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The appointment of Judgn Gresham as Secretary of the Treasury 
ia hailed with a chorus of approbstion by the press of the country. 
Why, it 18 hard to say. He is entirely lacking in the trainiog that 
would fit him for so esact iug a position. He was a good officer in 
the civil war, and when judge of a local court waa without 
reproach, but what waa there in these positions to fit him for tbe 
most important offlce in the government next after the presidency ? 
Hugh McCullogh, whom the President thought of appointing, 
would have been far better fitted for the place. 

Rev. Howard Crosby makes a good suggestion. He calls upon 
citizens to unite upon a good candid it e for Mayor irrespective of 
party. As this is a Democratic city, he wants the citizens' candi­
date to be of that party. National politics should have nothing to 
do with the choice of city officers. There are plenty of good can­
didates for the Mayoralty, among them are ex-Mayor Cooper, 
ex-Mayor Grace and the present Mayor, Mr. Edson. These gentle­
men have brains, character and experience. If a new man is 
wanted, there is Mr. E. H. Ludlow, who knows more about New 
York than any Mayor ever chosen. But it is vitally important 
that the nes t Mayor should be a good one. 

Within the past ten days steel rails have advanced from $26,50 
per ton to $29.50. This would be the most hopeful sign of the 
times were not the change brought about by artificial means. Fcr 
some time past the great steel manufacturers have been restricting 
production so that the demand has caught up with the supply on 
hand. Steel making is once more profitable, and there are suffi­
cient orders in to insure the employment of two-thirds of the men 
during the winter months. It has been conceded that the tide 
would have changed for the better if the. iron industry sponta­
neously revived ; but while steel haa advanced there is no quotable 
change for the better in iron. Indeed, blast furnaces are fewer in 
number to-day than any t ime since 1879. 

In view of the contemplated erection of several new school 
buildings it seems a pity that the city should not provide for better 
designs than have been exhibited in the past. Private owners are 
rapidly learning the true economy of employing a trained archi­
tect in the arrangement and designing of their buildings, as well 
in the immediate disposition of their resources to the best advan­
tage as in the enhancement in value of their property from meri­
torious structures. The municipality, however, has not yet moved 
from the orthodox brick boxes with sheet metal cornices which 
the builder of the past generation affected. Witness the new 
school building at Eighty-fifth street and First avenue, which 
might be barracks or brewery as far as its outward appearance 
tells, and which in internal appointments is behind the mark of 
modern requirements. Such productions are painful in themselves 
to look at, and a detriment to surrounding property. At no greater 
cost a beautiful and imposing building might have been erected 
which would have been an ornament to th^ city, instead of the 
bare and repelling mass of masonry that we can regard only with 
annoyance. Other cities have adopted a more sensible policy; let 
New York do likewise. 

The telephone suit now before our courts is naturally attracting 
a good deal of attention. Should Bell and his company be defeated 
the whole business will be thrown open to public competition, as 
the patents will have no value. The existing companies wili, how­
ever, still have a great advantage over rival organizations, as they 
are in the field and their machinery is ready to meet public require­
ments. When the sewing machine patents expired in 1879. it was 
supposed that the old companies would be driven from the field by 
new competitors ; but they have held their own with the public and 
all their rivals {and there were many of them), save two, have failed 
to meet with general favor. Telephonic science, however, has 
more of a future than tbe sewing machine industry. As there are 
many improvements yet to be made, these have been kept back 
because of the claim of the Bell company to the exclusive right of 
certain eeaentiala in the construction and operating of telephones. 

The vastneas of this business m a y b e judged from the fact that 
altogether it will pay 6 per cent, annually on a capital of $100,000,-
000, and yet this enormous business has grown up without check­
ing the steady increase in the number of telegraph messages. The 
almost sudden creation of thia new telephone property has a bearing 
upon the mouey supply question. There is a constant need of 
more gold, ailver and paper in which to tranaaot the growing busi­
ness of the country. 

Still Going Ahead-
When T H E KECOHD AND GUIDE was first published in March, 1868, 

it aimed to become the recognized organ of the real estate interests 

of New York and vicinity. In pursuance of this design it gave 

tbe conveyances, mortgages, plans for new buildings, the real 

eatate and building market tables, judgments and the like, with 

fullness and painstaking accuracy, but it contained little in the 

way of comment, and its editorials were confined strictly to local 

real estate matters. It had its reward in the unwavering support 

of a clientele whioh no opposition has been able to take from it. In 

the seventeen years since it started, more thau a dozen competitors, 

backed by large capital, have tried to become its rival, but all have 

failed, and to-day it ia the undisputed aud exclusive local organ of 

the real estate aud allied interests. 

Encouraged by the patronage it had received, the conductors of 

T H E RECORD AND GUIDE in the fall of 1833 resolved on a new 

departure. The paper was enlarged and improved and the editorial 

force increased so as to discuss intelligently all public and especi­

ally business questions which immediately or remotely affected 

real property. I t is obvious to any one tbat the mere statement of 

the local real estate market was not sufficient to guide investors 

and dealers in forming judgments about the present or future 

value of realty. There were larger and more vital forces always at 

work in determining valuea. The crops, thecondit ionof the money 

market, the btlance of trade, political questions with a business 

side to them, responsible government—all theae were potent factors 

in the real estate market. From our experience during the last two 

years we are satisfied that a mere news journal does not fill the 

bill. There has been a steady increase of our circulation, not only 

within but outside this city, ever since we have been di.<icuasing 

politics and business in their larger aspects. So marked has been 

the success of T H E RECCRD AND GUIDE since its new departure that 

its conductors have determined upon still further improvements, 

and will add new features so as to make it thn most trustworthy 

business weekly in tbe metropolis. But while adding new depart­

ments this paper will continue to give the same painstaking at ten­

tion to real estate, for which it has always been distinguished from 

the beginning. Land, after all, is the basis of all wealth; its very 

name, realty, tells the story of its substantiality as compared with 

possessions based oa peraonal property. 

T H E RECORD AND GUIDE will hereafter not scruple to diacuss any 

of the vital questions of the day, especially those affecting the 

business of the country. Now York is without a first-class business 

weekly. We have aomo excellent railway and technical hebdoma-

dals; but no oue publication yet fills the bill for the business man, 

who does not wish to be wearied by figures, but desires to arrive at 

correct judgments upon the various economical problems of the 

time. One feature we propose to introduce which will be of great 

value. Weahal! publish extracts weekly from all the leading jour­

nals and the best of the dailies which will throw any light on tbe 

business situation. Instead of buying a multitude of journals, the 

merchant, banker, tradesman and investor will find in T H E RECORD 

AND GUIDE a carefully edited compendium from the contemporary 

press of the wisest editorials ou financial and trade topics. This 

paper will be improved also typographically. Some of the tablea 

not directly relating to real estate will be transferred to another 

publication in order to make room for the new departments. 

