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TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
The Commissioners of Land Transfer appointed under the Act of May 

'2\st, 1884, respectf idly report as follows: 
The act authorizing the appointment of the Commission was passed 

May 21st, 1884, and the Commissioners appointed July 2d following. 
As the members of the Commission were not all in the city until early 

Fall, formal meetings could not be held until then. 
By the terms of its appointment the authoi-ity of the Commission was 

limited to the recommendation of reforms in real estate transfer for cities of 
not le-'s than three hundred thousand inhabitauts (t. e. New York City and 
Brooklyn), with power, if it should see fit, to confine its reconuuendations to 
New York City. 

At the outset of its deliberations it was determined that attention should 
be given to the preparation of a bill or bills intended to change the methods 
of transferring and keeping the records and indices relating to real estate 
in the city of New York only, afterwards to the suggestion of such other 
reforms in the body of the law relating to the title to and lieus upon real 
estate, as might more properly be applicable to the entire State and which 
the Commission might regard as desirable, but which neither the powers 
given it nor the time to which its labors would be restricted would make it 
fitting or enable it to mature. 

FuUy realizing the danger of hastily unsettling the principles of real 
estate law, the Commission has in the main devoted itself to the machinery 
of transferring titles and keeping the records of transfers and liens, intro­
ducing only Buch changes iu the law as were incidental to the new system 
and necessary to its successful operation. 

The evils of the present system of transfer in the city of New York, have 
been too long the theme of comment in the profession and among owners of 
real estate to need extended mention in this report. 

The facts that the number of volumes in the Register's office containing 
the records of conveyances and mortgages is now nearly four thousand, of 
which nearly seven-eighths have been added during the last fifty years; that 
the only method of ascertaining the title of any particular lot is by search­
ing for and examining every instrument executed by the successive oivners 
of such lot from written indices containmg thousands of names, with many 
errors in spelling aud otherwise, that such an examination requires a long 
time, increasing with every year, and would even now be almost impracti­
cable without the aid of private classified indices and abstracts made oy the 
official searchers for theu' own use ; that, in case of th» removal or destruc­
tion of these private papei*s, the examination of titles could be attained 
only after immense labor—are sufficient to show that the present system i? 
too burdensome and dangerous to be longer continued. 

The uncertainty attending examinations under such a system, the length 
of time required, the expense cast upon the owner of real estate and tbe 
responsibility imposed upon the lawyers seemed to the Commission to render 
its radical reform the most pressing question to be met. 

The members of the Commission were unanimously of the opinion that 
such reform, to the proper extent, could only be effected by indexing instru­
ments tiffecting real estate, not merely against the name, but against the 
property conveyed or charged, and making liens on real estate specific, 
affecting only the property described therein, and so indexing them. 

Two forms of inde.x were pi'oposed; one an index by lots and the other by 
blocks. A fter an extended discussion of the advantages of these forms 
respectively, four of the flve members of the Commis.sion decided in favor of 
the lot system, and have prepared a bill for indexing transfers and liens 
upon that system. 

The division of opinion of this point requires that the reasons which 
induced the preference of the majority of the Commission should be stated 
somewhat at large. 

They believed that any new system should be not merely a temporary 
remedy for existing evils, which, in its turn, should become a burden, but 
one which, in its nature, would require no re-arrangement in the future, 
whatever might be the growth of the city or the increase in real estate 
transactions—one of which should not merely mitigate defects, but remove 
them. 

They believe that any new system should be of such a character as, 
when in the course of time it shall have borne its fruits, will relieve real 
•estate from the burden and uncertainty of searches, and render its transfer 
more expeditious, and should be so simple in its form and methods as to 
reduce the chances ot error to a minimum. 

These requisites of simplicity, celerity, certainty, economy and perman-
nency they were satisfied would be realized more fully under the lot system 
than any other. 

The lot being the ordinary unit of ownership on which taxes have for years 
been laid and collected with ease and certainty, fonns the simplest basis for an 
index, and if the transfer of and liens on each lot are kept by themselves, 
the addition of any amount of territory will add pages to the index, but 
will require no change in the system, nor increase the labor of flnding 
the papers affecting any lot. 

Such a system w3l grow simpler indeed as time passes for as the city 
becomes pei'manently improved, as the boundaries of lots become perma­
nently fixed by being built upon, even the slight inconvenience which may 
attend the changes in lines of vacant lots will cease to exist. 

On the other hand, an index by blocks while at the outset it would be 
less confusing and burthensome than the present system by reducing the 
extent of territory over which a search must be made must become more 
and more complex with time since the continually accumulating transfers 
of and liens on an average of at least sixty-four lots are entered in one place. 

This, from the very introduction of the system, would necessitate a search 
shorter than the search now reqviired, but still a search subject to the errors 
and uncertainties and expenses ot the present system, though to a leas 
extant. 

The lot system absolutely puta an end to searching all entries affecting 
a lot or any pai't of it; being requiied to be made on the page or pages or 
that lot, a certified copy of the page gives all the information we now derive 
from a search in a very much shorter time and substantially without 

expense, andthe correctness of the information is a mere qnestion o€ tho 
correctness of the ropy. 

And such certified copy, unlike our present searches, will be an original 
in any hands. 

The simplicity of the lot system and its freedom from chances of error 
will appear when we examice briefly t ie method of indexing mider it. 

To know where any instrument shall be indexed and cause it to be 
so indexed requires only that tbe person who desires its record shall 
inspect tbe maps of the block on which tbe property is situated note the 
lot or lots thereou which eu.brace the property, and direct that the instru­
ment shall be indexed against such lot or lots. 

To the Register is giveu the simple and purely ministerial duty of enter­
ing a memorandum on the page or pages of tne lot or lots designated. Should 
this entry be erroneous in every particular except the liber and page of 
record, the instrument could s; ill be readily foimd; should it be erroneous 
in all respects, there would still be sufficient notice of some transaction 
affecting the property to put auy one de; 1 ng therewith on enquiiy. 

The most frequent error occuring under the present system is in the 
names of the parties ;;this would be of r.o material consequence under the 
lot system, while the block system fs li; b'.e to Ihe same error, only to be 
avoided by an examinati. n of all the entriis under a block. 

It must be constantly bt rne in mind that the system advocated by the 
majority of the Commission contemplates an index—nothing more—an 
easy and accurate method of finding the papers relating to any particular 
piece of real estate. It asserts nothing as to ownei-ship, but simply shows 
what transfers have been made of, or what liens have been created against 
a lot, as shown on a map or any part of it. If the lot so shown only repre-

I seuts part of the lot under examinalion, we have only to examine the pages 
^ of all lots which contain its other parts until such time, as by change of the 
• map, one lot shall correctly appear thereon as a wlole. 
I Whatever additional detail may be involved in putting the lot system into 

operation, it is nevertheless perfectly simple, and would be more than coun­
terbalanced by the increased advantages to be derived from it when once tn 

j operation. 
I A brief outline of the chief features of the bill proposed seems proper. 
I It is proposed that all the blocks in the city shall be numbered continu­

ously from one up, commencing with some block in the lower part of the 
city—that a set of books shall be prepared in triplicate to be arranged as 
follows : Commencing with block one, a map of that block as divided into 
lots taken from the tax maps, the lots numbered from one up, to be pre­
fixed to the portions of the Land Register Index devoted to the block and at 
the head of succeeding page the number of one of the lots in t'le block in 
regular order with sufflcient blank pages at the end for carrying over full 
pages, or entering any new lot which may be carved out of the old ones. 
After these blank imges a map of block number two and its lot with blank 
pages, and so on. 

Two sets of these books are to be deposited in the Register's office—one 
for the indexing of instruments recorded in the books of conveyances, and 
the other for indexing instruments recorded in the books of mortgages, and 
tbe third set is depositetl in the County Clerk's office for the indexing of 
notices of lis pendens and judgments and liens and other instruments 
affecting real estate filed iu that office. 

The preparation of these indices and the superintendance of them after 
the system goes into opei-ation is entrusted to an officer to be known as the 
Superintendent of the Land Register Index, who is to be a counsellor at 
law, and a deputy superintendent who is to be a city surveyor. 

A period of a little more than a year is given for the preparation and 
deposit of these indices, and, that the public may be faraiUarized with the 
main featm-e of the system, the act is not to go into operation until sixty 
days after the indices have been so prepared and deposited in the respective 
offices. 

Every person desiring to record an instrument is required tn order to 
entitle it to be recorded to have it state in the body thereof, or to designate 
in a separate instrument as may sometimes be necessary, the number ot the 
block and lot or lots claimed to be affected by such instrument. 

The index of a transfer is to be made by a brief entry in one line stating 
liber and page, where recorded, on the page ot each lot designated as 
affected thereby. 

Changes in any lot are to be made in the flrst instance on the tax maps, 
and once a year the Tax Commisioners ai-e to certify to the Superintendent 
of the Land Register Index all such changes which have beeu made down 
to a certain fixed date in each year, and the Superintendent is to enter thera 
upon the Land Register Index. WLen the changes in any block are suffi­
ciently numerous to require it, the Superiutendent is authorized to cause a 
new map of such block to be made. 

When tbe boundaries of any lot are changed the page ot the lot is to be 
closed and a new page opened for the new lot, with references on the respec­
tive pages, showing from what page or pages the new lot is derived, and to 
what new page or pages the old lot is transferiecl. 

Provision is made tor the entry on the Land Register Index ot new blocks 
which may be from time to time formed by cutting up old ones or otherwise. 

As to that portion of the district lying north ot Harlem River, known as 
the annexed district, which is not yet laid out in blocks, the index is to be 
made with reference to the plots laid down on the tax maps, and under the 
provisions of the bill when the new blocks are formed they will fall into 
their proper places on the index. 

It is further provided that the more important and numerous of the 
notices, liens or other insti-uments requii-ed to be filed iu the County Clerk's 
office which are intended to affect real estate, shall contain a description by 
block and lot number of the real estate claimed to be so affectedj or that a 
certificate of the party asserting or claiming under such notice, lien or other 
instrument containing such designation annexed to the notice, lien or other 
instrument, or a certified copy ot it, shall be so filed before any real estate 
shall be affected thereby. Upon the filing ot such notice, lien or certificate 
it is to be entered upon the Land Register Index of liens. Mechanic's liens 
being now indexed against the property affected not touched by the bills 
recommended. 

The Commission has also prepared and herewith submits a bill requiring 
judgments to be made specihc instead of general liens on real estate in the 
city of New York, and a bill transferring to the Register's office the neces­
sary records or memoranda of the mortgages in the county of New York 
by the Commissioners for loamng the United States deposit funds under the 
act of 1837, so as to avoid for the future the necessity of a separate search 
in the Loan Commissioner's office for such mortgages, and a bill requiring 
the making and keeping, in the office ot the Clerk of Arrears of the city of 
New York, of an index of all outstanding taxes and assessments and water 
rents, and ot all sales for non-payment of taxes, assessments or water rents 
remaining unredeemed and uncancelled, properly classified by the separate 
lots, so that a mere inspection of such index will ascertain without any 
difficulty or material amount of time or labor, whether upon any pai-ticular 
lot there m-e any and what arrears of taxes, assessments or water rents, or 
outstanding tax or assessment titles, and entitling any one desiring it to 
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receive for a trifling fee a certified search in this particiUar, which shall be 
binding upon tbe city. 

The several bills above referred to cover, it is believed, nearly all trans­
fers of and liens on real estate now necessary to he searched for, excepting 
judgments of the United States Courts. These being entirely beyond the 
authority vested m the Commission, it can go no further than to express the 
decided opinion that they should also be made specific instead of general 
liens. 

The advantages of the reforms contemplated by the bills thus far men­
tioned will only be fully realized after the lapse of a considerable time, but 
the Commission was ot the opinion that there should be prepared and made 
accessible to the legal profession or the public, as was heretofore done in 
respect ot the printed indices ot gi-antors and grantees down to the year 
]85b, printed indices of all the instruments recorded in the books ot con­
veyances trom I he close of the period covered by the printed indices of 
grantors and grantees above referred to down to the time when the new 
system ot indexing against the lots shall go into operation, and also printed 
indices going down to the samo time, but commencing with the beginning 
of the records in the Register's office of all the mortgages or other instru­
ments ot that nature recorded in the books of mortgages and remaining 
imsatisfied of record, and such new printed indices to be upon the plan of 
indexing by blocks in so far as shall appear to be practicable, blocks being 
selected as a method for re-indexing, as shorter and less expensive than trac­
ing lots thiough all the changes of the past. 

A bill providing tor such re-indexing has therefore been prepared and is 
also herewith presented. 

AVith a view of checking the increase tor the future in the volume of the 
records which is becoming a more and more serious difficulty and of avoid­
ing in the future useless prolixity or verbiage in the preparation of convey­
ances and lessening the expense of recording, the Commission has prepared 
and herewith presents a bill tor short forms of deeds and mortgages. 

This bill, while it is properly made applicable to the entire State and may 
therefore in strictness be regarded as beyond the scope of the powers of the 
Commission, is one which it is believed will meet with universal approval, 
and the Commission unanimously recommends its passage. 

While the changes proposed by the bills above refcn-ed to will, it is 
believed, materially lessen the risk and expense of transfers ot title, enabling 
such transfers to be more safely, cheaply, and readily made, thereby encour­
aging the investment of capital in real estate in the city of New York and 
enhancing its value, yet there are in the opinion ot the Commissioners cer­
tain very important changes in the body ot the law relating to real estate 
which ought to be made in order to avoid serious risks and difficulties in 
relation to title which now exists and are practiclly felt as very serious 
grievances and must continue to exist and be so felt while the present laws 
remain unaltered, but which changes in the body of the law, if or when 
made, could not with propriety be given merely local application to the 
city of New York, but clearly ought to be made applicable to the whole State. 

For this reason the Commissioners do not deem it to be within then-
province under the statute prescrib ng their duties to prepare or submit to 
the Legislature statutes embodying such changes in the body ot the law as 
are above referred to notwithstanding the very great advantages which, as 
they consider would thence result to all parties interested in real estate in 
the city ot New York, as well as elsewhere, yet, in view of the importance 
ot the subject and the impossibility of giving to real estate holders such 
assurance of stability and security in their titles as ought to be afforded 
without the making of such changes in the body ot the law relating to real 
estate the Commissioners trust it may not be deemed amiss in them to point 
out very briefly, and in general terms, the nature of these changes in the 
law which they regard as requisite, and they therefore specify: 

1. A very material shortening of the period allowed by the statutes of 
bmitations tor the commencement of smts for the recovery of real estate, 
and a special shorter bmitation of rights to attack titles held under sales in 
foreclosure or partition suits or other legal proceedings for the sale of real 
estate, becatise ol technical defects in such suits or proceedings. 

2. The removal of the exception against the running of the statutes now 
made in cases of lunacy, leaving it to the Committee or other legal repre­
sentative of the property interests of the lunatic to take the necessary steps 
for the protection of his rights in respect ot real estate. 

The exception now made in the statute of limitations because of infancy 
has a clearly defined limit, which can never be very long. That heretofore 
made because of covertm-e, which was very troublesome and dangerous, has 
been gotten rid of. There remains the exception for the disabUity ot limacy, 
and the limit of that is measured by theterm ot human life, wliich may be 
prolonged to a great age. 

The cases ot real estate belonging to lunatics held adversely are very rare 
comparatively, but it is manifest that so long as any exceptions are made 
for any disability which may extend to a very long period and information 
in respect of which it may be impossible for purchasers to obtain, it is 
impossible to place such reliauce upon long and undisturbed possession of 
real estate under claim of title as ought to be afforded to bona fide pur­
chasers, and it seems clear to the Commissioners that the idea ot affording 
the most complete and absolute protection in the comparatively rare case 
ot lunacy ought not, in the general interest, to be aUowed so to operate as to 
prevent the beneficial effect of the statute of limitations as a statute of 
repose for quieting the titles of bona fide purchasers. The like considera­
tions require the Tike aboUtion of the exception tn the statute of limitations, 
because of imprisonment on a criminal charge or conviction. 

8. A carefully drawn but adequate provision by which that kind of pos­
session ot or claim ot title to vacant city lots, which is usuaUy the only 
practical possession or claim, viz.—the holding a paper title, being entered 
upon the tax books as the owner and paying the taxes and assessments 
and being the only person so paying or making practical claim to, or 
looking after the property shaU for the purposes of the statute of limita­
tions be deemed an adverse possession equivalent to the pedis possesio of 
other property. 

4. Precluding as against bona fide purchasers the assertion ot claims for 
dower in cases of concealed marriages, and in cases where the wite has 
executed a release of her dower right while under age. 

5. Precluding as against bona fide purchasers under devises and powers 
contained in wills the assertion of adverse claims by heirs at law in hostiUty 
to the wiU where the conveyance under which such purchaser claims is made 
after the expiration of a certain specified time from the admission of the 
wiU to probate by the Surrogate, and when the decree of such probate and 
admission remains in force with no pending appeal trom it. 

6. A. better regulation than now exists in respect of the protection of 
bona fide purchasers trom heirs or devisees made after the expiration of a 
certain time from the death of the testator or intestate against the claims 
of creditors not having specific liens. 

Hereto annexed are drafts of the biUs prepared by the Commissioners 
and of which they recommend the enactment, which are entitled as 
follows: 

I. An act in relation to the recording, filing and indexing of instruments 
affecting the title to real estate in the City of New York. 

II. .\n act in relation to the Uen of judgments and decrees and forfeited 
recognizances \ipon real estate and chattels real in the City and County 
of New York. 

III. An act in relation to mortgagors to the Commissioners tor loaning 
certain moneys ot the United States for the County of New York. 

IV. An act ih relation to the indexing of and searches for unpaid taxes, 
assessments and water rents and unredeemed and uncancelled sales made 
for non-payment of taxes, assessments and water rents in the City of New 
York. 

V. An act to provide for the re-indexing of certain records affecting 
real estate iu the City of New York and printing such indices. 

VI. An act to provide tor short forms of deeds and mortgages. 
The Commission having been obUged to defer its report till so late a 

day in the session that no opportunity has been afforded for the discussion 
of the proposed reforms by members ot the bar and others interested, 
whose suggestions might materially aid in perfecting those measures, and 
deeming it probable that this Legislature might not have time for the 
examination ot the bills proposed, has been compeUed to recognize the 
necessity of an extension of its term ot office until the next session of the 
Legislature with a view to such revision or amendment of the biUs now 
reported, as after a general consideration and discussion of the same, may 
be deemed necessary or advisable, and has therefore presented a bill for 
such extension. All of which is respecttuUy submitted. 

Dated New York, April 15, 1885. 
CHAS. F. SOUTHMAYD. ] 
JOHN H. RIKER. | 
CHAS. E. STRONG. f 
EDWIN W . COGGESHALL. I 

Commissioners of Land Transfer. 

A N A C T IN R E L A T I O N TO T H E R E C O R D I N G , F I L I N G AND I N D E X I N G O F I N S T R U ­

MENTS AFFECTING THE TITLE OF REAL ESTATE IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

The People of the State of Neiv York, represented in Senate and Asse-inlily^ 
do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. All instruments, except powei-s ot attorney and satisfaction 
pieces of mortgages recorded in the office ot the Register of the City and County 
of New York after this act goes into operation, and all notices of lis pendens, 
Uens and other insti-uments affecting specific real estate filed or recorded in 
the office ot the Clerk of the City and County of New York after this act 
goes into operation. shaU be indexed against the property affected thereby in 
the mannerprescribed by this act. 

SEC. 2, There shall be prepared and thereafter kept in the office of 
the said Register, in dupUcate, a series ot books with accompanying maps 
herein designated, and to be legally known as the Land Register Index, 
w-hereon there shaU be separately laid down and designated each block or 
plot ot land in said city, and the separate lots, if any, into which the same 
shaU be subdivided, which separate blocks or plots and lots designated on 
said Land Register Index shaU correspond with the blocks and plots and lots 
in said city, as laid down on the maps kept for the purpose of assessing real 
estate tor taxation, which are herein and for the purposes of this act desig­
nated as the tax maps. 

The Land Register Index shaU be upon the general plan of numbei-ing the 
blocks and plots in said city consecutively, beginning with number one, to be 
assigned to some block in the lower part of the city, near the Battery, and 
proceeding northwards tn the numbering with such regularity in respect of 
contiguity as may be found convenient, so that each block or plot shall bear 
a separate number, and numbering the lots contained in each block or plot 
(when said block or plot shall be laid out in lots on said tax maps), consecu­
tively from number one onward tor as many numbers as there shaU be lots 
in the block or plot, assigning on such Land Register Index and maps a 
separate number to each lot. 

The word block used in this act designates a plot or parcel ot land, such as 
is conmionly so designated in the City of New York, embraced within the 
continuous Unes of bounding sti-eets. 

The word plot used in this act designates a parcel of land, such as is com­
monly so designated, situated in the district lying north of Harlem River, 
known as the annexed district, which is boimded by and embraced within 
the continuous Unes of bounding roads or streets or projected roads 
or streets. 

In the series of books constituting the Land Register Index a separate-
place shaU be assigned to each block or plot, contaming as many pages a s 
shall be deemed convenient and suitable, either with reference to the lots 
then existing or to the lots which may thereafter be laid out on said tax 
maps within the area of such block or plot, so that a separate page shaU be 
assigned to each lot existing at the time the Land Register shall be prepared, 
and a convenient number ot the pages assigned to such block or plot shall, 
at the outset, be left in blank for subsequent use as occasion may arise. 

The paging of the respective volumes of the Land Register Index shaU be 
continuous from one onward for as many pages as there shaU be in the 
volume, including those originally left blank. 

Prefixed to the portion of the index assigned to each block or plot there 
shall be a map of such block or plot specifying its number and showing 
separately the respective lots contained therein, if there be any sub division, 
into lots, with the location and dimensions of such lots respectively as laid 
down on the tax maps, and showing the numbering of the respective lots 
from one onward, as above described, which maps shaU be upon a scale 
sufficiently large to aUow of the making of alterations therein as herein 
provided for. 

