impression. This impression 
is enhanced by an extremely fortunate combination of color in the 
Nova Pcotia stone and saimon-colored brick of which it ia com­
posed, and by the appropriate and constructional use of these colors, 
the stronger tint everywhere going with the structural emphasis; 
and it ia not injured by the treatment of detail, though this latter 
ia seldom exquisite. 

Everybody knows the building and we need not waste space in 
description. It is worth while pointing out, however, how 
thoroughly it conforms to the Aristotelian precept of being divided 
into a beginning, a middle and an end, and to the other precept, 
which Aristotle omitted to lay down, that one of these principal 
divisions should be superior in magnitude aud importance to tbe rest. 
Vertically this requisite is secured in Ihe first place by the grouping 
of the two lower stories, the upper being distinguished by round 
arched openings and by a somewhat more copious use of stone than 
has been employed elsewhere, although, as wehave intimated,asti l l 
freer use here, or perhaps an exclusive use of the stone, would have 
been atill more effectual to differentiate the basement from wha t is 
above it. I t is, however, sharply set off from the wall above by a 
heavily moulded string course of atone, and the spandrils of the 
archea are filled with a fripze in terra cotta of very nearly the same 
strength of color with the stone. The principal wall contains four 
Btoriea of square-headed openings, similarly treated, but rescued 
from monotony by the differences cf arrangement laterally. 
Above this is the cornice line, emphasized on the projecting parts 
of the building by corbelled balconies above an arched frieze of 
yollow terra cotta of an unfortunately glaring tint, which is no 
mellower in color now than when it was put up two years ago. 
Above this ia the varying outline of the roof, with a row of dormers 
in the curtain walls, and with one or two or three tiers of windows 
in the walls of the terminal gablea. 

The treatment laterally differs with each front, but it is so skill­
ful that the variety thus secured seems to have come of itself, and 
has no look of being forced or capricious. The long opening in 
the centre of the Seventy-third street front is an apparent excep­
tion to this remark, sirce it is hard to see why an opening, of which 
the only purpose is to admit sunlight and air into the central court 
of a building, should be cut through tlie only front from wfiich the 
sunlight can never reach the court. Nevertheless, the composition 
of this front, with the steep gables flanking the opening, ia very 
effective, and even piquant, without any derogation from its 
dignity. Of the other two fronts the eastern, facing the park, is 
much the most conspicuous, or will be when the block south of 
Seventy-second street is built up, but it ia by no means so well 
composed as the southern front. The central feature, with its roof 
hipped back, is too large for, its place, and too nearly equal in 
importance to either of the twogabled masses which terminate tbe 

facade. If it were narrower and the space thus saved given to the 
curtains between the centre and the ends, the front would gain in 
repose whereas now it is crowded with the three large masses 
divided by insufficient intervale. The Seventy-second street front 
is a capital composition. The gabled mass at the centre, contain­
ing the principal entrance, is clearly the dominant feature 
of the facade, the masses at the ends not coming 
in any way into competition with it, but securing a 
completely harmonious whole. The oriels on either side effectively 
relieve tbe expause of wall. The iron roofa of these oriels are not 
as successful as some of the detail, but the treatment of them was 
especially difficult. The projections are everywhere slight, but 
they are sufficient to account for the interesting and picturesque 
variety in the t reatmentof the roofs, and they are made the utmost 
of by being quoined in stone, with which the gables are also coped, 
and thus the projecting masses distinctively outlined. Among the 
minor excellencies of design is the care which has been taken to 
keep an ample pier not only at the corner of the whole pile, but at the 
fiank of each important feature, by grouping the openings towards 
the centre, a disposition which greatly enhances the sense of 
solidity. 

The planning of the Dakota is very interesting, but our present 
business ia with the architecture, and the only opportunity for a 
treatment of the interior which can properly be described as archi­
tectural was in the design of the restaurant which occupies the 
southeastern corner on the ground floor. This consists of two 
large rooms on the Seventy-second street front, including the corner 
room, and a smaller aquare room on the Eighth avenue front. Thia 
last is wainscoted and ceiled in mahogany, while the other two are 
united in treatment, the materials being oak, stained "an t ique ," 
and bronze. The former material is used in a high wainscot and 
in tbe ceiling, the latter in t h s fleld of the wall. The high 
wainscot is panelled with a moulded base and a richly carved frieze, 
admirably designed and perfectly executed. The ceiling, which 
is coffered, ia a particularly happy piece of design, -being solid 
and constructional in effect while stopping distinctly abort of the 
heaviness wbich a constructional treatment of a timber ceiling is 
apt to impart. The wall is of plaster, moulded in a diaper pattern 
and at present uniformly bronzed. The effect of color is sober and 
rich, but a trifle monotonous, but this can easily be relieved by a 
few touches of color if the room is found to require it when 
finished, Tlie features of the apartment are two heavy and rich 
chimney pieces in sandstone, and a large sideboard in carved oak, 
all rational, scholarly and skillful in design, A feature worth 
noting is the lining of the fire-places, which is in cast-iron, a gro­
tesque and successful reminiscence and combination of Italian 
Renaissance and Japanese treatment. 