All good citizens who have the fair famoof their country at heart 
will experience a sense of relief when this unspeakably disgraceful 
presidential canvass is over. There are no vital issues at stake 
between the two parties, and the contest has rpsolved itself into 
a personal one, in which the vilest charge.s are made on each side, 
and, it must be confessed, pretty well substantiated. Happily in 
six weeks' time the woret will be known, 



970 The Record and Guide. September 37, 1884' 

The Cause of It. 
The Stockholder in a recent article calls attention to the low 

prices of everything, including money. Some general cause, it 
admits, is at work to cut down values, whether of raw material or 
the manufactured article. I t says: 

Cheap ai the rates for money now are on tho New York aad Londoa 
markets, they ara not lower than the pricei of nearly nil commercial arti-
cleB. The oorreapondence in decline is very nearly equal all around, and 
without ilgns of aa early improvement In either. By many leading Amer­
ican and foreign economista, the decline In valueB, which has been in pro­
gress (or the past two years, is the result of a more general adherence to 
the mono-metallic ba*is, and by many others oo both •Idea of the Atlantic, 
quite as eminent for obsprvation and Judgment, to over-production. The 
canseson which the reasoning for the former conclusiou Ja founded are 
not to clear as ordinary comprehension could desire. They are mainly 
theorlea that may find more or less application in the long run, but have 
less application to the present low condition of values than that of pro­
duction in advance of the demand for consumption. Commercial trade is 
eminently practical in ita deductions, and rarely indulges in occult causes 
when plain and clear reasons for a change in valuea is so nearly at hand. 
Trade argues, and is satisBed with its conclusions, that the price of manu­
factured goods is low, and the margin of profits the most limited, beoauae 
goods are thrown on the market In excess of the demand for consumption 

But why should the rates for money be low? There is no over­
production in tbe precious metals or in the paper issued by the 
banking corporations. The sum of the national bank notes has 
been reduced nearly $40,000,000 from th© highest point. The 
unusual heavy reserves in the banks shows that there is less money 
than usual afloat in the commercial community. The production 
of silver is less than it was years ago and of gold very much less, 
yet, instead of appreciating, the ritea for the use of money are 
depreciating. 

The Stockholder says that mono-metallism as a cause of the 
reduced valuations is not clear to " ordinary comprehension," yet 
the merest tyro in Wall street knows that when money is poured 
into the street prices go up and that any natural or artificial lock­
ing up of money affects prices unfavorably. If one ot the money 
metals of the world is aet aside by force of positive law, does it not 
foUow that the narrower basis of a monetary unit will force down 
pricea ? Is it not true that all great silver and gold discoveries in 
the paat in South America, Mexico, California and Australia have 
stimulated trade and made the world prosperous while the aupply 
lasted ? This has been the experience of the commercial world for 
over three hundred years. Now when Great Britain, Germany 
and other commercial nations undertake to limit the precious 
metal supply by demonetizing the most important of the two what 
can we expe:;t but a shrinkage in values and a. blight upon the 
businejs of the world? The condition of trade is anomalous. 
Nature has been generous with her gifts since 1881. There has 
beeu no shortage in anything save corn and that this year is most 
abundant. Yet all raw material and all manufactured articles are 
Belling at the smallest profit if not at an actual loss on the cost of 
production. There has been no over-production except in the few 
manufactured articles in this country. The real difficulty has 
been the under-production of money with which to purchase 
goods. We have shortened the yard-stick that measures values 
and there is no hope for better times until the supply of money is 
increased by rehabilitating silver to its old place as the equal 
partner of gold. The commerce of the world ia now hopping about 
on its one gold leg. It cannot take its old stride until its silver 
limb is free to run the race demanded by the contests of com­
mercial interest. 

Sarper''s Monthly, in commenting upon the defects in house 
drainage and the peril to health caused thereby, aays: 

" There is a remedy so simple, espeolally in all new designs, tbat it is 
almost inconceivable that it has not already become universal, viz., to 
confine the closets, bathrooms, lavatories and all other Bocalled cooven-
i inces withia an annex, or within impervious walls at the rear of dwell­
ings, reaching from the cellar to tbe roof. Such inclosed space may be 
warmed and ventilated more thoroughly end easily than any other part 
oE a dwelling. Any leakage would not aflEect the air of the dwelling, 
while the total cost of the plumbing would ba greatly reduced." 

This suggestion originally appeared in theae columns and has 
been time and again repeated. The majority of our most palatial 
Tuansions, and nearly all our great apartment houses, are detective 
i 1 this respect, The water-closets are often placed between the 
sleeping rooms and tbe kitchen, while the lavatories are 
universally located in the sleeping chambers. Henoe sewer gas 
•.md malarial disorders as well as foul smells in or near the living 
rooms of the house. We must go back to first principles. The old 
]^rivy was iu a house by itself. The water-closets, bath-rooms and 
washing apparatus must in the future be placed in an inclosed cora-
]iartment, running from cellar to roof, but completely cut off from 
every other part of the house. The plumbing could be much more 
tasily attended to if thua separated than when as now thejpipea 
r i n to all parta of the building. 

Our Prophetic Department. 
Ma. BOVINE—The market still seems depressed ; have you no 

comfort to give to ua bulls who expected so much ot the corn crop? 
SiE ORACLE—You know by this time that I am a bear on the 

distant future ; I think the pricea of all commodities, with some 
exceptions, are destined to a steady shrinkage. Over and over in 
these conversaciona I have urged prudent people to hoard money 
or evidences of debt, such as governments, good bonds, mortgages, 
undoubted railway securities, everything, in short, which is sure 
to furnish a certain income, no matter it it aeems small. 

MR. BOVINE—Oh, yes ; I remember your old theory that the 
efforts of the commercial world to get rid of silver as a money 
metal, and substitute gold as the sole unit, was constantly adding 
to the value of gold and its equivalents, which would show itself 
in the diminished price of every article whose value it measured. 
But please explain why you except bonds, securities, evidences of 
debt which cannot be evaded, and fixed incomes? 

