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The nomination of Grover Cleveland after that of James G.
Blaine settled the question that the great corporations will be
taken care of during the next presidential term. No one has ever
charged the Republican nominee with being an anti-monopolist,
and Mr. Cleveland, who made his fortune as a railroad lawyer, has
never professed to be unfriendly to the corporations. This nomina-
tion will make the contest in this State very interesting, A large
labor and Irish vote will be cast for Blaine, while some of the most
reputable of the old time Republicans will for the first time vote
for a Democratic President. The Republican vote in this city will
undoubtedly be largely increased, while in New York and the New
England States tens of thousands of Republicans will cast their
ballots for Mr. Cleveland. Were the election to be held next
month we believe that the Democratic nominee would be chosen,
but the tide may change before November next. The contest will
be an exciting one in any event.

e h g andy

The platforms of the two great parties are sorry reading. They
are both evasive, obscure and demagogical. Neither of them really
mean anything. They both endorse the monstrous swindling pen-
sion appropriations, and deliberately muddle the tariff issue, which
ought tohave been a matter of distinet dispute between the parties,
The Eastern pressand foreign banking interests is ignored in the
platform of the two parties on the silver question. Both parties
announce their belief in bi-metallism as the true policy of this
country. The real issue will be the personal character of the two
candidates in the field, It is what they and their party associates
would be likely to do under a given set of circumstances, which
will determine the voters in their choice on election day.
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‘“To-day,” says Emerson, *is King.” What the sage of Concord
meant was that the present epoch was usually as fraitful of great
events as any period in the past. There is now going on before
our eyes a revolution in political parties of the utmost moment,
A very respectable section of the Republican party with some of
its leading organs is separating itself from the main body of the
organization and marching into the Democratic camp., Then the
Irish and some of the lahoring vote which formerly could be
depended upon for the Democratic nominee will this time cast
their ballots for Blaine under the supposition that he will oppose a
bolder front to British and other foreign powers than his opponent
in case an international difficulty arose.
will be on either side it is not now possible to say. Accident will
have a good deal to do with the final result. Had the last presi-
dential election taken place in September or October, instead of
November, Garfield would have been beaten. But Roscoe Conk-
ling entered the field and, with General Grant’s help, turned the
tide of battle,. Were the election to be held next week or next
month the Democratic candidate would probably be chosen. But
the temper of the voters may change towards the close of the can-
vass, Should Great Britain be rude, Spain insolent, or Germany
show her hand in the matter of Cuba, it might so fire the American
heart as to advantage the Republican candidate.
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Governor Cleveland has appointed five very competent lawyers
on the commission to draft the acts to reform our system of land
transfers. Their names are Dwight H. Olmstead, Chas. F. South-
mayd, Edwin W. Coggeshall, Chas. E. Strong and J. H. Riker. The
last named gentleman has given time, money, thought and study
to this very important matter. His associates understand this sub.
ject thoroughly. The one doubt in the matter is that they are all
lawyers, and, strange as it may seem, lawyers are the last persons
in the world to draft laws or amendments thereto which are not
ambiguous. The real estate interest will watch this commission
closely. Its members will be open to criticism if they are not ready
to report to the Legislature early in January next, so that prompt
action can be taken. It is the habit of lawyers to potter and pro-
crastiate, and the powerful interest which demands this reform
will be impatient if any unnecessary delays occur. What is needed
18 the ridding of deeds of unnecessary verbiage, the simplification of

How great the defection |

the indexes, and such changes in the laws as will admit of quick
and cheap transfers of property. If the alterations proposed do nof;
aim to accomplish these ends, it will be charged upon the lawyers
of this commission that they wish to retain what they can of the
to them profitable abusesin the present barbarous system of real

estate conveyances.
L ——

Value of City Property.

The comparison between the assessed valuation of city realty of
the present with the past year is of course in favor of the former,
The table itself will be perused with peculiar inferess by all who
deal in real estate, as it shows what parts of the city are increasing
in value and what sections remain stationary. The increase of
over $1,500,000 in the First Ward was to have been expected., The
Mutual Life Insurance building has just been finished, and the
Produce Exchange, with a number of buildings adjoining, have
added largely to the value of property in what may be regarded the
toe of the island. Next year there will be a still further addition
to the valuation of property in this ward, for the assessment lists
will cover the Astor office building on Broadway, between Wall
and Pine streerts, the Mortimer building at the corner of Wall and
New streets, the fine Union Bank building on Wall street, near
William, the new office building on the corner of Wall and Pearl
streets, and the great Standard Oil building on Broadway, adjoin-
ing the Welles building. But while these and other improvements
are increasing the taxable property of the First Ward it may as well
be acknowledged that the older buildings are not any more valu-
able for business than they were in former years. Outside of the
very iarge structures it is doubtful if the rental of the First Ward
improved property will be as large during the present vear as it
was lagt year and the year before.