The faithfulness, indeed, with which the denign haa everywhere 
been carried into detail, aud everything thought about, is extremely 
satisfactory, as well aa the liberality with which the architect's 
designs have been executed. The only noticeable piece of fru­
gality is the substitution of red brick in the baaement walls on the 
north side for the far more effective rough-faced stone which is 
used elsewhere. This, however, is scarcely worth mention, in the 
evidence which the Dakota everywhere gives in abundance both 
that the owners have been fortunate in their architect, and that 
Mr. Hardenbergh has been fortunate in his clients. 

:4 Our Prophetic Department. 
OPERATOR—There seems to be no doubt about the com crop now. 

Sir Oracle ; but what is the matter with the stock market ? I t does 
not respond to the great crop, as the public were led to expect it 
would. How do you account for the w^aliening of prices in view 
of the abundant crops, the large export movement, and the proba­
bility that the roada will have all they can do when the crops are 
fairly in motion ? 

SIR ORACLE—It is, as you know, the unexpected which always 
happens in Wall atreet, A great many operators had made up their 
minds to sell when the corn crop was assured, supposing the mar­
ket would then advance. They were mistaken, however. The 
great operators do not buy at high prices. They generally are 
buyers when the public are selling and vice versa. After all, the 
market has acted naturally. We will not feel the effect of the 
great corn crop until January. In the meantime the railroad 
earnings will show a falling off, as compared with last year's 
receipts. The general trade of the country is in a bad way ; the 
liquidation is not complete outside of the stock market. In time 
our great corn crop will give the railways all the freight they can 
carry, but the crop is scarcely available before December. 

OPERATOR—But does not Wail street discount the future? Does 
it ever wait for the event before it puts stocks up or down ? 

S I R O.—Yea, the street does discount the future ; but it is the 
immediate future. The great operators speculate on the market of 
next week, or the week after, but they run no risks for what may 
occur six months ahead. The railroads are shipping more wheat 
than they did thia time last year, but they bave aomewhat less 
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cotton to carry, and tliere is an undeniable falling off in the 
number and value oE the arfcicles which make up railway freight. 

OPERATOR—You do not look then to a decided recovery of stock 
values before the beginning of ne s t year? 

SIR O.—YeF, I look for a rally before many weeks are over, but I 
doubt whether railway earninga will warrant a very decided bull 
movement before tho close of the year. When the effect of the 
corn crop ia felt, however, the railway lines in the corn belt will 
not have rolling stock suflacient to supply the demand. 

OPERATOR—What value do you put upon tho crops this year ? 
SIR O.—Estimating the wheat crop at 500,000,000 bushels (and it 

will be more), it will sell at present prices for over $400,000,000, but 
as quotations are abnormally low I should say that the wheat 
crop of this year will be worth to the country nearly $500,-
000,000 by the end of the crop year. Our crop of 1,800,000,000 
bushels of corn at present prices would be worth about $1,000,-
000,000, But corn will probably rule 10 cents a bushel lower after 
the crop has been gathered. But it ia the price of meat which tells 
the itory, and not the price of corn. Corn fed to animals is vastly 
more valuable than in its original form. The last census gives us 
some idea of the distribution of the corn crop. In 18S2 wo raised 
1,617,000,000 bushels of corn. This was disposed of as follows; 

Foresports. seed, splrlta, &c 16?,000,000 bushels. 
For human food ]0O.0O0,C0fl bushels. 
For food for work animals 5i0,000,000 buaheU, 
For foodfor meat producing animals 580,000,000 bushels. 

Notice how large is this last item. As moat is dearer to-day than 
in 1882 it is safe to estimate that one-half of our corn crop will be 
fed to cattle, that is nearly 1,000,000,000 bushels will be converted 
into meat, to the very great profit of this country. Wi th the 
exception of pork I do not see any great chance for the cheapening 
of meat. 
f- OPERATOR—That is a phenomenon I have often wished to have 
explained. Periodically we hav« had what is called over-produc­
tion in nearly all agricultural as well as manufactured products, 
but the price of meat steadily advances whether the times be good 
or bad, or the crops large or small. 

S I R 0.—It is a remarkable fact. Of course you understand that 
I am one of those who deny that there is any such th ing as over­
production. There was never more food produced on this earth 
than its inhabitanta could consume ; no matter how abundant the 
crops there are always hungry bellies unaupplied. And so of 
manufactured articles. No matter how cheap woolens or cottons 
may be, there are millions of the human race who cannot afford to 
be decently clad. I t ia the under-production of money and the low 
rate of wages which is the prime cause of the misery of mankind. 
This is the one point that Greenbackers see, and which their 
opponents do not. Their (that is, the Greenbacker's) mistake is in 
advocating phantom instead of real money. If the commercial 
nations should agree to establish bi-metallism, that is, use all the 
silver as well as all the gold and all the paper convertible into gold 
and silver which the commerce ot tlie world could absorb, then 
you would see a revival of industry such as Europe witnessed when 
South America and Mexico poured out the vast stores of silver 
from their mines after the Spanish conquest. The gold disco i'eries 
in California and Australia made the world rich by making real 
money plentiful. Were the commercial world to rehabilitate silver 
and make it the equal partner of gold aa the unit of value you 
would bear no more of over-production, for then the consumers 
could afford to buy. 

OPERATOR—Still at your old hobby, Sir Oracle. You have not, 
however, explained why meat should continue dear while every­
thing else is cheap; 

S I R 0.—Vegetables can be produced in a few months, wheat and 
corn aud the other small grains within the year, but the breeding 
of cattle, hogs escapted, requires three or more years. The human 
increase is, in all modern countries, greater thau the increase of 
animals; cattle ranges require the uao of large areas of land, 
much more than agricultural products. Such, in brief, are some 
of the main reasons why meat continues dear while vegetable 
food is cheap, 

OBERATOE—Well, will these factors iu the meat supply always, 
remain the same ? 

