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The political pot boils the more furiously as election day draws 
near. When Grover Cleveland was nominated nothing seemed 
more certain than his election as Pres ident ; but the scandal affect­
ing his private life turned the tide and the unespectedly large 
RepubUcan majority in Maine put a decided damper on Demo­
cratic hopes. But recently it looks as if the opponents of Mr. 
Blaine have taken fresh courage and the result of the election on 
all sides is admitted to be in the very greatest doubt. Next Tues­
day may settle the question. If the Republicans lose Ohio, or 
carry it by only a small majority, the chances will be iu favor of 
Mr. Cleveland's election. If the Democrats, however, are defeated 
by 15,000 or 20,000 majority the Republicans will claim that the 
November election will be a walk over. The probabilities aire that 
the Ohio election will still leave the matter in doubt, in which case 
the contest will rage with increasing ferocity up to election day. 
The canvass so far is not one of which America can be proud, and 
all decent citizens will be heartily glad when it is over. 

Before the next issue of this publication tho county tickets of 
the Republicans and the regular Democrats will be in the field. 
Should the Ohio election look like the success of Mr. Cleveland the 
County Democracy will doubtless run a straight ticket, but other­
wise there wiU be more or less trading. The Tammany ticket now 
in the field is a very good one, and it is sincerely to be hoped that 
the anti-Tammany Democrats and Republicans will do as well, 
Tammany has been mindful of real estate interests in its nominees, 
but there are plenty of material in the ranks of opposing parties to 
make equally good tickets. 

Some of the local congressional nominations are very good. No 
better representatives could be found than Abraham S. Hewitt, Sam­
uel S. Cox and O. B, Potter. Mr, Joseph Pulitzer is a very clever 
gentleman, but why should he want to go to Congress when he has 
a leading city daily paper to look after 7 General Viele would be a 
round man in a equare iiole as Congressman, Good engineers such 
as he are better employed in New York than in Washington. He 
is of some use to the community in the Central Park Board, but 
neither his training nor his talents are suitable for a Congressman. 
Take a friend's advice, General, aud decline the nomination. You 
will sare money and enhance your reputation thereby. 

Our readers must not overlook the department entitled " T h e 
World of Business," The matter given under this head will be 
found of increasing interest from week to week. The account of 
a great transcontinental line of railways, owned by the syndicate 
of which C. B. Huntington is the head, ought to attract wide­
spread attention. It aeems that this vast system of railways con­
necting San Francisco on the Pacific with Newport News on the 
Atlantic Ocean, with branches to every city of importance south 
of the Ohio River, is about to be consolidated into one great com­
pany, thus bringing into existence a corporation of greater possibil. 
ities tban the systems controlled by Jay Gould or the Vanderbilt 
interests. AB yet the securities of this vast corporation have not 
been put upon the market, yet, undoubtedly, they will be leaders 
in the speculative field in the not distant future. 

The various reforms which have bren incorporated into our city 
charter through the efforts of Mr. Theodore Roosevelt were first 
mooted in the directory of the Real Estate Exchange and Auction 
Room (Limited) last December. After thinking the matter over for 
some time, a majority of the directors decided not to press the 
reform measures, as it might look too much like dictating to the two 
political organizations, the final result of which was that Mr. 
Roosevelt got the credit for the passage of the various measures 
instead of the Real Estate Exchange. Thia year the directors of 
the Exchange are disposed to be more of a power in legislative 
matters. I ts officers have been instructed to call the attention of 
the State press to the great importance of the proposed amendment 
to the constitution reBtricti.^g localities with over a hundred thou­
sand inhabitants from incurring permanent debts of a larger amount 
than 10 per cent, pf the aesesB^ valuation of their real estate. Tho 

directors alao seem to be of the opinion that as the plan for liqui­
dating arrears due on assessments and taxes in Brooklyn has 
worked so well, the same law ought to be appliedto New York. A 
number of matters will come before the Legislature at its next 
session affecting real estate, and undoubtedly our Real Estate 
Exchange will make its influence felt in the interest of real prop-

The Clark Houses. 
These houses, at present twenty-seven in number, on the north 

side of Seventy-third street, between Eighth and Ninth avenues, 
constitute a singularly interesting experiment in street archi­
tecture. As their treatment plainly shows, they are by the same 
architect to whom we owe the Dakota, opposite them. 

The total frontage on Seventy-third street is about 550 feet, the 
houses being of about 20 feet each, and the corner on Nintli 
avenue being occupied by an apartment house a full story higher 
than the single dwellings which occupy the remaining space, but 
architecturally united with them. The object of the designer haa 
evidently been to avoid the monotony of a long row of houses of 
similar design on the one hand, and on the other the restlessness of 
such a row of houses if each be designed by itself. Twenty-seven 
houses in a row, each one treated altogether separately, would 
almost inevitably be a confusing and miscellaneous assemblage, 
no matter how well each of its component parts might be done. 
On tho other hand, as we can see evidence in almost any residential 
street in NewYork, the repetition of one design is very tiresome, 
and it would still be very tiresome even if the architectural unit 
were a much better thing than the brown stone front. The aim 
here is to secure the effect of a composition while individualizing 
each of the components. 

Tbe effect of unity is obtained by a high basement of Dorchester 
stone running through the whole aeries, and by a moulded stone 
cornice of the same material continuous except for the interrup­
tions caused by the occasion&,l building up ot the upper story into 
a full wall story instead of the roof story, lighted by dormer and 
gable windowa, which usually completes the front. The ends are 
emphasized by carrying the stonework through au additional 
story, and also by a round bay window on the outer side of each. 
The central feature is a gable between two walls rising above it, 
and each crowned with a hipped roof. A similar feature, only 
reversed so that the central hip roofed mass rises between the 
gabled fronts, occurs about midway between the centre and each 
end. Each of these features consists of three houses. 

The individuality of the houses is largely attained by the use of 
different materials. The walls above the sandstone basement are 
built sometimes of red pressed brick and sometimes of the salmon 
colored Perth Amboy brick. Sixteen of the houses are in red brick 
and the remaining eleven of yellow brick, the latter material 
being used in two groups of three houses each, and elsewhere in 
single dwellings interpolated in the red brick. T.'ie yellow brick 
waits, wherever they occur, are projected a few inches beyond the 
normal plane of the front, the angles being quomed in stone up to 
the cornice lines, and each house is divided from the next by a row 
of quoins marking the line of the party wall. 