At the head ot the page assigned to each lot there shaU be written or 

f irinted the Land Register number of the lot in substantially the form tol-
owing, viz.; 

Lot 5 (five). Block or Plot 10 (ten). 
Whenever, after the opening for use of the Land Register Index, a new 

lot or lots shaU be formed upon the tax maps, by reason of new division, 
consoUdation or other cause, a j a g e shall be assigned to each such new lot 
upon that portion of the Land Register Index assigned to the block or plot 
to which the same belongs, and such new lot or lots shall be numbered upon 
the Land Register Index in consecutive order next after the then highest 
number of the previously existing lots in the block or plot, or if there be no 
such previously existing lots then from one onward as said lots shall be laid 
down on the tex mapSj and at the head of the page assigned to each such 
new lot there shaU be written or printed the Land Register number thereof 
in substantiaUy like form as above prescribed tor the original lots in a 
block or plot, together with the date as of which such new lot is placed on 
the Land Register Index, and when such new lot or lots shaU be formed 
from previously existing lots a statement from what numbered lot or lots 
on the previously existing Land Register Index such new lot is formed, and 
there shall also be placed upon such page a diagram of such new lot showing 
the location and dimensions thereof as laid down on the tax maps, and 
among other things the distance at the street front ot each side ot the lot 
from the next comer of the block. 

The heading ot the page for a new lot as above provided for, irrespective 
of the diagram, may be substantiaUy in the form foUovring: 

Lot 70 (seventy), Block or Plot 10 (ten), placed on Land Register Index 
September 1, 1890, formed out of part of old Lots 16 (sixteen) and 17 (seven­
teen) same block. 

When a change shall be made upon the tax maps whereby a uew lot or 
lots shall be formed from previously existing lots or a previously existing 
lot an entry or entries shaU be made upon the page or pages of the Land 
Register Index theretofore appropriated to the lot or lots from or out of 
which such new lot or lots shall be formed, indicating that the registry 
account of tbe original lot to which such page was assigned is thenceforth 
closed and that the premises embraced in such original lot are embraced in 
the new lot or lots bearing the number or numbers which shaU be stated, 
which entry shall bear even date with the date of entry ot the new lot or 
lots on the Land Register Index and which enti-y upon the page assigned to 
the original lot shall be substantiaUy in the form foUowing: 

September 1, ls!)0. Registry account of this lot henceforth closed. Its 
area embraced in Lots 70 (seventy) and 71 (seventy-one) same block or plot. 

The foregoing provisions for closing the registry accomit of original lots, 
and entering t i e newly formed lots on the Land Register shall be applicable 
in all cases where the tax maps shaU be so changed as to form a new lot or 
lots, including, amoug others the case ot one lot t>eing divided into two, o r 
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of two lots being consolidated into one, or of a block or plot being newly 
laid out iu lots in whole or in part, and in all cases where a new lot or lots 
shall be formed on the tax maps from previously existing lots there shall be 
such ^closing of the original registi-y account of the original lot or lots 
which shaU be affected by the change, and such entry ot all the newly 
formed or chauged lots upon the Land Register; but where there shall be a 
change in the tax maps merely by correcting a previous incorrect statement 
of dimensions or distances, without the formation of any new lot or lots, it 
shall not be required to close the registry account or accounts of the lot or 
lots affected by the correction, or to open a new account or accounts there­
for, aud in such case entries shall be made upon the page assigned to such 
corrected lot and upon the page or respective jiages a.ssigned to such other 
lot or lots as shaU be affected in location or dimensions by such correction, 
showing distinctly the correctiou in dimensions or distances so made with a 
diagram of the lot as corrected, and proper note ot such correction 
shall liken-ise be made upon tbe before mentioned map of the block or plot 
prefixed to the portion of the index as.signed to such block or plot. 

Whenever a newly formed lot or lots shall be entered upon the Land 
Register of a block or plot as above provided, the before mentioned map ot 
the block or plot prefixed to the index of the block or plot as aforesaid shall 
have proper entries of such new lot or lots made thereon, and when such 
new lot or lots shall be formed from previously existing lots or a previously 
existing lot such entries shaU be made with the use of different colored ink 
or otherwise in such form and manner as distinctly to show the location and 
dimensions aud numbering of the newly formeti lots, and the discontinuance 
from the Land Register thenceforth of the superseded lot or lots. 

And if at any time the alterations on such maj) prefixed to the index of a 
block or plot shall have been so numerous and extensive as in the judgment 
ot the Superintendeut of the Land Register Index hereinafter mentioned to 
render it unsuitable and inconvenient to continue longer in practical use 
and for reference the map thus changeil and varied, there may be prepared 
by or under the direction of the said Su])erintendeiit a new map of the block 
or plot showing the several lots contoiued therein with their location, dimen­
sions and numbering at the time being, which shall be prefixed to the por­
tion of the Land Register Index assigned to such block or plot, to serve 
thenceforth and tor future use and reference and to stand and be in legal 
effect thenceforth in place and stead of the old map so deemed to be unsuit­
able aud inconvenient for future use, aud so from time to time whenever in 
the judgment of the said Superintendent such map ot the block or plot 
in current use shall have been subjected to such numerous and extensive 
changes as to render it unsuitable aud inconvenient to continue the same 
longer in practical use and for reference, but nevertheless in every such case 
the original or former map thus practicaUy superceded by a new one shall be 
still kept in place prefixed to such portion of tbe index appropriated to the 
block or plot so that it may be referred to in case of need. 

Whenever the page of the Land Register Index assigned to a lot shall have 
been so filled with entries as not to leave proper room tor further entries 
required to be made therein, the registry of that lot shall be carried forward 
to one of the blank pages left in tbe portion of the register assigned to the 
block and so trom time to time a.s occasion may requiie, and in such case an 
entry shall be made upon the t>rigiual î age which shall have been so filled 
with entries in suhstautially the following form, viz.: " Registry account 
of this lot carried forward to page 3411 of this volume," and in the page to 
which the registry of such lot shall be carried forward shall be wTitten or 
printed and placed whatever was at the head of the filled page, including 
the diagram, if any, together with an enti-y in substantiaUy the foUowing 
form; 

"Registry account of this lot brought forward from page 300 of this 
volume." 

The changes by this section directed to be made in the Land Register 
Index and accompanying maps in order to make the same conform to the 
changes in the tax maps shall be made as of and on or before the fu'st 
day of September in each year, or as of and on or before the second day 
of September where the first day of that month shall be Suuday, and 
such changes in the Land Register Index and maps as of and on or before 
each flrst or second day of September as aforesaid, shaU embrace aU such 
changes in the tax maps made during the twelve months ending on the 
fii-st day of June next preceding such first or second day ot September 
and such changes in the Land Register Index aud maps by this section 
provided for shall be made oiUy ouce a year as aforesaid and shall 
embrace all such changes for such preceding period of twelve months as 
aforesaid. And where, upon an instrmnent requiring to be indexed in the 
interval between the fifteenth day of July and the Hrst day of September 
in any year, the page of the Land Register Index appropriated thereto 
shall have an entry actuaUy made therein in pursuance ot the provisions 
ot this act, closing the registry account of said lot as of the first or 
second day of September of such year the instrument shall nevertheless 
be indexed on the said page and as against the lot as existing prior to such 
change made as of the first or second day ot September to which end 
the superintendent upon actually makmg prior to such first day of Sei> 
tember an entry closing the registry account of such lot as of the flrst 
or secoud day of September shall leave a proper space for such purpose. 

SEC. 3. Whenever by reason of opening a new street or road or widen­
ing, extending or altering an existing street or road in the City of New 
York or from any other cause, there shall be formed a new block or plot 
upon the tax maps ot said city, such new block or plot and the separate 
lots contained therein, if any, shall be entered by the Superiutendent of 
the Land Register upon the Land Register Index with an accompanyiug 
map prefixed in like manner, substantially aud as nearly as may be as herein 
provided in respect of the blocks existing at the time of the original prepar­
ation of the Land Register Index, which entry or entries of a new block or 
blocks, or plot or plots upon the Land Register Inde.x shall be made as of and 
on or previous to the first day of September in each year or the second day of 
September, where the first day of that month shall be Suuday, and shall 
embrace all such new blocks or plots formed upon the tax maps during the 
twelve months ending on the first day of June theu next preceding, and no 
entry of a newly formed block or plot shaU be made on the Land Register 
otiierwise than at or as of the period of the year above in this section pre­
scribed therefor. The new block or blocks and plot or plots entered yearly 
as aforesaid ou the Land Register Index shall receive a numbering thereon, 
which nmnbering shall follow in consecutive order the highest number fora 
block or plot on the maps and Laud Register as existing immediately pre­
vious thereto. Each newly formed block or plot entered ou tbe Laud Regis­
ter Index in pursuance of this section shall have assigned thereto on the 
register an appropriate separate place with a subdivision thereof, assigning a 
separate page to each lot contained thoj-eiu, aud a provision of blank pages in 
like manner as hereinbefore provided in respect of the original blocks aud 
plots and after the date of entry of such new block or plot upon the Ijaud 
Register Index, the provisions of this act relating to the blocks aud plots 
embraced in the Land Register as originally prepared herein designated as 
the original blocks and plots and to the respective lots contained therein, 
and relating to changes in such lots shall be equaUy applicable and in Uke 
manner as nearly as may be in relation to such newly entered blocks and 
plots and the lots embraced therein. 

In the entry of a new block or plot upon the Land Register under the 
provisions ot this section, an entry shall be made at the head of the page 
assigned to each lot embraced therein, if any, stating immediatelj' after the 
lot and block or plot number of the particular lot iu the uew block or 
plot in what block or plot and lot or lots the said lot was previously 
embraced, or if such lot was not previsously embraced whoUy in a lot or 
lots but partly or wholly in a street, road or other space such fact shall 
be properly stated, which entry shaU be substantially tn the form foUowing, 
so tar as appUcable; 

Lot 1 (one), Block or Plot 3,043 (tliree thousand and forty-two), toi-medout 

ot Lots 16 (sixteen) and 17 (seventeen) inlBlock or Plot 110 (one hundred and 
ten), aud out of part ot Canal street, adjoining Block or Plot 110 (one 
hundred and ten) or otherwise in such form as properly to show from 
what previously existing premises the said new lot is foi'med. 

And when any new block or plot is entered upon the Land Register in 
pursuance of this section an entry shall be made upon the page of the 
register assigned to each lot previously existing upon the register, which 
or part of which is embraced in such new block or plot, in like manner 
substantially and as nearly as may be prescribed in the second section of 
this act in relation to changes made in the lots contained in an original 
block, which entry may be as follows; 

"September 1, 18TO. Registry account of this lot henceforth closed. 
Its area embraced in Lots 16 (sixteen) and 17 (seventeen) in Block or Plot 3,042 
(three thousand and forty-two)." 

SEC. 4. When any changes shall be made upon the tax maps of the city 
ot New York, by the formation ot any new lot or lots, or block or blocks 
or plot or plots upon such maps or the discontinuance or new division or other 
alterr^tion of any existing lot or lots, or block or blocks or plot or plots 
up:n such maps, or by correcting the dimensions or location on such maps 
of any lot or lots represented or designed to be represented thereon, the 
Tax Commissioners shall give notice in wi-iting to the Superintenlent of 
the Land Register Index of all such changes, with such specification of 
particulars iu relation thereto as shall give to such Superintendent the 
information necessary to enable him so to change the Land Register 
Index and maps as to make the same conform to such changes in the 
Tax maps, but the said Superintendent for the purpose of making such 
changes shall likewise be entitled to full and tree access to and inspection 
of the tax maps. 

The notice to be given by the Tax Commissioners to the Superintendent 
ot the Laud Register Index, as by this section prescribed, shall be so given 
on or before the flrst day of July in each year, and shall embrace all such 
changes made in the tax maps during the twelve months ending on the 
first day of the next preceeding month ot June. 

Whenever the location or dimensions of any lot in the city of New York, 
as laid dow-n or designated upon the tax maps, shaU vary materially trom 
the location or dimensions of such lot as actually in possession and enclosed 
by walls and fences, or a wall and fence, and such possession and enclosure 
shall have existed for at least two years continuously next preceding the 
application next hereinafter provided for, the owner or owners ot such lot 
or their agent or attorney thereuiito duly authorized may make application 
in writing to the Tax Commissioners for correcting the tax maps so as to 
make the same conform to such actual possession and enclosure, accom­
panying such appUcation with an affidavit of such facts as are above men­
tioned as the basis or condition of such application, and likewise with a 
survey map made by one of tbe city surveyors showing the lot as actuaUy 
possessed and enclosed as aforesaid, with a note thereon specifyiug the vari­
ation or discrepancy in tbe tax maps, and upon receiving such application 
it shall be the duty of the Tax Commissioners to examine into the matter, 
and if they see fit they may require notice of such application to be given 
to the owners of the adjacent premises which would be affected by the alter­
ation, and it such discrepancy between the tax maps and the actual posses­
sion and enclosure by the owuer or owners making such application shall be 
found by them to exist they shall make such correction in the tax maps in 
respect of such lot as to make the same conform to such actual possession 
and enclosure thereof by the owuer or owners of the same, and in such case 
to make the proper corrections in the tax maps in respect of the location 
and dimensions of such other lot or lots as may be necessarily affected by 
the change so made. Nothing in this sectiou contained shall impair or 
affect the right of the Tax Commissioners to make corrections on the tax 
maps without such application as aforesaid. 

SEC. 5. There shall be an officer known as the " Superintendent of 
the Land Register of the city of New York." He shaU be appointed trom 
time to time by the Mayor of the city ot New York, aud the Chief Judges 
respectively of the Superior Court ot the city ot New York and-of the 
Court of Conunon Pleas of the city and county of New York, or a majority 
of them, and shaU hold his office for the term of five years from the time of 
his appointment and thereafter until a successor shall be appointed and 
qualify. He shall be a counsellor at law, who shaU have resided or prac­
tised as such in the city ot New York for at least five years next preceding 
his appointment. 

The first appointment of such officer shall be made within thirty days 
after the passage of this act. He shall receive a salai-y of not less than 
seven thousand dollars and not more than ten thousand dollars per year, 
to be paid by the city of New York in Uke manner as the fixed salaries of 
other officers of the city of New York are paid, and the amount of which 
salary, within the limits aforesaid, shiall be from time to time fixed by the 
Board of Estimate and Appcirtioiiiiu'nt of said city, but the amouutof which 
salary after it is once fixed shall not be varied so as to effect, during his 
term of office, the Superintendent holding the office at the time of such 
variation. 

The Superintendent shall appoint a deputy who shaU hold office during 
the pleasure of himself or his successor in the office of Superintendent, and 
untu a successor in such office of deputy shall be appointed aud qualify. 

Such Deputy Superintendent of the Laud Register shaU be one of the city 
surveyors and shall receive a salary at the rate of not less than five thous­
and dollars aud not more than seven thousand doUars per year, to be fixed 
by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment ot said city, and to be paid 
by the city of New York in like manner as the salary of the Superinten­
dent. Such deputy shall perform such duties of the Superintendent in his 
place and stead as the Superinteudeut shall from time to time prescribe or 
dii-ect, and in case of the death, disability or removal ot the Superiutendent, 
or of a vacancy in the office of Superintendent in anywise occurring, the 
Deputy Superintendent shall be acting Superintendent, and perform the 
duties of the office until the vacancy iu the office of Superiutendent shall be 
filled by the appoiiitiiieut of a new Superintendent and his (jualifying. 
WhUe thus performing the duties of acting Superintendeut, the Deputy Sup­
erintendent shall receive a salary for such period at the like rate as the then 
salary of the Superintendent, and to be paid by the city iu like manner 
instead of his salary as deputy for such period, and in such case the deputy 
acting as Superiutendent may appoint au assistant to perform during the 
time of his being such acting Superintendeut the Uke duties as those of 
Deputy Superintendent, and to receive salary for such period at the Uke 
rate a.s the theu salary of Deputy Superinteudeut, to be paid by the city in 
like manner. If at any time there shall be no Superinteudeut and no act-
ins; Superintendent of the Laud Register as aforesaid the duties of the office 
shall, until a Superintendent shaU be appointed and quality, be performed 
as far as need be by the Register of the city and couuty of New York, or 
by whomsoever shall be legally entitled to act as such Register, but no extra 
salary or compensation therefor shaU be aUowed to such Register or person 
legally authorized to act as such. 

The Superintendent of the Land Register shaU cause to be prepared, tmder 
his supervision, the Land Register Index and accompanying maps by this act 
provided tor, and after this act goes into operation he shall have the care 
and charge of such Land Register Index and maps, and shaU from time to 
time make or cause to be made, under his supervision, such alterations 
therein and additions thereto as by this act are provided for, and he shaU 
perform such other duties as are prescribed for him by this act, aud such 
other duties in relation to the Land Register Index, and the makiug or 
supervising of entries thereon as may be trom time to time provided by law. 

The Superintendent of the Land Register and the Deputy Superintendei.t, 
aud likewise the assistant in this section above provided for, whenever thera 
shall be one, shall receive siutoble aecommodatiou in the office of the Regis­
ter of the city and county ot New York tor the performance of theii- official 
duties respectively, and the Superintendent of the Land Register shall ba 
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allowed to have for assisting him in the performance ot his duties 
under this act such number of clerks not exceeding with such respec­
tive salaries not exceeding thousand doUars per year in the aggre­
gate as shall be fixed aud allowed by the Board of Estimate and Apportion­
ment. Such clerks shall be from time to time appointed by said Superin­
tendent and shall hold their offices during his pleasure. 

The necessary expenses of the Superintendent ot the Land Register in the 
performance of the duties incimibent upon him under this act shall be pro­
vided for and paid tu like manner as the expenses of the Register ot the 
city aud couuty of New York, payable out of the city ti-easury, are uow pro­
vided for and paid. 

SEC. 6. In order to entitle any instrument affecting real estate or chattels 
real situate in the city and county ot New York other than a power of 
attorney or satisfaction piece cf a mortgage to be recorded in the office of 
the Register of the said city and county after this act goes into effect, 
whether such instrument shall have been executed before or after the pas­
sage ot this act, the block or plot numbers upon the Land Register, in cases 
where such block or plot shall not be laid out iu lots, or where such block or 
plot shaU be laid out in lots the block or plot and lot numbers upon the Land 
Register of the premises affected or claimed to be affected thereby, shall be 
designated in both figures and words to said Register in the manner herein­
after provided, either in the body of such instrument or in the accompany­
ing insti-ument to be recorded therewith as herein provided or in such sepa­
rate but not accompanying insti-ument as hereinafter provided for in cases 
where such separate instrument is hereinafter allowed and provided for, to 
the end that the Register may cause the records ot such first above men-
tioued instrument, hereinafter caUed the chief instrument, to be indexed 
against the lot or lots or block or plot or blocks or plots upon the Land 
Register so designated. 

If such designation be contained in the body ot the chief instrument it 
shaU be in substantiaUy the foUowing form, namely: 

" This instrument is claimed to affect Lots (i (six) and 7 (seven) in Block or 
Plot 10 (ten) or Block or Plot 10 (ten) on the Land Register of the city of 
New York, and the indexing ot this in.strument is to be against those lots or 
that block or plot." 

If such designation be by an accompanying instrument such accompany­
ing instrument shaU be in writing under seal, and shall be endorsed upon 
or amiexed to the chief insti-ument or refer to and properly designate the 
same, which accompanying instrument shall, except as hereinafter otherwise 
provided, be executed by the party or one of the parties presenting for 
record the chief instrument or his or their agent or attorney, with its execu­
tion by such party or agent or attorney acknowledged or proved in like 
manner as legaUy requii-ed tor acknowledgment or proof of a deed which is 
to be recorded, and, except as hereinafter otherwise provided, shall be 
delivered to the Register at the time when the chief instrument is delivered 
to him for record, and recorded by the Register together with and imme­
diately after the record of the chief instrumeut. 

Such accompanying instrument shall be in substantiaUy the foUowing 
form as nearly as may be: 

" I, the undersigned A B, ot the city ot New York (or I, the undersigned 
A B, ot the city of New York, as agent or attorney of C D, ot the same 
city), do hereby claim that the within (or annexed) instrument or a certain 
instrument properly designating it, being a deed (or mortgage or whatsoever 
it may be), dated January 1, 1885, from A B and others to C D and others, 
affects Lots 6 (six) and 7 (seven) in Block 10 (ten) or Block or Plot No. 
on the Land Register of the city of New York, and request that the index­
ing of the said instrument be made against such lot or lots, block or blocks, 
plot or plots. 

" In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this day 
of , eighteen hundred and eightj'-six." 

The said in.strument in chief shall be indexed against the lot or lots or the 
block or plot (in cases where such block or plot shaU not be laid out into 
lots) which shaU have been designated to the Register as aforesaid as the 
premises claimed to be affected thereby, and the record of the iasti-unieut 
shaU not be effectual by way of notice to subsequent purchasers in respect 
of any other real estate than that embraced within the lot or lots or block 
or plot designated as aforesaid for the indexing thereof, but in respect of 
such other premises the effect of the said instrument in chief, if by its 
terms, other than the specifications as aforesaid of the lot or lots, block or 
plot on the Land Register affected therebj', it shall have or be entitled to 
any effect tn respect of such other premises, shall be that of an unrecorded 
deed or other instrument such as it may be, and the failure to record or 
Index the instrument as against or in respect ot premises affected thereby 
other than the lot or lots or block or plot on the Land Register designated 
as aforesaid for the indexing thereof shall not, in respect of subsequent pur­
chasers of such other premises, impair or alter the legal effect of actual notice 
or of circumstances having like legal effect as actual notice to them ot such 
insti-umeut in chief, which shaU be so as aforesaid in legal effect unrecorded 
as against such other premises because of failure so to index the same, 
except that the record of the instrument shall not be constructive notice in 
respect of the premises agamst which there shaU be such taUm-e to index 
the same. 