The large increase in the Twelfth, Nineteenth and Twenty-
second wards was to have been expected. It is in these localities
that the new buildings are being constructed. The assessors have
dwelt leniently with property-holders in the Seventh and Tenth
wards. Judged by the sales at the Exchanges, property near and
below Grand street, on the east side, is more highly appreciated
by a certain class of investors than any other part of the city filled
with a working population.

The Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth wards show but a rela-
tively small increase. They will do better from this time forth.
The region beyond the Harlem is destined to be the scene of very
great improvements. It will surpass in building activity and in
enhancement of values the Twelfth and Nineteenth wards. But
here is the table :
e-u-—]gésasessed Valuation, ——

Ward 1834, Increase,
I B Soadrene Eonaanae. $64,761,657 $66,372.300 $1,610,643
2 80,189,197 80,530,881 831,624
g 45,686,851 5,988,871 812,530
4 12,108,108 12,302,006 193,900
5 42,712,202 43,630,618 914,418
(i 22 437,628 22 661,088 293 2680
s 16,168, 42 16,446,192 177,550
[} 87,357,317 88,020,698 642.924
(1), 27,012,964 28,703,814 820,850

10... 17,103,984 17,167,934 163,950

11 16,252,293 16,501,143 248,850

12 103,430,854 115,182, 425 11,751,671

13 9,941,515 10,025,615 84,100

14 23,462,542 23,964,792 802,250

15.. 54,390,440 53,064,158 673,718

16.. 85,146,468 36,226,918 1,0-0,450

17 83,595,842 83,72 442 124,600

18 73,423,453 75,445 863 2,016,910

19. 182,603,548 192,795.948 9,102,400

20 42 693,422 44,969,772 1,576,350

21 7,08 1,448 88,196,098 1,116,550

DR 85,083,164 01,040,606 5,919,443

53 14,846,410 15,632,255 785,845

; 9,756,563 0,888,810 132,445

$1,079,130,669 $1,119,761,597 $40,630,928
~———Perszonal estate,————
1883, 1884. Increase,

Rosidentim. seey s s s $127,678,542 $141,625,409 $ 18,946 887

Non-resident........ i 10.716,533 10,610 5:2 * .4 O

Shareholders of banks........... 59,352,420 66,230,765 7,098,313

197,546,495 218,536,746 21,045 212

Total real and personal estate., $1,276,677,164 $1,838,2083,313 $61,676,140

* Decrease,
—_—— i —

For lack of certain vital amendments to the shipping bill passed
by Congress we shall, it reems, lose the Australian, New Zealand
and Oceanic tiade, This is supposed to be worth altogether $500,-
000,000, We were getting our share of it, but no provision was
made for the mail service which has been maintained by the New
South Wales government, which gave a subsidy of $300,000 to the
mail steamers and agreed to continue it if the United States sup-
plied one-third of the amount, but our New York press, always on
the alert to damage this city, howled * job,” and so the provision
to do our just share for earrying the letters was stricken from the
Dingley bill. About 12,000 letters originate in the United States
for the Australian colonies besides an immense quantity of printed
matter, samples and parcels of merchandise, the postage on which
is retained in the country, but the letters and parcels are distributed
free in the British colonies; not only so but New Zealand alone pays
$190,000 a year to the United States postoffice for railroad transpor-
tation of its enclosed mail, although it exacts none for our letters.



740

The Record and Guide.

< July 19, 1884

The American government instead of helping the mail steamships
carryingits flag has acted the part of the bully and the robber. Under
the old law it refused clearance papers to any vessel that would not
carry the mail for two cents a letter, a ridiculously inadequate
compensation. The Dingley bill repeals this blackmailing enact-
ment, but it leaves the contractopen without any lzagal regulation.
Ag ‘¢ Bradstreet ” points out, the result will be the sending of
all letters from this country to Australia by way of London and
the Suez Canal, for the Australian colonies have given notice that
they will withdraw their subsidies and will no longer consent to
pay for the carriage of the American mail. Germany has just
subsidized a steamship line to the Australian colonies, just 2t the
time when our ineffably stupid Congress has done what it can to
throw away all chance of a trade with the Oceanic dependencies of
Great Britain. We buy our coffee and other South American prod-
ucts by way of London, and in a short time, in<all probability,
our mail to the Pacific Ocean and what little trade we can maintain
will be done through the capital of Great Britain. Thege facts come
out only through the trade journals, Our so-called great dailies
think it adds to their reputation for honesty by denouncing jobs
which in their point of view includes every legitimate appropria-
tion by Congress.

===

Our Prophetic Department.