SIR O.—Becauae they are paid in gold or its equivalent, which 
gold is constantly increasing in value, or, in other words, in pur­
chasing power. This depression ia a bad thing for borrowera, for 
all who are in debt, for all who produce or manufacture ; but it is 
a very satisfactory state of affairs to capitalists, creditora, bankers, 
the owners ot the wealth of the world, and to government officials 
whose salaries are fixed by law. 

M B . BOVINE—Granting all thia, the increase of the purchasing 
power of gold is a very slow proceaa. There are a number of 
secondary causes which create bull markets, auch as a temporary 
abundance of money, large crops, a monopoly of certain agricul­
tural products by a country, such as cotton and corn with ua. Ia 
there not some comfort for ua in tho present situation, in view of 
the large crops, especially that of corn ? 

S I R O.—I confidently expect to see a rally in pricea on the 
Exch.9nge when the influence of the present great corn crop is 
felt in the railway receipts. From January to April, next year, 
there will hardly be rollmg stock enough in the country to trans­
port the corn ; and later still the infiuence of this crop will be felt 
in tho transportation of provisions. 

MR. BOVINE—Wtiat do you say of the wheat situation ; is there 
no compensation for excessive cheapness ? 

SIR O.—The farmer is better off even at the present prices of 
wheat than is generally understood. I have already remarked 
upon the fact of the relative cheapness of everything else, as well 
as wheat ; and some figures in a recent Bradstreet are interesting 
in this connection. Here is the table : 

Whea t , No. 2, red 
Indian corn. No. 2, m i x e d . . . . 
Flour—winter whea t 
Flour—spring whea t 
Sugar, per pound 
BuUer, per pound, da i ry 
Hogs, pe r pouad 
Mess p o r t , barrel 
Mess beef, barre l 
Lard, pe r pound 
Wool, Ohio S , pe r pound 
Cotton, mid up ' s , pe r pound . 
Coal, an th rao i te 
Pet ro leum certiQcatea, c rude 
No. 1 foundry pig 
Cocn. bar, a t milt 
Nails, pe r keg 
Rails, steel, per ton 

PKICKS AT 
. J u l y l . 
1883. 
$1.35 

7.00 
8.75 
.09!^ 
.35 
.11 

15 E) 
21.20 

.127 
.-97 

62fi 
.68 

26 50 
60.00 
3.35 

63.0 j 

HEW YORE. 

gt 33 
.58 

6 5t 
7.2S 
.OSH 
.21 
.0^ 

I J M 
I8.no 

.096 
.31 
.10% 

G.50 
1.15 

25.50 
4100 
S.40 

40.00 

J u l y 1. 

SBO 
600 

.211 

.00 
12.00 
16.50 

.0^5 

.33 

.11 
6.50 
.59M 

2100 
SlOO 
2.15 

39.00 

ept IT. 
$0 85U 

.58W 
4.75 
4,00 
.V6% 
.17 
•OSH 

II.6D 
17.00 

,078 
.33 
•10^ 

4.00 
.76% 

20, Ou 
3700 
200 

26 50 

Deo. over 
Syeara , 
pr. c t . 

30 
ao 32 
47 
29 
26 
2.̂  
2.-.* 
ar 
4t 
10 
IB 
au 31* 
24 
30 
33 
5* 

• Since J u l y I, IB83. 

This makes a bad showing, as it exhibits an average decline of 31 
per cent, in two years and two months. Wool has had the least 
decline and spring fiour the most. As an offset of this, the farmer 
buys his clothing for about 15 per cent. less. There is no way of 
getting at the figures of agricultural machinery, but it is known 
that they are greatly reduced in value. Manufactured cotton goods 
are 25 per cent, cheaper, and woolens about 20 per cent. Lumber 
for farm purpoaea haa been greatly reduced in current values; 
sugar, tea, coffee and other groceries have averaged from 18 to 35 
per cent, decline. Thua, while the farmer has suffered undoubted­
ly in the market price of his small grain, corn and other agricul­
tural products, some of hia loss has been made up by the greater 
cheapness of everything he wears or uses. For one, I believe that 
wheat has reached its loweat point, and I look for high prices for 
wheat a year from now, after the crop of 1885 is gathered. 

MR, BOVINE—How do you make that out? I thought all the 
world was competing in the matter of wlieat. 

SIR O.—The low price of the last two years will, I think, put a 
sttfp to much wheat growing in Great Britain, on the Continent, 
East India, Australia and in every place where labor is dear and • 
land ia valuable. Farmers distant from tbe markets or where land 
and labor are high will not continue growing wheat a ta loaa. i 
Hence I think that th^ good wheat of this crop year kept until 
another crop year will find a ready market at high figures. 

Ma. BOVINE—Well, I am glad you think that there is oue article 
in which there is money, even if it has to be kept a year. 

SIR O.—I expect to see much better than the present prices next [ 
spring; at current figures it pays to feed wheat to efcock, and then I 

http://I8.no
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I think it will be found that relatively we have not grown a very 
iarge wheat crop. In thia connection the following extract from 
the Railroad Gazette should be carefully pondered by those who 
are disposed to expect a great deal from the wheat crop of the 
present year: 

The agricultural department says that the whole wheat crop this year will 
Vary little from 500,000,000 bushels, which seems to us to be a reasonable 
estimate. This compares as follows with the production for the seven 
years previous in millions of bushels: 
I87T. 
405.0 

1878. 
420.1 

IS79. 
4119.5 

1880. 
493.5 

ISSl. 
SSa.3 

1882. 
B04.a 

1613. 
421.1 

Thus the crop this year is very nearly the aame aa in 1880 and 1883, and 
considering the large increase in population and the larger increase of rail­
roads, it cannot be called a large one, the production per 1,000 Inhabitants 
and per mile of railroad having been: 

Per 1.000 inhab i t an t s . . 
Pe r mile of r a i l r o a d . . . 

1879. 
. 9,4-10 
. 6,600 

16B0. 
9.910 
6,665 

1891. 
7.338 
S.B00 

1^82. 
9,400 
4,663 

18SS. 
7.610 
3,563 

18S4. 
e,78i 
4,066 

Vhus though tbe crop this year is nearly the same as in 1880 and 1883 and 
40, 00,000 more than in 1879, the production per Inbapitant is 7 per cent, 
less thau in 1879, ll}4 per cent, less than in 1830, and 6^^ per cent, less than 
io 18S3, and the production per mile of railroad is 27X per cent. less tban 
in 1879, 2S per cent, less than in 1880, aod 13 per cent, less than in 1883. A 
failure to take into account the great growth of population and the eoor-
mouB increase in railroad mileage since \8'^9 leads people to expect too 
much from large crops. Their good effect has to be divided among BO 
many more psople and railroads thau in 1879 and 1880 that there is very 
much less to be gained by each. If the crop had increased in proportion 
to population since 1879, /( woidd be 538,000,000 bushels this year; if in 
proportion to railroad mileage, 736,OJO,000. 