The indexing of the instiument in chief as against the lot or lots, block 
or plot on the Land Register designated as aforesaid for the indexing 
thereof shaU be by making a note thereof on the page or respective pages 
of the Land Register assigned to the lot or respective lots, or to the block 
or plot tn cases where said block or plot sbaU not be laid out in lots 
affected thereby, stating the parties to such insti-ument, or where there are 
several parties on the same side the name ot one of them with the addition 
of the words "and others," or the words "and another," the date ot the 
instrumeut (if there be one), the date ot its record and the book and page 
where recorded, which note in the case ot an ordinary deed may be in the 
form foUowing: 

1 

ORANTOB. 1 GRANTEE. 

A. B. and 1 C. D. and 
others. ' another. 

NATURE OF 
INSTRUMENT. 

Deed. 

DATE. 
n A T E OF 
REOORD PLACE OF RECORD. 

Uber 1,800, p. 200. 

Notwithstanding, a chief instrument presented for record may contain a 
specification ot the lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots on the Land 
Register claimed to be affected thereby, there may be deUvered to the 
Register, when the same is delivered to him for record, such accompanying 
instrument as aforesaid, specifying any additional lot or lots, block or 
blocks, plot or plots on the Land Register as claimed to be affected thereby, 
and in such case the insti-ument in chief shall be indexed as well against 
such additional lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots, as against the lot or 
lots, block or blocks and plot or plots specified in such chief instrument. 

Where the Register shaU flnd that the registry accovmt of any lot against 
which he shall have been dn-ected in either of the methods in this act 
specified to index an instrument had been previously closed so as not to 
admit the same to be so indexed he shall, instead thereof, index the instru­
ment against the lot or lots to which shall have been carried tn pursuance 
ot this act the registry account lot the lot or lots tn respect ot which there 
shall be from such cause inabiUty to index the instrument in accordance 
with the direction, stating in such entry in the index the time ot its being 
actually made, and such indexing shall be of Uke legal effect as of and from 
the time when it shaU be actuaUy made as if it had been properly dii-ected 
at the time when actuaUy entered, but not previously thereto. 

Any person tn possession of an insti-ument in chief already recorded and 
indexed in pursuance of this act who shaU desire to have the same indexed 
against any lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots as being affected 
thereby other than the lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots theretofore 
designated to the Register as aforesaid for the indexing thereof, shaU be 

entitled to have such instrument re-recorded and indexed against such 
additional lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots upon the delivering to 
the Register to be again recorded such instrument in chief, with an accom­
panying instrument specifying the additional lot or lots, block or blocks, 
plot or plots claimed to be affecte-d thereby and requesting the indexing 
thereof against such additional lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots, 
which accompanying instrument shall be iu substantially like form as 
hereinbefore provided foran ins-trumentto accompany the original instru­
ment upon its delivery tor record, with the addition thereto of the state­
ment that such instrument in chief has been already i-ecorded, specifying 
the book and page of such record and indicating that the instrument in 
chief is to be again j-ecorded with the purpose ot being indexed against 
such other lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots as additional. And 
thereupon the Register shall again record such instrument in chief and 
index the same again.st the additional lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or 
plots directed by such accompanying instrument in like manner 
and such record and indexing thereof shall have like effect by 
way of I'onstructive notice to subsequent purchasers of such additional 
lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots as if the said insti-um«nt iu chief 
had not been previously recorded. 

Any person interested as owner, mortgagee, lessee or otherwise, 
in any lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots affected by 
any instrument in chief theretofore recorded and indexed in said 
Register's office imder or in pui-suance ot this act, the designated 
indexing whereof shall not have embraced such lot or lots, block 
or blocks, plot or plots wherein such person shaU be so interested 
shaU be entitled to have such insti-ument in chief already recorded 
as aforesaid indexed against such lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or 
plots wherein such person shall be so interested without deUvering to the 
Register to be again recorded such instrument tn chief, upon delivering to 
the said Register an instrument in writing under seal and with such veri­
fication as hereinafter provided (which is hereinafter designated as the 
supplementary instrument), stating that such person is interested as owner, 
mortgagee, lessee or otherwise in such lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or 
plots, specifying the Land Register number or numbers thereof, and claims 
that such previously recorded instrmnent designating the same as herein­
after provided for affects such lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots, and 
desires and requests to have the same indexed against such lot or lots, block 
or blocks, jilot or plots, but is not in possession of or is unable to deliver to 
the Register to be again recorded such previously recorded intrument, 
which supplementary insti-ument shaU be in substantiaUy the following 
form as nearlj' as may be; 

" I, the imdersigned, A.B.,of the city of New York (or, I the undersigned, 
A. B. ,ot the city of New York, as agent or attorney of C. D. of the same city), 
do hereby claim that a certain instrument recorded in the office of the 
Register of the city and county of New York in liber 1,900 ot conveyances, 
pages 10, &c., being a deed (or mortgage or whatsoever it maybe) dated 
January 1, 1885, from E. F. and otbers to G, H. and others, aSfects Lots 
6 (six) and 7 (seven) in Block 10 (ten) on the Land Register ot the cit)- ot New 
York, although the same has not been indexed or directed to be indexed 
against the same, and I hereby declare that I am (or that the said C. D. 
is) Interested as owner (or as part owner or as lessee or as mortgagee or in 
any other manner to be specified generaUy) in said Lots 6 (six) and 7 
(seven), and that I desire and request (or that I, on behalf of said CD.,desire 
and request) that the above mentioned insti'umeut recorded in the book 
and on the pages above nientioueil shall be indexed against the said Lots 6 
(six) and 7 (seven) in Block IU (ten) on the Land Register ot the city of New 
York, and I further declare that I am (or that the said C, D. is) unable to 
deUver to the Register to be again recorded the above mentioned instru­
ment heretofore recorded in liber 1,900 of conveyances, pages 10, &c., 
because the said intrimient is not in my possession nor under my control 
(or, if the instrument is executed by an agent or attorney, because the said 
insti-ument is not in my possession or under my control, nor, as I am informed 
and vei-Uy believe, in the po.ssession nor under the control of the said 
C. D.). 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 
day of eighteen hundred and eighty-six. 

The execution of said supplementary instrument shall be acknowledged 
or jiroved in like manner as legally required for acknowledgments or proof 
of a deed which is to be recorded, and there shall be subjoined to such sup­
plementary instrument an affidavit of the ].)ei'son executing the same, sworn 
before an officer authorized to take affidavits, which shall be substantiaUy 
in the form and to the effect foUowing, namely: 
Cifii and Countij of New York, s s. .-

I, the above named A. B., being duly sworn, do depose and say that the 
foregoing ai>i)lication is made in good faith, and in the belief that the instru-
iKcnt therein mentioned affects the lot (or lots) against which the same is 
thereby requested to be indexed, and that thejforegoing statement, in respect 
of inabiUty to deliver the said instrument to the Register to be again 
recorded and the rea.son of such inabUity, is correct and true, as above 
set forth. 
Sworn before me this [ 

day ot 1886. | 
Upon receiving such supplementary insti-ument so authenticated and veri­

fied the Register shall record the same, including the certificate of proof or 
acknowledgment and the verification in the set of books appropiated to the 
recording of instrimients of the class of the said previously recorded instru­
meut thereui mentioned and shaU forwith index the said previously recorded 
institunent against the lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots specified for 
that purpose iu said supplementary instrument, and from the time of the 
deUvery to the Register for record of such supplementai-y tnsti-ument the 
said previously recorded instrument shall have the like effect by w-ay of 
constructive notice to subsequent purchasers of the lot or lots, block or 
blocks, plot or plots against which the said previously recorded instrumeut 
shaU by such supplementary instrmnent be requested to be indexed as if the 
said previously recorded instrument had been duly recorded and duly 
indexed against such lot or lots, block or blocks, plot or plots specified for 
the purpose in said supj ileinentary instrument at the time of the deli very of 
such supplementary instrument to the Register to be recorded. The fee of 
the Register for recording such supplementary instnunent shaU be flve 
doUars. The fee of the Register for recording an accompanying instrument 
shaU be the same as if it were a deed, and the Register's fee for indexing 
under this act shaU be twenty-five cents for each separate lot or block or 
plot against which such indexing shall be. 

SEC. 7. One of the duplicate sets of books, with accompanying maps by 
this act required to be prepared and kept iu the office ot the said Register, 
shall be appropriated to the indexing of conveyances absolute tn their terms 
and not intentfed as mortgages or as secm-ities in the nature of mortgages, 
including all the instnmients recorded in the books commonly called the 
Ixjoks of convej-ances, and the other of the said duplicate sets of books, with 
accompanj-ing maps, shall be appropriated to the indexing ot mortgages and 
securities in the nature of mortgages, including all the instruments recorded 
in the books commonly caUed the books ot mortgages, and all the provisions 
of this a?t relating to the Land Register Index, and the keeping and main­
taining the same and the making of alterations therein, and the accompany­
ing maps upon or tn consequence of the formation ot new lots, or blocks or 
plots or changes in lots, or blocks or plots or other changes in the tax maps, 
and the making ot entries in the Land Register Index, shall be appUcable as 
far as property may be to both the said dupUcate sets of books, with accom­
panying maps, so that the two different classes of instruments in this section 
above mentioned shall be indexed respectively in only that one of the said 
dupUcate sets of books appropriated to the "class to which the same shaU 
belong. 

The said two sets of books shall be clearly and appropriately distingushad 
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upon their face and by lettering upon the back of the books so as to 
show that the one is the Index of conveyances and the other of mort^ 
gages. 

The enti-y of an ordinary mortgsige in the Land Register Index appro­
priated to mortgages may be substantially as follows: 

MORT-
0 .1G0R. 

A. B. and 
another. 

MORT­
GAGEE. 

C. D. 

NATURE OP 
INSTRU­
MENT. 

Mortgage. 

DATE OF 
RECORD. 

I 

PLACE OF 
RECORD. 

Lib. Page. 

WHEN DIS­
CHARGED OF 

RECORD. 

Where the insti-ument to be indexed is a mortgage created by deed aud 
defeasance, or is an assignment of a mortgage or other instrument which 
cannot be appropriately indexed in the form above in this section specified, 
the same shall be indexed in some appropriate form so as to indicate what 
it is, stating alw-ays the place aiul ilate of recttrd. 

Whenever a mortgage indexed on the Land Register of mortgages shaU 
have been discharged of record, a note of the fact of such discharge, with 
the date thereof, shall be made in the appropriate place therefor in the index 
thereof by or under the direction of the said Superintendent. 

SEC. 8. It shaU be the duty of the said Register on receivuig any instru­
ment for record forthwith to enter on the book commonly called the 
Tickler a memoraudum of the block or plot aud lot number specified in 
such insti-ument, or in the accompanying certificate, the name of the grantor 
and the day of record, and he shall within thirty days thereafter cause such 
entry or eiitries to be made in the Land Register Index as are by this act 
requu-ed, aud the said Superinteudeut shaU see that the said entries ou said 
Index are properly made within said period of thirty days. 

SEC. 9. In addition to the certificate of record now required by law to be 
endorsed by the Register upon any instrument recorded by him there shall 
also be endorsed upou any such instrument a certificate of the said Superin­
tendent to the effect that said instnunent has been diUy entered on the Land 
Register Index, stating the date of such entry aud the block or plot aud lot 
uumber or nmnbers in said Index as to which such entry or entries is or are 
made. 

SEC. 10. The Superinteudeut of the Laud Register at the same time when 
he shall cause to be prepared the duplicate indices to be k^pt in the office 
of the said Register as by this act provided, shall likewise cause ts be pre-
pai-ed a triplicate of such set of books constituting the Land Register with 
accompanying maps, to be deUvered to the Couuty Clerk of the city aud 
countj- of New York, aud to be thereafter kept iu said Couuty Clerk's office, 
and to be known as the Land Register Index of Liens, which tripUcate set 
shall be in like forms as nearly as properlj' maj' be as the said two sets of 
books to be kept in the Register's office, e.xcept that it shaU be properly dis-
tingiusbed from them ou its face and bj' lettering upon the back of the 
books so as to show that it is the Land Register Index of Liens, and the 
Superintendent ot the Land Rei<ister shall on or before the flrst day of Julj-, 
eighteen himdred and eighty-six, deliver to the Clerk of the city and coimty 
of New York, to be kept in his office and used tor the purposes in this act 
provided, the tripUcate set of books by this section above reqiured to be 
prepared. 

Whenever the annual changes bj' this act retiuired to be made in the Laud 
Register Index kept iu the Register's office, upon or iu consequence of for­
mation of new lots, blocks or plots, or changes iu lots, blocks or plots, or 
other changes iu the tax maps, shall be made iu the indices kept in the Reg­
ister's office, corresponding changes shall be made by or under the direction 
and superintendence of the Superiutendent of the Land Register iu the Land 
Register Index of Liens kept in the Coimty Clerk's office, on or as of the 
first day of September in the j-ear when such changes in the Land Register 
Index iu the Register's office shall be made, to the end aud uitent that each 
lot or each plot or block, not subdivided into lots as existing on the tax 
maps at the time being, shall have assigned to it its appropriate separate 
place, and bear the same lot and block or plot number in the said Land 
Register indices kept iu the Register's aud County Clerk's offices respec­
tively, and to this end the Superintendent of the Land Register shaU have 
such care aud charge ot the Laud Register Index of Liens kept in the Comity 
Clerk's office with the right to such accommodation in the County Clerk's 
office as he shall reasonably require for the purpose of making or causing 
to be made such changes in the Land Register Inde.x of Liens as shall make 
the same conform as aforesaid to the indices in the Register's office, which 
changes in the Land Register Index of Liens it is hereby made the duty ot 
the Superintendeut of the Land Register to make or cause to be made. 

But tho duty of indexing or making or supervising entries of particular 
Uens iu the Laud Register Index of Lieus shall rest upon the County Clerk 
and uot upon the Superintendent of the Land Register. 
• SEC. 11. Any notice of lis pendens, certfficates of Sheriff's or Marshal's 

sales and of foreclosure by advertisement which shall be filed in the office 
of said County Clerk after this act shall go into operation shall contain a 
designation of the premises claimed to be alfected thereby by the block and 
lot number on said Land Register Index of Liens, or the block or plot 
number iu cases when such block or plot shall uot be laid out in lots and 
shall be indexed against such lot or lots, block or plot on the appropriate 
page of the Lan<l Register Index, and the fuing of such notice ot lis pendens, 
certiflcate ot Sheriffs or Marshal's sale, or of foreclosure by advirtisement, 
shaU not be effectual as against subsequent purchasers in respect of any 
premises other than the premises so designated by block and lot or block or 
plot numbers as aforasaid. 

SEC. 12. Whenever the original instrument so to be ffied shaU not desig­
nate by proper description the lot or lots, block or plot claimed to be affected 
thereby, any partj' claiming the benefit of such instrument, or his attorney, 
may at any time afterwards ffie a certificate sigued and acknowledged by 
him referring to the original instrument, having a certified copy of such 
original instrument annexed thereto and coutainiug a proper description by 
the block and lot number, or by the block or plot number wheu not divided 
into lots, so claimed to be affected, and may file such certified copy and cer­
tificate with said County Clerk, who shaU thereupon enter the same in the 
Land Register Index of Lieus in the same manner as is provided in the fore­
going section, and such original instrument shall affect such lot or lots, 
block or plot only from the time ot such last-mentioned entry. 

SEC. 13. Whenever any notice, lien or instrument filed as above provided 
shall have been cancelled, vacated or otherwise discharged, a note ot the 
fact of such cancellation, vacation or discharge, with the date thereof, or ot 
any order tor such cancellation, vacation or discharge, shall be made in tbe 
appropriate place therefor in the index thereof by said County Clerk. 

SEC. 14. There shaU be a volume of the Land Register Index to be known 
as and herein designated the Alphebetical Volume, which shall be de­
voted to the indexing ot instruments relating to wharves, piers and bulk­
heads and wharfage rights and such other real property, if auy, as shall not 
be embraced within the bounds ot any lot or block or plot on the Land 
Register. AU the insti-uments appropriate to be indexed in the Alphabetical 
Volume shall be dii-ected to be so indexed and shall be therein indexed 
alphabsticallj' against the party, aud all the provisions ot this act shaU be 
applicable as far and as nearly as may be to such instruments, and the 
indexing and directions tor indexing the same and the effect ot the omission 
such direction. 

There shaU be a corresponding Alphabetical Volume in the Land Register 
of Liens and all such instruments tUed in the County Clerk's office as by 
this act are requti-ed to be indexed against the property affected thereby, 
shall in case such property shall be a wharf, pier, bulkhead or whai-fage 
right or other real property not embraced within the bounds of any lot or 
block or plot in the Land Register of Liens be du-ected to be indexed in 
Buoh Alpnabetioal Volume and shaU be accordingly so indexed alphabeticaUy 

against the party, and all the provisions ot this act shall be applicable as 
for and as nearly eis may be to such instruments, and the indexing and 
directions for indexing the same and the effect of the omission ot such 
direction. 

SEC. 15. This act shall go into operation on the flrst day of September, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six, but it shall be absolutely the duty ot the 
Superintendent of the Land Register to complete or cause to be completed 
on or before the first day of July, eighteen huudred and eightj'-six, the 
triplicate indices with accoinpauying maps hereinbefore provided for, and 
on or before the said first day of July to deposit in the office of the Register 
of Deeds of the city and county ot New York the two sets of said books with 
accompanying maps constituting the Land Register Index, to be there 
kept as piibUc records open to public inspection and examination, and like­
wise on or before the said flrst day of July to deUver to the County Clerk of 
the city aud county of New York the tripUcate set of said books with accom-
panj-ing maps constituting the Land Register Index of Liens as above pro­
vided to be there kept as public records open to public inspection and 
examination. 

And upon so depositing in the Register's office the said Land Register 
Index the Superintendent of the Land Register shall deposit therewith a 
suitable number (not less than one thousand copies) of a printed pamphlet 
index to said Land Register, made up tn such form as conveniently and 
easily to show what pages and of what volume ot the Land Register Index 
are appropriated to each block or plot in said city, of which pamphlet index 
anj' person applying therefor shall be entitled to receive a copy from the 
Register upon paying fitty cents therefor, and if tbe number ot copies first 
furnished as aforesaid shall be thus exhausted the Superintendent of the 
Land Register shall cause to be printed such additional number thereof as 
he may deem requisite for supplying the demand therefor. 

Not less than ten copies ot said pamphlet shall always be kept tn said 
Register's office, accessible to public inspection in Uke maimer as other 
public records. 

Upon the making <tf the chauges iu the Land Register Index on or as of 
the first day of Si-pteniher iu each year, as above by this act provided for, 
the Superintendent of the Land Register shall ou or before said first day of 
September prepare aud deposit iu the office of the Register of Deeds not less 
than one thousand copies of a printed pamphlet index of the changes made 
on or as of such first day ot September so made up as conveniently and 
easily to show what new blocks or plots, it any, have been in such year 
added to the Register, with the boundaries thereof or some other designation 
ot the same and the numbers assigned thereto respectively, and what blocks 
ot plots, if anj-, have been changeil or had their accounts closed on the 
Register, with the numbers aud boundaries or location of such blocks or 
plots respectively, of which printed pamphlet at least ten copies shall be kept 
in the Register's office as public records open to public inspection, and 
printed copies of the same shall likewise be supplied bj' the Register to aU 
persous wh" may apjily therefor for a charge of tweuty-five cents each. 

In ca.se the Superiutendent of the Land Register shall not complete and 
deposit in the office of the Register and County Clerk respectively by the 
fu-st day of July, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, the tripUcate sets of the 
Land Rei;ister Index with accompanying maps by this act required to be 
so deposited, the Register shall give public notice ot such failure bj' pub­
lishing the same for ten days in the City Record, and in such case this act 
shall not go into operation uutil the sixtieth daj' after the first publication 
in the City Record by the Register of a public notice stating that the trip­
licate sets ot the Land Register Index provided for by this act have been 
comjileted aud deposited in the office of the Register and County Clerk, 
respectively, and specifying the day when this act shall go into operation, 
which shall be such sixtieth daj' as aforesaid, which notice it shaU be the 
duty of the Regkter to have published iu the City Record for ten days. 

In case of such failure of the Superintendent of the Land Register to 
complete aud deposit in the Register's and County Clerk's offices, respect­
ively, by the flrst day of July, eighteen huucb-ed and eighty-six, the said 
ti-iplicate sets of the Land Register Index with accompanying maps as afore­
said, the said Superintendent shall forfeit his salary and compensation for 
the period betw-een said first day of July aud the expiration of sixty days 
trom the time when said triplicate sets of the Land Register Index shaU 
have been completed and deposited in the Register's and County Clerk's 
offices, respectively. 