MRg. KNICEERBOCKER—I do not think we said all that might be
said about the future of New York in our last conversation. It
stemed to me thas there have been certain eras which have marked
the progress of our city which it would be well to recall. Perhaps
we might find other agencies now at work to give a fresh start to
the growth of this great city.

SIR OrRACLE—I think the influences to-day which are at work
adding to the wealth and population of New York will prove as
potent as any of the former agencies which added to the import-
ance of the greatest of American cities. It was our noble harbor
which gave New York the pre-eminence in trade before and after
the revolutionary war and also after the war of 1812. When lum-
ber was the important material in the construction of ships, New
York marched steadily onward in marine supremacy. The civil
war put an end to that monopoly, but what injured us most of all
was the substitution of iron and steel for wood in the construction
of steam vessels. The proximity of the iron and coal mines of
Eingland to Glasgow in Scotland has made that the greab ship-
building city of the world. The seats of manufacture everywhere
owe their practical monepoly to the fact that they are points where
coal and iron are so accessible as to be procured at a minimum of
cost. This accounts for Manchester, Birmingham, Philadelphia,
Pittsburg, Cleveland and Buffalo.

Mr, K.—Is there then no hope for New York as a great manu-
facturing city ? .

SIr O.—It is such now, but only in such manufactures as do not
require coal and iron, But I will come to that further on. The
Erie Canal was what gave New York its first great start, for by it
the productions cf the West were drawn to the greatest harbor on
the Atlantic coast. Next followed the construction of the raiiway
system, every mile of which in any part of the country has helped
to add to the wealth and population of New York. The Pennsyl-
vania Central road was constructed with a view of building up
Philadelphia, but that admirable trunk line has been forced to
extend its lines to the metropolis, and Philadelphia to-day is
practically a way-station on the road it sacrificed so much to con-
struct, The Baltimore & Ohio road was also called into existence to
pour the products and the business of the Southwest into Baltimore,
but that wealthiest of American corporations is now at work soly-
ing the problem of how to reach and make a terminus of this city.
The last few years have seen several new corporations constructing
great roads and extending others to act as new feeders toward busi-
ness prosperity. Among these are the West Shore & Buffalo and
the extension of the Delaware & Lackawanna.

Mr. K.—Yes, that is all obvious enough, but has not New York
itself done something toadd to its attractiveness as a place in which
to live and do business ?

Sie O.—Yes, the improvements in our city travel have helped,
first the omnibus, then the horse-car, finally the elevated road, These
have all increased the wealth of this city by making intercom-
munication cheap and easy. We will soon doubtless have the
cable system of roads to help, and in the fullness of time
the great Arcade Underground Road will give New York a means
of intermural travel superior to anything of the kind in the world,
I have no patience with Governor Cleveland’s veto of that mag-
nificent project. His veto also of the trifling appropriation for
correcting the topographical maps of this State was unworthy
the successor to Governor Clinton. A Governor who could see
no merit in the Arcade plan, no value in a geological and topo-
graphical survey, would have been as blind as a bat to the advan-
tages of a vast improvement like the Eria Canal.

Mz, K.—But we shall have other improvements in our means of
local transit?

SIR O.—Yes, the elevated road must be extended and improved.
We must have swifter trains, fewer stoppages, addivional tracks;
also roads along the river fronts, not only for passengers but also
for freight, This will involve warehouses and means of depositing
cargoes direct from the West into the holds of steamships, and
thus save the absurd taxes on commerce in paying for transporta-
tion from one side of tbe city to the other, I am told it costs more
to take a barrel of flour from dock to store than it dees to trans-
port it from St. Paul to New York,

Mg. E.—What other influences are at work to add to the busi-
ness and the numbers of people in New York city ?

SIR O.—The construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, it was sup-
posed, would help Brooklyn at the expense of New York. Now
avhile it is true that building in the former city has been stimu-
lated it is also a matter of fact that since the construction of the
bridge New York has built more and costlier houses than at any
time during her past history, The figures in THE RECORD AND
GUIDE prove that beyond all peradventure, No sum in arithmetic
can be clearer than the demonstration of the fact that the business
of New York will be very largely augmented by the construction
of this bridge. Whenever the system of railroads on Long Island
converges at that bridge it will pour a continuous stream of shop-
pers into this city who otherwise would have traded in their own
localities. 'Within five years the tunnel under the North River
ought to be completed, When it is it will effect a revolution in its
way by transferring to New York the best part of the trade now
transacted on the Jersey side of the harbor. Then, as the census of
1880 compared with that of 1870 shows, New York is becoming the
greatest manufacturing city in the Union. Itha# outstripped Phil-
adelphia. True we cannot fabricate iron materials as cheaply asat
some other points, but in thousands of minor industries our near-
ness to the consuming markets, and our having the whole railway
system of the country at our command, gives us an enormous
advantage which is adding steadily to our working population and
wealth.