It should always be borne in mind that while the productive capac­
ity of our manufactures can be increased 35 per cent, per annum, 
our increase of agricultural products rarely exceeds more than 3 
per cent, per annum. We have no more wheat this year than we 
had in 1882, while there are some four million more people to eat it. 
We shall have less cotton this year than last, and far less than in 
1883. Corn and potatoes are the only crops in excess of former 
good years. 

MK. BOVINE—All this is not very encouraging. Can you think 
of nothing else tbat is likely to increase in value, and which a per­
son of means could buy with an assurance of an increase? 

S I R O.—Yes, I should have mentioned land in this country, it is a 
fixed quantity and our population steadily increases. You can put 
me down as a bull on real estate in the United Statea. I believe in 
wheat at present prices, and I think good railway bonds are cheap, 
but I do not think that we will have any pronounced rally in the 
stock market for some little t ime to come. 

M R . BOVINE—Is there no circumstance apart from tbe corn crop 
which will cause a rally in the market ? 

SIR 0.—I am inclined to believe there ia something in the theory 
held in London that the key to the speculative situation is in the 
relations of the New York Central system to West Shore organiza­
tion. The final folution of the matter would be the ownership of 
the West Shore road by the Central company. When that ia accom­
plished then look out for a bull movement led by the Vanderbilt 
securities. 

MR. BOVINE—IS this a possible result in view of Mr. Vanderbilt's 
repeated statements that he did not want the West Shore road ? 

SIR 0.—The history of railways in this country is one of continual 
consolidations, merger agreements, and, what amounts to the same 
thing, pooling arrangements. Railways are monopolies from their 
very nature. There can never be any permanent competition be­
tween transportation lines or telegraph systems. The New York 
Central must come to some agreement with the West Shore road; 
i t is simply a question of time. The present fight is to get at terms 
agreeable to both parties. While the quarrel lasts the stock mar­
ke t cannot advance. 

MR, BOVINE—What stocka seem to you the most desirable for in­
vestors at present prices and at the present time? 

S I R 0.—Western Union and Manhattan Consolidated. These 
companies are not affected by bad crops, the weather, the money 
market, rate wars, the state of business or any of the factors which 
depress the value of railway securities. As the city grows there 
will be a steady enhancement in the value of street-car and " L " 
railway stock ; as the country grows its telegraphic business be­
comes more important and more profitable. 

MR. BOVINE—What you say about Manhattan stock seems rea­
sonable, but is not the Western Union forced to keep on fighting 
opposition lines? Its largest business is of course between the 
great cities, and it has proved an easy matter to string wires from 
Boston to Chicago, or from New York to St. Louis, stopping only 
at the great cities. 

SlE O.—Yet it is a matter of record that no opposition company 
has ever yet paid expanses. They have all so far been forced to 
come under the sheltering wing of the great telegraph monopoly. 
As I have just remarked the tendency of the age, in governments 
as in corporations, is toward consolidation. The establishment 
of a rival telegraph line that would keep its independence ia 

.against the whole experience pf tele^rp-ph history from the time 

when the Western Union began to swallow up ita rivals in business. 
The final issue of the telegraph controversy will be its purchase by 
the government. In the meantime the Western Union will con­
tinue to pay large dividends upon the market price of its stock. 
Never at any time iu ita history has the atock sold for what it was 
worth. People will not pay for poles, wires and chemicals as high 
a price as they will for property which is more substantial even if 
lesa profitable. There are plenty of good low priced bonds in the 
market and many stocks that are cheap at preseut prices but the 
latter will be under a cloud until the busineaa of the country 

revives. 
«-

Internaiional Silver Coinage Conference. 
Naw YORK, Sept. S3,1884. 

To the Editor of the Commercial Bulletin: 
1 have just received by private dispatch from London the following 

important information: " A t the annual meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, to be held at Wolverhampton on September 
30 and October 1, according to the official programme, a resolution ia to 
be submitted (initiated from Birmingham) in favor of a conference on 
the silver question, to the following effect: ' That Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment be urged to promote a conference with other leading nations 
with reference to the desirability of re-babilitating silver as international 
money.'" This will beseen to be all the more important when associ­
ated with the following act, making appropriation, &c., of the last 
Congress: "To enable the President to continue negotiations witb 
foreign governments respecting the establishment of a common ratio 
between gold and silver, ten thousand dollars." W. M. B. 

The above ia an important indication of a change of feeling 
which has long been going ou in England, respecting the wisdom 
of gold being the sole unit of value for the commercial world. The 
Rothschilds, ex-Preaideut Gibbs of the Bankof England, and many 
ot the leading financiers of tbe British Empire have long been of 
the opinion that the depression in business the world over was due 
to the demonetization of silver, and that there was no hope of any 
general revival until bi-metallism was again the rule in the inter-
trade relations of the world. The Hon. George J . Goschen, con­
fessedly the leading financial authority in the ranks of the Liberal 
party, bas delivered some remarkable speeches on this subject ia 
Parliament, and has shown that the steady shrinkage in prices has 
been due to tho adoption of the gold unit by the commercial 
nations. 

I t ia not at all likely, however, that the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce will endorse the petition for a change from the present 
system. It is true that the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce is on 
record as demarding the full recognition of silver as a money 
metal, but then the merchants of tbat city bad in mind the grievous 
losses which they had endured in the East India trade when silver 
became so greatly depreciated in value by the action of the Ameri­
can and German governments in 1873, But England is the great 
creditor nation of the world. It ia clearly her interest to have her 
debts liquidated in the most valuable money extant. Then all 
government employes, holders of trust funds and people with fixed 
incomes will oppose any cheapening of the standard of value for 
obvious reasons. Still there will be eome curiosity to see what 
action will be taken by the Associated Chambers of Commerce in 
England touching this exceedingly important matter. There ought 
to be something about it in the cable dispatches of next Thursday. 

• 

The Building Strikes. 
[From The Real Estate Chronicle.] 