There are many diversities of detail. In fact there are only two 
adjoining houses in the whole row which are identical in design, 
although one design has been repeated in the single houses in yel­
low brick. These diversities are slight, being such differences of 
roof treatment as the change of a pair of dormers for a single 
dormer, of this for a gable, or of the basement as tho variation of 
a round arched with an ogee doorway, or of this with a square 
opening with a drip stone. In the second story each house haa a 
large window, sometimes a round or a three-sidtu -bey, Hosrietinaea 
a large segmental arch opening upon a balcony railed witb iron or 
perforated stone. The treatment of the third story is virtually 
uniform throughout, a pair of square-headed openings, the lintels 
and jambs in sandstone, the only variation being the occasional 
insertion of a carved panel in the space between. 

Slight as these differences are they fully answer their purpose of 
individualizing every houae, and of assuring the spectator that he 
has not seen all where he has seen one. Of course, variety is not a 
good in itself. If the features by which variety were secured were 
ugly and crude and unstudied, they would not become less offensive 
by being different. A choice of uglinesses is not beauty, though 
oome architects appear to think so. Here, however, the study 
which the variety of the detail invites, the excellence of the detail 
repays. 

As with the Dakota, the treatment of these housea has more 
af&nity with French Renaissance than with any other historical 
style of architecture. I t is, however, everywhere free and modern 
io handling. The features are euch as are actually appropriate to 
a city house in the nineteenth century and might have been devised 
for it whether they actually were or not. Considering the number 
and variety of them the thoroughness with which they are designed 
ia as unusual as it is creditable. In acale the detail is generally more 
fortunate than that of the Dakota, which sometimes errs on the side 
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of minuteness. Mr. Hardenbergh's fellow architects may possibly 
consider that the individualization of the separate dwellings ia car­
ried too far or is not carried far enough. They may hold that the 
use of two colors in brickwork as is done here is a mistake. But 
they cannot deny to the features and tbe detail of his work the 
praise of thoughtful, thorough and scholarly architecture which 
makes each of the houses interesting in itself, whether one finds 
the collocation successful or not. 

For our own part we do not share the objections which ŵ e can nev­
ertheless conceive that competent critics might make to the general 
treatment of these houses. The individualization of the dwellings 
can be carried further by means of color than it could discreetly be 
carried by means of form alone, and the combination of color is 
not 80 harsh as to be objectionable in itself. Wha t does strike us 
ae a mistake is the disposition of the colors. The structural empha­
sis is everywhere given to the weaker color, the ends and the projec­
tions being given to the lighter brick while the intervals of wall are 
left red, A reversal of this arrangement we cannot help thinking 
would be an improvement. At leas t tbe end houses which frame 
and complete the composition and denote that it is a single compo­
sition should be of the strongest color employed anywhere. This, 
however, though not exactly a detail, and though a drawback to 
the comple success of the designer's scheme, is not enough of a 
drawback to prevent the Clark houses from being decidedly the 
most effective and successful treatment in New York of a street 
front composed of so many separate dwellings. 

Our Prophetic Department. 
POLITICIAN—I suppose it is as good as settled that Jamea G. 

Blaine willbe tbe next President of the United States. Have you 
any doubt as to that being the outcome of our present political 
canvass ? 

S I B ORACLE—Well, yea, I have my doubts. This is a very 
puzaling and deceptive presidential contest, yet it certainly looks 
to me as if the Republicans will carry Ohio by a fair majority. 

POLITICIAN—Your reasons for believing so, pray ? 
SIRO.—Wel l , in all hotly contested elections since the war, when­

ever national politics were involved, the Republicans have carried 
that State. Then it was the home of Garfield, and Blaine is looked 
upon as his representative and hence will be voted for by the 
Republicans for sentimental reasons. Then there are, so far as I can 
understand, in Ohio few or no bolters or Republican Independents 
who are apparently so numerous here East, So I judge that the 
Republicans will poll their full party strength and will carry 
the election next Tuesday. 

POLITICIAN—But you have omitted any mention of the Maine 
election. Does not the large increase of the Republican vote of 
that State render Mr. Blaine's election tolerably sure as showing a 
drift of things in that direction ? 

SIR O,—I confess that that waa the way I looked at the matter 
when the Republican Governor received so large a vote recently in 
Maine. Previous to the election I reckoned that if the Republicans 
got lesa than 8,000 majority that the jig was over with Mr, Blaine. 
When, however, he received over 19,000 majority it seemed to 
settle the queation the other way; but on further reflection Icon-
eluded that Maine elections were deceptive. Four years ago 
the Republican party of that State seemed to go to piecea just 
before the general election. I t then looked as if Garfield was 
surely beaten, but through the efforts of Gen. Grant and Roscoe 
Conkling the Republican line was reformed and Gen, Hancock was 
defeated. Now I think that the Republicans will carry the Ohio 
election, but they are not out of the woods even then, unless their 
majority is unusually large. In Ohio there will be some German 
Republicans who will not vote for Blaine because he came from a 
prohibition State, Then there are a large number of prohibitionists 
with Republican tendencies who will vote for St, John, The gen­
eral election involves factors not in the State election. 

POLITICIAN—But will not this loss be offset by tbe Butler vote, 
which will be a defection mainly from the Democratic party ? 

SIR O.—Yes; but so far as I can judge the Butler vote wiU be 
small in Ohio, much smaller than the Prohibition. The canvass 
of the People's party, so called, is most active in New York and 
New England. Hence the Republicans may carry Ohio in the 
October election and lose it in November. 

POLITICIAN—Well, but here at the East, especially in New York, 
will not the Butler vote be so large as to insure the doubtful locali­
ties to Blaine? 

S I R O.—There is where the puzzle comes in, Butler's object is 
to impress the Democratic party with the power he wields, and if 
at the last moment there is any doubt he will transfer some of his 
backing to the Blaine electoral tickets. There is no disguising the 
fact that the Independent Republican defection here at the East is 
a very serioua one. In everyday intercourse one meets scores of 
Republicans who will not vote for Mr. Blaine. I must say tbat the 
literary bureau of the Demoorats has proved very effective this can-1 
•va89._;_W. S. Andrews is its *, It is ke who lupplies fac-similes j 

\ \ • 

of Blaine's writing to all tbe Independent Republican and Demo­
cratic papers. Everything prejudicial to Mr. Blaine is simultane­
ously published throughout the whole country. The frienda of the 
Maine statesman are kept on the defensive from Monday morning 
to Saturday night. If Blaine is finally beaten the credit ought to 
be given to Mr. Andrews and his bureau. 