MR. K.—Then surely our parks, theatres, opera houses and other
attiactions are steadily bringing people into what will be the Paris
of America?

SIR O.—Right you are ; just think of the new parks in the an-
nexed district where people can roam about at will and in which
we are to have our great parades, our shooting matches and out-
door sports.

Mg, K.—Suppose you mention briefly the different factors which
are now operating or will operate to make New York not only
the greatest city of the western world but the possible capital of
all the world.

S1ir O.—Ift is scarcely possible toitemize all the factors in the case.
First there is our noble harbor, then the Erie Canal, the railway
system of the country, the elevated roads, the Brooklyn Bridge, our
splendid parks and places of amusement, the growth of our manu-
facturing establishments, the tunnels under the East and North Riv-
ers that aretobemade, and the Arcade road under-Rroadway which
is certain to be built in spite of purblind property-holders and Gov-
ernor Cleveland. Then when American shipping revives and the
commerce of our country is carried under the national flag, New
York will become so vast and rich a city that the present genera-
tion can have no conception of it. Of course, when I speak of
New York, I take it for granted that before many years that name
will include Brooklyn, Statea Island and much of the country
to the north of us.

Mr. K.—You said nothing about the elevator and the tall build-
ings.

Sir O.—Nor do I intend to to-day ; that will be worth a conver-
sation by itself. —

o RN TNVl

The Financial Chronicle argues that bounteous crops all over the
world produces prosperous times in every country under the gun,
But then evidently there are other factors needed than great crops
to give us busy and profitable years. The crops of last year were
abundant all over the world. Food, cotton and wool were never
so abundant or cheap, yet 1883 was a notoriously unprosperous
year in every civilized country. Even in Japan, where there was
an over-production of rice, there was great distress because of the
impossibility of selling that grain at any remunerative price. The
cotton crop of that year was exceptionally large, but cotton grow-
ers and cotton manufacturers had a wvery hard time of it. An
abundance of good money, however, always creates what is known
as good times. There is generally food enough and to spare in
this great world of ours, and if people have money to buy it busi-
ness is profitable. The prosperous eras in the world’s history has
been when gold or silver has been discovered in large amoungs, but
whenever the production of the precious metals has fallen off or
legislation has interfered to demonetize gold or silver there has
then been a blight upon the business of the world. Good crops are
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better than poor ones, but abundance of food and the materials for
clothing will not give us a profitable market if at the same time
money i8 artificially made scarce. It is the gold unit of value and
the demonetizing of silver which is responsible for the world wide
depression, and this will continue, no matter what the surplus prod.-
uct of the soil, until the nations come to an agreement to re-estab-

lish bi-metalism,
P A ——

All the crop news is good news. The wheat and small grain
harvest ir progressing finely, and the barns of the farmers will soon
be loaded up with the largest yield ever gathered in this country.
Cotton promises to be a full crop and an immense acreage has been
devoted to corn, Should we have warm weather (there has been
rain enough) and the fall frosts keep off we will have a phenomenal
corn crop—over 2,000,000,000 bushels at least.

—_——

Prophecy and Its Fulfillment.

Last February and March THE RECORD AND GUIDE frequently pointed
out the possibility of a rupture between Germany and the United States.
On February 23d the following, in a letter from Washington, was pub-
lished:

I understand there is real alarm in the State Department at the bellig-
erent attitude of Germany. Although that nation is nof seriously in debt,
it is a poor country and needs more money than it can raise to support its
military establishment. It is an open secret that for years Bismarck has
been anxious to extend the naval power of Germany, for he believes that
without a foreign commerce Germany will never be able to take the posi-
tion in Europe. which her sfiatesmen are anxious she should occupy.
Bismarck would like to conquer Holland and Belgium, at least so much
of them as lies upon the east bank of the Rhine. But that would in-
volve a great European war, in which Germany would have no allies,
France, Russia, England, Sweden, Norway and Denmark would enter the
field against her as well as Holland and Belgium.

Bismarck, 1t is now alleged, has made up his mind to pick a quarrel with
the United States. The exclusion of our pork products was the first step
in that direction. The harmless Lagker resolution, which was not worth
noticing, has been made the pretext for affronting the United States.
Minister Sargent reports that Bismarck snubs him on every occasion. The
next step, it s said, will be the annexation of some one of the West India.
islands, and a recognition of European control over the Panama Canal—
in short, a contemptuous defiance of the Monroe Doctrine. The fact is
now recalled that German naval officers have recently visited this country
incognito, and made a thorough investigation of the harbor defences of
the great cities on the Atlantic seacoast. All military and naval authori-
ties bere agreed that within six weeks after a declaration of war, by a

ower as strong in iron-clads as Germany, that Portland, Boston, New

ork, Philadelohia, Baltimore, and probably Washington, would pass
into her possession.