The public, through the daily press, has evidently obtained a 
wrong impression as to the cause of the strike of the bricklayers 
and subsequently of the stonecutters of this city. The true inward­
ness of this labor revolt lies at greater depth than is generally sup­
posed. The various trade unions connected with the building 
interests, and particularly the stonecutters and bricklayers, have 
amalgamated and have entrusted tbe management of their com­
bined societies into the hands of what they term a "commit tee of 
general good," This committee has absolute power to order a 
strike against any employer tbey m.ay see fit, without consulting 
the general body of its members. It thus not infrequently occurs 
that a strike is ordered without any explanation being forthcoming. 
This is the case with the stonecutters at present. Many of tbe 
men have been asked what grounds they bad for leaving work, 
aod have confessed that they do not know what they are striking 
for and that they have no grievance, seeing that they obtain four-
and-a-half-dollars for eight hours 'work per diem. " They only 
knew," they said, " t h a t the strike was ordered, and they were 
forced to obey, though they understood tbat it was out of sym­
pathy tor the bricklayers, and with the object of assisting them in 
their endeavor to reduce the t ime of labor to nine hours a 
day." This is only one phase of the question, but the 
"commi t tee of general good" doea not propose to stop here. 
They intend after obtaining nine hours this season to demand 
eight hours next year, the stonecutters to assist them by refusing 
to allow any atone work to be set in buildings wbere the master 
masoB refuses to accede to tbe demands of the bricklayers. They 
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i n t u r n , a f t e r h a v i n g ob ta ined e i g h t h o u r s , a r e to assist t h e s tone­
c u t t e r s by refusing to w o r k on a n y bu i ld ing t b e s t o n e for w h i c h w a s 
c u t ou ts ide of N e w Y o r k c i ty . Th i s is u n d e r s t o o d to be t h e com­
p a c t b e t w e e n t h e j o u r n e y m e n s t o n e c u t t e r s a n d b r i ck l aye r s as 
ag reed u p o n b y t h e " c o m m i t t e e of gene ra l good ." Th i s w o u l d 
g ive t h e m full con t ro l of t b e b u i l d i n g in t e re s t s of t h e c i ty , a n d t h a t 
a r b i t r a r y p o w e r t b e y propose to u s e by d r i v i n g ou t of busineaa all 
employer s w h o m i g h t be obnox ious to t h e i r r e spec t ive organiza­
t ions . AH th i s is v e r y severe on t h e mas te r s t o n e c u t t e r s w h o h a v e 
t o comple te c o n t r a c t s en t e r ed in to las t s p r i n g w i t h o u t a n y k n o w l ­
e d g e of t h i s c o n t e m p l a t e d s t r ike . T h e y h a d t h o u s a n d s of dol la rs 
of w o r k o u t a n d comple ted ahead , r eady to be p laced i n v a r i o u s 
bu i ld ings . T h e y a re n o w to ld t h a t if chey pers is t in s e n d i n g s t o n e to 
t h e bu i ld ings t h e m e n wi l l be w i t h d r a w n . A u d because t h e 
emp loye r s h a v e pro tes ted aga ins t such h i g h - h a n d e d c o n d u c t on t h 9 
p a r t of t h e labor c o m m i t t e e s t h e s t r i ke h a s been ordered , a n d mil­
l ions of dollara k e p t back f rom b e i n g i nves t ed i n o n e of t h e p r inc i ­
p a l indus t r i e s of thia c i ty . 

• - • — • 

Concerning Wen and Things. 
*** 

William K. Vanderbilt is hereafter to be the ruling spirit in all the 
Vanderbilt properties. He is now and long has been tbe right hand of his 
father, W. H. Vanderbilt , in his railroad aud Wall street business. The 
l a t t e r i sg radua l ly retir ing from the active management of his various 
properties, and ia every case'his'successor is his favorite son, Wm. K. The 
lat ter has shown nerve, sagacity, industry, aud a thorough knowledge 
of the situation in all the emergencies of the " s t r ee t . " Indeed, Will iam 
K. Vanderbilt is worth all the rest of the junior Vanderbilts put together 
BO far as the ability to control large interests are concerned. He is now 
chairman of the executive committee of the Lake Shore directors, the 
president of the Nickel Plate road, the ruling epirit in New York Central 
a n d C , C , C. & I., and will soon take the place of J a y Gould in the North­
west directory, who has been invited to resign. In all these matters we 
speak by the card. From this t ime forth Wm. K. Vanderbil t will be 
second to no one in or out of the " street," not even J ay Gould, whose star 
bas apparently passed its zenith. 

* * * 
Our city newspapers are becoming untrustworthy. In the race for local 

sensations they invent interviews aud incidents which have no founda­
tion in fact. The escapade of Miss Victoria Morosini led to a swarm of 
statements and interviews in the various journals which were wholly 
fictitious. The coachman and bis wife declare tha t the published interviews 
with them were all untrue, as they never saw but one reporter during the 
whole time. Mr. Connor, the broker. Dr. Cantoni and Mr. Morosini unite 
in declaring tha t nearly every publication made as being authorized by 
them was totally false. The published let ter of J a y Gculd to Morosini, on 
his family misfortune was, it seems, a forgery. I t appaars that all the jour­
nals were tarred with the same stick. Tbe story that Mrs. Scbelling was 
to appear a t Niblo's was a fabrication ia every particular. Our city daily 
press is nou what it should be. A journal will make its appearance some 
day which will tell the truth, and nothing but the t ruth, and it will have 
its reward. 

*** 
" I believe," said Mr, George F. Peabody, of Spencer Trask Se Co., " t h a t 

there is a gigantic wheat speculation under w a y ; I think there is conspir­
acy among tbe great operators to force down tbe price of wheat t i l l they 
can load up, and, when the t ime comes, it will be found tbat there is not 
more wheat in the world than can be consumed. I t is an old, old dodge 
of tbe operators to magnify the crops of wheat, corn and cotton when 
these products are first brought into the market ; the object being to 
buy them as cheaply as possible from the producers. Thia gives them a 
chance to aecure the grain and cotton at lew prices, while consumption is 
a t the same time stimulated to the great advantage of the speculators, 
when they are ready to sell a t advanced figures." " Up to this t ime." con­
tinued Mr. Peabody, " I believe the wheat product of the world has been 
overestimated, and the probable consumption underestimated." 