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE LIEN OF JUDGMENTS AND DECREES AND 

FORFEITED RECOGNIZANCES UPON REAL ESTATE AND CHATTELS 

REAL IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

The People of the Slate of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows : 

SECTION 1. No judgment recovered after this act goes into operation, 
aud no judgment which shall not have been docketed in the office ot the 
Clerk of the city and countj' of New York before this act goes into oper­
ation, although the same may have been before that time recovered, shaU 
be a Uen upou anj' real estate or chattels real situate in the city and county 
ot New York, imless nor iintU, in addition to the docketing or filing of a 
transcript of the docket of the same in the office of the Clerk of the said 
city and comity as now required by law, the same shaU be indexed in pur­
suance ot the provisions ot this act upou the Laud Register ot Liens kept 
in the office of the Clerk of the said city and county, which indexing shall, 
except as otherwise provided by the flfth section of this act, be made by 
entering upon the page or respective pages of the said Land Register Index 
of Liens appropriated to the lot or lots or block or blocks or plot or plots 
upou which or in respect of a leasehold or other real interest in which the 
lien is claimed or desired to be createil, a note of the date and amount of 
such judgment, the parties thereto properly designating them, the court in 
wliich recovered, and the time of docketing the same, and the time of flling 
the transcript thereof in the office ot the Clerk of the said city and county, 
if the judgment shall not have been originaUy docketed with said Clerk, 
and the day, hom- and minute at or as of which such entry thereof on the 
Land Register Index of Liens shaU be made, and the Uen thus created shaU 
commence at the time at or as of which such indexing thereof upon the 
Land Register of Liens shall be so made, and shall expire at the expiration 
ot the ten years or other time from the recoverj' of the judgment which is 
or may be by law prescribed in that behalf, and shall so far as respects real 
estate and chattels real situate in the city and county of New York extend 
only to the property agaiust which the same shall be so indexed, but it 
shall be permitted, after a judgment is indexed against particular propertv, 
to index it against other property from time to time as may be desired. 

SEC. 2. In order to require or authorize the indexing of a judgment against 
any particular property in pursuance of the first section of this act there shall 
be ffied in the office ot the Clerk of the said city and county an instrumeut 
hereinafter desigiuated claim of judgment Uen, which shaU contain such 
particulars in respect of the said judgment as are by said first section 
required to be entered on the Land Register of Liens, and shall state that 
Uen is claimed under said judgment upon the particular lot or lots or block 
or blocks or plot or plots on the Land Register or a leasehold or other real 
interest therein against which the same is desired to be indexed, designating 
the same by the lot and block or plot numbers or number upon the Laud 
Register of Liens, and shaU request such Indexing thereof, and shaU be sub­
scribed by or on behalf of the holder of such judgment or his attorney. 
Upon the filing of such claim of judgment Uen, the Clerk ot said city and 
county shall endorse thereon the day, hour and minute ot the ffiing thereof, 
and the indexing of such judgment shaU be made by said Clerk without 
delay, in the manner hereinbefore directed against the lot or lots or block 
or blocks or plot or plots, respectively, so directed, and such indexing shaU be 
made as of and take effect trom the time of such filing, provided that and in 
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so far as the indexing ot such j udgmen t in the proper place or places on t h e 
Land Register ot Liens shall be actuaUy made within three days from the 
t ime ot such filing. If not made vrithin such three days the indexing thereof 
shall take effect and create the Uen only from the t ime ot the 
actual mak ing of the proper e n t r y upon the Laud Register of 
Liens, bu t in case of failure to index the judgmen t as directed by such claim 
of j udgmen t lien within such three days from the filing thereof the Clerk 
of said city aad county shall be Uable to pay a penal ty of two hundred aud 
flfty dollars to the p a r t y who shall have requested such indexing to be made 
and shall also be responsible to such pa r ty for the damages by htm sustained 
b y reason of such neglect ot said Clerk. The said Clerk shaU be enti t led to 
receive from the p a r t y flling such claim of judgmen t lien a fee of twenty-
five cents and teu cents addit ional tor each lot, block or plot more t h a u one 
agains t which the j udgmen t sbaU be directed to be indexed. 

The said c la im of j udgmen t Uen m a y be in substantiaUy the foUowing 
form: 

NAME OF 
JUDGMENT 

DEBTOR. 

A. B. 

NAME OF 
JUDGMENT 
CREDITOR. 

C. D. 

COURT IN 
WHICH JUDG­
EMENT RECOV­

E R E D . 

New York Su­
perior Court. 

AMOUNT 
OF JUDGMENT. 

$2,050.75. 

DATE OF ORIG-
INAL DOCKET­

ING. 

Jan. 1, 1887. 

DATE OF FIL­
ING TRANS­

C R I P T IN CITY 
OF NEW YORK. 

Jan. 2, 1887, 11 
h. 80ni., A.M. 

The judgmen t above mentioned is claimed to be a lien on Lots 6 a n d 7, 
in Block 20 on the L a n d Register of Liens, and the Clerk ot the ci ty and 
county of New Y o r k is requested to index the same agains t those lots. 

J a n u a r y 2, 1887. E . F . , 
A t to rney to r J u d g m e n t Creditor. 

The Clerk of said city and coimty shall immediately upon the filing of a n y 
such claim of judgmen t lien make a note thereof upon a memorandmu book 
or tickler, s ta t ing the lot and block or plot n u m b e r or n u m b e r s against 
which the indexing is directed, and the date 'ot the filing ot the claim and the 
n a m e of the judgment creditor, which memorandum shall be kept tn convey-
ient form so as readi ly and easUy to show all the entr ies therein for a n y 
continuous four days. 

A t all t imes an y person applj-ing therefor dm-ing office hours shall be 
enti t led to full and t ree inspection, wi thout tee orlcharge therefor, of all the 
entries made in such m e m o r a n d u m book or t ickler du r iug the four days 
then nex t preceding, and shall be Ukewise entitled, w i thou t fee or charge, to 
be informed by the Clerk whether there a re any , and , if so, wha t clauns of 
j udgmen t Uens ffied du r ing the cu r ren t day and not yet entered on the 
tickler. The Clerk shall likewise be bound to make, certify aud r e t u r n 
for thwith , upon request o t any person appljdng therefor, a search for four 
days then nex t preceding tor filed claims ot judgmen t lien not yet entered 
on the Land Register ot Liens affecting any lot or lots or block or blocks or 
plot or plots on the said Land Register ot Liens specified in the requisition 
for a tee of five cents for each separate lot or block or plot so searched 
against . 

S E C . 3. Evei-y judgmen t which, a t the t ime when this ac t shaU go into 
operat ion, shaU be a Uen upon a n y real estate or chat tels real s i tuate in the 
ci ty and county ot New Y o r k shall, a t the expii-ation ot six months from 
the t ime when this ac t shall go into operat ion, cea.se to be such lien unless, 
before the expirat ion of such six months , the same shall be uidexed as pro­
vided by the first and second sections of this ac t aga ins t the proper ty upon 
which Uen, under and tn v i r tue of, said judgmen t is claimed and desired to be 
kept in force, and the ])rovisions ot the said first and second sections shall be 
applicable in respect of such indexing a n d the effect thereof, and the t ime 
of cont inuance of the Uen save oiUy t h a t b y means of such indexing within 
the six mon ths the original Uen ot the j u d g m e n t .=hall be preserved as con­
t inuous t rom the t ime when i t was created pr ior to this ac t going into 
operat ion, so far as respects the proper ty agains t which the same shall be 
so mdexed wi thin such six months , bu t not as respects a n y other real estate 
or chattels real w i thin the said city and county ot New York . 

A n y such judgment as in this section above referred to m a y be indexed 
after the expirat ion of such six months agains t auy proper ty upou which 
Uen, under and iu v i r tue thereof, is claimed or desired to be created, iu Uke 
m a n n e r and with Uke eft'ect as prescribed by the first a n d second sections of 
this ac t in respect of judgment s recovered after this ac t shall go into opera­
tion, and the provisions of said flrst and second sections shall iu such case 
and in respect of the p roper ty upon which the Uen is created bj- such index­
ing, af ter the exiiiration of the stx months , be applicable thereto, as far as 
m a y be in like manner , as if such j u d g m e n t had been recovered af ter the 
going into operation of this act. 

S E C . 4. The t e rm judgmen t as used in this ac t includes all judgments and 
decrees or sentences for the paymen t of money made or rendered by Sur ro­
gates or Surrogates ' Courts , and aU forfeited recognizances, as weU as aU 
other judgments o r decrees const i tu t ing or which m a y const i tute Uens on 
real estate or chat tels real . 

S E C . 5 . W h e r e the p roper ty upon which Uen unde r the j u d g m e n t i s claimed 
or desired to be created shall be a t i t le to or interest in a wharf, jjier, bidk-
heatl or wharfage r ight or other real p roper ty , if any such there shall be, no t 
embraced withui the bounds of any lot or block or plot on the Land Register 
of Liens, the inde.xing of such judgment s shall be made in the Alphabet ical 
Volume of the Land Register ot Liens alphabet ical ly agains t the judgmen t 
debtor , and all the provisions of this ac t shall be applicable as far and as 
near ly as m a j ' be to such indexing and the effect thereof, and the direction 
therefor, and the necessity of and the effect of omission of such indexing. 

S E C . 6. The form of executions agains t p roper t j ' issued to the Sheriff of 
the city and comity of New Y o r k after this ac t shall go in to operat ion 
shall be al tered from tha t now prescribed by law, so t ha t instead ot cUrect-
ing the j udgmen t to be satisfled out ot the real p roper ty belonging to the 
judgmen t debtor a t the t ime when the j udgmen t was docketed in the Clerk's 
office of the countj ' , or a t any t ime thereafter , i t shall d i rect the same to be 
satisfled out of tbe real p roper ty of the j u d g m e n t debtor , subject to the lien 
ot said judgment . And i t the p a r t y issuing such execution shall desire t ha t 
the Sheriff' shall sell any real p iope r ty under such execution, he shaU a t 
least ten days before tho r e tu rn day ot the e.xecution furnish to the Sheriff 
a specification of the lot and block or plot number on the Land Register ot 
the proper ty claimed to be subject to the Ueu of said judgment . 

S E C . 7. This ac t shall go into operat ion a t the same t ime t h a t the ac t in 
relation to the recording, filing and indexing ot insti-uments affecting the 
ti t le to real estate in the .city ot New Y o r k , passed , shaU 
go into operat ion as prescribed by the sectiou of t h a t act . 

A N A C T IN RELATION TO MORTGAGES TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 
LOANING CERTAIN MONEYS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE COUNTY 
o r NEW YORK. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem­
bly, do enact as follows: 

S E C T I O N 1. Evei-y mor tgage hereafter taken b y the Commissioners for 
loaning certain moneys ot the Uni ted States for the count j ' of New Y o r k 
under " A n Ac t aulhor iz ing a loan ot cer ta in moneys belonging to the 
Uni ted States deposited wi th the S ta te of New Y o r k for safe keeping," 
passed Apri l 4th, 1837, and the several acts amenda to ry thereof shaU oe 
acknowledged or proved and certified, so as to enti t le the same to be 
recorded, and the same shall be recorded in the office of the Register of the 
city and county of New Y o r k in the same m a n n e r as other mor tgages a re 
required to be recorded, and every such mor tgage not so recorded shall be 
void as against a n y subsequent purchaser in good faith and for a valuable 

consideration of the same real estate or a n j ' por t ion thereof, whose convey­
ance shaU be first duly recorded, and such mor tgages shall be subject in 
like m a n n e r as o ther mor tgages to any law or laws which, a t the t ime 
being, m a y exist in relat ion to the indexing of mortgages. A t the t ime of 
the execution of the said mor tgage the bor rower shaU pay to the said Com­
missioners the legal fees for recording the said mor tgage and for indexing 
the same i t legally requisite, in addi t ion to the tee he is now requti-ed by law 
to pay a t t h a t t ime. 

S E C . 2. W h e n the whole of principal and interest due on a n y mor tgage 
shall be paid to the said Comuussionei-s they shall, if required, give the 
pa r ty making the paj-ment a certiflcate signed bj- them, acknowledged or 
proved, and certified in tbe same manne r as to entitle conveyances to be 
recorded, specifying tha t such mor tgage has been paid, to r which certiflcate 
the p a r t y mak ing the p a y m e n t shall pay the sum ot fifty cents and the lawful 
fees ot the officer before whom the acknowledgment or proof thereof was 
made and certified, and such mor tgage shaU be discharged upon the record 
thereof by the officer in whose custody i t shall be upon presentation o t such 
certificate in like m a n n e r as other mor tgagesa re bj- law discharged ot record. 

S E C . 3. Wi th in s ixt j ' days after the t ak ing effect ot this ac t the said Com-
missionei-s shall fill u p the blanks in one of the loose sheets of blank mort ­
gages to be provided by them, as in the above-mentioned ac t directed, like 
to the original mor tgage for every mor tgage heretofore taken by them, or 
by their predecessors tn office, upon which the sum secured the reb j ' remains 
unpaid in whole or in par t , and for every mor tgage which has been fore­
closed, or the lands mentioned in which, or any pa r t of said lands, have been 
sold and conveyed by v i r tue of the said act , and shall a t tes t the same as a 
time copy thereof under their hands and seal, s ta t ing whether the said mor t ­
gage remains unpaid or has been foreclosed, or the lands mentioned thereui 
or any | ja r t thereof sold and convej-ed, aud to whom, and thej- shall preiiare an 
alphabetical index of all such mor tgages , which index shall conta in the 
number of each mor tgage , the date , the mor tgagor ' s name, the sian lent, a 
brief description of the lands mortgaged, and where the mor tgage has been 
foreclosed, or the lands mor tgaged have been conveyed, the name of the 
jierson to whom they have been convejed , and shall file such at tested copies 
of the said mortgages, and the said index thereof in the office of the Reg­
ister of the city and couuty of New York . The said Commissioneis shall be 
entit led to one dollar for everj* mor tgage so at tested and indexed, and shaU 
pay to the said Register, on fUing the said at tested copies ot mor tgage and 
the index thereof, twentj--five cents for every at tested mor tgage so filed in 
his office, which shall be a charge on the interest to be received on the 
m o n e j s authorized to be loaned by the said act . The said index and the 
said at tested copies of mortgages so filed in said Register 's office shall be 
kept tn said Register 's office as public records, and shaU dur ing office hours 
be freely open to public inspection and to the taking of copies thereof or 
ex t rac t s therefrom by anyone who m a y so desire. A n d said mor tgages 
shaU be boimd in a book or books, the pages whereof shaU be numbered 
consecutively. 

Wi th in sixty days after the said index and at tested copies ot mortgages 
shall be so deposited in the Register 's office, the said Register shall cause to 
be pr in ted a t least one thousand copies of a pamphle t containing an alpha­
betical list of all said mortgages , containing the mor tgagor ' s name, the da te 
of the mor tgage , its amount , and the page or pages ot the bound book or 
books aforesaid in which the at tested copy of such mor tgage is contained. 
A t least ten copies of such pamphle t shall be kept in the Register 's office as 
public records open to public inspection, and pr in ted copies of such pamphle t 
shaU likewise be supplied by the Register to aU persons who m a y apply for 
the same for a charge of twentj'-five cents . 

S E C . 4. A U exist ing acts aud pa r t s of acts inconsistent wi th the provisions 
of this ac t a re hereby repealed. 

S E C . 5. This ac t shall t ake effect on the . 

A N A C T IN R E L A T I O N TO T H E I N D E X I N G OF AND SBAKOHES FOR UNPAID 

TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND WATER RENTS, AND UNREDEEMED AND 
UNCANCELLED FOR SALES MADE FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESS­
MENTS AND WATER RENTS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

S E C T I O N 1. The Compti-oller of the city of New Y o r k shall cause to be 
prepared, wi th the aid a n d supervision of the Clerk of A i r e a r s of said city, 
and w-ith the assistance ot such clerks in the ComptroUer's office and such 
o ther person or persons as the Comptrol ler shall designate or employ for 
the purpo.se, a set of books to be known as The Index of Taxes and Assess­
ments , containing an index of all the unpaid taxes and assessments and 
wa te r rents or ra tes imposed upon real estate in the city of New Y o r k , and 
of all the sales theretofore made and remain ing unredeemed and uncancelled 
ot any real estate in said city, or ot a term for years therein for non-payment 
of a n y tex or taxes, assessment or assessments, or wate r r en t or ra te , or 
water ren t s or ra tes imposed thereon. In the said books a separate place, 
conta in ing a sufficient number ot lines, shall be assigned to each separate 
lot upon the maps kept for the assessment of real estate for taxation herein 
designated as the t a x maps, and the index above directed shaU be so meide 
as to enter iu such separate place assigned to each lot a note of all such 
unpaid taxes and assessments and water rents and unredeemed and uncan­
celled sales £s aforesaid affecting such lot, wi th such specffications of da te , 
amoun t and character , and otherwise as wiU enable a person interested in 
such lot to a-scertain readi ly by proper reference a n y needed fur ther par t ic­
u lars in relat ion thereto, and in such separate place assigned to each lot a 
proper blank space shaU be left for such fur ther entr ies in relat ion to said 
lot as a r e hereinafter provided tor. The prepara t ions of the said Index of 
Taxes and Assessments shall be commenced wi thin t w e n t y daj's af ter this 
act shall take effect, and shall be thereafter diligently prosecuted, and the 
same shall be completed wi th in six months after this a c t shaU take effect, 
and i t shall embrace aU such unpaid taxes, assessments and wate r ren t s or 
ra tes and unredeemed and imcanceUed,sales as aforesaid, which shaU be 
unposed or made u p to the expirat ion of such six months. 

The said Index ot Taxes and Assessments shaU have such convenient 
a iTangement of the lots with reference to the streets whereon they f ront , 
with alphabetical index of the streets and references to the pages ot the 
Index, as to enable any one consul t ing the same to^find easUy the place in the 
Index appropr ia ted to a n y par t icu lar lot. 

S E C . 2. All assessmeuts which shall be imposed upon a n y real estate in the 
ci ty of New Y o r k after the expirat ion of stx months from the t ime w-hen 
this ac t shall take effect shall, wi thin th i r ty daj's af ter the imposition thereof 
and before the commencement of the coUection of assessments thereunder , 
be entered upon the said Index of Taxes and Assessments by no t ing upon 
the place in said index assigned to each lot affected thereby the a m o u n t of 
such assessment on said lot, the date of its imposition or confirmation and a 
general designation of the object or purpose because cf wliich such assess­
men t is unposed, and no such assessment shaU be a Uen upon a lot untU i t 
shaU be so entered tn the place of said Index ot Taxes and Assessments 
assigned thereto. 

S E C . 3. All a r r ea r s of taxes and wa te r rents which shaU come to the office 
of the Clerk of A r r e a r s for collection shall, wi thin t w e n t y days after they 
shaU so come, be entered b y the Clerk of Ar rea r s agains t the lots respec­
t ively on which such a r rea re shall be a charge in the respective places on 
the Index o t Taxes and Ajssessments assigned to such lots respectively. 

S E C . 4. Whenever , after the expirat ion of six months from the t ime when 
this act shall take effect, a sale of any real estate or of a n y term for j-ears 
therein, because ot the non-payment of a n y t a x or assessment or wate r r en t 
or r a t e charged thereon shall be made b y or under the au thor i ty of the Cor­
pora t ion of the City of New York , a note of such sale shaU, within t h i r t y 
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days after the making thereof, be entered by the Clerk of Arrears in the 
Index of Taxes and Assessments by noting upon the place in said Index 
assigned to each lot which or a term for years in which shall have beeu so 
sold, the fact of such sale, its date, the amount for which sold, the nature ot 
the lien for which the sale shall take place and the tenn ot yeai-s, it auy, for 
which the sale shall be, which entry may be in substantiaUy the following 
form: 

Sold, May 1, 1887, for 1,000 years, for $252.50, for assessments for sewer iu 
Broadway, or for taxes of 1882, or for water reut of 1881. 

And no convej-ance or lease tor carrying into effect any such sale as is in 
this section referred to shaU be valid unless a note and entry thereof shall 
have been made in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this sectiou 
in the place or places in said index assigned to the lot or lots embraced in 
such conveyance or lease. 

SEC. 5. Whenever any tax or assessment or water rent or rate entered 
on the Index of Taxes and Assessments shall be paid or legally discharged 
or cancelled, otherwise than by payment, and whenever any sale made 
because of non-pajonent of any tax or assessment or water rent or rate 
which shall have been entered on such index shall be redeemed or canceUed, 
the Clerk of, Arrears shaU note the fact of such paj-ment, discharge, 
redemption or canceUation, as the case may be, in the proper place or 
places in said iudex assigned to the lot or lots affected therebj-. 

Where the fact of such payment, lUscharge, redemption or cancellation 
appear by reason ot a payment made to or a trausaction occurring in the 
office of the Clerk of Arrears the noting the same by the Clerk of Arrears 
as aforesaid shall be made withiu fifteen days from the occm-rence thereof, 
to which end the Clerk ot A rreai-s shall in each week make such notations 
in respect of the paj-ments and transactions of the preceding week. 

The CoUector of A.ssessments shall on the first day of each month make 
written report to the Clerk of Arrears of aU assessments paid to him during 
the month next preceding, specifying the amounts paid and for what assess­
ment and on what particiilar lot or lots, designating the same by the num­
bers upou the tax maps, and the Clerk of Arrears shall, within ten days 
from the receipt of such report, note the fact of such jiaj-ments in the proper 
places ou the Index ot Taxes and Assessments as above provided. 

SEC. 6. The word assessment, as used in this act, includes all assessments 
imposed for the benefit of local improvements, whether the same be imposed 
by the action ot the Board of Asses-sors or other municipal authorities, or by 
order, decree or judgment of tbe Supreme Court, or auy other legal tribunal 
which is or may be theremitt) authorized. 

SEC. 7. The books constituting the Index of Taxes and Assessments by 
this act provided tor shaU be kept in the office of the Clerk ot Arrears as 
pubUc records, open to public inspection, without tee or charge duriug office 
hours, by auj' person who may so desire, subject to such general i-egulations 
for the sake ot convenience and safety as maj' be from time to time pre­
scribed by the Clerk of Arrears, with the approval of the Comptroller, a 
copy of which regulations shaU be posted for public inspection in the office 
of the Clerk ot Arrears. 

SEC. 8. After the expiration ot six months trom the time when this act 
shall take effect,'any|pei-son who shall so desire shall be entitled to have 
made and certified by the Clerk of Arrears, upou written requisition 
therefor, a search for unpaid ta.xes, assessments, w-ater rents or rates aud 
unredeeiiieii and uncancelled sales tor non-paymeut of taxes, assessmeuts 
and water rents or rates upon any lot or contiguous lots laid down on the 
tax maps, which shall be specified tu the requ.sition with a diagram thereof, 
for a fee of fifty cents for each such lot so specified. 