Since the above was written Germany has shown her hand boldly. She
has not only established lines of steamships to all parts of the world, but
ghe is trying to secura the crown of Holland so as to have a front on the
German Ocean. The Sun of last Wednesday has a long article on the
designs of Germany, from which we extract the following:

But the slight importance which the German Chancellor attaches to the
ill will of Evgland is impressively attested by the formation of a German
syndicate for the immediate settlement of New Guinea. There is no doubt
that the great island of Papua is a tempting prize to those who know what
Holland has reaped from Java, and its adaptibility to the culture of cotton,
sugar, rice and coffee is perfectly appreciated by the planters of Queens-
land. The acquisition of New Guinea by Germany would be regarded
with bitter resentment by all the Australian colonies, whose wish to annex
the fertile island on the further side of Torres Straits was loudly proclaimed
at the Sydney conference. But Lord Derby refused to sanction the
scheme of annexation, and Bismarck would not now permit him to play the
ungracious role of the dog in the manger.

It is not, however, with small settlements in South Africa and Oceanica
that the GGerman Chancellor will be likely to content himself when he has
once brought his countrymen into lively sympathy with his colonial am-
bitions. Buch outlying dependences may be compared to country houses,
of which it has been said that fools build them for wise men to live in.
There is no lack of colonies, ready made and full grown, which bave long
passed the stage of troublesome and sickly infaney, and which, if properly
administered, could be made extremely profitable to the controlling State.
Conspicuous examples of the kind are Java in the East and Cuba in the
West. Great Britain once had both of these opulent islands in her posses-
sion, and she might at any time regain them in the event of a war with
their nominal owners.

Again and again THE RECORD AND GUIDE said that we next would
hear of Germany getting possession of some island in the West Indies.
Bure enough it now transpires that Bismarck is working upon the Span-
iards to gecure the ‘“gem of the Antilles.” OFf course the dose is to be
sweetened to suit the American taste. He will take the island of Cuba and
hold it in trust for the United States. Here is the scheme as ouflined in
an Associated Press dispatch:

The plan proposed is similar to that pursued by Austria in 1859, when
she ceded Lombardy to Napoleon III., who then transferred it to Italy.
It is, in short, a plan to put Cuba temporarily into the hands of a foreign
power, which would keep the island in trust. The report of the three com-
missioners proposes, it is said, to sound the German government—an inti-
mate ally of Spain and one desirous at present of having eolonies—to dis-
cover whether she would consent to take Cuba for a period of twenty-five
years. The island would under this arrangement be nominally Spanish,
but her garrisons and administrations would be German. Spain, which
cannot borrow in Europe, and which needs money and men to
maintain her rights in the Mediterranean, should thus receive annually
100,000,000 marks, and would not be drained for the maintenance in Cuba
of an army and an administration which is so costly. At the ena of
twenty-five years the Spanish people will care nothing for Cuba, and
instead of receiving possession of it again the government at Madrid
wogld he able, without danger to its own existence, to cede it to the
United States for a good round sum, especially as it would then have
been benefited by the twenty-five years of German government.

That Germany would surrender Cuba to this country after occupying it
twenty-five years is preposterous. There are stormy times ahead, for if
Germany attempts to buy or seize Cuba, there will be a tempest through-

ont the Union. It will be a day of wrath for Sam. Randall, Holman and
Charles A. Dana.

Home Decorative Notes.

—There is no wood visible in the majority of drawing-room chairs; cov-
ered with plush or satin they are wrought all over with silken needlework
and the pillow is always added, tied with its large brilliant bows of gsatin;
several drawing-room sets are of different shades of chestnut brown satin
from the lighest amber tio the darkest; the sofas differ from each other,
nor are the chairs alike,

—Turkish scarfs with tinsel embroidered ends are tied in sailor knots and
fastened on the backs of chairs and sofas.

—For a tea table lay a cream colored Madras muslin over the table
cloth, the delicately colored flowers will stand out nicely against the white
of the under cloth,

—Bright-colored silk handkerchiefs make very effective curtain bands.

—Pressed leaves and ferns placed between sheets of glass and bordered
by a plush frame are used for screens.

—White paint that has become discolored may be nicely cleaned by
using a little whitening in the water for washing.

—Brass easels, in imitation of bamboo, are very elegant.

—Very attractive olive dishes, biscuit jars, cream jugs and salad bowls
are of amberina glass.

—Brilliant tints and colors are seen in flowers, ficures and other decora-
tions in table-ware such as Sevres, Royal Derby, Minton, Wedgewood
and others of equal fame.