POLITICIAN—Yes; but what a pack of shameful lies; such per­
versions of the t ru th I have never known in a political contest be­
fore. Surely the American people will be disgusted before the 
compaign is over and will show their indignation at the polls ? 

SIR O.—Well, I don't know. You see that the unfavorable im­
pression of Mr. Blaine created by the Mulligan letters has given 
rise to a prejudice against him which it seems impossible to over­
come. Facts and arguments are of no avail against a widespread 
impression. The UL fortunate thing for the Republican party is 
that their candidate has been on the defensive from the beginning. 

POLITICIAN—But, then, how about the scandal connected with 
Mr. Cleveland, will not that have its effect ? Surely a self-respect­
ing people like ours will not vote for a presidential candidate whose 
illegitimate child was aent to the county poorhouse, and who 
incarcerated its mother in an asylum without due process of law? 
I can understand how a youthful indiscretion with a woman might 
be condoned in ordinary society, but a gross offence of this kind 
committed by a man in middle life is surely so serious a matter as 
to make aU decent AmericaiL. citizens decline to make him the 
chief magistrate of the nation, . . 

S IR O.—We will tell better what effect these considerations have 
had the day after the general election. My own impression is that 
the Republican and Democratic vote will be much amaller than 
they would be were' the candidates on both sides men of unex­
ceptionable character ; and I think also that the Butler and St. 
John votes will be larger aa a kind of protest against both Blaine 
and Cleveland, At the present time the chances are in favor of 
the Republicans carrying Ohio next Tuesday. If tbe majority is 
large Mr. Blaine is the nes t President, if small or the Republicans 
are defeated, then will Mr, Cleveland be probably chosen. For 
one I shall be heartily glad when the contest is over, for it haa been 
a disgraceful one to both parties. 

POLITICI.^N-—How will the Ohio election and the result of the 
general election affect business? 

SIR O.—Wall atreet affects to believe tbat a Republican victory 
will result in higher prices, but I doubt whether the election of the 
Democratic candidate would make any material difference. I t 
certainly would not in the long run. Speculators t ry to create an 
impression that thia or that eveat will affect the market. There is 
no danger from free trade. With seventy majority iu the last 
House the Democrats were unable to pass a very moderate and 
modest reduction of the tariff. Should Cleveland be^elected I do 
not believe that he will be supported by a House as strongly Demo­
cratic as the present one, I look for better prices on the Stock 
Exchange no matter who is elected, but they may not come before 
January, and will be duo to the ccrn crop and the prospect of gold 
importations; but the general trade of the country will continue 
bad, for the liquidation in general business ia not yet over. The 
stock market bas, I think, seen its lowest range of values, 

• 
The Manhattan Company directors are wise in reducing the fares 

on Sunday to five cents. This ought to stop the clamor against the 
" L " system on the part of the demagogues who undertake to 
speak for the working people in demanding cheaper fares, for 
nine tenths of our poorer population only use the " L " roads dur­
ing the commission houra and on Sunday. If the Sunday experi­
ment paya it might be well to reduce the fare to five centa for 
every day in the week, but if that concession is made to patrons of 
the road the city should be lenient with the company in the matter 
of taxation, and permission should be given to allow special cara 
on all the traina on which ten cents could ba charged during any 
hour of the day, commission hours included. These would corre­
spond to the saloon cara on ordinary railways. Women, aged 
persons and invalids would willingly pay the extra five cents if 
assured of the comfort of a seat, which could not always be expected 
for a five cent fare. 

The number of passengers carried on the Manhattan road ia 
simply phenomenal. For the year ending September SOth the 
number was 96,688,992. In the first year the passengers carried 
was only 796,073, This is a larger number than is carried in a year 
by the New York Central, the Erie, New Haven, Lake Shore, C , 
B, & Q., St, Paul, Rock Island and Northwestern combined. 
Indeed the aggregate of aU these roads for the past year was 
48,138,334, or less than one-half the yearly business of the Manhat­
tan. The yearly increase of passengers has averaged more .than 15 
per cent, since the opening of the elevated syatem. Next year, 
unless the cholera should visit ua nes t summer, the Manhattan 
Company will carry over a hundred million passengers. 

^li 
The steady growth of our city population is necesaittftiii^ fB6 

oonstrtiotioa of new school houaeg eyery year. No less thau tour 
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teen of these edifices are to be commenced this year, aeven of which 
are already under way. To insure this work being properly done 
there ought to be among] the members of the Board of Education 
at least two or three builders or practical architects, but, unfortu­
nately, all of the twenty-one commissioners are either bankers or 
lawyers, not one of whom knows anything practically about the 
details connected with the construction of public edifices. We 
have already commented upon the barn-like appearance of all of 
our public schools. I t would cost no more if some taste was 
shown in their architecture. It is to be hoped that the next batch 
of commissioners to be appointed by the Mayor will embrace at 
least a few gentlemen who understand the artistic requirements of 
a public edifice, as well as the details which affect its cost. 

From this time forth the surplus of our national revenue promises 
to grow " small by degrees and beautifully less," Owing to the 
falling off in our import trade and the reduction of internal taxes, 
the first three months of tbe present fiscal year shows a deficiency 
of $38,900,000 as compared with the aame period last year. At this 
rate the unnecessary payment of the national debt will soon come 
to a stop, to the betterment of all the great interests of the country. 

The stock market halts. All the conditions exist foran improved 
feeling and higher prices, but the election is an uncertain factor in 
the problem wbich the '* s t reet" has not found courage to discount. 
We are promised a more active market after the Ohio election, 
unless, indeed, which ia not improbable, tbat the result in that 
State will be enigmatical. Business throughout the country is 
dull and will remain ao until the beginning of next year. When 
our great corn crop begins to be marketed there will unquestionably 
be'a better feeling, at least, in the stock market. 