SIR O.—Hogs will certainly be cheaper next year than they were 
this year. The abundant corn aud fodder crop will probably check 
any advance in provieiong. The working claases of the world will 
be forced to use more grain and vegetables and less meat. I see 
that the potato crop in the Northwest is phenomenally large. 
They are sold as low in Michigan as twenty-five cento a bushel. 
Potatoes will doubtless this year be fed largely to hogs, helping to 
make the latter cheaper. 

OPERATOR—What then are your generalizations of the facts you 
just mentioned? 

S I R O,—The coming year will be marked by declining prices in 
all kinds of food. Com will be wor th less next spring than this fall; 
wheat will be worth more, I see little hope of advancing prices for 
either woolens or cotton goods. Good railroad securities will com­
mand betFter pricea ;n 1885 thau they have in 1^4, The good effects 

of the great corn crop of this year will be felt more in our meat 
export thau in our corn export. It will be a year of general 
abundance, small profits in business and distress to the very poor. 

-«— 
Second Avenue Bridge, Annexed District and the Elevated 

Roads. 
The offlclalaof the Manhattan Railroad Companyhaving issued $1,000,000 

aecond mortgage bonds originally authorized by the Metropolitan Company 
for the exteiiEioii of the Second avenue elevated road through Market street 
and along the East River front to South Ferry, a representative of THE 
RECORD AND GDIDB called at the offlce of the company to learn when the 
branc:h would be commenced. An officer of the company stated that 
although plans were drawn some time at̂ o by the engineers for the exten­
sion of the Second avenue road the company bad not yet obtained tho 
right of way along the route. The extension would be about a mile and 
a quarter in length and the estiioated cost in the neighborhood of {1,0C0,-
OOO. There waa no likelihood of the work being commenced before the 
eummer of 1885 or later, as there would be some legislation necessary before 
they could begin operatJons. This they hoped to effect during the Eesaion 
of the next Legislature. 

Another gentleman holding a high official position In a local railroad 
company was asked about the rumor of an arrangement having been 
entered into between the New Haven Road and the Manhattan Company 
for the use of the Second avenue line by the former in transporting their 
passengers to their destinations in New York. 

"While such an agreement .has nob, I believe, hitherto been made, I 
have no doubD but that it will bs carried out when the bridge over the 
Harlem at Second avenue ia completed." 

" Whea will that structure be ready for traffic ?" 
" I do not suppose before another year, though the work is being very 

rapidly pushad forward by the Suburban Rapid Transit Company," 
"That road eeems to be a long time in coming. When do you think 

the laying down of the tracks will be an accomplished fact?" 
" It is impossible to tell," was the reply, " It may take four or flve years 

before the road is quite completed. The Rapid Transit Company is still 
engaged in arranging for the right of way. By the time the Second 
avenue bridge ia ready the company will probably be iu a position to 
commence the construction of the road, though this may be delayed till 
the summer of 15S6. When that occurs, the real advance iu Kew York 
property on the other side of tho Harlem will commence, and lots now 
worth but a few hundreds will in a few years be valued at thousands. 
In addition to the local passenger traffic, arrangements will no doubt 
be made with several railroad companies for the transference of their 
paasengers to the city by the Second avenue road. Property in the 
neighborhood of the depots will be especially valuable." 

" What do you think of Auatin Corbin'a ofEar to lease the Brooklyn 
Bridge and pay the interest and expenses without Increasing the tolls V 

"I don't think there Is much in It. It rather savors of bombast. No 
doubt Mr. Corbin would flnd the bridge useful as an auxiliary to his Long 
Island aystem of roads. But while Hew York and Brooklyn would be 
the gainers by several hundreds of thousands per annum, I do not think 
the authorities of these two cities are likely to transfer such a great pub­
lic trust as the Brooklyn Bridge to private railroad men, who might be 
tempted to use it for the furtherance of their own schemes and to the 
detriment of the geneial public." 

"Do you not think that the bridge will pay better when the rapid 
transit system of Brooklyn is In operation!" 

" Most certainly; though a long time will elapse before the annual rev­
enue of the bridge will meet the total charges. When passengers will be 
able to tranafer from distant parts of Brooklyn to New York and vice 
versa cheaply and rapidly, the traffic by the bridge will be largely 
increaEed. I infer from THE RECOUD AND GUIDE that you think 
the railroad systems of Long Island will eventually be connected with 
the rest of the country by means of the bridge. I think this is a mistake. 
That structure has neither room nor capacity for the traffic which that 
would involve, and it would almost destroy the value of the bridge for 
local passenger traffic." 

" You are In error In supposing that thia paper has ever advocated such 
a view," explained our representative, " W e have always favored the 
use of the bridge in connecting ihe rapid transit systems of the two cities 
for local and passenger traffic alone. What we did say was that the rail­
way system of Long Island will some day be connected with those of New 
York and Iho rest of the country by means of the proposed bridge across 
Biackwell'a Island, and this we believe will eventually be effected, prob­
ably before another decade has passed." 