—In windows, under stained glass, many are using the Mexican onyx,
of which whole panes are made; when it is desired to cut off the view
without losing light altogether this translucent material is used; through
it streams a mellow whitish light agreeable to the eye.

—There is a present fashionable caprice for the white diamond cut-glass
with its stalactites breaking into a thousand raysof light; these salad bowls,
“ice cream sets, bonbon dishes, in shell, cresent, octagon and every possible
shape, are all the handiwork of American glass-blowers and equal to the
products of the modern glass-blowers of Morano or Salviafi.

—There is a greater tendency than ever to Oriental ideas in fabrics of
all sorts; carpets, mattings, tapestries, curtains, all show Oriental designs
and colors.

—A tasteful way to brigh'ten the table is simply to decorate the white
towels which are so frequently placed at the head and foot of the table,
on one end of the towel which is to be used at the head of the table have a
coffee pot of graceful design worked in outline stifch in scarlet, at the
oppusite end work a cup and saucer, on the towel intended for the foot of
the table have a knife and fork at one end and two spoons crossed at the
other.

—Pails of water in which hay has been steeped absorb the smell of fresh
paint.

—A very pretty fancy is a Japanese umbrella gpread out in front of the
fire-place as a mat.

—The old fashioned copper or brass tea urns, wherewith our great grand-
mothers delighted to adorn the table when their friends assembled to dis-
cuss a dish of tea, can easily be transformed into a noble table lamp of
striking proportions; the urn proper forms the body, and an ordinary brass
receptacle for oil is fitted in the open space, the lid is of course discarded;
to complete, a shade is fitted over an octagon shaved wire framework of
ordinary construction, this should then be covered with bright colored
silk and ruchings of the same material, finish the edge with soft creamy
lace or tiny plush balls. :

—Ingrain rugs in Oriental colors and designs with tinsel-effects are very
attractive for the floors of summer cottages, they can be used on the bare
boards or on floors covered with Canton mattings.

—As the crazy quilt fever still rages, new ideas in regard to stitches,
designs, efe., are eagerly songht after; a book has been recently introduced
by Bentley, of 1144 Broadway, which contains numberless ideas concern-
ing this style of work.

—Avrtificial fruit such as apples, plums, peaches and grapes are in favor
for decorating scrap baskets, wall pockets and catch-alls.

—Liquer stands in hammered copper have decoration of oxidized silver,
or are carefully worked in silver in vine patterns.

—Very pietty handkerchief cases are made by taking two squares of
satin, say of cardinal and of light blue, the exact size of a pocket handker-
chief; the edges all around may be pinked aund the squares caught
together with very delicate feather stitching; fold the squareg with all the
corners in the centre; catch three of them together with a bow of narrow
ribbon, leaving the fourth to open so that the handkerchiefs can be put
inside.

—Toilet appointments for gentlemen are luxurious in extreme in the
way of hand mirrors and bevelled glass framed in silver, the backs in
repousse; hair and other brushes correspond; the silver handles of the shoe
horns are equally elaborate.

—In novelties and elegance of table decoration the nineteenth century
is not far behind the examples aml extravagances of the luxurious age of
Francis I.; until a few years ago absence of body color proved to be a
defect, now the simplest object for table use or the most elaborate for
other purposes is seen glowing in artistic tints; many desirable novelties
in sgilver are exhibited by the Gorham Manufacturing Company,
of Broadway and Nineteenth street; a new iden is the ¢ etching” of
silver, handsome specimens are shown in pitehers, punch bowls and
spoons, fluted work which was used years ago is again brought
forward and is in demand, entire tea and coffee sets are shown
in this style, a fable lamp is in solid silver with fluted work at the

top, while the body of the lamp is surrounded with a sort of rustie
applique in colored silver. -
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Improvement at the Ferries.

T wonder,” said Mr, L. U, Todd, of Englewood, to the writer, * that
there is not some reform in your New York ferry system. I own prcperty
in New Jersey and am naturally desirous of making that State as avail-
able as possible for New Yorkers. My plan would be for the ferry-boats
to have high upper decks that would abut on the docks upon bndges over
the streets and which would continue on the plane of the first stories of
the streets leading to the ferries. In other words, I would have matters

. 80 arranged that the traveller who left the eleveted station of Cortlandt
street, for instance, for the ferry would not descend the staircase but
would walk upon a sidewalk on a level with the second story and have an
uninterrupted passage to the upper deck of the ferry-boat I have indicaced.
See what a comfortable thing it would be for ladies, aged and sick per-
gons who now are in danger of their lives from horses and cartsin crossing
West street. Then see what an advantage would accrue to property
holders. They could sell their goods on the second as well as ground floor
aund thus enbance the value of their stores along the route. The pathway

might be made of glass, such as now gives light to basements, All this is i

very practicable and with the increase in the business of our ferries I think
it will come some day.”