*** 
A. M. Palmer, it is said, is negotiating for the Seventy-first Regiment 

Armory, a t the junction of Sixth avenue, Broadway and Thirty-flfth 
street, as tbe site for a new theatre. The location is admirable, but unless 
the intention is to have stores on the ground floor the site will provo too 
costly for a theatre. Theatres require a great deal of room and thev 
never pay on ground natural ly very valuable. They require an entrance, 
it is true, on a leading thoroughfare, but the history of Booth's Theatre 
tells the story of the folly of a theatre which requires room, for wbich 
ordinary t rade will pay a much higher price. Niblo's Garden, the S tar 
Theatre and the Union Bquare Theatre are well located iu this respect, 
but more than half the theatrea in the city are wrongly built in this par­
ticular. Among others are Wallack's, Daly's, the Academy of Music, the 
Metropolitan Opera House, the Casino and the Cosmopolitan theatres are 
so situated. Eventually it will be found tha t the newest of these plafes of 
amusement will cause theie owners to lose money continuously. Mr. A. M. 
Palmer is, however, too far-seeing a business man to spend his money on 
so valuable a site as the Seventy-flrst Regiment Armory for a theatre. 

W h a t possesses homely actors to scatter their pictures far and wide? 
Every show-window in New York has recently eontained a lithograph of 
Joseph Murphy, who has been starring for some years in a piece wri t ten 
by Fred. Marsden and called " K e r r y Gow." Mr. Murphy has an 
extremely common face; indeed, it is coarse—brutal almost—and the 
lithograph does not flatter hioi by any means. The picture of a pre t ty 
wonaan might be at t ract ive enough to induce a person to visit a theatre ; 
but surely the reproduction of Mr. Murphy's ugly mug would repel rather 
than draw to a place of amusement. I t is curious, also, that many candi­
dates for offlce. whose faces are actually repulsive, should distribute their 
"counterfeit presentments" in the hops thereby of securing votes. 

Home Decorative Notes. 
—The taste and desire for elegancies are beiug developed and displayed 

to a very great extent, the danger being that without forethought we m a y 
be carried beyond what ia wise and jus t ; many appointments for bed­
rooms have a regal significance, some very rich hangings prepared for a 
bed which stands on a do i swereof pink satin, bordered by g ray plush; 
inside on the satin is a vine-like ornament made of two gold cords, 
couched in curves and intersecting at intervals in a small diamond-shaped 
flgure; a t the points of intersection are branching leaves in gold thread, 
between these are flowers in al ternate sides embroidered in colored s i l ts , 
with gold centres; the curtains are lined with thin yellow Japanese silk. 

—Crimson and yellow portieres is a new combination. 

—High or revolving castors are no longer seen upon tbe dining-
table. 

—Inexpensive though quite a t t rac t ive bed-room curtains are ot 
unbleached muslin; the threads should be drawn out on the sides and a t 
the lower edge for the space of two or three inches; hem-stitch the same 
with French cotton, and trac« over the rest of the drapery in flne crewels 
of I'arious colors, clustered leaves and flowers th rown on at random; fin­
ish the outer edge with lace and small tasselsmade of the crewels, fastened 
over the lace a t intervals of two or three inches. 

—Tbe Bussian and German designs in embroidery on linen are popular 
for borders of chair and sofa backs, the denigns run mostly to delineating 
birds and grotesque flgures introduced into bold scroll pat terns, the bird 
or figure is left in relief in the notural t int of tbe linen, the ground being 
fllled in with darning stitches in wool or cotton. 

—Crumb t rays are of copper or bronze shaped in the form of a lotus leaf 

- C a r v i n g d p t h s are of very flne white linen, square, and finished simply 
with a narrow hem. 

—Stained glass is used largely for firescreens; the opalescent glass m a y 
be used in large quantities, as tbe flre-light in passing through its milky 
depths scintillates, as it were, and the glow of a br ight flre is beautifully 
softened and transmitted by it. 

—Handsome table-covers can be made with the aid of large-flgured 
velvets; the figures are cut out and applied to cloth or satin and con­
nected by stemsand tendrils worked in arrasene or flloselle; the applique 
figures are sewed down upon the ground invisibly wi th fine sewing silk, or 
boldly outlined with gold or silk cord. 

—Superb lamps are made with two kinds of metal , or two shades of the 
same kind; bronze and golden bronze are exquisite when used in art is t ic 
combination; a unique style is of hammered copper in the shape of an 
elephant 's t runk, a dragon forming par t of tbe pedestal; there are some 
specimens of glass lamps with opaque fiowers on their bossed stems; a 
reading lamp is of moon-like satin silver surrounded witb a gar land of 
fiowers in bigh relief carelessly applied, the globe is fine pale green cut 
glass. 

—To satisfy the cry for change, a desirable result is produced in iron 
and silver called Banks ware, the dark dull surface has a decoration more 
or less elaborate of dark oxidized-silver; a very handsome set is for punch' 
called B " toddy set," the kettle ia mounted on a tripod over au alcohol 
lamp, the sugar bowl has an oxidized-silver decoraiion of a large lizard 
looking over the edge, a bottle stand is in shape of a t runk of a tree having 
silver decoration of foliage and birds. 

—Brass chains are uaed for looping up mantel lambrequins. 

—Beautiful vases and bottles In royal Worcester ware are displayed 
wi th their soft creamy surfaces, ornamented with berries and other 
designs, raised in colored enamels and simulating pearls, rubies and tur­
quoise. 

—Tapestry cloth is much used as covering for large chairs and sofas, 

—A very showy design for a screen or panel is the wild orange red lily, 
wi th its brilliant coloring. 

—Velveteen, plusb and corduroy are still the most popular fabrics used 
as portieres. 

—One of tha newest blues this season is the mazarine, and it is seen in 
all manner of materiala, china, glass and upholstery fabrics. 

—An exquisitely delicate fire screen of cream satin is adorned wi th a 
design of coral, seaweed, shells and fishes; the flshes with spangled scales 
and jewelled eyes are applique, as are also the t inygolden sheila, while tho 
coral and weed are worked in arrasene and silks. 

—Two rows of immense round brass naila are placed in diagonal lines 
on the lower edge of many pieces of plush covered furniture. 

—Crocodile and serpent skins, leather, plush, velvet and satin a r e used 
and misused with lavish prodigality in the construction of card and wri t ­
ing cases, albums, mirror frames, perfumery and jewel cases, glove boxes, 
music roll a, etc. 

—Covers for little books or portfolios are pret t i ly made of canvas, with 
a pasteboard lining; tbey should be bound with ribbon and may be further 
ornamented by having some pressed pansies or other flowers mingled with 
ferns painted upon it. 