. .-a . 
Tbe New York & Sea Beach Railway is about testing a very important 

experiment. It is trying to see what cheap local fares wiU do toward 
building up unoccupied territory, as well es making a railway profitable. 
It carries passengers from New York to Bay Ridge for five cents, and to 
Coney Island for ten cents. William O. McDowell, the general manager 
of tbe road, who Is inaugurating this aystem, announces that the time to 
Coney Island will be reduced to thirty minutes, aud he urges property 
holders along the route to establish an agency to sell land to actual occu­
pants for low prices. This experiment will be watched with a good deal 
of interest. The shores of the bay down to Coney Island is picturesque 
and offers many attractions; and If this railway by cheap fares succeeds in 
making Ita route popular and prosperous, It will effect a revolution in 
local railway trevel. 

———^ 
Adobe, stone and marble constitute the beat and mott desirable materi­

als for building purposes jo Mexico. They are admirably adapted tu the 
country, and are cheap and durable, and the marbles ore exceptionally 
beautllul. Capital would find remunerative employment in Introducisg 
thflm among our manufacturer! and builders. They are of various colon, 
very bard, and take an tlegant polisb, 
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Home Decorative Notes. 
—Bllnda made of silk and hung on spring rollers is a favorite means for 

covering up and protecting books when not in use from dust and the 
chance of being bleached; a small leather valance should be fixed against 
the edge of the shelves which, when scolloped and stamped with a little 
simple gil t ornamentation, adds considerably to the decorative appearance. 

—Fruit stains may be removed from napkins and cloth by freezing. 

—A very beautiful effect is produced in a room by the use not only of 
stained and window panels, but stained glass ceilings as well. 

—For l ibrary and drawing-room deep tones of ohve, sage, Indian red 
and Antwerp blue waU paper with lines and touches of duU gold are ap­
propriate. 

—Fire-place curtains running upon invisible wires, or upon visible 
brass rods, beneath the mantelpiece, are made to draw before the 
gra te . 

—It is often very difficult to Insert a screw in plaster, the result m a y be 
easily accomplished, however, by making a large hole in tbe plaster, drive 
hi a wooden plug and in t h a t Insert the screw. 

—Brass legged tables are fashionable upon which to serve afternoon 
tea. 

—A ra the r novel ha t rack Is composed of a black leather horse collar 
and bridle, mounted with silver. 

—Book shelves, corner shelves over mantels and racks for china to nail 
above doors may be made of pine painted In flat color or stained and 
shellacked with Y&ry good effect. 

—Door hangings m a y be more vivid in color than tha t of the window 
draperies; great care should be taken, however, tha t the coloring Is con 
trolled by the other decorations of the room, with which It must accord" 

—The t rumpet creeper is a br ight and exceedingly showy design for a 
table scarf. 

—Screens of hand painted Chinese mat t ing are gaining admirers dai ly; 
very bright flowers should be pictured upon them, 

—^Lambrequins may be of darned net , t r im the edges with lace and line 
with colored silesia. 

—Japanese carved frames for screens a re ve ry handsome. 
—A unique banner screen ia suspended from fixtures of ebonized wood^ 

and gil t ; upon a ground of soft g ray satin, streaked with Japanese touche 
of silver to represent the clouds, is a moon embroidered in flne white ailk; 
several flying bats, one of them crossing the moon's disk, a re worked in 
shaded gray and black. 

—Ia accord with the fashion of having colors in bed-room furni ture 
pillow shams are mads with a square of blue, red or pink aatin, edged 
with a wide lace Insertion on nar row strips of satin and an outer border 
of lace four or five inches wide; the satin centre may be painted or em­
broidered. 

—Antique colors are in favor for furniture coverings, especially blues 
golds and browns. 

—It should be borne In mind tha t very large flowers look best in a vase 
all by themselves—a truss of rhododendrons or a spike of horse-chestnuts 
for instance. 

—A charming arrangement for a chair back is a aquare of peacock blue 
pongee almost covered by an elaborate and fanciful design of flowers 
of all varieties, tulips, roses, poppies, clover, buttercups and daisies 
flnish the edge with knotted fringe and silk tassels of various colors. 

—In the w a y of hangings and draperies velours seem to have in a meas­
ure taken the place of plush, i t is quite as rich in effect; there are two 
binds, silk and mohair velours, the former is extremely phable and o j 
course the handsomer. 

—In delicacy and beauty the finger-bowl doilies cannot be exceeded, the 
loveliest textures are chosen, Indian silks, linen, lawn and pineapple 
cloth, tbe decorations are geometrical, floral o r . of birds, butterflies, 
au tumn leaves, ferns and shells scattered here and there over the ground ' 
these are done in the finest outline stitch in various colored silks. 

—If we desire-to keep lemons fresh for some time, we have only to place 
them In a j a r of water and change i t every morning. 

—A little experience in the use of tracing paper will enable the embroid 
erer to transfer successfully any pat tern she pleases to canvas or richer 
fabrics. 

—A charming table or easel scarf is of India silk, ecru in t in t , showing 
a deep band of wavy lines embroidered In dark ecru silks and powdered 
with outline disks each encircling a cornflower embroidered In solid 
Kensington stitch in shades of dull pink, the ends of the scarf fringed and 
decorated with dull pink silken tassels. 

—The members of the feline ti'ibe a re now made useful and ornamental, 
their skins are dressed and used to throw over hassocks, 

—An exquisitely delicate tea-cloth is of very flne linen lawn and deco­
rated with sprays of wild roses and clematis vine joining a t the centre and 
spreading wide Into the corners. 