“ There is another and larger project,” continued Mr. Todd, ** which I
have long thought feasible, and which I would like you to mention in THE
RECORD'AND GUIDE. Instead of bridges and tunnels why not run a series
of docks all the way across to Jersey City, with drawbridges wide enough
to allow the largest vessels to pass through ¢ But for twelve working
hours of the day I would not permit any travel through the docks, but
cable and steam propelled cars could be kept runniog between the two
cities, The Hudson River commerce proper could be accommodated by
the docks, and at intervals during the night the drawbridges could be
opened for such shipping as wished to pass up and down the river. Somie
such plun as this was proposed for the Hast River, but it would hardly do

in view of the money that is being spent to improve the channel of that.

gtream in the neighborhood of Hell Gate.”

REMARES.—Mr. Todd’s scheme for closing up the Hudson River, between
New York and Jersey City, for the benefit of property holders in New
Jersey, will not, we think, be undertaken this generation. It was a Freuch
engineer (his name escapes us) who proposed a vast scheme of docks and
water basins between New York and Brook]yn. Asan engineering feat
this could doubtless be accomplished, but would it pay ? It would bea
very costly enterprise, and would involve the taking down of the bridge
as a useless toy.

But Mr. Todd’s suggestion respecting the second deck on ferry-boats
connecting with a pathway parallel with the second story of the buildihgs
leading to the ferry may become some day not only desirable but also
jmperative. The street crossings on the East and North Rivers near the
ferries are not safe. Indeed something of this kind is already in operation
in Stockholm, There is a suburb of that city known as Soedermarlin, in
which is a very steep hill. On this hill are elegant gardens and places of
recreation laid out. It was once so difficult to get at that few [foreigners
visited it. An engineer, named Kunt Lindmark, conceived the idea of
erecting a tower in Stockholm and building an elevated plateau from its
top to Molsebake, as this now famous hill is called, All who have visited
BStockholm wiil remember the elevator, the tower, the plateau and the
splendid scenery on the top of the hill after reaching it. Mr. Todd’s idea
is a modification of that of Engineer Lindmark, and when we have a
reformed and efficient city government it is to be hoped some such enter-
prise would be undertaken, It issaid that 120,000 people daily pass over our
ferries, and the number is steadily increasing. The ferries are all difficult
of approach, and a scheme such as that mentioned by Mr. Todd would be
a real and important city improvement. EDITOR RECORD AND GUIDE.

—_———

Concerning Men and Things.
* ¥ ¥

The Brooklyn butchers, the Dwyer brothers, who have bad such success
on the turf in former years are not doing so well this season, Their stable
is very popular with the public, as they have the best animals generally,
and the best jockey nearly always. But they are not in favor with their
gentlemen competitors who also own race horses. It is charged that the
Dwyers are inoidinately selfish, They strive for and get all the caps
and money prizes offered by the Lorillards, Belmonts, etc., but not-
withstanding their enormous winnings they never offer prizes them-
selves, They are on the make every time, and care nothing for the
sport except for the profit it brings them. They own interests, it is
said, in the two largest gambling firms who make books at the races,
Hence it has happened that Barnes and others of their horses have been
heavily handicapped this season. No favors are shown them, nor should
there be if the reports about them are true. The theory of the turf is
that gentlemen should run horses to benefit the breed, but even jockeys
have been allowed to compete at the various courses recently.

e e

London sets the price of sllver for the world. ILast year $48,061,930
worth of silver wassold in that city at an average of about fifty-one pence
an ounce; thence it was taken to Bombay or Calcutta, there to be coined
into rupees at a valuation three per cent. higher than is given to silver in
our standard dollar. 1n other words, England buys the silver of the world
for ten to eleven per cent. less than the American unit of value, and con-
verts it into a coln containing three per cent. less silver and with the same
purchasing value as our dollar, In the banks of France, Germany, Austria,
Hungary, Netherlands and Belgium there was on store at last accounts
$433,783,000 in silver coins which contained three per cent. less silver than
the American dollar., Our American standard counts silver as sixteen to
one against gold. In India and in bi-metallic countries, such as France
and Austria, the proportion is fifteen and a half to one. These facts are
given in the Mining Jouwrnal, which also calls attention to the other sig-
nificant fact that durlng the last twelve months the government of the

United States has paid $112,000,000 of bonded debt in gold, while it has
$6,798,027 more gold in its Treasury than it had twelve months ago. During
the year the amount of standard dollars in the Treasury has fallen off
$586,196, yet our journals, which carefully suppress these facts, are con-
stantly deploring the evils of silver coinage and predicting the worst pos-
sible results from it, though none have yet occurred.
*F ok