Such search shall be completed and a certified retm-n thereto, specif j'ing 
the taxes, assessments and water rents or rates and sales, it any, which 
shall be found upon making the search, shall be delivered or ready for 
deUvery to the person making the requisition within ten days after tha requi­
sition shall be made, and the Corporation of the city of New York shall be 
responsible for the completeness and accm-acy of the return to such seai-ch 
certified by the Clerk of Arrears. The tees received for aU such searches 
shall be paid by the Clerk of Arrears into the city treasury, which pay­
ments shall be made weekly. 

SEC. 9. The expenses incurred by the ComptroUer in carrying into effect 
the provisions ot this act shall be audited aud paid iu Uke manner as the 
incidental expenses of the ComptroUer's office. 

SEC. 10. The word " lot," as used in this act, shall be construed to 'mean 
each parcel of land separately taxed, including, in the annexed dist;-ict 
to the northward of Harlem River, the plots which are so taxed, though not 
commonly called lots. 

SEC. 11. This act shaU take effect immediately. 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE RE-INDEXING OF CERTAIN RECORDS 
A F F E C T I N G R E A L ESTATE I N T H E CITY O F N E W YORK, AND FOR 
PRINTING SUCH INDICES. 

The People of the Stale of New York, represented in Senate and Assenv-
bly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Governor is authorized, within ninety days after the pas­
sage ot this act, to appoint two Commissionei-s who shall be counsellors at 
law of this State, having practiced at least ten years in the city of New 
York, who and their successors shall be known and designated as the Com­
missioners ot Indices, whose duties and powers shaU be as prescribed in this 
act. 

SEC. 2. Said Commission sha 1 continue for two years after this act shaU 
have gone mto effect, aud tor such further time in addition as the Governor 
may from tune to time appoint. 

SEC. 3. Any said Commissioner so appointed maj' signify his acceptance of 
such appointment by filing his written acceptance thereof in the office of 
the Secretary of State, aud he maj- resign his office in the same manner. 

SEC. 4. In case any Commissioner shall lUe, resign or refuse to act before 
the expu'ation ot the term of the Commission, the Governor shall appoint 
another Commissioner in his stead, who shall have the like powei-s and 
compensation from the time of his appointment as the other Commissioner. 

SEC. 5. Said Commissioners shaU receive such compensation for theu- ser­
vices not exceeding thousand dollars per year to each ot them, as the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment ot said city shaU prescribe, and also 
a reasonable aUowance for clerk hire and other expenses to be from time to 
time suggested by said Commissioners and fixed by said boanl. 

SEC. 6. Said Commissioners and their duly authorized agents in the per­
formance of their duties under this act, shall have free access to aU public 
offices, and all records, land maps, indices and papers therein. 

SEC. 7. Said Commissioners of Indices shall without delaj- after their 
appointment cause all the deeds, unsattsfled mortgages and other instruments 
of record tn the office of the Register of the city and comity of New York, 
not already included in the printed indices of conveyances in said office, to 
be re-indexed in suitable books to be prepared for the purpose, which re-in­
dexing shall as far as practicable lie made against the property affected 
thereby, and so that such new indices shall show as far as practicable on 
what blocks or plots tn said city the property covered or affected by the 
respective deeds and mortgages or other instruments is located, and shall 
also state the names of the parties thereto, the date of the instrumeut, the 
date of recording the same, and the Uber and page w-here the same are 
respectively recorded, and there shaU be a separate lexicographical index of 
suc-n of said insti-uments as cannot be indexed against the block or plot. 
Such re-indexing shaU be continued down to the time when the act entitled 
" An act in relation to the recording, fiUng and indexing of instruments 
affecting the titleto real estate in the city of New York," passed , 
shaU go into operation as provided by the section thereof. 

SEC. 8. Saici Commissioners shaU also cause aU notices of lis pendens. 

certificates of Sheriff's and Marshall's sales and foreclosures by advertise­
ment filed iu the office of the Clerk of the city and county of New 
York, and not already included in the printed iudex in said office, to be 
re-indexed in suitable books to be prepareil for the purpose, so that such 
new mdices shaU show on what blocks or plots in said city the property 
covered or affected by such notices or certiflcates respectively is located, and 
said Commissionei-s shall also cause all other notices, Uens or instru­
ments, excepting judgments, decrees aud forfeiture recognizances filed or 
recorded iu said office alfecting real estate, and not already included in 
said printed index, to be properlj- indexed according to their classes 
in a lexigi'aphical or alphabetical index, as said Commissioners shaU 
determine. 

SEC. 9. Said Commissioners shall procure the books, stationery and 
forms necessarj' and suitable for such re-iudexing and shall employ to 
do said work persons whom they shall i-egard as competent and expert 
for the purpose, aud shall agree with them for their compensation, sub­
ject always in respect of their compensation to the approval ot the Boai'd 
of Estuuate and Apportionment. 

SEC. 10. Said Commissioners shall cause to he printed as many copies 
of the indices made by them in pursuance of^the provisions of this 
act as they shall deem expedient. Ten of such printed copies shall be 
deposited iu the office of said Couuty Clerk, there to remain as public records 
and open to public inspection, and the remainder thereof shall be deUvered 
to the Comptroller of the city ot New York, to be bj' him sold to anj' party 
applj'ing therefor at such price as he shall deem reasonable. 

SEC. 11. The said Commissioners, for the purpose of faciliating said 
work may, if they shall think it expedient to do so for and on behalf of the 
Mayor, AJdermen and Cominanlty of said city, and subject to the appro­
val of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of said city, acquire 
and pm-chiise any records, searches, minutes, maps aud indices claimed 
to be private which have been made by anj' person or persons in the 
course of or connected with his or their official emploj-ment in any 
public office in said citj- or otherwise, and the aninuiit fn- amounts to be 
paid on such purcha.se or purchases shall be rcporteil hj-said Cominissioners 
to the Board ot Estimate and Apportiounieiit for their ajiproval, and 
when so approved shall be paid ui the same manner as other moueys are 
provided and paid for the expenses of saiil city. 

Such records, searches, minutes, maps and indices when so acquired 
shall be properly emlorsed by said Commissioners, and be deposited m 
said Register's office ami tliereupon shall become public records. 

SEC. 1*2. The reasonable expenses to be incurred in carrying out the 
provisions of this act, mcluding the salaries ot said Commissioners, shall be 
estimated by said Commissioners, submitted to said Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment, and to such extent as such board shall approve and fix 
shall be appropriated, fixed, raised by tax, expended and paid out in the 
same manner as the other expenses of the city of New York, provided that 
the aggregate of such expenses shall not exceed the sum of 
thousand dollars. 

A N A C T TO PROVIDE FOR SHORT FORMS OF DEEDS AND MORTGAGES. 

The People of the State of • New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. In grants of freehold interests in real estate the following or 
similar covenants shall be construed as follows: 

(1). A covenant tli.it tiiegr.-intori.s ,'ieized of Ihe said iircniisrs irlrscribed) 
in fee .-iiniplr and h't.-< iiuud riijfit to convey the .sitnir i-hall )»c construed as 
meaning that such ginnt •!• at the time of the execution ami delivery of the 
conveyance is lawfully seized of a good, absolute and indefeasible estate of 
inheritance in fee simple, of and in all and singular the premises thereby 
conveyed, with the tenemeuts, hereditaments and appurtenances thereto 
belonging, and has good riglit, full power and lawful authoritj' to grant 
and convey the same by the said convej'ance. 

(2). A covenant that the grantee shall quietly enjoy the said premises 
shall be construed as meauiug that such grantee, his iieirs, successors and 
assigns, shall and maj", at all times thereafter, peaceablj' and quietly have, 
hold, use, occujiy, possess and enjoy the said premises, and every part and 
parcel thereof with the appurtenances, without anj' let, suit, ti-ouble, moles­
tation, eviction or disturbance of the grantor, his heirs, successors or 
assigns, or anj- person or persons lawfullj* claiming or to claim the same. 

(3). A covenaut that tlie said ju-emi.ses are free from incumbrances shaU 
be construed as meaning that such premises are free, clear, discharged and 
unincumbered of and trom all former and other gifts, grants, titles, 
charges, estates, judgments, taxes, assessments, liens and incumbrances of 
what nature or kind soever. 

(4). A covenant that the grautor will e.vecufe or procure any further 
necessary assii7-anee of tlie title fo said premises shaU be construed as 
meaning that the grantor and his heirs or successors and all and every per­
son or persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably deriving any estate, right, 
title or interest of, in or to the premises couvej-ed, by, from, under or in 
trust tor him or them, shall and will at auj- time or times thereafter, upon 
the reasonable request antl at the [iroper costs and charges in the law of the 
grantee, his heirs, successors and assigns, make, do aud execute or cause to 
be niatle, done and executed all and every such further aud other lawful 
and reasonable acts, couveyances and assurances in the law for the better 
and more effectually ^vesting and confirming the premises thereby granted 
or so intendeil to be, in and to the grantee, his heirs, successors and assigns 
forever, as by the grantee, his heirs, successors or assigns, or his or their 
counsel learned iu the law shall be reasonably advised or required. 

(5). A covenant that the grautor will forerer warrant the title to the said 
premises shall be construed as meaning that the grantor and his heirs or 
successors, the premises granted and everj' part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances, unto the grantee, his heii-s, successor? and assigns against 
the grantor and his heirs or successors and against aU and every pei-son and 
persons whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same shaU and wiU 
warrant and forever defend. 

(B). A covenaut that the grantor has uot done or suffered anything 
whereby the ,'iaidpremises have been encumbered in any way whatever 
shall be construed as meaning that the grantor has not made, done, com­
mitted, executed or suffered anv act or acts, tiling or things whatsoever, 
whereby or by means whereof the above mentioned and described premises 
or auy part or parcel thereof now are or at any time hereafter shall or may 
be impeached, charged or encumbered in auj' manner or way whatsoever. 

SEC. 2. In any grant or mortgage of freehold interests in real estate the 
words together icitli the ajijiurteniinces and all the estate and rights of the 
grantor in and to said pronises shall be construed as meaning together 
with all and singular the tenements, hereditauicnts and appurtenances there­
unto belonging or in anywise appertaiuing and the reversion and reversions, 
remainder and remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof and also all the 
estate, right, title, interest, dower and right of dower, curtesy and right of 
curtesj', propertj', pos.session, claim and demand whatsoever, both in law 
and in equity, of the said grantor of, in and to the said granted premises 
and every part and parcel thereof with the appurtenances. 

SEC. 3. In any deed by an executor of or trustee under a will the words 
together with the appurtenances and also all tlie estate which the said 
testator had at the time of his decease in said premises and also the 
the estate therein which said grantor has or has power to convey or 
dispose of. whether indieidually or by virtue of said will or otherwise, 
shall be construed as meaning, together with all and singular the tenements, 
hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise apper­
taining, and the reversion aud reversions, remainder and remainders, rei^"— 
issues and profits thereof, aud also aU the estate, right, title, interest, pn 
erty, possession, claim and demand whatsoever, both m law and equi 
which the said testator had in his Ufe time and at the tune ot his decea 
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or which the said grantor has or has power to convey or dispose of, whether 
individuaUy, or by virtue of the said last will and testament or otherwise, 
of, in and to the said granted premises and every part and parcel thereof 
with the appurtenances. 

SEC. 4. In mortgages of real estate and in bonds secured by such mort­
gages the following or similar covenants shall be construed as follows: 

(1) The words. And it is hereby expressly agreed that the whole of the 
said principal sum shall become due al Ihr option of the said mortgagee 
irr obligee after default in the paytnenl nf interest for days or 
after default in the payment of any ta.c or asses,'iment for days 
after notice and demand shall be construed as meaning. And it is hereby 
expressly agreed that .should any default be made in the payment of the 
said interest or of any part thereof on any day whereon the same is made 
payable as above expressed, or should any tax or a.s.sessment which now is 
or may be hereafter imposed upon the premises hereinafter describeil become 
due or payable, and should the said interest remain unpaiil aud in arrears tor 
the space ot days, or such ta.x or assessment remain unpaid and in 
an ear for daj-s after written notice by the mortgagee or obligee, 
his executoi-s, administrators, successors ot assigns that such tax or assess­
ment is unpaid and demand for the payment thereof, then and from thence­
forth, that is to say, after the lajise of either one of saiil periods, as the case 
may be, the aforesaid principal sum with all arrearage of interest thereon 
shall, at the option ot the said mortgagee or obligee, his executors, admin­
istrators, successors or assigns become and be due and payable immediatelj' 
thereafter, although the period above limited for the payment thereof may 
not then have expired, anj'thing thereinbefore contained to the contrary 
thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

(2). A covenant that the mortgagor lOi'Wpi/i/ the indeblednessusprodded 
in the mortgage, and if default be made in the payment of any part 
thereof the mortgagee shall have poiver to sell the premi,'ies therein des 
cribed according to law, shaU be construed as meaning that the mortgagor 
for himself, his iieirs, executors and administratoi-s or successors doth cov­
enant and agree to paj' to the mortgagee, his executors, administators, suc­
cessors and assigns the principal sum of money .secured by said mortgage, 
and also the interest thereon as provided by said mortgage. And if 
default shall be made iu the payment of the said principal sum or the inter­
est that may grow due thereon or of any part thereof, that then and 
from thenceforth it shall be lawful for the mortgagee, his executors, adniin-
istrators or successors to enter into aud uijon all aud singular the 
premises granted, or intended so to be, aud to sell and dispose of the same, 
and all benefit and equity of redemption of the said mortgagor, his heirs, 
executors, administrators, successors or assigns therein at public auction, 
according to the act in such case made and provided, and as the attorney 
of the mortgagor for that purpose duly authorized, constituted and appointed, 
to make and deliver to the purchaser or purchasers thereof a good and suf­
ficient deed or deeds of conveyance in the law tor the same in fee simple (or 
otherwise, as the case may be), and out of the money arising from such sale 
to retain the principal and interest which shall then be due, together with 
the costs and charges of advertisement and sale ot the said premises, ren-
dei-ing the overplus of the purchase nioney, if any there shall be, unto the 
niortgagor, his heirs, executors, administrators, successors or assigns, which 
sale so to be made shaU forever be a perpetual bar, both in law and equity, 
against the mortgagor, his heii-s, successors and aissigus, aud against all other 
persons claiming or to claim the premises or any part thereof, by, from or 
under him, them or anj' ot them. 

(3). A covenant that the mortgagor will keep the buildings on the said 
premises insured against lo,ss by fire for the benefit of Ihr mortgagee 
shall be consti-ued as meaning that the niortgagor, his heirs, successors and 
assigns w-iU, during all the time uutil the monej' .secm-ed by the mortgage 
shall be tully paid and satisfied, keep the buildings erected on the premises 
insured against loss or damage by fire to an amount and in a company to be 
approved ot by the mortgagee, and wUl assign and deliver the poUcj- or 
policies ot such insm-ance to the mortgagee, his executors, administrators, 
successors or assigns, so, and in such manner and form that he and they 
shall at all time and times, untU the full payment of said moneys, have and 
hold the said policj' or policies as a collateral and further securitj' tor the 
payment of said monej-, and in default of so doiug that the mortgagee or 
his executors, administrators, successors or assigns maj' make such insurance 
from year to year in a sum not exceeding the principal siuu for the purposes 
aforesaid, and pay the premium or premiums therefor, and that the mort­
gagor will pay to the mortgagee, his executoi-s, administrators, successors or 
assigns such premium or premiums so paid, with interest from the time ot 
payment on demand, and that the .same shall be deemed to be secured by the 
mortgage, and shall be collectable thereupon and thereby in like manner as 
the priucipal moneys, aud tn default of such payment bj- the mortgagor, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, successors or assigns, or of a.ssigmnent and 
deUvery of poUcies as aforesaid, the whole of the principal sum and inter&st 
secured by the mortgage, shall, at the option of the mortgagee, his executors, 
administrators, successors or assigns immediately become due and payable. 

(5). A covenant that the mortgagor will execute any further necessary 
assurance of Ihe title to said premises and will forerer warrant said title 
shall be construed as meaning that the mortgagor shall and will make, 
execute, acknowledge aud deliver in due form of law all such further 
or other deeds or assurances as may at any time hereafter be reasouablj-
ilevised or required for the more fully and effectually conveying the 
premises by the mortgage described and thereby granted or intended so to 
lie, unto the said mortgagee, his executors, administrators, successors or 
assigns, tor the pm-poses aforesaid, and unto all and every person or jiei-sons, 
corporation or cor))orations deriving any estate, right, title or interest 
therein, under the said indentm-e of mortgage or the power of .sale therein 
contained, and the said granted premises against the said mortgagor and all 
jjersons claiming through him wUl warrant and defend. 

SEC. 5. All covenants contained in anj' grant or mortgage of real estate 
shall bind the heu-s, executors, successors, administrators and assigns of the 
grantor or mortgae-or, and shaU inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, 
administrators, successors and assigns of the grantee or mortgagee in the 
same manner and to the same extent and with like effect as it such heirs, 
executors, administrators, successors and assigns were so named iu such 
covenants, unless otherwise in said grant or mortgage expressly provided. 

SEC. 6. The schedule hereto annexed contains forms of instruments such 
as are authorized by this act and shall be taken as a part thereof, but 
nothing herein contained shall invalidate or prevent the use of other forms. 

SEC. 7. The Register shall be entitled to charge for the recording of any 
instrument containing the above mentioned covenants or any ot them at 
large, instead of the short forms thereof in this act contained, the sum of 
five dollars in addition to the tee chargeable by law for such recording. 

SEC. 8. This act shall take effect ninety days after its passage. 
SEC. 9. All existing acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 

repealed. 

SCHEDULE. 
FULL COVENANTS. 

day of , in the year one thousand 
of [insert occupation and 

of [insert occupation and resi-

DEED WITH 

This Indenture, made the 
eight hundred and , between 
residence] ot the first p a r t and 
dence] of the second par t . 

Witnesseth, T h a t the said pa r ty of the flrst pa r t in consideration of 
dollars, lawful money of the Uni ted States , paid by the par ty of the 

second par t , doth hereby g r a n t and release * * * un to the said p a r t y of 
the second par t , his heirs and assigns forever, 

[Description] 
together -with the appur tenances and all the estate and r ights of the p a r t y of 
the flrst p a r t in a n d to said premises. 

To have and to hold the above g ran ted premises un to the said p a r t y o f 
the second par t , his heirs and assigns forever. 

And the said par t j - of the first p a r t doth covenan t wi th said p a r t y of the 
second pa r t as follows : 

First . T h a t the p a r t y ot the flrst p a r t is seized of t h e said premises in fee 
simple and has good r igh t to convey the same. ' 

Second. T h a t the p a r t y of the .second pa r t shaU quiet ly enjoy the said 
premises. 

T h u d . T h a t the said premises a r e t ree from incumbrances . 
Four th . T h a t the pa r ty of the first pa r t will execute or procure a n y 

fur ther necessary assurance ot the tit le to said premises. •., tl 
Fifth. T h a t the p a r t y of the fii-st pa r t wtU forever w a r r a n t the t i t le bfig 

said premises. a t o 
7)17(nYjii'.ss ic/i(?rfo/the said p a r t y of the first p a r t ha th he reun to set hh-

hand and seal the day and j ' ea r first above wr i t ten . 
In the presence of— 

S C H E D U L E . 
EXECUTOR'S DEED. 

This indenture, made the day ot , one thousand eight hun­
dred and between as executor of the last wiU and tes­
tament of , late of deceased of the first part and 

of of the second part. 
lVilnes,ielh, That the said party ot the flrst part, by virtue of the power 

and authority to him given in and by the said last will and testament and in 
consideration of dollars, lawful money of the United States, paid 
bj' the said party ot the second part, doth hereby grant and release.unto the 
said party of the second part his heirs, and assigns forever 

[Description.] 
together with the apjjurteuauces and also^all the estate which'the said testator 
had at the time of his decease iu said jiremises, and also the estate therein 
which the said party of the first part has or has power to dispose of, whether 
individually or by virtue of said will or otherwise. 

To have and to ftoW tho above granted premises unto the said party of 
the second part, his heirs and assigns forever. 

And the said jiartj- of the first part covenants with said party of the 
second part that the party ot the first part has not done or suffered anything 
whereby the said premises have been encumbered in any way whatever. 

In icilness whereof the said party of the first part has hereimto set his 
hand and seal the day and j-ear first above written. 

In the presence of— 

SCHEDULE. 
MORTGAGE. 

This Indenture, made the day of in the yeai- one thousand 
eight hundred and between of party ot the 
first part and of party ot the second part. 

Whereas, The said is justly indebted to the said party ot the 
second part in the smn of dollars, lawful money of the United 
States, secured to be paid by his certain bond or obligation bearing even 
date herewith, conditioned tor the payment of the said sum of 
dollars on the day ot one thousand eight hundred and 
and the interest thereon, to be computed from at the rate of per 
cent, per annum aud to be paid . It being thereby expressly agreed 
that the whole ot the said principal sum shall become due after default in 
the payment of interest, taxes or a.ssessments as hereinafter provided. 

Now this Indenture irilne,'<,^rlh. That the said party of the first part, for 
the better securing the payment of the said sum of money mentioned in the 
condition of the said bond or obligation, with interest thereon, and also for 
and in consideration of one dollar paid bj- the said party of the second peirt, 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, doth hereby grant and release 
unto the said party of the second pai-t and to his heirs (or successors) and 
assigns forever. 

[Description] 
together with the appm-tenauces and aU the estate and rights of the party 
of the first part in and to said premises. 