—Stemless flush pansies strewn irregularly over the cloth a t a dinner-
table a re at tractive. 

—A very pre t ty style of scrap-bag to hang above or near a desk is made 
of an eight-inch square of blue satin framed by a two-inch band of dark 
copper red plush; the satin Is covered with an outline design, done with 
black etching silk, of inkstand, pens, stuffed owls, books, etc., grouped to­
gether: a plain square of silk, the size of the flnished front piece, forms 
the back of the bag, which is lined with satin, and instead of deing d rawn 
up by a ribbon ia hgh t ly gathered upon whalebones, and hung by silk 
cord and tassels like a panel. 

.1 20. 1884 
The Government of Cities' Problem, = 

The ^arj3er 's f or October contains an article on " Municipal r- iduring 
in which are given many valuable statistics about national and loijal 
indebtedness. Its flgures about New York are, moreover, of peculiar 
value. The startling fact is shown that , while our national debt is being 
paid off, our municipal and local Indebtedness is Increasing largely. The 
following table tells its own s tory: 

Nat. Debt. Cily Debt. County Debt. State Debt. Total Debt. 
1870. $3,480,000,000 $32a,000,000 S18?,LOO,(JCO $35.',000,000 $3,339,300,000 
1880 1,912,000,000 e98,U00,O00 133,000,000 234,000,000 3,993,000,000 

So far the totals are satisfactory, as they show a heavy decrease of 
national and State obligations, bu t an amazing increase in city debts. 
According to a distinguished English statistician, Mr. Mulhall, the follow­
ing table gives the results Indicated between the years 1S70 and 1830 in all 
commercial nations: 

Population B,76 per cent. 
Earnings o£ nations 19.8t 
Public wealth lO.ST 
Taxes 22.34 " 
P u b l i c d e b t 43.39 " 

Another writer, Mr. Jas . Wilson, declares tha t ia twenty-two yeara the 
national debta of the world have Increased from about thi r teen billions of 
dollars to twenty-eight billions of dollars. 

Of course the increasing municipal burdens of civilized mankind Is in 
great par t due to tbe phenomenal growth of the centres of population. 
In ISSO our municipal debt was 2'd.2 per cent, of the total indebtedness of 
the country, as against 9.7 per cent, ten years previously. 

The following table tells Its own story as to the increase in the debt of 
New York City, compared to tbe increase of the population: 

Ratio of 
Valuation Nut Debt 

of Taxable lo Valu-
T e a r . 

I860 . . . 
1 8 e : . . . . 
1863. . . . 
1863. . . . 
1864.. . . 

1866... . 
1867.. . . 
1868. . . . 
1869.. . . 
]870 . . . . 
1871. . . . 
1S7:J.... 
1873. . . . 
1874... . 
1875. . . . 
1876,. . . 
1877.. . . 
1M78..,. 
1879.. . . 
188LJ. . . 
1881.. . 

Gross Debt, 
. $3- .̂-^64,044 
. 35,268,944 
. 28,168,1)4^ 
. 34,1711,343 
. 41.881,934 
. 43,366,(1^4 
. 44,196,776 
. 46,577,474 
, 48,982,730 
. 63,637,453 
. 79,-^23,246 
. 102,183,608 
. no.701,032 
. 121,419,592 
. 140,351,057 
. 141,5%,-03 
. 143.123,213 
. ]43.e3M33 
. 140,«45,il5 
. 137,400,^33 
. 1:̂ 4,438,519 
. 134,400,507 

Net Debt. 
818,194,349 

•2:),141,M3 
21,357,511 
26.43''.841 
33,441,733 
3i,f:4^^23 
33,569,189 
3-',678,231 
32.869.253 
45,548.030 
61,840,783 
82.513,843 
88,592,9o7 
k6,616,045 

113,735,279 
113,9; 3,852 
1I4,94J,1I0 
112,755,125 
109,371.674 
104.795,8^!3 
10',591,435 
93,76B,7i.'5 

Ino, 

$1,947,193 
1,215,993 
B.081.300 
7,0J;i,882 

406,800 

13.678,781 
16,292,,43 
20,673,062 

6 079.131 
8,053.077 

17,089,234 
218,573 
99J,-J58 

..-. 

Dec. 
. .- -

- - « * 
$279,331 

590,958 
108,073 

.... 

2.J8S.984 
3,38 i, 451 
4.575,79J 
3,301.438 
2,82a, 750 

Eat io . 

10.7000 
6.0:i73 

23,7916 
26.4871 

1.3167 
0.8253 
1.7604 
0.3i04 

88.5733 
35.77'4 
33.4295 
7.3674 
9.0900 

17.6824 
0.1912 
0.8690 
1.9043 

3,O0L>8 
4.1837 
8.0749 
2.76J3 

P rope r ty . 
$576.t3l,7C6 

581,579,971 
517,655,045 
591,190,693 
031,615,890 
618.827,855 
736,989,908 
K3J ,594 .713 
907,815.529 
965 3^0 614 

1,047,388.449 
1,076.353,805 
1,104,098,087 
1,129.391,033 
1,151,029,176 
1,100,913,699 
1,111.051,343 
1,101,092,093 
1,1108,337 775 
1,194,069,33 i 
3,143,765.r;:7 
1,185,948,098 

atioQ. 
3.1553 
3.4633 
4.i:i58 
4.4387 
5,2696 
6.5596 
4.5549 
3.9704 
3 6307 
4.718( 
6.9043 
7.6667 
8.0240 
8.5581 
0.8555 

10.3506 
10.3455 
1C.2403 
9 9575 
9.5785 
8 8U81 
8.3363 

Of course the above table leaves out of account the revenue bonds, also 
the indebtedness tbe c i ty assumed with the annexed district. There has 
been some decrease of debt compared to valuation since tbe breakdown 
of the Tweed r ing, but the obligations we will probably assume in con­
nection with the new aqueduct and other improvements will swell our 
debt to the highest figures. 