Rapid Transit on Staten Island. 
The work of extending and completing the Staten Island railroad com-

menced on Tuesday last, and the inhabitants of Richmond Couoty, and 
especially those residing on the North Shore, will in eight montha see the 
opening of a line which is likely uot only to increase the valua of real 
estate on Staton Island very largely, but add fco its population, its com­
merce and its manufactures. In an interview with a representative of 
THE RECORD AND GOIDB, Mr. WiUiam Keutgen, the secretary and 
tireaaurer of the company, traced out on a map drawn by the engineer the 
route which the new branches will take. The road is finished for 200 feet 
north of Arrietta street, Tompkinsville, and work is now being commenced 
at Hyatt street. New Brighton, along Stuyvesant avenue, and further on 
connecting with the strip completed to Arrietta street. At the aame time 
the work will be progressed on the Horth Shore, beginning at Hyatt street. 
New Brighton, thence in front of the cricket and baseball grounds near 
the water's edge, between high and low water mark, thence along 
the shore front past Sailors' Snug Harbor and West Brighton and 
up 'to Port Richmond, till it strikes the Shore road at a point 
opposite Owen McSorley's house. The road will then diverge from the 
water front and cross the Shore road, running south about 60O feet, cut­
ting through Broadway and Church street, thence passing Richmond ave­
nue ana Ann street, and further on crossing Maple avenue at a point 
about 850 feet north of Grove street and 500 feet south of the Shore road. 
The route has not been sketched out beyond this, but the roa'l will con­
tinue inland across Elm Park and Marioer's Harbor to a point above 
Ellzabethport, so as not to interfere with the shipping at that place, where 
a bridge will eventually be built in conjunction with the railroad, con­
necting with some railway on the Jersey side, and by that means with 
the general railroad system of the country. "The contract," said Mr, 
Keutgen, " calls for the completion of the extensions by May 1 next. 
We hope to be running trains after that date, and will then, of course, 
dispense with our boat service on the North and South Shores. Weintend 
as soon as possible to build several fast-running boats, and expect to make 
the time between New Tork and the Hyatt street landing on Staten 
Island in seventeen minutes, to New Brighton in twenty-one minutes, 
Sailors' Snug Harbor in twenty-six. West Brighton in thirty-two. Port 
Richmond in thirty-six and Elm Fark in about forty minutes, thus saving 
from forty-five to fifty per cent, in time. We intend to run boats day and 
night without interruption. From 5.30 A. M. till 7.30 p. M. they will go 
every twenty minutes, then every half hour till midnight, and hourly 
afterwards. In addition to improving the service, we also prrpose to 
reduce the fare by issuing flfteen tickets for a dollar, thus making the 
cost about 6X cents per trip. We intend to have stations at each of our 
present landings and at such other points as may be necessary to the con­
venience of residents on the island, probably eight or nine stations in all. 
Our engineer is John A. Wilson, formerly engineer of the Pennsylvania 
Road, and now of Wilson Brothers & Co., Boston. The total length of 
our new extensions will be about seven miles, for which we are now issu­
ing $1,OJO,000 of 6 per cent, first mortgage bonds." 

The Court ot Appeals bas affirmed the decision of Chief Justice McAdam, 
of our New York City Court, which declared that the trustees of the 
Brooklyn Bridge, and consequently the cities of New York and Bi'ooklyn, 
cannot be held responsible for damages by the persons injured in the great 
panic and crush that occurred on the bridge soon after it was opened. And 
they have also afllrmed the judgment of Judge Pratt of the Supreme 
Court, which waa to the effect that the bridge trustees cannot be made to 
pay damages to a person who was injured by a plank carelessly let fall by 
a workman who was employed by the trustees. Thes* decisjon^wiU^ pre­
vent a multitude of eimilar suite from being brought, 

Home Decorative Notes. 
—Now that the season has arrived for pressing leaves and ferns a simple 

yet effective press may be constructed by taking two strips of thin board, 
each about a yard long; on one side ot these boards spread several newspa­
pers; if fiowers or the more delicate ferns are to be pressed put cotton under 
them and a little over them, put a paper also over tbem, then lay the other 
board on and press tightly by means nf four clamps put ou at the corners; 
autumn leaves, if pressed in this way, will keep their color, and with a 
little care in placing the cotton under the leaves of the pansy a happy 
result will be obtained. 

—Artificial flowers are now replacing the artificial fruits of last year as 
decoration for menu cards. 

—Venetian glass is to be much used on artistically arranged tables, the 
effect is certainly bright and beautiful, some of the sets of champagne 
glasses cost the modest sum of $60 a dozen, which causes them to bo a lux­
ury indeed. 

—A hat rack composed of three spears is a novelty. 
—Novelties are continually presenting themselves; one of the latest is 

an aiTangoment for secreting the whisk broom, this affair represents the 
dial of a clock and is made of red plush with the Roman flgures wrought 
in gold cord, brass hands are also added, at the back of the dial is adjusted 
a pocket for the broom, and is suspended from the wall by means of a 
heavy silk cord corresponding in color with the plush. 

—Lambrequinsfor bad-room mantels are uow made of macreme twine 
in colors such as dark red, blues and olives, a very pretty addition to the 
fringe is the intermingling of brass crescents. 

—Palm leaf fans are much in favor for hand screens; they are exceed­
ingly attractive when decorated with bunches of poppies, ox-eyed 
daisies or apple blossoms painted in oil colors; a large bow of satin ribbon 
should be tied about the handle. 

—Teak wood handles are the most attractive style for light weight silver 
tea sets. 

—A simple but quite attractive bureau set has a cushion cover formed 
of tiny daisies, which are made of white serpentine braid; the centre of 
the daisy is of tufted yellow worsted; the scarf is formed also of daisies 
with the ends edged with cluny lace; light blue silk is laid under the 
scarf, and the accompanying cushion corresponds also in color. 

—Between the front windows a decorated panel painted on wood or a 
rich hanging of silk decorated with embroidery takes the place of the ste­
reotyped " pier glass." 

—Ic elegant stationery dead white is more used than the cream shades; 
the seal is either the crest or monogram. 

—Table and bureau covers are either made entirely of hand-made gimp-
ure with satin ribbons run through the insertion or else of washable aateea 
embroidered in washing silks and edged with ecru lace, 

—Linen holds its own triumphantly as a ground for elaborate schemes 
of needlework, nothing else lasis so well, therefore nothing else will so 
reward the worker, the Russian cross stitch is still used on linen; pillow 
shams and bed spreads are very effective when decorated with this style 
of embroidery; tea tray covers of flne linen crash are wrought with 
designs of the tea plant or coffee barry; mast exquisitely flne specimens of 
flne linen drawn work are displayed at the rooms of the Society of Decora­
tive Art, No. 28 East Twenty-first street. 

—The lustre of morocco leather may be restored by varnishing with 
white of an egg. 

—One way to lessen the danger to pet dishes ia to have tbem washed in 
a dish-pan made of wood; a very large one should be bought for this pur­
pose and a smaller one may be used to drain the dishes in; a chopping 
bowl, for instance, of ordinary size serves the latter purpose. 