To hare and to hold the above granted premises imto the said party of 
the second part, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Ptovided abcays. That if the said party of the first part, his heirs, execu­
tors or administrators shall pay unto the said party of the second part, his 
executors, administrators or assigns the said sum of money mentioned in the 
condition of the said bond or obligation and the interest thereon at the time 
and in the manner mentioned in the said condition, that then these presents 
and the estate hereby granted shall cease, determine and be void. And the 
said partj' of the first jiart covenants with the party of the second part as 
foUows: 

First. That the party of the first part wiU pay the indebtedness as herein­
before provided, aud it default be made in the payment of any part thereof 
the party of the second part shall have power to seU the premises therein 
described according to law. 

Second. That the party- ot the first part wiU keep the buUdings on the said 
jM-emises insured agamst loss by fire for the benefit ot the covenantee. 

Third. And it is hereby expressly agreed that the whole of said principal 
sum shall become due at the option of the said party of the second part 
after default in the payment of interest for days, or after default in 
the payment ot any tax or assessment tor days after notice and 
demand. 

In ivifness whereof the said party of the first part hath hereiujto set his 
hand and seal the day and year fij-st above written. 

In the presence of— 
• 

Report to the Legislature by Dwight H. Olmstead, 
One of the Commissioners of Land Transfer. 

INCLUDING BILL PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY HIM, ENTITLED, " A N ACT 

TO ESTABLISH THE USE OF LOCAL INDEXES FOR PUBLIC RECORDS 

RELATING TO LAND IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK." REPORT DATED 

APRIL 17, 1885. 

The undersigned, one of the Commissioners ot Land Transfer appointed 
by the Govei-nor, pursuant to the Act of the Legislature entitled " An Act 
to provide for the appointment ot commissioners to prepare and report to 
the Legislature a bill to facilitate and lessen the expense of the transfer of 
land and deaUng therewith iu certain cities ot this State," being Chapter 
334 of the laws of 1884, respectfuUy submits the foUowing report. 

THE EVILS SOUGHT TO BE REMEDIED. 

The Act under which said Commissioners were appointed does not, by its 
terms, contemplate any fundamental changes in the general laws of this 
State relative to estates in land, but an improvement in the mode of ti-ans-
ferring land, by which it can be dealt with more expeditiously, cheaply aud 
safely than at present. The evils which it is intended principally to remedy 
are those arising in the large cities ot the State from the great accumulation 
ot the land records, and the confusion and uncertainty of the indexes. It 
is this in tact which to a large extent prevents the convenient, quick and 
cheap tiansfer of land in such cities. 

Within the past few years the evUs complained of have greatly increased 
and have assumed large proportions. They affect important interests and 
demand prompt, radical and careful treatment. 

Of course, the reduction of the volume ot the records is only possible by 
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reducing their number or by shortening the forms of tusti-unicuts, but this 
is a matter to be considered apart trom the subject of indexing them. This 
report wUl be confined principaUy to the latter topic, as the one more imme­
diately pressing, and for that reason, as well as logically, fii-st in order. 

THE PURPOSES OF INDEXING LAND RECORDS. 

The purposes for which indexes are required in a pubUc laud office are. 
First, to inform persons who may be interested what instruments have 
been recorded or filed affecting anj' jjarticular parcel of land, and to enable 
such persons, with readiness, to find and inspect such uistrunients—it maj' 
be in order to see that tbe statutorj- requirements reli.ting to them have 
been complied with or to determine rights thereunder, or for other reasons, 
and Second, to notify pei-sons proposing to deal in land of aU previous deal­
ings therewith, in order to guard against mistake or fraud. It wiU be at 
once observed, that the efficiency of the records tor the purposes named 
must depend primarily, especially iu large communities where transactions 
are frequent, upon the method of indexing adopted. The main question 
therefore is, what plan or method of inde.xiug the laud records of the large 
cities in this State should be adopted for the pubUc convenience and the 
safetj' ot dealers. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES APPLICABLE TO INDEXING LAND RECORDS. 

There are certain rules or principles to which any plan of indexing laud 
records must conform, in order to be efficient for the pui-poses indicated. 

First, Oue rule is that all such records, when there ai'e many, shall be 
indexed locally, or in what are termed local indexes; that is to say that all 
instruments shall be gi'ouped in the indexes according to specific localities 
with appropriate references to enable such insti-uroents to be found in the 
record books or on file. Thus, if a city block be takeu as the area of each 
index all instruments affecting any lot iu a block are to be inilexed under 
that block, or if the area selected for an index be an ordinary citj' lot, saj' 
35 by 100 feet, then al! instruments affecting that lot areto be indexed under 
that lot. The object and effect of such indexing being to limit the area of 
search as well as to lessen the number of names of owners to be searched 
against it a nominal index is to be preserved. 

Second, Another rule is that tha records of mere liens or claims on land 
and the indexes thereof shall be kept distinct and separate from the records 
of the transfers of thf freeholds or fee simple estates and the inde.re.s of such 
transfers, so that when the liens shall have been paid or discharged they 
shall not continue to incumber the permanent record ot the title. 

Third, A still other rule is that whatever area of land is chosen for an 
index every instrument in any way affecting that parcel shall be inde,red 
under it. The necessity of the observance of this rule is obvious, ) / the 
index is to serre Ihe purpose of notice, which with the great and accumu­
lating mass of land records iu our cities the index must do it the doctrine of 
notice is to continue. 

We come thai to the final questions appertaining to local indexing, and to 
which all othsi- questions of land transfer reform are subsidiary, namely, 
what shall be the areas ot the several headings ot the indexes, and after that 
is settled what shall be the form aud style of the indexes in other respects. 

AS TO THE AREA TO BE ADOPTED FOR LOCAL INDEXES IN THE 
CITIES OF THIS STATE. 

It is conceded that if local indexes for the pubUc land records are to be 
introduced into the Registers Offices in the cities of this State, such indexing 
must be either by city blocks or by separate lots, and also as the property is 
in possession unless some change is to be made in om- present laws relative 
to notice. 

The undersigned is in tavor ot the adoption ot the plan ot block indexing 
even were it merely a question of method and convenience, and he is 
decidedly opposed to the lot plan which is recommended by a majority ot 
the commissioners. 

He objects to the lot plan not only as inexiiedient and inconvenient, but 
as impracticable and incapable ot being put in operation, to say nothing ot 
the impossibility ot continuing it could it be commenced, and not only so, 
but for the further reason that the lot plan contemplates fundamental and 
useless changes in the law of this State relative to the legal effect of record­
ing, and a different law for cities than that which governs the State at large. 

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE BLOCK PLAN OF INDEXING FOR CITIES OF 
THIS STATE AND AGAINST THB LOT PLAN. 

First. The block plan is more convenient and sate than the lot pla-i. 
City blocks are bounded by streets and avenues, and are, so to speak, in­

sular. The size of an oriUnary city block is pecuUarly favorable for the 
purpose of a local index. It limits the search to a sufficiently small area. 
Each block would have its notorious permanent number on the city map, no 
matter how great might be the growth ot the city. A century hence the 
block number would remaiu the same. The duty of a Register to index the 
transfer of anj- lot under the block iu which the lot was located would be 
simple, aud no mistake iu the indexing could possibly occur, save by the 
most culpable negligence on his part. The person leaving au instrument for 
record would further be protected by his own du-ection to the Register|under 
what block to index it, as well as by the certiflcate ot the record returned 
upon the insti-ument in which the Register should be required to state the 
number of the block under which the instrument had been actually indexed. 
The lot numbers of single lots, on the contrary, would be neither convenient 
for use, constant, notorious, nor reliable. 

Secoyid. Under the plan of lot indexing the Register would be requii-ed to 
read the description of the property in everj' instrument presented to hiin 
for record or filing with great particularitj'; and since there are, at the 
present tune, about 20,000 deeds and mortgages recorded yearly in the New 
York Register's office, without taking into account the notices ot liens and 
and claims flled iu the office of the Couuty Clerk, which should hereafter be 
ffied in the Register's office, or the prospective annual increase ot the records, 
it is obvious that such careful inspection by the Register would be impossible 
in the ordinary coui-se of business in his office. 

Third Another objection to the plan of lot indexing proposed is that it 
requires the haudling of too many volumes ot indexes and too much work 
in detaU to be serviceable. It is too cumbersome in extent and too minute 
in detail without any corresponding benefit. The object for which this 
commission was constituted was " to facUitato and lessen the expense of the 
transfer ot land and dealing there\vith," but in what manner the great pro­
jected increase in the number of the indexes and records over the preseut 
large number in the Register's and other offlces, and the intricate methods 
which the lot plan contemplates, tend to accomplish that object, it is diffl­
eult to see. 

In the City of New York are at present about 3,000 city blocks comprising 
about 160,000 lots of land separately taxed. This gives 160,000 headmgs ot 
indexes by the lot plan and only 3,000 by the block plan. Now, suppose the 
volumes of the proposed lot indexes to be made ot 250 pages each, or half as 
thick as the libers of deeds now beiug wiitten up in the New York Register's 
office, but of the same form and size in other respects. Under the plan ot 
lot indexing at least one page ot a volume would be required tor each lot, 
and 160,000 pages, with 350 pages to the volume, would give us 640 volumes 
of indexes of the size named, which would be needed for ttie transfers alone. 
If the Uens were indexed separatelj' from the transfers, as they must be for 
the most scientiflc indexing, the total number of volumes of indexes under 
the lot plan at the outset would be 1,380, and this without making any pro­
vision for the future rapid growth of the city. 

Under the plan of block indexuig, on the contrary, allowing eight like 
pages to each block, 3,000 blocks, at the same rate of 250 pages to each 
volume, gives us only 96 volumes of indexes ot transfers, or 192 volumes 
for both ti-ansfers and Uens, as against 1,280 on the lot plan. And upon the 
estimate of 3,000 blocks and 15,000 deeds yearly tor the entire city there are 
ftbout five transfers yearly to each block on an average, and aUowing for 

twenty entries on each page of au index, each page of a block index would 
suffice tor four years, and eight pages for thirtj--two years. And when the 
192 indexes shall have been filled at the expiration of that tune it will not be 
a very gi-eat undertaking for the city to print the block indexes up to that 
date and start a iie%v series, or, what is more probable, a short sensible 
statute of Umitations wUl then be in operation, as to all possessory titles on 
the iudex. 

Fourth, Another insuperable objection to the lot plan of indexing is the 
very frequent changes which occur in the area ot lots as laid down on the 
tax maps ou account ot the erection of new buildings or otherwise. In the 
new wards ot New York, and particidarly of Brooklyn, where new build­
ings are being coustructed with great rapiditj-, scarcely a lot can be found 
of the old regulation size, 25 by 100 feet, and the lots are exceedingly variable 
and are constantly beiug chauged in size and shape. Anyone tanuUar with 
the extent and frequency ot these chauges must know how- impossible it 
w-ould be to index the transfers and other dealings ou the lot plan. If 
attempted, it vi'ould produce in a short time the most inextricable confusion 
in the Register's office, and must ultimatelj' result in the practicable adoption 
of the block plan. In the end all transfers would require to be re-indexed 
on the block plan, but in the meantime, and until such re-mdexing, the 
existiug evils and compUcations would be largely aggravated, and lawyers 
and survej-ors would reap a rich harvest at the expense ot property owners 
and builders. It is not likely that the use of lot indexes would conduce to 
reduce the charges of lawyers for examining titles nor the cost ot searches. 
It is pretty certain, however, that the cumbersome and intricate method 
proposed of indexing against single lots in a block, as well as against frac­
tional parts of lots, requiring at least sixty-four different indexes to every 
block, with the possible necessity ot indexing the transfer ot any single lot 
against several lots, coupled with the proposed notices of claim hereafter 
mentioned, while answering for the practised lawyer tamUiar with the 
details of the system, would be sufficiently confused to prevent the use of 
the indexes by property owners who are uot lawj-ers, aud thus one of the 
chief objects of a reform iu land transfer would be defeated. 

Fifth, The lot plan could not be put in operation, e\-en were it authorized 
by the Legislature. The present tax maps in the tax offlces in New York 
and Brooklyn are notoriously inaccm-ate and useless for that purpose. As 
to blocks not yet built on in the new districts, no information can be derived 
as to their actual ownership until the deeds are produced in the Register's 
offices; and diagrams of lots to correspond with the descriptions in the 
deeds can be made only as fast as the latter are presented for record. Is a 
register of deeds competent to do this work, or if competent, could it be 
done satisfactorily in this manner > Land is not often conveyed by 
diagrams, and what authority could the Legislatme confer upon a Register 
to interpret the words of a deed or mortgage so as to settle boundaries 
between adjoiuing ownei-s, or to make diagrams according to descriptions i 
How are the indexes of lots to be prepared in the Register's offices in order 
to commence operations ! Is a set of indexes to be made up, in the first 
instance, with the map or wai-d number of a lot on each page, correspond­
ing with the numbei-s ot tbe lots on the tax maps, takmg the chance ot the 
latter being correct, or are the diagrams of the blocks to be left blank, and 
the separate lots drawn on them as future deeds and mortgages shall be pre­
sented to the Register ! Is it not plain that a system ot lot indexing cannot 
be started in New York and Brooklyn uuder the common law applicable to 
the present holdings by metes and bo'.iiids and written descriptions ivithout 
preliminary surveys, and the adjudication of titles by some court, organized 
for the pm-pose—such, for iustance, as the Landed Estates Court of Ireland. 

The land acts of Sir Robert Torrens, Lord Cairns and all other Uke acts 
which contemplate indexing bj' lots ])rovide tor such preUuunary surveys 
and adjudications, either by a court or by a Registrar who is vested with 
judicial functions, without which no parcel or lot of laud is allowed to be 
placed on the local iudex. This is done in order that the guarantee of the 
goverument may be supported bj' a decree estabUshing the title, and in such 
a case ot coiir.se lot indexing is necessary, but not otherwise, nor is it other­
wise desirable. 

Si.cth, The legal impediment to lot indexing seems to be fatal to its 
adoption, even were there no other. Unless a Register can be sure that he 
always indexes the property affected under a correct diagram, his lot index 
canuot be sate tor the purpose of notice. Such indexing maj- serve the pur­
pose ot au ordinary abstract of title, by the aid ot which instruments may 
be found and examined, but tor one ot the chief ends of recording and 
iudexing which is to give notice under the recording acts to subsequent 
purchasers and incumbrancers, it cannot be used with safety. 

The reason is this, that the words ot the description in a deed are subject 
to legal construction, that in this State Courts of Record are the sole 
authority to determine the construction, and tliat a register of deeds is with­
out judicial authority aud purely a ministerial officer. As between a 
written description and a diagram the description bj' construction ot law 
governs, and no Register is empowered to decide how far the description of 
a parcel of land which a deed purports to convey corresponds with the 
diagi-am showing onlj' lines, angles, feet and inches. 

Suppose, tor example, that A, the owner of a lot of laud shown on a map 
as lot No. 1, proposes to convey it to B, and does so by a.description instead 
of a diagi-am, or even by a description and a diagram, the description i\ iU 
govern as against the diagram, and if the lot be described as abutting on 
adjacent owners, or as running so many teet more or less to the centre of a 
partj' wall, or otherwise describing it by metes and bounds or the like, m 
such cases a larger area than is coutaiMed within the limits of said lot No. I 
as shown on the diagram may be convej-ed bj- the deed, and this without 
the knowledge or suspicion of either partj-. Por the area of the parcel 
coiivej'ed depends upon the words ot the description as relative to neigh­
boring parcels, and when the deed is once executed, no declaration by the 
grantee respecting it can affect his actual ownership or the dower interest 
of his wife, or the claims ot his oreditoi-s, or the rights of pei-sons who may 
subsequently receive a conveyance of the property from him by the same 
description. Therefore, if the deed purporting to convey said lot No. 1 does 
by its verbal description in fact and in law infringe upon the next lot. No. 
2, and the deed be indexed only uuder lot No. 1, the index will be faidtj-
in that respect, because a subsequent purchaser of lot No. 2 will not find on 
the inde.x ot the latter lot when he examines the title to it the deed previ­
ously executed by A to B, which had only been indexed under lot No. 1, 
but which tu tact encroaches upon lot No. 3. The index ot lot No. 3 in 
order to be a perfect index to give notice to dealers must show every trans­
fer affecting that lot. 

The production to a Register ot a survey of the lot which the deed pur­
ported to convoy would not help the matter, since a survey could only be 
made use of as evidence ot facts upon which his judgment might be based, 
even if he had judicial power to pass iijion such facts, which he has not. 

In a new country in which the titles have proceeded directly from the 
government, and the conveyances have in all cases been made according to 
lots and lot numbers, the plan of lot indexing can be used; but where tor 
any considerable period of time conveyances have been made by verbal 
descrijitions and by metes and bounds, as well as by courses and distances, 
the system of lot indexing cannot be used for the purpose ot giving notice 
to subsequent dealers under our recording acts, unless the areas and bound­
aries of the lots (including the lines of the adjoining owners), have been fli-st 
settled in a legal proceeding to which such adjoining owners were made 
parties. This is so obvious as not to need further comment. 

Serenlh, In order to meet the legal difficulties suggested by the under­
signed, the commissioners who favor the plan of lot indexing propose to 
compel every grantee or mortgagee, upou recording his deed or mortgage, 
to enter thereon or ffie therewith a statement as to what particular lot or 

Eremises on the city tax map he claims that such instrument affects, aud to 
ave such instrument indexed accordingly at his risk. The proposition as 

made by the Chairmaa ot tbe Commission at a pubUc meeting of tbe Com-
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missioners stenographically reported, and which is here quoted as a fair 
statement of the case, is as foUows: 

" I had proposed this, that if we establish the local indexes we should 
require a man who brings a paper for record to declare what particular 
pieces of property on the public maps he clauns his property to affect; that 
if he has been careless enough to leave out something which ought to be put 
in, that the consequences shaU fall on him, just the same as if he had not 
recorded the deed. If there are no circumstances in the law which are 
equivalent to actual notice irrespective of recording the iiLstrument, the 
legal effect of that would be as it is now; but I do propose that when we 
establish the system of local indexes we shall call on the per.sou who brings 
his property tor record and who claims tbe benefit ot the notice to the 
world which the record furnishes, that he shall take the trouble to find out 
where his property is and to inform the public officer against what prop­
erty he is to index it, or take the consequences of his carelessness. The 
grantee when he pays his money had better see that his deed correctly 
describes the property or describes the property sufficiently to have it 
recorded in the proper place. If there is ever any doubt as to whether or 
not it infringes on the adjoining lot, why the man who is accepting the 
deed will of course give himself the benefit of the doubt, whether it touches 
the other lot or not, and he wiU say to himself ' I will index against the 
two ' : but if he should not do that, I say let him take the consequences. I 
do not consider he has a right to render a system of indexing instruments 
against property mefficacious aud fruitless because he wishes to exercise his 
divine right of being as careless as he pleases. I do not propose to intro­
duce any system to invite that carelessness. No man with ordinary care 
would ever take a conveyance ot a deed to property in the city without a 
reliable survej'." 

The foregoing includes four distinct propositions: 
First That surveys shaU be practicaUy compulsory [upon all purchasers 

aud mortgagees. 
Second. That in case of doubt the purchaser or mortgagee shall index 

against adjacent owners. 
Third. That the record shall be notice only ot what a grantee claims to 

own under his deed, and not of what he actually does own uuder it. 
Fourth. That the con-ectness ot the claim and consequent indexing shall 

be at the risk of the person presenting the instrument tor record. 
These propositions wUl be briefly examined in turn. 

(1) THAT SURVEYS SHALL BE COMPULSORY. 

The lot plan of indexing would, undoubtedly, compel every person pm--
chasing or taking a mortgage upou a piece ot property to have it accurately 
surveyed, siuce under that plan, as the chairman truly says : " No man 
with ordinary care would ever take a convej-ance of a deed to property in 
the city without a reliable survey." And since about 20,000 surveys would 
be required annually for deeds and mortgages in the city of New York and a 
much larger number for the city of Brooklyn, and as each purchaser or mort­
gagee would require for his protection a new survey on his own account on 
each transaction, how all this would tend to facilitate and lessen the expense 
of the transfer of land it is impossible to imderstand. 

(2) THAT IN CASE OF DOUBT THB PERSON RECORDING THE INSTRUMENT 
SHALL INDEX IT AGAINST THE ADJOINING PROPERTY. 

Ou the lot plan as matter of fact every dealer in land would for safety be 
compelled to index against all the adjoining lots as well as against the lot 
supposed to be covered by the conveyance to him. This would virtually 
amount to the abandonment of the lot plan aud the adoption of the block 
plau without the convenient aud safe methods proposed for the latter, while 
the confusion and litigation resulting from such a system ot lot mdextng 
would be very great. But what right would a person have to index against 
adjacent lots and cast a cloud upon his neighbors' titles ! Would not a 
court of equity interfere to prevent by injunction and to remove such 
clouds upon titles 1 

(3) THAT THE RECORD FOR THE PURPOSE OF NOTICE SHALL COVER ONLY 
WHAT A GRANTEE CLAIMS TO OWN AND NOT WHAT HE 

ACTUALLY OWNS UNDER HIS CONVEYANCE. 

This of course renders necessary a change in the fundamental law of this 
State in respect to the city of New York. Under our present recording acts 
the recording of a deed constitutes constructive notice of its entire contents. 
It amounts to a notice to subsequent dealers that the whole land purports 
ing to be conveyed by the deed is actuaUy conveyed. Now it is proposed in 
the city of New York to limit the operatiou and effect of such recording 
fo the premises indicated by fhe grantee by a notice or claim having 
reference to a diagram ; that is to saj', as to all land whether actually 
embraced iu the deed or not which is omitted trom the claim filed by the 
grantee the recording of the deed is not to be of any effect. It is sub­
mitted that only the most imperative necessity could justify local legis­
lation of that character. 

(4) THAT THE ACCURACY OP THB INDEXING SHALL BE AT THB RISK OF 
THE PERSON PRESENTING THE INSTRUMENT FOR RECORD. 