Tbe wri ter in Harper's says of the above table : 
This table suggests some comparisons which will show how great the 

indebtedness ol New York city really is. For the purpose or making 
these comparisons we v?ill cocfine ourselves to the year 18S0. In tha t year 
the net debt o£ the city will be seen to have been $101,591,455, or more 
than one-nineteenth of the entire national debD, which was then $1,943,-
17:i,i;95. Tbe last censua shows the net indebtedness of all municipalities 
in the United States to h a v e b e e a a s follows: Of cities, towns, fete, of 
over 7,500 population, $593,314,41S; of cities, towns, etc., of less than 
7,500 population, $55,817,liiti, making a total of $649,161,544, of which 
total we see a t a glance Caat the debt of New York city alone was nearly 
one-sixth. The census shows that the indebtedness of cities of over 7,500 
population, aggregating $593,344,418, was divided as foUows in 1880: 

All of tbe Soutbern States 864,912,431 
AU of the Western StiLtes. 111,481,430 
All of tbe Kew England States- 9B. 181,228 
All of the Middle Stales 317,699,334 
AU of the Territories 67,000 

Looking a t these figures, it will be readily seen tha t in 1880 tbe indebted­
ness of N'ew York city was larger tban tha t of all of the cities of over 
7,.5U0 population In all of the iSouthern Btates, than tha t of ail those of 
Mew ilngland, nearly as large as that of all the Western cities together, 
and about one-third of thac of all the cities of the Middle States. I t 
was larger by nearly eight millions of doUars than the debt of all of 
tbe cities of Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florirla, 
Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Min­
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, >3outh Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin, which aggre­
gate but §93,693,000. I u 1830 the gross State indebtedness of all the 
Btates In the Union was $^60,179,73a, which was about twice as much 
as tbe gross debt of New York city, and not three times as much as i ts 
net debt. In 1880 and 1881 the tax budgets of all the States together, 
for State purposes, aggregated only $61,931,144, while tha t of New York 
city aloue was ®30,2(J9,20a. The t a x ra te for State puiyoBes in 1881 
varied from 10 cents on $100 in Tennessee to 3^ cents in New York and 
70 cents in Florida, while the municipal rate in Mew York c i ty was 
$3.63. In 18S3 the city debt of New York city was more than ten 
times as large as the State debt, which was but $9,109,054, all of 
which was canal debt but about $123,694, and on account of 
which there was $2,423,981 In tbe sinking fund. In 1883 the 
State raised by taxat ion only $6,820,033.29, as against about 28 
millions raised by the city for the same time. The total ordinary 
expenses of the national government for theyear 1881, including over 50 
millions for pensions, 82 millions for interest on the public debt, 55 millions 
for the a r m y and navy, 41 millions for public buildings, light-houses, col­
lecting tbe revenue, etc., and 17 millions for civil expenses, was $360,713,-
887, or a little more than eight times tbe expenditure of New York city 
for the same year. ;.0f tbe $30,259,205 raised by .taxation in New 
York city for 1881, $13,176,103 were required for the payment of State 
taxes and theiinterest and redemption t f tbe city debt, leaving $17,133,103 
for administration. For the same year the amount expended by the 
national government for Congress, the Executive, the judiciary, the gov­
ernment of the Territories, tbe sub-treasuries, public land ofBces, inspection 
of steam vessels and tbe mint and assay cfSces, was but $17,^41,117, t^nd of 
which a m o u n t $6,878,443 was charged against the Eixecutive alone. Our 
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The suites Oi' 
flP!;v eiffb^t' is "OW larger than tha t of the nation was a t any t ime from 1791 

:i .t)15. In 1816 the national debt waa only 127 millions, and had fallen 
by 1819 to 95 millioiia, from which time It gradually declined until It was 
extiuguibhed in 1836. I t was not until the outbreak of the war in 1861 tha t 
It rose to anywhere near the proportions of the present city debt of New 
York and in tha t year it was only $90,580,873. 

These figures show tha t the problem of problems is the financial govern­
ment of large cities. The nation and the State must put a stop to the 
profuse expenditures of local governments. In Missouri and some other 
States, municipal and county governments are restricted from incurring 
indebtedness amounting, to more than 5 per cent, of the assessed valuation 
of the real estate affected. This restriction should be iu every State con­
stitution, and municipalities should be made to pay aa they go. The 
growth of cities In modern times is remarkable. In 1790, one-thirtieth of 
the population of the United States lived In cities of 8,000 inhabitants and 
over; in ISOO, one twenty-fifth; in 1810, and also in 1830, one-twentieth; In 
1830, one-sixteenth; in 1840, one-twelfth; in 1850, one-eighth; in 1860, 
one-sixth; and In 1870, a little over one-fifth. The ra t io is now nearly one-
quarter . 

• 
Concerning Men and Things. 