—A strange combination in colors and a rather odd drapery for a man-
tel or odd shelf is green plush of excellent quality and wholly unadorned 
except at the corners, which are looped gracefully and tied with pale blue 
satin ribbon; t!; e ribbon is about three inches wide, with loops and ends of 
almost equal length; the green is of a yellowish shade but not olive, 

-Sofa-pillows, with cases made of Turkish embroidered tidies, are used 
also for coverings for squab cushions, sofas and cane rocking-chairs. 

—For wedding gifts the simplest, plainest designs in silver ware are 
considered the most elegant; hammered silver, except the beautiful 
repousse work, is not much sought for, as it is copied in the silver^Iated 
ware; a large monogram is the latest and most elegant style of marking 
silver. 

—The low and deep Turkish designs are those most used in the newest 
styles of furniture. 

—It is worth remembering that bar soap should be cut into square pieces 
and put in a dry place, as it lasts much longer after shrinking. 

—The recent importations of pottery and porcelain contain many styles 
of marked beauty, vases and other cabinet pieces in crown Derby ware are 
exhibited in exquisitely graceful shapes iu brilliant Chinese yellow, 
enamelled with gold and shrimp pink and gold; there are numerous orna­
mental pieces of Hungarian faieuce, oue peculiarity of which ia 
noticed the changing of color, for instance a vase, olive in shade 
by daylight, will appear dark blue by gaslight; the Royal Wor­
cester ware still retains its popularity and extreme loveliness, it 

shown in many exquisite shapes and designs of birds and fiowera 
metallic colorings, many of the new styles of vaaes and bottlea 

red with lines of gold intermingled throughout, the effect iq 
very rich anil beautiful, au extensive variety of these artistic porcelains 
were noticed among the late importations of Wilhelm & Graef, of Twenty-
sixth street and Broadway. 

—White rose Is an elegant perfume tor etatiopery; vjolet apd heliotrope 
are rather paaee. 

IS 

in 
are 
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Concerning Men and Things. 

The elder Bsnnett in hia day made savage war upon wha t he ci l led the 
" oyster house critics." He charged that the dramatic writers of the vari­
ous city journala were in the habit of adjourning to a neighboring oyster 
saloon after the performance, where they agreed to write up or write 
down a new piece or a new aspirant for histrionic honors. I t is unfortu­
nately true that down to our own day cabals of so called critics a re formed 
to discredit or puff certain plays or playwrights. These writers have a 
special aversion to American plays. Bronson Howard has writtea some 
admirable dramatic productions, but his earlier efforts were greeted by 
the New York press with bitter denunciation. His " Sa ra toga" was held 
up as an instance of all that was worthless as a dramatic composition, ye t 
it was ft great popular success, was translated into German and had a run 
iu tbe principal German theatres, and under the name of " Bi"ighton " 
was played over a thousand times in England and the United States by 
tbe Wyndham Company. The new American play " The Artist 's Daugh­
ter," iutroduced at the TJnion Square Theatre last week, was very vigor-
nusly denounced 1-y l he oyster house critics of tho present day. The piece 
is a very good one, however, ifc is admirably ai^ted and superbly mounted, 
but the press critics attacked the piece and the author without mercy. 
Nevertheless " The Arlist 's Daughter " is very well worth going to see, 

* * * 
The stars iu our dramatic flrmameut are beginning to pale. Edwin 

Booth will hereafter play only a t ra re intervals; John McCuUough will 
never be himself again; Lawrence Barre t t is a good but not a great actor. 
When these have parsed away there are no young American actors in sight 
to take their place. Mr. Thomas W. Keene is an art is t of somo power, but 
he plays nothing but Richard II I . Mr. William Sheridan, with undoubted 
tragic ability, has failed as yet fco be recognized as a successful'star. Mr. 
(teorge C. Milln, the es-agnostic minister, draws houses in the smaller 
cities, but has not ventured to test his abilities before a metrnpolifcau 
audience. We are somewhat better off as regards actresses, for we have 
Mai-y Anderson and Clara Morris as well as quite a swarm of minor female 
Stars who enact eccentric comedy roies with more or less success. But 
male stars like Forrest or Booth have not yet uaade their debut in our 
dramatic galaxy. The most promising juvenile tragedians are English 
men, such as Messrs, Mantell, Barnes, Plympton aud Tearle. 

* ' * 
But then there is the new Dramatic Lyceum. Some 200 ynuug men and 

women have commenced the study of the dramatic a r t in this iostilution 
which, although in the hands o£ young meu, has for its conductors a num­
ber of well-trained Fp?cialists and enterprising theatrical managers. I t i s 
not, to be expected tbat this lyceum will beconie a Parisian conserva­
toire a t once, b^t as Mess-f. Frohman, Sargent nnd Mackaye u n d t r . 
stand their business, tha presumption is tha t somo of the students will ye t 
adorn the American stage. 

*** 
Seth Low is an ideal Mayor, He has effected valuable reforms in the 

City of Churches, nob the least of which waa the law of grappling with the 
question of taxes in arrears, which promises not only to place millions of 
dollars in the Brooklyn treasury, but which will eventually wipe nut an 
immense indebtedness to the city, and so reduce the gereral rate of taxa­
tion. The writer had occasion to interview Mayor Low on tha t question, 
aud found him as intelHgent as he is capable. He haa a complete grasp of 
the subject, and gave facts and figures, even to tbe very thousand, which 
showed that he had studied it JH all its details. Ho took the wri ter over 
to the Comptroller's department, and there showed him the books in which 
nil the arrears collected appeared under the different headings to date, 
everything seemed to be carried out in a methodical manner. The entire 
system was inaugurated and arranged under hia supervision in conjunction 
with the Comptroller. In addition to his ability. Mayor Low possesses the 
admirable t ra i t of affability. He is of courteous demeanor and has the 
gift of inspiring confidence. 