Now here is a .system ostensibly intended to be for the protection ot 
dealers in land, and yet its ffi-st proposition is to cast upon dealers an addi­
tional risk as it the law did not impose sufficient risks already. But what is 
the risk ? What are to be the "consequences of his carelessness?" The 
risk, in plain language, is that if a purchaser or mortgagee fails either 
knowingly or through inadvertence to direct the Register to uidex the 
property transferred to him against every lot on the city map upou which 
the property so transferred by any chance infringes he runs the risk ot 
losing the portion which so infringes by the subsequent conveyance to a 
purchaser or mortgagee of that portion by his grantor or by an adjoining 
owner .the same as if there had been no record as to that portion. The 
injustice of such a law is mauitest ; besides, no statement by an owner as 
has beeu before remarked can Umit or settle the fact ot his actual owner­
ship. The property conveyed to him would stUI be his own, liable to be 
conveyed or mortgaged by him and would be subject to his debts. A state­
ment by him, made compidsory by statute, could not work an estoppel 
against him or his grantees or his creditors. 

Eighth,, Lot indexing upon the plan indicated renders it necessary in case 
the tax maps are to be referred to for the purpose of designating the area 
of ownership claimed, that such maps shall remain permanently the same 
as when the system goes into operation, aud uot be changed or altered iu 
any way thereafter, not even to correspond with any new arrangement of 
lots, since to disarrange or alter tbe maps would render them useless tor 
reference in respect to past conveyances or notices of claim. If a notice be 
filed bj- a grantee that he claims to own on a day certain a certain lot then 
shown on a certain map and the map be Uable to subsequent alterations and 
changes as to the areas of the lots or the lot numbers, such a system of 
notice based upon such a variable map manifestly would be without value. 

But it is absolutely necessary for the purpose of taxation that the 
tax maps should be frequently altered to correspond with new and diverse 
ownerships Therefore, the tax maps cannot be made use of for reference 
in the manner contemplated by the advocates of the lot indexes. It that 
system is to be adopted, maps independent of those in the tax office must be 
prepared tor use in the office of the Register. But the difficulty would stiU 
remain if the maps are ever afterwards altered in any respect, as they must 
be as often as the lots are cut up and changed in form and area. 

It is impossible to devise any scheme periiuttiug alterations in the maps 
however carefuUy made, and at the same time to preserve the method of 
notice proposed. Since in order to refer to the maps in connection with the 
notices, it must appear at what precise date and how each alteration of the 
maps was made. 

Ninth. Another objection to the system ot notices ot claim is, that when­
ever an error has been made in a notice filed by an owner it cannot t'"i rec­
tified by a correct notice filed by a subsequent owner. The flling of a new 
notice would not be the same in effect as re-recording an old deed or reOord-
ing a new one. Under the present system a search is made against the 
property as oivned, but under the proposed system the search must be 
against the property as claimed, and if the notice of claim falls short a 
search against the part not covered by the notice wUl not reveal a prior 
conveyance ot such part. 

Tenth, The lot plan requires also a further change in the general law of 
this State as to the city of New York and other cities where it may be 
introduced. It abolishes nominal indexes tor the cities and substitues lot 
indexes; that is to say, indexing by diagrams ts to take the place ot index­
ing by names ot owners. Should it be proposed to keep a nominal index 
for the pui-iiose ot notice under the recording acts, then this is an adinlssion 
that lot indexes are merely for furnishing abstracts ot title, and are of no 
value tor the purpose of giving notice. The nominal indexes as now kept 
without regard to locality are, as before shown, the chief cause of the evils 
under which we suffer. Yet nominal indexes in some shape are necessai-y 
to be retained, unless we are prepared to adopt the most radical chauges in 
our laud laws. Out of this dilemma there seems to be but one way of 
escape, and that obviously is to combine the nominal index with the local 
index in such a manner as to secure the benefit and full effect of both 
methods. 

This can be accomplished by the use of a block index in which the instru­
ments are entered under the several blocks in the order in which such 
instruments are recorded and at the same time under the names of the gran­
tors and grantees as at present. We wiU thus have a perfect nominal index 
combined with a perfect local block index and wUl avoid all the difficul­
ties of a purely lot system. 

A lot index, on the conti-ary, in which the lots are separably indexed can­
not be combined with a nominal index without great embarrassment, smce 
a nominal index requires that the names shall be entered chronologically, 
as the instruments are recorded, and it the name of the gran tor is to be relied 
on at all iu examining the title to any single lot in a block, safety would 
require searches to be made against all the lots in the block. This would be 
inconvenient, but it w-ould be the the practical outcome ot the lot system. 

Eleventh, The sole purposes of a land index as before stated are to enable 
instruments of record to be readily found in the recording office, as well as 
to notify the public of them, and for these purposes indexing by single lots 
would not only be not necessary, but unsafe and excessively Inconvenient 
in practice, the area covered by a local index may be too small as well 
as too large, A single lot 25 by 100 teet would be too small. The lot index 
does not possess the slightest advantage over the block index. It is urged 
in favor of the former that it is more convenient to examine the mdex of a 
single lot for instruments affecting that lot than to search tor the same 
information under a block index. This is not the fact, but the contrary is 
the case, for the sUghtest refiection will satisfy any one that the block index 
on account ot its more compact form is more convenient for use than the 
other. 

Tlie lot system requires at the start in New York City as before shown 1,-280 
volumes of indexes with upwards of 1'10,000 pages, but the block plan only 
193 volumes with 3,000 pages. The heading of a block is more readily found 
than the heading of a lot, wluch is obvious it we consider the relative 
number of blocks aud lots as well as ot the relative number of 
vohmies of indexes required under the two methods, and with the 
necessity that there always wUl be under the lot plan ot examining also the 
indexes ot adjacent lots, comparison as to the simpUcity ot the two indexes 
is wholly in tavor of the block plan. Indexing under a parcel of four city 
blocks of land, or even of a section comprising several blocks, would be 
iiiucii more convenient than indexuig by single city lots. There has never 
been the slightest difficulty in using nominal indexes for indexing the land 
records of ordinary comitry viUages, but should such viUages attempt lot 
indexing their land records would very soon be thrown into confusion. 

Twelfth, It has beeu urged that the plan ot indexing recommended by the 
majority ot the commissiouers, whUe in form a lot plan, is substantially the 
block plan, because all the lots are to be arranged in their numerical order 
under the blocks iu their numerical order. Such an arrangement ot lots, 
however, is merely for the convenience of those examining the indexes, but 
it does not change the character of the indexing. In the block indexes, aU 
the instruments are entered consecutively in the order tn which they are 
recorded under the separate blocks, while tn the lot indexes they are 
entered consecutively under the different lots. 

A search against all lots in a block can be made at a single glance under 
the block plan, showing the order m which aU the instruments affecting 
that lalock have beeu recorded, but uuder the lot plan a complete search 
can be made against the block only by reference to at least sixty-four dif­
ferent pages. And if the chronological order is required to be observed, as 
must often happen, a comparison of entries must be made. 

The lot plau demands a change in the existing law, providing for specific 
notices of claim, while the block plan does not. 

Under the lot plan notice is given of what property a person claims to 
ou<n under his deed; under the block plan notice is given of what he actu­
ally oirns under his deed. 

The lot plan if adopted abrogates the present method of .searching against 
names, whUe the block plan as proposed does not. 

The lot plan malces necessary local laws, changing the general funda­
mental land laws of the Stite, while the block plan requii-es no such 
chauges. 

The two kinds of indexes require different styles of index books, different 
modes of proceedure and laws for their operation, and are entirely imUke. 

THE BILLS SUBMITTED TO THB LEGISLATURE BY THE MAJORITY OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Owing to the delay ot the majority ot the Commissioners in submitting to 
the Legislature their report and the accompanying bUls, the undersigned 
has been compelled to confine himself in his report tor the most part to the 
geueral subject of indexing and to such consideration of the matter as came 
before the Commissioners at their several sittings. 

The bills uow, however, having been completed, he is able to comment 
on them more specifically. They are six in number, and are respectively 
eutitled as foUows ; 

BiU No 1. " An Act in relation to the recording, ffiing and indexing of 
instruments aft'e jting the title to real estate in the City ot New York." 

BiU No, 3. " An Act m relation to the lein ot judgments and decrees and 
forfeited recognizances upon real estate aud chatties real in the City and 
County of New York." 

Bill No. 3. " An act in relation to mortgages to the Commissioners for 
Loaning Certain Moneys ot the United Statesfor the County ot New York." 

Bill No. 4. " An Act in relation to the indexing ot and searches tor 
mipaid taxes, assessmeuts and water rents aud unredeemed and uncanceUed 
sales for uon-payment of taxes, assessments and water rents in the City ot 
New York." 

Bill No. 5, " An Act to provide for the re-indexing of deeds, mortgages 
and other specific Uens." 

Bill No. 6. " An Act to provide tor short forms of deeds and mort^ 
gages." 

.4s to above Bill No, 1, This bill wlule logicaUy drawn is obnoxious to 
all the objections which have been urged by the undersigned against the 
system ot indexing by lots. 

The method of lot indexing as presented by the bUl is unwieldly, compli­
cated and incapable of being put in operation. Instead of reducing and 
condensing the indexes in the various offices, it would increase them very 
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largelj'; iiitead of lessening the volume of the records in the Register's 
office it would double them by the introduction of the new contrivance ot 
the notices of claims which are to accompany and be recorded with all 
instruments ot which notice is intended to be given; instead ot siiiipli fying 
the present sj-stem it offers one much more complex, requiring the services 
of experts to supervise and manage it at great cost to the citj-; iu place ot 
the well settled land laws of this State, it proposes to substitute for the city 
of New York special and local laws whicn are unnecessary and open to 
many objections; instead of a simple sj-stem of iudexing which everj'one 
can understand it recommends one which only conveyancers and profes­
sional searchers can understand and use. 

The bUl makes it virtoally obligatorj' upon every purchaser or mortgagee 
of land that he shall procure to be made a survey of the propertj' at consid­
erable expense. It also provides that the notices of claim which are to be 
recorded as above mentioned shall refer for a description of the property 
covered bj- the claim to maps to be filed in the Register's oflice, which maps 
it is directed, shall be altered fron tune to time to correspond with the tax 
maps, but which maps themselves must plainlj' be unchangeable aud per­
manent in order to render such a sj-stem of notices of auj- effect. Because, 
inasmuch as everj-notice of claim must refer to the maps as existing at 
///lie o/si(cft/lo^/ce, any subseipieut changes of the map must necessarily 
disarrange the system. The system thus resolves itself into an absurdity. 

The provision of the bill for indexing against the lots adjoining the one 
supposed to be affected bj- the instrument of conveyance is also destructive 
of the plan ot lot indexing, since with the risk attending lot indexing pur­
suant to survej-s which may or maj- not be correct, every purchaser or 
mortgagee will ordinarUy index the convej-auce to him against the entire 
block, certainly agaiiit all adjacent lots unless the courts intervened to 
prevent it, as thej' probablj' would. This is the natural aud unavoidable 
outeome of the lot system. 

The bill provides that a notice ot what the grantee claims to own mider 
his dee I may be incoi-porated in the bodj- ot fhe deed, but as such a 
method of giving notice is not compulsory upon anj* one, but the notice 
may be by a separate instrument, it i- not likelj- that a grautor oii execute 
ing his deed would encumber it with the grantee's claim, and it is quite 
certain that the claim would always be made bj' a separate instrument as 
authorized bj- the bill. 

No stronger argilments need be urged against t jis bill than such as appear 
upon the face of the bill itself. 

The necessity for such a bill as is proposed tor lot indexing in order to 
meet t i e obj ctions made against it, conffi-msthe validity of such objections; 
but there are some objections which the bill does pretend to provide against, 
and one of the most obvious and fatal is the constant but unavoidable 
changes in ihe maps to which the notices of claim are to refer. 

As to above Bill No 2. The undersigned, while in favor of abolishing 
the general lien of judgments on land, objects 11 their being specificaUy 
indexed on the lot plan, aud he thinks also that thej', together with all other 
Uens aud claims on land, should be filed and entered iu the city of New 
York in the Register's office under one general method. 

As to abore Bill No, 3 This bill applies to future as well as to past mort­
gages to the Loan Commissioners. It is a suitable act iu relation to past 
mortgages, but in respect of mortgages executed after local indexes shall be 
in use in the Register's ofli.-e, it would seem desirable that these mortgages 
should be acknowledged, recorded and indexed like aU other mortgages 
l>»;orded io that office, and with like effect. 

As to Bill No, 4. In the bill prepared aud submitted by the undersigned 
he has provided for indexing in the office of the Clerk of Arrears all 
unpaid taxes, assessments and sales. The general form of the index used 
for this purpose should be the same as that used in the Register's office for 
caveats. It is believed that the block indexes wiU be more convenient tor 
the purpose of keeping a record ot the unpaid taxes and assessments than 
the lot form ot index. All that it\>iU be necessarv t^ do in searching for 
such liens w-ill be to see what taxes or assess."»ieiits ov. the block have been 
entered in the index as uupaid, and as the ward nunibers will also appear 
on the index it does not seem that a sunpler method could be adopted than 
the block plan as proposed. The lot plan could be used ot course, and must 
tie used in laying the tax or assessment on the several lots, but it does 
not appear necessary to duplicate those books in order to give information 
as to what taxes remain in arrear after a lapse of time. 

As to Bill No, 5, This bill is intended to provide for the re-indexing ot 
former deeds and instruments in the Register's aud Count}' Clerk's offices on 
the block plan. 

It is similar to a bill which was introduced for the purpose into the Legis­
lature at its last session. The undersigned iu general approves the bill, but 
it should not go iuto effect until after the local indexes in the Register's 
office have been in use a sufiiciont length of time to familiarize the Register 
and his clerks with them. 

As to Bill No, 6. This bill for short forms is also iu general the same as 
the biU introduced for the purpose iuto the Legislature last winter. 

The undersigned approves of th3 biU so tar as it goes, but he thinks it 
should also provide tor short forms ot leases and other instrumeuts relating 
to land. He is in tavor, however, of the immediate passage of the biU as it 
stands. 
THE FORM OF BLOCK INDEXES TO BE ADOPTED AND THE BILL THEREFOR 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE UNDERSIGNED. 
Having shown why it is both inexpedient and impossible to index by 

separate lots in the cities of this State, and assuming that the plan ot block 
indexing must be adopted, we come to consider the particular form of the 
block indexes which should be used. 

There are some general considerations applicable to this matter. 
1. The indexes, while local, should at the same time admit of being used in 

conformity with the land laws and methods of couveyanceing tn this 
State. 

2. In order to continue the present doctrine ot notice and to meet the dif­
ficulties above mentioned ot a purely lot index, the indexes whUe local must 
be primardy nominal; that is to say, the search must be agaiust the name as 
weU as agaiust the locaUty. 

3. The indexes must be compact, certain and safe in operation for the pur­
poses for which they are intended, simple of construction in order to be easily 
undei-stood, and conveni-nt tor use both by the Register and his clerks and 
by the general public. They should not be so arranged so as to be useful 
only to lawyers, or so compUcated as to require the services ot experts to 
manage them. 

4. 'The indexes should be so constructed that whUe retaining the features 
ot nominal and block indexes thejf wiU admit of continual improvement in 
the direction of lot indexing; that is to say, as surveys aud maps become more 
accurate and perfect, that feature of the index, namely the reference to the 
ward or lot numbers, will become more valuable. 

5. Original certificates of search by the Register being in aid of the local 
Index should be retained in his office, and reference to them be made in 
the index. Whatever improvements wiU render the indexes more conven­
ient, useful or certain tor the purposes for which they are to be used should 
be adopted. There are other obvious reasons why original searches should 
be retained by the Register, one of them being to avoid the necessity aud 
expense of researching, which has become very burdensome to property 
o-.vners. 

6. The indexes should be of such form and stj'le that they can be conven­
iently used also for re-indexing instruments which have been heretofore 
recorded or ffied. 

7. The indexes of the transfers ot the fee simple or freehold estates should 
be kept distinct from the indexes ot liens, but theu- forms should correspond 
so tar as possible tor the sake of uniformity. 

8. The lien index should be such as to be in aid of the freedom ot transfer 
and hypothecation lis well as tor the convenient satisfaction of liens. The 

lien index should uot be constructed solely fir the benefit of lienors and 
claimants, but of owners as well. For it is an object to ft cilitate the trans­
fer of land for the purpo e of mortgage as well as of sale. 

9. Both the indexes of transfers and of lieus should be designed with the 
view of dispensing so far as possible, after the indexes are commenced, with 
the services of lawyers in examining the titles, and of rendering it ulti­
mately as safe, convenient and inexpensive to sell or hypothecate land as 
railroad or other corporate securities. 

EXPLANATION OF THE INDE.XES PROPOSED BY THE UNDERSIGNED. 

The forms ot local block indexes which have been prepared by the under­
signed, being schedules A and B ot the subjoined bill, are intended to com­
ply with the foregoing requirements, but the following features of such 
indexes he believes to be novel. 

(1). In combining the nominal index with the local index in the manner 
shown. 

(3). In placing at the head of each index a diagram of the block covered 
by such index. 

(3). In providing on the block iudex for reference to the ward or lot num­
bers. 

(4). In providing on the index for reference to the Register's certificates of 
search. 

(5). In separating the index ot lions and caveats from the index of freehold 
or fee simple transfers. 

AS TO INDEX OF TRANSFERS. 

The manner of using this index appears upon its face. Upon the receipt 
by the Register of any instrument, ne is to enter it in his journal or tickler 
as at present, and within ten daj-s thereafter in the local index under the 
proper block number. It will be his duty to see that the instrument is 
indexed under the proper block, according to the description of the property 
contained in the instrument and the endorsemeut thereon. It is not 
required that the lot reference should be accurate. If the lot number is 
endorsed on the insti-ument it may be entered on the index according to the 
endorsement. 

All original searches from the time the index is begun are to be entered 
iu a book to be called Register's Certificates ot Search, to be kept in his 
office, and are to b^ noted on the index. 

A few moments inspection of an index ot transfers will show all the 
transfers of any lot trom one owner to another made after the system goes 
into operation, or if the lot numbers are entered, the title may be traced by 
them; or if there has been a search, the last search wUl be an official state 
meut upon which a dealer maj' relj' of all transfers and liens in the Regis 
ter's oflice up to the date of the certificate. It will be in some sort a certifi­
cate of the title. Indeed this form of iudexing is so simple as practically to 
do away with the necessity of official searches from the time of the com­
mencement of the mdex, althcugh under any system official searches will 
CO ittnue to be required as at p.esent for the convenience of dealers, andas a 
protection to atti rneys who may examine titles. 

When the index is first put in operation, the lot feature is not essential to 
its use or accuracy, but as time progresses and the maps showing the lot 
numbers become more accurate through surveys, adjudications by the 
Courts and adjust-.ients between adjoining owuers, it may be expected that 
the lot feature ci tho index wUl become more and more important, uutil we 
shall flnal'j at length have reached a reliable lot index through the present 
and pruaent adoption of the block system, and when that point is attained, 
we shall have the advantages ot both systems, for the nnmber ot the lot ou 
the block index will then be a perfect and reliable guide both for the pur­
pose of notice and to show the deduction of the title. 

AS TO THE INDEX OF CAVEATS AND LIENS. 

This also is simple in form and easily understood. 
Liens, notices and claims are entered under the block numbers in the 

order of ffiing, and when satisfied or vacated, an entry is made to that 
effect. After such entry the lien should cease absolutely, but guards should 
be provided against unauthorized satisfactions. For instance, in ordinary 
cases a mortgage should not be satisfied on the index without the production 
to the Re,.jister and cancellation by him of the original instrument, or 
its absence be satisfactoi ily accounted for. Searching tor liens on this index 
is as convenient and simple as searching for transfers on the index of trans­
fers. 

By indexing all the transfers and liens on the block plan as proposed 
would be accompUshed all the advantages claimed for the lot plan, but in a 
much more convenient and simple way. 

EXPLANATION OF THE BILL PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE UNDER­
SIGNED FOR BLOCK INDEXING. 

The bill which has been prepared by the undersigned, and is herewith 
submitted to the Legislature as part of this report, entitled "An Act to 
establish the use of Local Indexes for PubUc Records relating to land in the 
City of New York," is intended to secure the adoption of local block indexes 
upon the plan shown, without changing in any way iu other respects 
existing laws. Since the work to be done under the bill is purely mechan­
ical, it is beUeved it can be best accompUshed under the supervision of the 
Mayor and Coiporation Counsel, to whom it is committed. A special com­
mission is not deemed necessary for the purjiose. 

The bill provides iu general that a new map of the city shall be made on 
which shall be exhibited all blocks bounded by streets and avenues; that 
said blocks shall be numbered thereon consecutively from one upwards, 
beginning at the Battery; that the blocks shall be divided iuto convenient 
sections; that block indexes of the forms contained in the schedules of the 
bill and nmnbered to correspond with the block numbers on the map shall 
be made, one set for transfers of freeholds aud one set for lieus or caveats; 
that after the biU goes iuto operatiou all transfers of freeholds or tee simple 
estates recorded in tho Register's office shall be entered on the index of 
transfers, and all claims and liens filed shall be entered on the index of 
caveats, under the proper block numbers in the order ot record or ffiing; 
that similar inde.xes shall be kept in the tax ofBce and all unpaid taxes and 
a-isessmeuts after a certain date be placed thereou; that certain boolcs shall 
be prepared for use as ijart ot the proposed system; and that aU expenses 
tor the work shall be paid by the Comptroller on the requisition of the 
Mayor and Corporation Counsel w-ith the approval of the Board of Esti­
mate and Apportionment. 