*** 
Mr. Horace White, of the Eaening Post, it is said, got his impression of 

James G-. Blaine's character! when acting during the war as a correspond­
ent of the Chicago Tribune from Washington, where he also served as 
clerk to the W a y s and Means Committee of the House. When the internal 
t a x on whiskey was proposed, Whi ts and his friend, Henry Villard, the 
lat ter also a newspaper correspondent a t tha t t ime, put all their money 
and all they could borrow into margins upou whiskey. When the t a x was 
finally imposed it laid the foundation for both their fortunes. White , with 
the money ao made, became the principal stockholder of the Chicago 
Tribune, and Villard was enabled to commence his marvellous career in 
Wal l atreet. To get the t a x through the House at the r ight t ime required 
the assistance of the then Speaker, Mr. Blaine, and, it is alleged, the lat ter 
was.let into the whiskey speculation, by which he made a hundred thousand 
dollars. This accounts for the a t tack on Blaine which appeared in the 
Chicago Tribune when the " Plumed K n i g h t " was first mentioned for the 
presidency, for Whi te was in a position to know who profited by that 
famous whiskey deal. 

*** 
A new batch of scandals against Qrover (i^leveland ia about to be 

published. I t relates to reputed facts of his private life a t Buffalo, and 
since he has beeu Governor a t Albany, They will be backed by afBdavits. 
Between wha t is said of Blaine's business affairs and Cleveland's pr ivate 
life, the average American voter will not know what to do. This Is the 
most scandalous and painful political contest the count ry was ever 
engaged in. 

Henry Dixie Is au exceedingly amusing performer. He promises to be 
the most a t t ract ive card iu the theatrical field for years to come. I n the 
burlesque of Adonis he has a chance to display his many-sidedness as a 
comic actor. He Is a wonderful mimic, but his original drollery is better 
than anything he Imitates. He labors under some disadvantages, one of 
which is a harsh and Infiexible voice, and then It Is evident tha t he has 
had few advantages in tho way of education. I t would be hard to define 
his exact place In the drama. He would not shine in legitimate comedy, 
ye t his range is wide, for he could apparent ly do anything in burlesque, 
farce or eccentric personations. This is so sad a world tha t a performer 
who can enable one to spend a pleasant evening without loss of self-respect 
is worthy of part icular mention. 

*** 
There waa a great crowd a t Sheepshead Bay lost Thursday to witness 

the race between Brake Carter and Miss Woodford. There was a grievous 
lack of seating accommodations on the grand stand, to the serious discom­
fort of invalids and elderly persons. This raco-course is puifed by the 
papers, when it really ought to be criticised. I ts ladies' res taurant is a 
contemptible swindle. The prices are ridiculously high, and the articles 
served are small in quant i ty and very inferior. The public have learned 
to avoid this extort ionate eating place. The race was a flne one and 
proved Miss Woodford to be probably the greatest filly t h a t ever appeared 
on the turf. Bat wha t a jade fortune is to shower her fortunes upon 
people like the Dwyer Brothers. They own all the finest horses and win 
all the large prizes; but they are reputed to be the meanest and most par­
simonious of any persons who have been connected with the turf. Tbey 
bag all the purses offered by the Lorillards and other generous turf 
patrons, but never give a dollar in the way of prizes themselves. Sport­
ing men are assumed to be open handed, but the Dwyers do not seem to 
know wha t the word generosity or even common decency means. 

(ieorge S, Sickles, the father of Gen. Daniel E. StcBles, has been a t t rac t 
ing aome attention in the papers recently because of an escapade in his 
family. This gentleman, who by the way is eighty-four years old, is an 
object of a good deal of interest just now to large real estate owners in 
Kew Rochelle. He owns quite a quant i ty of land a short distance west of 
tbe present depot, a region in which there has beeu very iittle improve­
ment for many years. The country thereabouts Is held in large blocks by 
old families who will neither improve themselves nor sell to those who 
would Improve. Mr. Sickles, however, has rei-cntly broken the Ice by 
erecting a dozen or more cheap cottagps ou what has been tbe most exclus­
ive par t of the main street. He finda tha t they rent very readily a t from 
$10 to $15 a month. The neighboring proper ty holders are very much 
incensed at the cheap character of these so called Improvements, but Mr-
Sickles has demonstrated the fact tha t there is no reason why property In 
West New RocheUe should remain unimproved. He might, it is true, have 
either built better cottages or have formed a settlement of picturesque, If 
cheap residences, back from the main road. New Rochelle ought to take 
a new departure very soon. The ra i lway company has constructed a 
very handsome new depot a short distance this side of the old one. When 
the Second avenue bridge over the Harlem is finished, which i t ought to 
be by next summer, people who reside in New Rochelle should be able to 
reach any part of New York Island on the east side within forty minutes, 
for as a mat ter of course there will be some arrangement made by which 
suburban trains will r un over the Second avenue track. People on tho 
lookout for permanent houses would do wall to take a look at the vacant 
real estate in and about New Rochelle. 