—American skill and genius are working •wonders in the manipulation 
of gold, silver and copper; a silver pitcher and salver is worked in repousse, 
the surface covered with irregular waves elaborately chased, with seaweed, 
shells of different shapes, crabs, e tc ; a unique silver soup tureen is chased 
oxidized repousse in wavelets, in which sporfc-fish of varied species in 
tangled seaweed—a orah ou each side, with legs extended, forms a handle, 
and a large lobster with a glint of oxidized gold on the back forms the top 
of the cover. Many other rich and desirable novelties in silver, copper 
and gold are displayed by the Goiham Manufacturing Company of Broad­
w a y and Nineteenth street. 
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Cheap Fares and Railroad Success. 
Vice-President W. O. McDowell, of the New York and Sea Beach Rail­

way, gave a few particulars about tha t road to a representative of T H E 
RECOKD AND GUIDE. H e said: " W h e n I first took upon myself the 
controlof the road I leld that by dexterous management we might convert 
our large year ly deficit into a surplus. W e resolved to reduce our rates 
below those of the competing lines and by tha t means increase our 
receipts. In this we were successful. This year we tried an experiment. 
We introduced very cheap fares into our system. We ran a t rain in the 
morning and evening at hours to suit mechanics and workmen. The first 
day we commenced we had only three men, and we have since beeu run­
ning several cars. The morning t ra in leaves Coney Island a t 6.15, the 
journey to New York, via Bay Ridge, being accomplished in about forty-
five minutes. The evening train leaves New York at 6.10 and arrives a t 
its destination at 7.05. By this means we hope to eventually bring 
hundreds of workmen's families to reside on. the lunds on the liue of the 
Sea Beach route, and while thus bringing them away from the crowded 
cities and into a healthy region we ab the same time increase largely 
the receipts of our road. Our charge on these cheap trains is five 
cents to Bay Ridge and ten cents to Coney Island. This enables a g r e a t 
m a n y people to live there and get to their work almost as quickly and 
cheaply as in New York city, while tbey have less rent to pay, to say 
nothing of tha healthier location. The result of this policy is seen in the 
fact tbat when I became general manager of the road two years ago the 
annual receipts were about SiO,OUO, while they are now over S 5̂0,COO. In 
1880 the gross earnings of our road were S21,()0O. in iSSl they were 
$31,000, while in 18S3, when I became manager, they amounted to $40,000, 
there being a large net loss each year—in the let ter year amounting to 
8140,000. In 18S3, however, with our new policy, the earnings increased 
to J99,lC0. being 147 per cent, over the previous year, leaving us with a 
surplus of $25,000. This year ovir earnings have thus far amounted to 
$310,000, and we expect by the end of the year to swell this between 
|3.->0,0J0 and $300,000. I anticipate a surplus for i8S4 of about $10LI,000, 
being more than the gross earnings of 1883. I think we may therefore 
claim that the past two years have seen a greater SUCCOEB in our road than 
was ever before known in railroad management, and this we a t t r ibute to 
our cheap fares. We hope soon to reduce our running t ime to Coney 
Island to th i r ty minutes. Of course we have had to increase our rolling 
stock and general expenses, such as advertising, additional employes and 
80 forth, but our percentage of operating expenses to gross income has 
largely decreased. We shall probably endeavor to run an ext ra cheap 
train next year , both morning and evening, BO as to suit those people 
whose avocaiicns do nob bring them to the city soearJy and who return later. 
We believe iu the future of the property along the Sea Beach route. We 
are in communication with m a n y of tbe owners, and expect to sell large 
parcels next year for residence purposes, which we hope to see builb up 
by cottagea suitable for respectable mechanics and others. The price of 
land in these districts ranges from $000 to $1,300 per acre or $50 to $10U 
per city lob. We give tree passes to the employes of large firms who wish 
to inspect bhe ground, and they are driven over the property and shown 
ths various parcels for sale in the several districts, which they can buy on 
easy terms. By this we hope to increase the population of Bay Ridge and 
other places along our line, and so continue to iucreaso our receipts from 

year to year . 
• 

This week has seen the New T o r k Petroleum Exchange and Stock 
Board inaugurate the European system of dealing in fractional lots of 
railroad securities. The stocks dealt in comprise the most acdve of those 
sold on the Stock Exchange, and with a few exceptions are all dividend 
payers. The number of sales on Monday •were ll,OuO, on Tuesday 10,000. 
on Wednesday 15,700, on Thursday 12,200, and yesterday 15,970. The 
system of clearances is the same as that in vogue at Berhn. Tea shares 
aud upwards can be dealt in, bhus giving the small operator an equal 
chance with the big speculator. A settling price is made on Saturdays 
and clearances effected every Monday. Of course the Stock Exchange is 
antagonistic to this new enterprise. I ts regulations confine dealings in 
stocks by its members to Wall street, and this has already caused the 
wi thdrawal of some prominent meu (rom the Exchange a t the Welles 
building. There is some probability, however, that the lat ter institution 
will steadily increase the volume of its transactions and eventually 
become popular. ID has been objected that the se l ing of pmall fractionas 
lots gives a " bucket shop " character to bhe Petroleum Exchange. This ie 
not correct, however, for the clearing department of the lat ter and the 
forms adopted are quite difl'erent to the ruinous and demoralizing one per 
cent, margin business of the " b u c k e t sbop." There is in fact no more 
gambling about deahng in ten, twen ty or fifty shares on the Petroleum 
Exchange than there is in speculating in a hundred or a thousand shares 
on the Stock Exchange. Out of every hundred thousand shares sold a t 
tbe Wall street institution probably not more than ten thousand shares are 
bought out and out. How many men who speculate on the Stock Exchange 
ever see the stock they buy or.sell ? Tbey simply deposit with their brok­
ers a thousand dollars margin on every hundred shares they deal in, and 
are just as liable to be " wiped out " as are the small fry who frequent the 
purlieus of the much condemned " bucket shop." Tha only difference 
between the two is that the man who speculates iu the oue case is a man 
of more moderate means than the other, and that while the one wins or 
loses fifties or hundreds the other gains or drops hundreds or thuusauds. 

having returned to the cifcy, the meeting was postponed tilt October 15, 
when it ia proposed to organize with the object of making arrangements 
with the trustees of Columbia College for the renewal of the leases on an 
equitable basis. 