*** 
" Janauschok to the American Pub l i c " is the title of a spirited brochure 

distributed in thousands by messenger boys to the passers-by ir. different 
parts of tbe city. Madame Janauschek considers herself aggrieved. She 
lashes the Herald for its criticism on her acting in Mr. Meredith's drama 
" My Life," and taunts that paper for sending " a s t r ip l ing" to her per­
formance, whose strictures she characterises as " weak, stupid and unjust." 
ahe complains tha t every effort to encourage and develop the dramatic 
talent vt native writers encounters opposition in tbe metropolis, the very 
place where it should be encouraged. Janauschek is rigbt. There are few 
good dramatic critics on the New York papers. The Boston, Chicago or 
Philadelphia press ia far ahead of our local dailioF. Janauschek has taken 
an unusual means of answering her detractor, and it argues some courage 
on ber par t to ihu ; defy one of the best known journals in the country, 
Ci'itics of the board should have a care, for who knows what scathing 
chastisements they may in future receive from the pens of outraged 
dames 1 

The Fox estate, which is now being put upon the market, has quite a his­
tory; I t has been in thefaraily for upwards of a ceutu.'-y and first came into 
possession of white men more than two hundred years ago, when Edward 
Jessup and Jobn Richardson jointly purchased from the Indiana a t rac t of 
l a rd situated lietwei 11 " t h e Aquehimg, otherwise Broucke River," and a 
small brook called by the natives Sacbwraliung iu what was then known as 
the " North Riding <..t Yorkshire" but now the Twenty third Ward of New 
Yorkci ty . This sale was confirmed by a crown patent issued in HJOti by 
Robert Nifhol-;, governor-general uuder King James II . Tbe property 
takes its name from Wiliiam W. Fo:s and has, until recently, remained 
in the sole possession of his descendants. " Fox Corners " received its cog­
nomen from the circumstance that it was the meeting spot of the hounds 
in the old North Riding, and the name dates back to 1760. The " Ancient 
nn ," licensed as far back as 1685, is still to be seen on the spot, though since 

turned into a dwelling. The place was frequently visited, at tracted, it U 
said, by the beauty of one of its inmates, by J . Rodman Drake, author of 
" T h e American Flag," " T h e Culprit F a y " and " T b e River Bronx." 
Henry D. Tiffany, one of the present heirs, is author i ty for the statement 
tha t eld William W. Fox was a descendant of the founder of the Quakei 
fraterni ty. 

Financial Points. 
We stated las'; week that the Western Union would reduce its dividend 

to 6 per cent, per annum, and sure enough the annual report published 
last Wednesday aunounced tha t as the future financial policy of the com­
pany. 

The breaking of the csibles was a very curious circumstance. Last 
Saturday there were nine cables, but two Gould cables were flrst broken, 
and immediately after came the news that tha Bsnnett-Mackay cable was 
broken. During the week tho Far ragu t has flnished laying a second cable 
for the Maekay-Bennett Company. People interested iu such mat ters 
will remember that when the Mutual Union was construct ing ifcs lines its 
poles and wires were often cut down by persons supposed to be connected 
with the Western Union. I t isaurmiied that the two Gould cables were 
destroyed by some over-zsalous friends of tha Maekay-Bennett Company, 
and that in revenge some of Goul i's employes broke tho r ival newly-laid 
cable. Cable breaking is aa expensive business for the companies, but it 
is a very easy thiug to do, as the sad sea wavejare very incommunicative. 

The reduction of the dividends of the Western Union was not for the 
purpose cf creating n fund so as to lay the wires under ground, which 
was tbe reason given by a number of papers last Thursday. The report 
says that a surplus would b3 desirable so as to enable the company to buy 
up competing lines, which are usually sold a t a sicriSce. I t is, we bslieve, 
a fact that, with the excaption of the American Uniij^n. every opposition 
line has been sold to the Western Union for far less than its cost. The 
Western Uuion has no notion of put t ing its wires under ground in com­
pliance to the law. It will fight that law off as long as possible. 

The bulls aro t ry ing to " whoop u p " the market, but they b i re ly succeed 
in holding it steady. Prices are low, but it looks]as if dullness will be tho 
rule, unless tha election next Tuesday should ba very decisive. I i tha 
presidential election is pract ic i l ly settled by the Ohio vote there will ba 
an active market tor a time, but there can b i no legitimate recovery in 
values until the new corn begins to move in December. 

The price of iron £nd steel is c e r t ^ a l y flrmar, a f.ict which give! the 
bulls courage, as a rising iron marke t is usually the precursor of a bull 
movement in stocks. 

George F. Gantz, who is n large owner of property, is a great believer 
in the futuro of r^al estate in New York and the surrounding cities. He 
thinks that bargains ara to be had every day if people would only use 
discretion in purchasing. I t was not th^ very high priced propar ty tha t 
he expected to advance much, but the cheap parcels that were to be had 
at sales and on private terms by those who were forced or who were 
anxious to realize in cash. As an instance of what he meant he might 
mention that in 1870 he bought one hundred and ten lots on the Jersey 
shore, forty of which were on the Hackensack River froat, for which he 
paid ¥3,3GO, being an average of $33 per lot. Six years later, in 1683, 
he sold flve-and-a-half of these lots Cor $6,500, being over th i r ty tinaes as 
much as he paid for them. There were good bargains still to be obtained 
in cheap realty, which in course of time was sure to advance in value. 
He thought we hadpassed through the worst times of commercial depres­
sion and that things had pret ty well reached hard pan. He felt that m a n y 
articles of merchandise were selling below their value. So convinced of 
this was he that in his own businosj, c'aemicals, ha was contracting years 
ahead at present flgures, as he was confident oF an advance. The m a n 
who made mouey in sBlling his real es tale a t great ly augmented flgures 
was thought to be a smar t investor, but it did not take so much intelli­
gence as was supposed to buy property which on the face of it was a bar­
gain, or to purchase ahea i a cargo of material for less money thau it oould 
possiblybe landed on tha wharf f i r a year henca. Ii; was a t times such 
as the present, when things ware abnormally cheap, tha t people who have 
cash jshould b i buying, instead of holding off uarvouily aud wai t ing for 
better bargains whioh may never come. 

Proper ty owners on West End avenue, as Eleventh avenue ia now called, 
from Seventy-second to One Hundred and Tenth street, are signing a 
petition to have the roadway narrowed and the sidewalks widened, so tha t 
trees may be planted upon the latter. The dr iv ing will natural ly be done 
upon Riverdale and hence the West End aveuue will natural ly be a resi­
dence street. The change, .if effected, will make a very select avenue 
of t t e West End and the value of the properfcy •will be correspondingly 
raised. 

The Board of Directors of the Maritima Association of this port, a t a 
special meeting held on Wednesday last, unanimously approved a proposed 
amendment to the by-laws authorizing the organizali jn of t rade commit­
tees a t tha Maritime Exchange. This will bo submitted to a vote of the 
members on October 20. The dealers in Southern pine lumber have taken 
steps to organise under the by-law, and have already adopted t rade rulen 
and a system of inspection. I t i^ e ipected tha t t ' i e coal dealers and others 
nil! follow suit. 