J. M. Quigley bas won in the fizht against Corbin and Ballou in the
matter of the control of the Toledo & St. Louis road. This is a feather
in the cap of this young and energetie financier, for his opponents were
strong men and represented powerful interests; but he had the advantage
of being in the right. He represented the bona fide bondholders, and had
no axe of his own to grind. That promising road will now be reorganized

under the best of auspices.
SR 8 550 2 Coiy

The Land Transfer Reform Commission.
New YORE, July 11th, 1884,
Editor RECORD AND GUIDE:

S1R—On bebalt of the Real Estate Exchange and Auction Room
(Limited), I desire to thank you for your denial in your issue of June 28th
of the report that persons representing the Kxchange were trying vo bull-
doze the Governor in appointing certain heretofore unknown lawyers as
members of the Real Estate Commission. Permit me fo state explicifly
that neither the Exchange nor any one authorized to represent it took any
action in the matter further than sending to the Governor at his request a
list of the names of those lawyers whom they deemed best qualified for
appointment upon the commission. The five gentlemen appointed were
all upon the list submitted to the Governor by the Exchange, and are all
well qualified to fill the position to which they have been avpointed.
Yours respectfully. JAaMES M, VARNUNM,

Chairman Committee on Leglslature, Real Estate Exchange.

— e

‘T wish,” said a well-known real estate owner to the writer, *‘ that you
would urge upon the proper authorities the desirability of planting a great
number of trees on the principal streets and avenues of New York. I do
not wish my name mentioned in this matter, mind you, but TEE RECORD
AND GUIDE should particularly favor the planting of a large addition to
the trees on Riverside Drive. There does not begin to be enough for the
future requirements of that noble avenue, Paris has twenty trees where
New York has one, yet our summers are hotter and longer and shade is
needed more here than there. Plenty of trees in our streets vrould practi-
cally reduce the temperature three or four degrees. I cansee no objection
to any tree but the alanthus, which I really believe is poisonous. We had
trees once in New York, but they were cut down because infested with
the measuring worm, but we have long been rid of that nuisance, thanks
to the multiplication of the English sparrow. I am afraid that the Park
Commissioners will have so much to do with the new pleasure grounds in
the annexed district that they will not attend to this matter. Of course I
know they have no control over the streets and sidewalks, and I sup-
pose this matter must be dealt in time by the Legislature, but Toz RECORD
AND GUIDE should keep on calling attention to this important matter until

something is done.”
—_—

Wi this week present our subsoribers with a sixteen-page supplement
containing an Index of all the Conveyanoces and Projected Buildings given
in this publication for the past six months. Those who have files of the
paper will find this of the greatest value. It will save the time and labor of
wading through the twenty-six numbei‘s, a reference tothe Indexenabling
the searcher to find any conveyance of property or buildings projected
during the first six months of the current year. Bound covers or files can
be obtained at the office of this paper for one dollar.

Real Estate Department.

The past has been a dull week in real estate circles, There have been
no important sales and the attendance of bidders has been light. The
apartment houses advertised to be sold were bid in and the apparently
large sale of Beekman street property on Thursday was merely to perfest
title.

Notice is given by the Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments that the
assessment rolls of real and personal estate for the year 1884 have been
finally completed and have been delivered to the Board of Aldermen, and
that such assessment rolls will remain open to public¢ inspection, in the
office of the clerk of said Board of Aldermen, for a period of fifteen days
from July Tth.

The mid-summer real estate business shows a large increase over last
year, judging from the official transfers of last week, compared with the
corresponding week of last year, There were over one hundred more
transfers and the sum invested was larger. The mortgage indebtedness
was also greater. Here is the table:

CONVEYANOES.

18883, 1884,
July 6 to 12, inel.  July 3to 10, inel.

Numher................... 196 5
Amount....ceeu... Aassasetsesanassrnranss venen  $2,826.577 $3,080,416
Number nominal......... ..covenveninie sanan EQ 84

Number 23d andmth A e 43 b4
A T OV ITL e e e e e $168,810 $106,309
Number nomingl......ee.seeseen.ns e sty B 12
I T Sy 0 e O O DTS IO CEN) 170 R2A7
Amount involved. ’ $1,763, 192 $2,205, 376
Number b per cent.

Amount involved........ccenin. . $674, 240 $1,021, Bb?
Number to Banks, Trust and Ins. CoRias o 32

Amount involved. ......c.coieien covannanacnns $291,340 §695, UGD

Next week the Deane sale comes off, and it promises to be one of the
most important held for a long time. Mr. Richard V. Harnatt will pre-
side af the auction stand. There has, it seems, baen a great inquiry for the
books cophaining a description of the houses. Although fhis iz mid -sum-











































