Widows who desire to have their dower set apar t in th s lands of their 
deceased husbands should move promptly in the mat ter , because, as a 
life estate, if a widow dies before judgment is entered in her favor, 
there would be none of the dower estate to go to her heirs, or that she 
could leave by will, Mrs. Annie S. Freeman b ;gan suit to have her 
dower admeasured, and while the action was pending she flled a consent 
in wri t ing to receive a gross sum in money In lieu of dower. After that 
and before judgment was entered she died, and left a will appointing 
executors, who continued ths suit, and it was decided tha t t h s action 
abated upon her death. This decision haa been affirmed by the General 
Term of the Supreme Court in this city. Chief Justice Davis writ ing 
the opinion. Tha Court also say that a different state of things might exist 
if her r ight to dower had been determined and the proceedings had 
reached a stage In which a sale of the premisea had been adjudged. This 
'as tpoiut , however, was not directly before th s Court, and ws ara inclined 
o diffsr with the view of the Court last expressed. 

The General Term of the Supreme Court in the suit of Siswsrt vs. 
Hamel have made a common-sense decision, tha t If the foreclosure be 
begun of a second mortgage on property, aud afterwards another action is 
begun to foreclose the first mortgage, and judgment ia first obtained in the 
lat ter suit, and the premises sold under it, giving a surplus which is 
applied to and par t ly pays the second mortgage, and the second mortgage 
goes on and gets a judgment of foreclosure and sale in the first action, h s 
may havs a judgment for the deficiency still remaining due upon hia 
mortgage without going through the form of a sale. Anybody would 
think that the mortgagor or owner of the proper ty would he glad to have 
i t done this way, thus saving the additional deficiency which would bs 
increased by the advertising and referee's and auctioneer's fees and 
expenses of the useless second sale. 

The directors of the Real Estate Exchange met yesterday and decided 
to forfeit the monies paid In by the delinquent subscribers. I t seems that 
there are eleven persons who havs not paid in full. The deflcieocy amounts 
to about ^7,500. The defaulting seats will be sold in November. A 
special committee, consisting of Messrs. Harnet t , Scott and Croly was 
appointed to see If a new charter would not ba desirable for the mors 
effective working of the Exchange. The samo committee wore requested 
to inquire into tbe wisdom of organizing an insurance) fund. The work on 
the Exchange building was said to ba progressing in a satisfactory man_ 
ner, but i t m a y not be ready for occupancy before the beginning of the 
new year. 

Richard V. Harne t t is first iu the field to announce tha t when the new 
Exchange is in readiness he wiU hold all his auctions of houses, lota 
stocks, bonds and securities In tha t building. I t Is now doubtful 
whether any sales will take place a t the new Exchange this year , but 
about December next there will be m a n y announcements similar to tha t 
of Mr. Harnet t ' s . 

« 
Important to Builders and Contractors. 

I t is remarkable how much there is of the romantic and dramatic In 
the dry practice of the law. This is well exemplified in the patent suit 
that is now pending about tha validity of the pa tent of Balthasar 
Kreischer for fire-proof hollow tile flooring, which is uow so largely used 
in the construction of the large ofiice buildinga and apar tment houses and 
of the finest private residences in this city and elsewhere. We believe 
tha t this CDmblnation flooring was first used in the United States Post-
offlce building in this city soon after it was invented and patented by Mr. 
Kreischer, and a contract was then made for five yearg, with a renewal of 
five years, with responsible parties, for the manufacture and Introduction 
of this fiooring. After the expiration of this contract Mr. Wm. J, Fryer , 
J r . , who had then bought the patent from Mr. Kreischer, was obliged to 
bring various suits against builders, owners aud others for the infringe­
ment of tha t patent, and ultimately the suit brought against the cele­
brated manufacturer, Henry Maurer, was thoroughly litigated and 
brought to a final hearing before the Hon. Wm. J, Wallace, judge of the 
Dnited States District Court of the Southern District of New York. Hon, 
John A. Foster waa counael for the defendant, having associated with him 
Hon. A, Q, Eeasby, and Mr. Geo. W. Van Siclen was counsel for tbe 
plaintiff, Several thousand dollars were expended on each side in obtaining 
evidence and bringing it properly before the court. After the final hearing, 
which waa in March last, the judge rendered his decision overturning 
the patent upon the ground tha t Ic had been anticipated by au English 
patent of one Davies, but upon complainant's petitiou his honor granted 
a rehearing, upon wbich it appeared tha t owing to various typographical 
errors aud other causes a mistaken construction had been given to thia 
Davies patent , which bad not really affected the Kreischer patent a t all, 
and his honor decided in favor of Mr. Fryer and sustainea the validity of 
the patent, and would have signed a decree to tba t effect, but tha t at this 
final rehearing defendant's counsel offered a certified cop]/ of a, French 
patent which antedated the Kreischer pateiit, and luhic/i had bean 
received by the defendant through the mail only two days before this 
final rehearing; the defendant claimed tha t be bad been unablo lo find 
this French patent or get it before, because of the confusion of the rec­
ords of tbe French Patent OfBce duriug the troublous times o£ the Com­
mune; it was admitted in evidence, aud, after careful deliberation, 
Judge Wallace has lately rendered his decision, declaring tbat Kreiscber'a 
reissue of bis patent was valid, but that this French patent last put in 
antedated and overturned the same, and therefore he dismissed the com­
plainant's bill. Thus tbe full glass was in the same hour raised to the 
complainant's lips and dashed to the ground. He Is, however, not 
satisfied with this decision of the Circuit Court aa to the 
French patent alluded to, as tha t is for a solid fiaor, made by pouring tn 
cement, or moist plaster of paris, between and over the hollow tiles and 
iron bsams, while the Kreischer patent is for a combination ol t h s hollow 








