We shall look with interest for the reasons giv'='n by the Court of Appeals 
in their decision o£ the Tth inst., in the Navarro water meter case, for 
overturning the apparently sensible judgment of tha General Term of the 
Supreme Court of this city, which held that the contract for those meters 
was ao tainted with fraud tha t the city should not be required to pay $70 
ap iece for them; as it is, whatever their reasons, 31,503,000 have been 
added by their decision to the debt of our burdened city. 
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All About Cement. 
WHAT FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC DEALERS SAY, 

" T h e price of imported cemenus is lower," said Howard Fleming, 
" o w i n g to the cheapness of ocean freights. There is a very good demand 
at present, especially for flrst-class qualities, which are not coming fast 
enough to flll the orders for them, with the result that lower grades are 
selling better than they otherwise would. Prices have been fairly flrm 
this year, and (or myself I can say that we have done more business than 
we did lost year, our sales so far exceeding those for the corresponding 
period of 1883. Our local business has been somewhat dull lately, but this 
is more than compensated for by the increase in our outside orders. If 
things are quiet a t this point they are active elsewhere, so tha t we do a 
tuuiformly good trade. We are not subject to the same conditions aa 
•domestic dealers, whose season closes during the winter. The foreign 
"trade is uninterrupted. We export to Cuba, Central America and Mexico, 
:fls well as to all points in the States. I t is impossible to predict whether 
iprices will ba lower or higher in the immediate future. That is regulated 
by the cost of freight. Should the latter advance or decline, foreign 
cement would be affected accordingly. At present prices were very much 
in buyers ' favor." 

" W e found business very fair during the spring," said Walter Tomp­
kins, president of the Newark Lime and Cement Manufacturing Company. 
" U p to J u n e our demand was nearly if not quite as good as last year. 
Figures are a little lower than in the early par t of the year, whea our 
prices were $1 a t Rondout, and $1.10 delivered to wharf or vessel in New 
York city. Since June tho demand has fallea off and wa have correspond­
ingly lessened our production, our prices now being 90c. a t Rondout and 
$1 delivered. Tha prospects, X think, are n - t encoura^iug. We have 
nothing, however, to complain of. 0 ur sales, it is ti ue, will probably not 
be quite as large this year as they were last. We expect them to amount 
t o 200,000 barrels or over by the end of the season, while in 188.:l they were 
abou t 350,000. Navigation will soon close and we generally accumulate 
ia large stock to carry over during the winter. Last year when the season 
'dosed we had 26,000 barrels on hand. We generally have a stock of 
25,000 to 30,000. We do very little during the cold weather, which, prac­
tically, puts an end to production. Prices are higher in the winter, owing 
to the increased cost of transportation. I t costs toi to twenty cents a 
barrel more to deliver cement by rail than it does by boat. I do not think 
the price of our cement will go lower than it is a t present." 

"Thia time last year , " said W. N. Hoag, of the Lawrancaville Cement 
Company, "we were very busy, but t rade is now dull and business is very 
quiet. Our present quotations are 10 cents less than they were before June, 
being 90 cents a t Rondout and 11 a t New York, The prospects do not seem 
to me to be bright. I do not expeeet, however, tha t our quotations will go 
lower. I think we have reached bottom flgures. We have a preseut 
stock of 10,000 barrels. The cost of transportat ion by rai l will increase 
the price of our cement from 30 to 35 cents par barrel during the winter, 
though we do very little iu the cold season." 

" We have not a single barrel of cement to spare to supplv new orders," 
said H. R. Brigham, of the Hudson River Cement Company. " Our sales 
this year have so far exceeded last year 's by 20 per cent. We were unusu­
a l ly quiet in Juue and July, our busiest month beiug September, when we 
•sold over S0,OiiO barrels. We do not depend entirely on local t rade, but 
ship to Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington and other places. There 
has been considerable cut t ing this year. Our prices were flrst $1.10 deliv­
ered, they then went down to $1.O.i, $1.00 and 95 cents, and we at last 
resolved to put them at the lowest figure a t which we CLPUM produce them 
without a loss. We entered into arrangements with the New York 
Cement Company to fix 80 cents per barrel cash as the New York figure, 
$1,10 outside this city and 90 cents a t Rondout, We thus effectually put 
an end to further cut t ing and the annoyance it involved. Our mills have a 
producing capacity of 800 barrels per diem; we are now turning out 750. 
Our present stock on hand ia only 5,000 or 6,000 barrels. New York 
t rade is dull, but out-of-town orders are brisk. Our sales this year thus 
far have been over 100,000 barrels, which we expect before the close of 
tbe season to increase to 140,000." 

" We have done very little in Port land cement this y e a r , " said J. R. 
Keator. " We anticipated a small demand and shaped our supply accord­
ingly. Prices have been pret ty well maintained, but the margin of proflt 
woB exceedingly small. The importations this year have generally been 
larger tban last year. We have baen short of cement. Freights are fall • 
ing off and so is the demand. As to Rosendale cement the demand has 
not fallen off, but our prices have material ly decreased. We were selling 
at $1.10 a t the beginning of tbe year, while our present figure is SO cents, 
delivered a t New York. We have thua far aold 46,367 barrels, being 
8,241 barrels more than in tha corresponding period of 1833. Of course, 
we will not sell our Ros&ndale a t any lower price. The chances are tha t 
we will get a higher^flgure fur it. I think the prospects for the sale of 
cement next year are not bright. Still there will be some large orders to 
fill. The building of the aqueduct will require some 600,000 barrels, not 
to speak of other structures to be erected." 

•• We have done a fair business this year , " said a leading officer of 
tbe New York Cement Company, " especially when the building strikes are 
taken into consideration. Trade is a little quiet with us out of town, but we 
have been kept busy owing to the local demand caused by low prices. 
W e are now sell'ng a t 95 cents a t Rondout, which we quote flrm. I think 
prices will be higher toward the close of the year. I t does not pay to 
sell a t the flgure now quoted in New York, Our business was interrupted 
last year owing to the burning of our mill, but this year we expect to 
sell from 140,000 to 150.000 barrels." 

" O u r t rade has been bet ter this year than last ," said L, Meyerstein, 
of the Hanover Port land Cement. " We have not sufflcient to supply our 
customers with. While our t rade has been good, our profits have been 
less. Freights have increased but prices have not advanced in proportion. 
Our principal business is done in the South, though we do considerable 

local business. Our present figure is $3 60, delivered in New Yorfe, 
Freights are now commencing to go lower, but that will be of little 
account, as tbe season will be over when the cement gets here. I think 
pricES will probably advance, as there is not much cement afloat. The 
reason why we are unable to get all the cement we require is because 
there has been an unusually large demand in Europe. I am confident 
our prices will not go lower; it is more likely they will advauce." 