Jobn Russell Young, the American minister to China, has wri t ten a 
communication to tbe Home State Department with reference bo the 
petroleum t rade and the proper means of popularizing it in the Chinese 
empire. He says tha t only oil of a high grade should be sent to Asia, I n 
the course of his offleial communication be pays a well-deserved tr ibute of 
commendation to a gentleman who is well known in business circles in 
New Zork, Minister T o u o g s a y s : " T h o petroleum interesta a t home 
have been well served by Mr, W, H. Libby, an American gentleman, who 
came to Asia to represent the petroleum interests. Mr, Libby entered 
upon his work witb intelligent enthusiasm, and, judging from the m a n y 
conversations and communications with which he has honored me, he 
seems to possess the t rue idea of pressing this most important interest in 
China. I at tach much value to the work which that geutleman has done 
in China, and therefore deem ib worthy of special commendation to the 
Department." 

In the suit of Martin, Kediau & Oo. vs. Joseph B. Hoyfc, the General 
Term of the Supreme Court have lately decided that if a trustee orders 
work upon tbe property for which he is trustee, he can be made to pay 
for it individually; and tha t where the plaintiff i, who were plumbers, were 
employed by him to make repairs on such property, and they employed 
mechanics in other lines of business, they could recover the amouuis they 
had paid to such other mechanics, and that the bills furnished by the la t te r 
and paid by the plaintiffs could be propsrly received in evidence; but that 
it is wrong to allow plaintiffs to charge the tuU face value of such bills 
when they had beeu allowed a rebate of ten per cent, upon the same, 
although they proved on the tr ial tha t the receipt of such a rebate was the 
custom of the t rade . The Court say that such a custom is vicious aad 
unlawful. 

A meeting took place on Wednesday, a t the ofBce of V. K. Stevenson, 
Jr . , No. 061 Fifth avenue, of the owners of Columbia College leasehold 
property whose leases for the new term of twenty-one years have not 
been renewed, with the object of taking measures in their interest with 
reference to the amount of ground renta to be established on the value of 
the fee simple of the land in the mat ter of all the renewals yet to be made 
upon thab property. There was a small attendance. Some discussion 
took place, but owing to the major i ty of the par t ies interested not ye t 

Numbering Streets, 
Editor RECORD AND GUIDB:: 

The confusion arising from the want of system in numbering the houses 
in New York is a great evil, and one which is increaaiog with the growth 
of our metropolis. In the upper par t of the city, where the streets and 
avenues are designated by numbers and where the blocks a re of near ly 
uniform width, we have the basis of the siiiiplesb and most accurate sys­
tem thab could be devised or imagined; and yet in practice bhe defecbs a re 
serious and embarrassing. Ask bbe first teu persons you meet aud I doubt 
if two of them will ba able to say within half a mile, or eveu a mile, wuore 
any given number of an avenue m a y b e found, except perhaps on that 
avenue that may be nearest bis own residence. When the city iocreaaea 
30 that numbers woU up in the thousands bscome common, bhe inconven­
ience will be greably increased. Who, for example, will De able to tell 
with any certainty where No. 3000 ia any particular avenue can be found, 
or say that it may be found within ten or twenty blocks of the same num­
ber on lhe adjoining avenue ? 

Another evil isdividing the streets by Fifth avenue and designating them 

as East and West . This is cumbersome and iuconptmient "nd, as 
every oue must know by experience, a cause of froquonc and vexatious 
mistakes. 

The reforms -I would suggest apply to tha t par t of the city wherein 
the streets and avenues a re designated by numuera. In numbering the 
houses on tbe avenues I wculd allow twenty numbers to each block and 
make the rule infiexible. Beginning with Firsn street, the flrst avenue 
number should be No. I; a t Second street should be No. 21; a t Sixth street 
should be Ko. 101; ab One Hundred and Fort ieth street shou.d be Ko. 4Wl, 
and so on. This is simplicity itself. Twenty numbers to a block, five 
blocks to 100 numbers, 40U numbers to a mile. By this method the most 
stupid citizen or the greene=b stranger would io an instant know exactly 
where to flnd any number he was in search of and his distance from it. 
• As to the numbering of the streets I would banish tha useless aud cum­
bersome desiguatioo of east and Wifst. and would give to each block 
exactly loo numbers, beginning at the east. To the block east of First 
aveuue I would give the numbers from 1 to 100; the first uumber west of 
First avenue should be Ko. 101—not 100, for logically tha t number belongs 
to the first and uot to the aecoud hundred. At Fifth avenue should be 
Ko. 501; a t Tenth avenue should be No. loOl, and so throughout. Of 
course Lexingtou and Madison avenues would divide their blocks into 
fifties. The streets running east o£ Avenue A might be changed co East 
First street, etc., aud numbered according to the present syatem. These, 
however, are so few and unimportant that they need not interfere with 
tbe adoption of the general plan. 

The simplicity and accuracy of this plan cannot fail to commend ib to 
the attention ot e-very one, aud it must be adopted some day. The longer 
it is delayed the greater tbe difficulty in maHing the change. Will you uoG 
advocate ib, or a t least call for an exiJression of opinion ou the par t of your 
readers respecting it ? 

The same plan might be applied to the streets south of First street, but 
a t present I would not urge it, since ic would be more difficult of applica­
tion, aud to agitate the question might embarrass the cousideratiou of the 
more important measure above outlined. The entire city might ba 
divided by certain imaginary or arbi trary lines with numbers set apar t for 
these divisions, Wherever a street begins it might bake up the numbers 
appropriate to its position, and these might for convenience be the same as 
those ou Broadway. Numbers running east and west might be flxed on a 
like principle, allowing, ns in case ot iho avenues, 2u feet to each house 
number, aud measuring in all cases we will say from Broadway, ao tha t 
when one hears of No. aOl East Broadway one would know that the house 
indicated was just, or approximately, oue mile from Broadway, No. Sul 
would ba two miles; No. 5 '0 J a y street we would know waa a mile and a 
quarter from Broadway, Ko. 670 Lewis street we would kuow was ou a 
liue with No. 670 Broadway, etc. This aeems complex, but 1 could make 
it perfectly clear if I thought it worth the while. At present, however, it 
is of no practical account, and I do nob care bo occupy your space with 
more than the suggesbioa. Some day it may possibly bear print. 

R B F O B U . 

During tbe ypar 1833 21,110 houses were built in London, forming 861 
new streets aud one new square, covering a distance of 5B miles, Blyarda, 
This is a decrease on the preceding year, but three times as great as the 
number in 1873. The nunioer of fatal accidents iu the streets which came 
under pohce notice were 106, and the number of persons injured in the 
streets were 3,5ii;j, 








