" We have done a larger trade than last year , " said Emil Thiele, " Our 
prices have been well maintained, and are, if anything, better than in 
IS83. I think tbat the prospect for Portland cement is splendid. The 
more architects build better structures the more they will appreciate the 
value of first-ciass cements. The consumption is very large in the Uoited 
States but does not begin to compare with Europe. I t will iucrease every 
year, for there is an immense fleld in this country and in other parts of 
America. The prospects for local business depends very largely on the 
strikes. Should they cease we may expect to see a big trade done in 
cement, both domestic and foreign, next spr ing." 

Real Estate Exchange and Auction Room (Limited). 
A meeting of the directors was held last Tuesday afternoon. President 

Ludlow in the chair. The committee on legislation, whose term expired 
last September, were reappointed, and requested to prepare for the meet­
ing of the Legislature in J a n u a r y next. The committee on the altering 
of the Exchange reported progress. 

Mr. Cammann called the attention of the directors to the importance of 
the amendment to tha coustituticn, which is to be voted upon a t the next 
general election. IC adopted counties and cities of more than 100,000 
inhabitants will be restricted from incurring debts amounting to more 
than 10 per cent, of the assessed valuation of the real estate of tha locality. 
This amendment, it will be remembered, was puDlished in last week's 
RECORD AND G U I D E . A resolution was passed to print the amendment 
and communicate with the newspapers of the State, so tha t the mat te r 
could be laid before their readers. 

The following letter, addressed by Mayor Low, of Brooklyn, to E H. 
Ludlow, president of the Exchange, was then read: 

MAYOR'S OFFICE, Bronklyn, October 6, 1884. 
E. H. L U D L O W , E S Q , President NewYork Real Estate Exchange; 

D E A R S I H — I desire to call your attention, and through you the at ten­
tion of tha members of tha Real Estate Exchange, to the sales now soon 
to be held by the City of Brooklyn, under Chapter 114, Laws of l&St, of 
property in arrears to the city for taxes, assessments and water rates. 
Tha provisions of this law are very different from thosa of tbe ordinary 
tax laws. At the usual t ax sales the city gives a lease for a term of 
years to the par ty who will pay to the city the amount of its claims. 
At the approaching salea the city will undertake to sell to the highest 
bidders tbe fee simple of the lands offered for sale. This Chapter 114, 
Laws of 1883, was prepared in consultation with Hon. William M. Evar ts , 
who believes it to ba constitutional, and properly pursued and adminis­
tered, compstent to pass a good title. There have been substantially no 
sales of property for arrears of taxes, assessments or water rates in tbe 
City of Brooklyn since 1875. As the result of many causes the volume of 
accumulated arrears due to the city from real estate amounted in 1879 to 
about 414,000,0011. At the beginning of this year, under various provi-
sinns of law for the voluntary payment of tbe city'o claims upon te-ms 
representing greater or less concession from the face of the claims, this 
sum had been reduced to a fraction less than $6,0(10,00 i. Hy Chapter l t4 . 
Laws of ia83, i t was made the duty of the Board of Assessors, after 
October I, 1883, Co go over the claims of tha city against evary lot in 
arrears, for the purpose of fixing against each lot a new tax asse.ssment 
and lieu that should ba unquestionable in lieu and instead of all existing 
claims on the par t of the city. In this connection it was made the duty of 
the Board of Assessors to eliminate from f ' e city's claim as to each lot all 
than was question-ible in fairness and equity by reason of esi;essiv6 cost of 
improvements or for any reason whatever. This, as a mat ter of fact, has 
bean done; and it is believed by the au'.horities thab Lhe consolidated t ax 
assessment and lien for which parcels of land are about to be sold under 
th3 terms of this law, if such tax remains unpaid, cannot be successfully 
questione 1, eiiher as to regularity or from the standpoint of equity. I t is 
important to uote tha t in few, if in any cases, does the consolidated lien, 
as mat ter of fact amount to a formidable prop jrtion of vhe value of the 
property against whicli it lies. 

T h e t s r m s o f the sale under the law will be based under the following 
provi-ions of the s tatute: First of all, the purchaser will receive " a certitt-
cate of such sale which shall contain a covenant on the p i r t of the City of 
Brooklyn to the amount paid tor said lands, with interest a t the rate of 5 
per cent, per annum from tbe date of sale, in case the said title conveyed 
by said sale shall prove invalid." 

Second—It ia made the duty of the purchaser to serve notice in due 
form on the parties in interest who have for one vear an opportunity to 
redeem said lands and premises bv paying to th s Registrar of Arrears for 
the USB of the purchaser or bis assigns th^ sum paid by him on such sale, 
and 10 per centum on the sama, wilh interest on the aggregate amount a t 
the rate of 15 per cent, per annum from the data of said sale, and $1 for 
each notice served as provided in the law. 

Third—Upon presentation of said certificate of the sale and proof of 
tha servica of the notice of such sile, as hereinafter provided, upon the 
owner and mortgagee of the said lands and premises, the Registrar of 
Arrears shall, after tha expiration of one year from the date of such 
service, execute aud deliver to ihe purchaser on such sale, his legal repre­
sentatives or assigns, a deed for said lauds and premi-ios, and such pur­
chaser, his legal represeotativas or assigns shall take a good and sufficient 
title in fee simpl- absolute to" the property sold, of which the said 
deed shall be presumptiva evid-nce; and in any proceeding or action to 
ba taken by such purchaser, his heirs, i igal representatives or assigns, 
taken, prosecuted or defended for the recovery of the possession of the 
property so sold as aforesaid or in the establishment or defense of his or 
their t i t le shown as aforesaid by such doed, such title shall not fail or be 
defeated by reason of any irregulari ty or for.-nal defect in the procedure 
taken uuder this act, upon which such sale shall have been made or such 
title conveyed as aforesaid. 

A careful reading of the act, Chapter 114, Laws of 1883, a copy of which 
I hand y .u herewith, will show tha t a t every point the procedure is made 
simple and the burden thrown a t all times on those who wish to dispute 
tha title in any way, 

I may add tha t in administering the law the ci ty has taken very great 
pains to be considerate of the owoerd of property in arrears which m i y 
thus go to sale. Notice of the flling of the awards has been continued in 
tha daily papers for six months, where the law imposes no such duty, 
and recently without obligation that ib should be done, personal notice 
has been served upon the ownera whenever practicable. 

The certiflcates of the Board of Assessors against the First and Second 
Wards, two of the oldest Wards of the city, were flled October 24, 18S3. 
Immediately after October 34, the oity will proceed to advertise for sale 












