The preparation of such maps and indexes in the ju gment of the under­
signed, should be delegated to the charge of the city authorities, and no 
other reform except, perhaps, the adoption of short forms of iustruments 
s'lould be attempted uutU after the indexes are coniplete"d and put in ofiera-
tion. 

The block indexes can be quickly and cheaply prepared, and the system of 
indixing under them be put in operation without inconvenience as soon as 
the books are opened. Upon the presentation of a deed, mortgage or other 
instrument to the Register for record or filing duly acknowledged orjiroved 
as Yiow required bj' law, it will be his dutj- to endorse it, ns at jjreseut, wilh 
the time oi its receipt by him and enter it in his tickler, ile w ill then record 
the instrument and enter it in the local indexes of transfers or caveats, as 
the case may be, under the block in which the land affected li located. This 
is the entire process. Should the plan of block indexing as recommended 
be ajiproved by public sentiment during the recess of the Legislature, an 
act maj' be drawn and passed at the next session requiring that all future 
Uens and claims on hand in the city of New York shall be specific and be j 
entered in the proper land office of the city, which is the Register's office, I 
and the mdex of caveats has been prepared in anticipation of such a statute. 
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It has not seemed worth while, for the present at least, to \ rovide for the 
use of block indexes in the office of the County Clerk. But if liens on land 
are to coutinue to be flled there, then the index of caveats should be 
required to be used there the same as in the Register's office. 

SOME GENERAL REMARKS UPON LAND TRANSFER. 

Unquestionably the best and most scientific method of transfen-ing land 
by the aid of a public record, and the only one which will prevent an 
accumulation of the records, is that devised by the late Sir Robert Torrens 
and now in succesful operation in New Zealand, Australia, British Columbia 
and many other of the British colonies. 

It is substantially the same system as that sought to be brought into 
use by the Land Transfer Act of Lord Cairns, enacted by the British Parlia­
ment in 1875, but which not beiug made compulsory, and not being suited 
to the EngUsh modes of convej-ancing, failed of effect. A similar bill has 
been introduced into the Ontario Legislature of Canada this winter. 

This system presents two salient featm-es. 
1. A guarantee of titles by the government. 
2. A registration of title in the Registry oflBce. 
It will be observeil that the main feature of the Torrens system, apart 

from the guarantee principle, is the method now in use throughout the 
civUized worid tor the transfer of registered stocks, ships, bonds and other 
personal securities, namely, by the so-called registration of the title, which 
consists substantially in the appUcation ot the rule that no transfer shaU be 
actuaUy made unless and untU it is entered ou the registry books, the deed 
being considered a mere power of attorney for the purpose ot authorizing 
the transfer, thus assimilating the mode of transferring land to ordinary 
stock transfers. 

In the Torrens system the further rule is adopted that each transfer when 
so entered shall be indefeasible except in case ot actual fraud on the part ot 
the transferee, thus abrogating the law of equitable notice and equitable 
assignment. 

The essential thing sought to be accomplished after the first entry on the 
local index being to ensure the validity of each tran,'ifer of the title, as it 
passes from owner to oivner. The undersigned has on several occasions 
expressed himself strongly in favor of the adoption in this State of the plan 
of registration ot titles as here explained. He has always been opposed to 
the guaranty ot titles by the State, and he is not prepared to recommend the 
creation of an assurance fund. Manifestly the State cannot go into the 
examination of all the titles to land in the large cities of this State in order 
to put a guarantee system in operation even were it desirable, and as for 
an assurance fund it does not seem equitable to tax titles which are good to 
indemnify against those which are bad. 

The best guarantee after all Ues in simple and sate modes ot transfer. The 
nlnn of lot indexing is, of course, indispensable to a guarantee system. 
' i t is orii."^^*^ "'^^ " ' ' " '^ landrefcrmsinmed'ately necessary in this State 
can be aceompllshea"-.^^.^*''® adoption ot a few measures without materially 
disturbing our present"laws. 'T^^ ™ost inyx^rtant thing required in the 
way of land reform, and which must first "J^-eive attention, is a good 
local index for the registry offices, particularly m .'he cities. While tMs 
is largely a merely mechanical matter, at the samV time it presents a prob­
lem, tlie solution of which has taxed the skUl ot manj". able conveyancers, 
but untu within a comparatively recent period, such atv^^ipts to index 
land records, at least in this country, have taken the form ot ^ o k keeping, 
•with debt and credit entries. 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

The undersigned respectfuUy recommends to the Legislature the adoption 
of the following definite plan ot procedure tn order to remedy the existing 
evils attending the transfer of and deaUngs with land in the cities ot this 
State: 

First, The passage of the bUl submitted by the undersigned providing 
for block indexing in the city of New York, with such amendments to the 
biU as the Legislature may deem advisable. 

Second, The passage of the biU for short forms of deeds and mortgages. 
Third, The pa,ssage of a bUl abolishing general liens on land in the city 

of New York, and requiring that all notices, liens and claims affecting land 
in said citj- shall heriatter'be specific and be filed and indexed in the local 
index of caveats in the Register's office. 

Fourth, The passage at an early day of the bill tor re-indexing former 
tiansfers and liens on the block plan. 

Fifth, The subsequent extension of the plan of block indexing to Brook­
lyn and other cities where it can be used, if the plan is found to work satis­
factorily in New York Citj'. 

Si.rth, The careful consideration by the Legislature of other reforms, 
both such as are deemed to be in aid of the indexes as well as those 
which a'e intended to simplify estates in land and their transfer. 

GENERAL REFORMS. 

Among the reforms which are Ukely to be pressed upon the attention of 
the Legislature at au eaily day, the consideration of which come fairly 
within the scope of the general purpose ot the act under which this Commis­
sion was appointed, besides those above speciflcally recommended, may be 
mentioned the fuUowing, namely; the filing and retention m the Register's 
office of all original deeds, mortgages and authorizations tor transfer, as a 
guard against forgery aud as a protection to the record; the adoption of the 
principale of Registration of Titles; the aboUtion of the doctrine of construc­
tive notice except in case of actual fraud on the part of the transferee; a 
reduction in the number and duration of liens on land; tbe adoption of the 
rule that defects of form alone shall not invalidate an instrumeut ot transfer 
after it has been once registered, provided an intention to convey appears 
upon its face, and there was in fact an intent to convey and a consideration 
paid; the devolution of land on the death of an owner whether intestate or 
not, upon his personal representatives in the fli-st instance, for the purpose 
of distribution under a judicial order ou due notice to all parties in interest 
the same as personal estate; the distribution ot land upon the death ot an 
owner intestate mider the same canons of descent as personal estate; a more 
reasonable statute of Umitetions affecting land than the present; and 
generally the assimilation of the laws relating to real and personal property 
so far as the subject matter will permit. 

All specific transfers of laud can be placed on the local index, but if 
trusts and settlements stand in the way of such indexing it would be very 
easy to enter them in a sub-record, and provision for this is made in the bill 
submitted by the undersigned. 

The undersigned expresses himself generallj- in favor of the adoption of 
all the reforms above named, but they should be delayed until careful con­
sideration can be given to them both upon their intrinsic merits and in rela­
tion to their bearing upon existing laws. 

"Tbe advantages to be secured to the commercial cities of this country by 
the accomplishment of such reforms as the foregoing are too obvious to 
admit of discussion, and too important to such cities and to the country at 
large financially to admit of long delay, and this country is the one of all 
others which such retoriiLS w-ould most benefit. 

On some accounts it is to be regretted that a difference of opinion upon 
Ihe vital subject ot indexing has arisen among the Commissioners, but it is 
just upon that point that differences might have been expected it at aU, for 
it is a subject which has always been most embarra.ssiug to those who have 
been calleil upou to examine it. The question of registering titles to land 
and indexing land records, whUe comparatively little attention has been 
given to it in this country, has, for many yeai s in Europo, especially in 
England, been considered to be one of the most pressing as well as difficult 

problems to solve. Its solution requires practical ingenuity an< expert 
knowledge as well as learning in the law. 

The undersigned is satisfied that the Legislature, after considering ul the 
views presented will be able to arrive at the conclusion most benefioial to 
the large and important interests which the measures proposed are intended 
to affect. 

Dated New York, April 17, 188.5. 
DWIGHT H . OLMSTEAD, Commissioner. 

A N A C T TO ESTABLISH THE USE OF LOCAL INDEXES FOB PUBLIC RECORDS 
RELATING TO THE LAND IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assnnbhi, 
do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Mayor ot the citjr of New York and the Corporation 
Counsel of said city are hereby required and directed, immediately after 
the passage ot this act, to cause to be prepared and made by competent 
surveyors and draughtsmen a map or plan of said city, on which map or 
plan shall be shown and deUneated all the streets, avenues, roads, boule­
vards and parkways of said city, and also all blocks or parcels ot land bounded 
by said streets, avenues, roads, boulevards and parkways. 

SEC. 3. The said Maj-or and Corporation Counsel shall also cause the said 
blocks or parcels of land shown on said map or plan of said city, 
to be numbered on said map or plan from number one con­
secutively upwards tor as many blocks or parcels of land bounded by 
streets, avenues, roads, boulevards and parkways as shall appear on said 
map; provided, however, that ia cases ot small blocks or parcels more than 
one such block or parcel ot land may be included in a single block number 
whenever in the judgment ot said Mayor and Corporation Counsel the same 
is advisable ; but they may cause the parcels of land in said city lying 
north and east of the Harlem River, including the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards of said city to be divided and numbered or desig­
nated on said maps in such way as they may think best in order to carry 
out the general intent of this act. 

SEC. 3. The said Mayor and CoiTioration Counsel shaU also cause said 
map or plan of said city to be subdivided into convenient land sections for 
the use to which said map or plan is to be put as by this act provided, and 
shall cause said sections to be numbered on said map or plan from number 
one consecutively upwards for as many sections as shall appear on said 
map, and shall cause the division Unes ot said several sections to be exhib­
ited on said map. 

The numbers of said sections and blocks shall commence at the southerly 
part ot said city and shall thence be continued northerly as near as maj' be. 

SEC. 4. Four originals of said map or plan shall be made, and when 
completed said originals shall be marked as the official land map of 
said city and shall be certified as such by the said Mayor and Corpo­
ration Counsel, and one original thereof shaU be filed in each of the 
offices of the Register of the City and Cuntj-of ^ew York and of the 
Countj' Clerk of said citj' and county and of the Receiver of 'Taxes in said 
city, and of the Comptroller ot said city, and upon said maps being so certi­
fied and filed they shall be and become public records, and shall be known 
and designated as the land map ot said city. And said Maj'or and Corpor-
tion Counsel may i ause as many copies of said map to be made as they snail 
deem necessary for use in the public offlces of said city. 

SFC. 5. The said Mayor and Corporation Counsel |are hereby directed 
and requ'ired, immediately on the completion and filing of said land map in 
said office^,, to cause to be prepared in book form, indexes for indexing 
transfers of I'r'̂ eehold interests in land aud Register's certificates ot search as 
hereinafter meix't'OD^d and also other indexes tor indexing caveats, Uens 
and notices of claV.ms and other instruments affecting land in said city, 
which indexes shall Do' .prepared for use in accordance with the plan or 
system known as that of local' iiTidexing by blocks, and under the blocks and 
block nunibers shown on said map ,' and the areas, numbers and descrip­
tions of the blocks shown on said indext>s and heading the same shall corre­
spond with the areas, numbers and desciT^tions ot the blocks shown on 
said map. 

SEC. 6. The indexes for indexing transfers' of freehold interests in 
land and certificates of search shall be made separate i?j?.'J distinct from the 
indexes for indexing liens on land and other insti-uments a ffectuig land. 
A U instruments and notices relatmg to or affecting land recorded M- filed in 
the office of said Register other than said transfers of freehold interests anvd 
said certificates ot search, maj' be termed caveats. 

SEC. 7. Said indexes so to be prepared shall be both nominal and 
local, and in form . ubstantiaUy the same as the forms of the schedules 
hereto annexed, marked respectively Schedule A and Schedule B, which 
schedules are to be deemed and taken to be a part ot this act. The index so 
to be prepared similar to said Schedule A shall be designated as the Local 
Index of Transfers, and the index so to be prepared similar to said SchediUe 
B shall be designated as he Local Inde.v of Caveats, There shall be appro­
priated in each index to each block or parcel of land shown thereon, not less 
than eight blank pages, including the heading of such index, which pages 
shall be properly ruled and prepared tor future entries therein according to 
the plans shown on said schedules. 

SEC. 8. Said indexes shall, on their completion, be certified under the 
hands of said Mayor and Corporation Counsel, and be deposited in the office 
ot the said Register in said city, and shall, upon such certffication and 
deposit, be and become public records, and shall be used in accordance with 
their forms, and so far as practicable for indexing instruments affecting land 
and interests in lanrl recorded or ffied in said Register's office on and after 
the date when this act shall go into operation. Additional Uke maps and 
indexes shaU be prepared, certffied and ffied in like manner from time to 
time as may be required by the growth of said city. 

SEC. 9. There shall also be prepared aud kept in the office of said 
Register, besides said land map and indexes, books to be known as foUows, 
to wit: a Register's Journal of Transfers, a Register's Journal of Caveate, 
a Book of l^and Transfei-s, a Book of Register's Certfficates of Search, a 
Book of Mortgages, a Book of Powers of Attornej-, a Book of Leases, a 
Book ot Caveats and a Book of Discharges of Caveats. 

SEC. 10. Said books shall be used for tbe following purposes, namely: 
In the Register's Journal ot Transfers shaU hi entered a memorandum of 
all instruments flled or recorded in his office transferring or purporting to 
transfer freehold interests in land. In the Register's Journal of Caveats 
shall be entered a memorandum of all other instruments filed or recorded in 
his office affecting or claiming to affect land, other than transfers ot free­
hold interests in land. Such memorandum shaU state in case ot iustruments 
of transfer ot a freehold interest in land the date of the record of the instru­
ment, the names ot one or more grantors named in such instrument, and 
the number of the land section and the number of the land block in which 
the land transferred appears upon said map; and such memorandum shall 
state, in case of instruments other than transfers ot freeholds as aforesaid, 
the date of flling the instrumeut, the name ot the caveator or Uenor named 
in such instrument, the name of the person or persons against whom the 
caveat or Uen is filed and the number of the land section and block in which 
the land affected lies. Such memoranda shall be made in said journals 
immediatelj' upon the said instruments being received in the order of their 
receipt by said Register tor record or filing. In the Book ot Land Transfers 
shaU be recorded at length in the same manner and with the same effect as 
deeds of land are now recorded in said Register's office. aU deeds and trans­
fers ot freehold interests iu land in said city presented tor record, and aU 
decrees or certified copies thereof vesting or declaring freehold interests in 
land, and aU last wUls and testaments, or certified copies thereof, duly 
proved in this State, by or under which a title to a freehold interest in land 
in said city has been or may be or purports to be transferred or transmitted. 
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In the Book of Register's Certiflcates of Search shaU be entered at length, 
under the hand ot the Register, aU official certfficates of search made by 
him affecting land in said city. 

SEC. 11. In the Book ot Mortgages shaU be recorded at length in the 
same manner and with the same effect as mortgages of land and assign­
ments thereof are now recorded in said Register's office. aU mortgages of land 
in said city, and all assignments and releases thereof presented for record. 
In the Book ot Powers of Attorney shall be recorded at length in the same 
manner and with the same effect tis Powers of Attorney are now recorded 
in said Register's Office, all Powers ot Attorney to deal with land m said 
city presented tor record. In the Book ot Leases shaU be recorded at 
length in the same manner and with the same effect as leases and assign­
ments thereof are now recorded in said Register's office, all leases of land in 
said city and assignments thereof presented for record. In the Book of 
Caveats shall be bound aU caveats, liens, notices, claims executory contracts 
and transcripts of judgments affectiug specifically land in said city which 
may be recorded or ffied in the office of said Register. 

In the Book of Discharges of Caveats shall be bound aU discharges of 
caveats, mortgages, Uens, claims and judgments recorded or filed in said 
Register's office. 

SEC. 13. No instrumeuts shaU be received by said Register for record 
or filing in his office unless the same be acknowledged or proved in the man­
ner required by law to entitle deeds to be recorded; and the recording or 
tiUng in said Register's office of said instruments and notices by this act or 
by any other act of the Legislature required to be so recorded or filed, shall 
be of the same force and effect as to land and interests in land proposed or 
intended to be charged or affected thereby as is now the case in respect of 
the recording and filing of Uke instruments and notices in any pubUc office 
in said city. 

For the purpose of notice uuder this act, or any act which may be in 
force, each block or parcel of land so to be separately numbered with a block 
number as aforesaid and also each lot of laiia in a block shall be deemed to 
extend to the centre line of the streets, avenues, roads and boulevards, front­
ing and adjoining such blocks and lots respectively. 

SEC. 13. Said books and indexes shall be made of such convenient 
form and size as said Mayor and Corporation Counsel shall determine, and 
each of said books and indexes shall be endorsed in print with its appropri­
ate title and volume and with the date of its coiiiinciiceiiient, and also with 
the uumber on the land map of the land section aud of the blocks txi which 
the entries therein relate; and no record or entry in anj* volume of either 
of said books or indexes shall be made, except such as relate to land located 
in the same land section except in the Register's Journals; and all instru­
ments in wilting relating to or affecting land in said city, or auy interest 
in such land, recorded filed or entered in the office ot said Register on and 
after the date when this act shall become operative shall be entered in said 
books and indexes as provided by this act, out no entries shall be made in 
said books and indexes except in respect of such instruments recorded, filed 
or entered on or after that date; and all said books aud indexes and the 
entries in, and contents of said books aud indexes shall be public records. 

SEC. 14. The said Mayor and Corporation Counsel are also herebj' 
required and directed immediately after the passage of this act, to cause to 
be prepared and made by competent surveyors and draughtsmen an index 
to be used in the office ot the Receiver of Taxes aud Assessments in said city 
for the purpose of entering therein unpaid taxes and unpaid assessments on 
land in said city and sales tor such unpaid taxes and assessments. 

Said index shall be known as the index of uupaid taxes and assessments 
and shaU conform to the same general plan of the indexes to be used in said 
Register's office under this act, and the sections and blocks and the numbers 
of such sections and blocks shaU correspond with said indexes in said Regis­
ter's office. 

It shall be the duty ot the Clerk of Arrears in said city to enter upon said 
index of unpaid taxes and assessments under each block or parcel ot land 
shown on said index, all unpaid taxes and assessments affectmg such block 
or parcel or any part thereof which shall be confirmed on or after the date 
when this act shall go into operation; which entry shall be made after the 
expiration of three months trom the time ot the confirmation of a tax or 
assessment if the same shaU then remain unpaid, and within six months 
from the date of such confirmation. 

The entries in respect of such unpaid taxes and assessments shall consist 
of the name ot the then owner of the said land assessed appearing upon the 
tax boolcs, the date of the confirmation of such uupaid tax or assessment, 
the principal amouut thereof and a memorandum of the work for which the 
assessment was laid, the ward number or lot number of the property taxed 
or assessed as appearing upon the ta.x maps, a reference to the volume and 
page ot the tax or assessment book where such tex or assessment is entered 
and the date of the payment of such tax or assessment when maiie. If any 
tax or as.sessmeut confirmed prior to the date when this act shall go into 
operation shall then be in arrears or anj' lot shaU then have been sold for 
an unpaid tax or assessment and not have been redeemed a note thereof 
shaU be entered on said index. 

•The Receiver of Taxes in said city shall UIKIU the requisition in writiug of 
any person and upon the payment of a fee of one dollar, make mider his 
hand and deliver to such person his certificate in writing of the mipaid taxes 
aud asses,sments then upon or sales for unpaid taxes or assessments ot any 
lot or parcel of land or contiguous lots of laud in said city claimed to be 
owned by such person and particularly described in such requisition, and 
upon the paj-ment of all such unpaid taxes and assessments appearing upon 
such certificate aud the redemption from such sales as shall appear upon 
such certificate affecting any such lot or parcel of land, the owner thereof 
and anj' subsequent owner thereof shall be forever thereafter free and 
exempt, and said land shaU thereafter be free and exempt from the pay­
ment and lien of any taxes or assessments laid or levied on such land. 

SEC. 15. For the purixise of procuring and preparing said maps, 
indexes and books, and putting the same in use, and otherwise carrying out 
the directions and intent of this act said Mayor and Corporation Counsel may 
in the name and on behalf of said city, hire rooms, purchase stationery and 
material and employ sm-veyors, draughtsmen and such other expert persons 
assistants and clerks as said Mayor and Corporation Counsel may in their 
judgment require or think proper tor such purjiose, aud may agree with the 
persons so employed tor their compensation; and such work or anj- part 
thereof may be done by pubUc or private contract, as said Mayor and Cor­
poration Counsel shall elect, and the compensation to such surveyors, 
draughtsmen and other persons so employed and the cost of such material 
and work and ot putting said system of indexes and books in use and opera­
tion in the offices where they are to be used as provided by this act, shall 
be jirovided and paid in the manner directed by the next section of this act. 

SEC. 16. The Board of Estimate and Apportionment of said city 
within sixty days after the passage of this act and from time to time there­
after shall, upon estimates presented to them by said Mayor and Corpora­
tion Counsel determine the amount Jot money necessary to defray the 
reasonable expenses to be incurred in carrying out the provisions of this 
act; and shaU forthwith report to the ComptroUer the amounts so deter­
mined upou. The said ComptroUer shaU include in the statement of the 
amounts authorized to be raised by tax in that or the next succeeding year 
on accoimt of the corporation of the city of New York, which he is now 
required by law to prepare and submit to the Board of Aldermen, the 
amount so determined by the board of Estimate and Apportiomnent, and 
such amount shaU be included with the other amounts raised by tax in such 
year. The said ComptroUer may trom time to time after the passage of 
this act issue revenue bonds of said city to an amoimt not in excess of the 
amount so determined by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment and 
included in the tax levy. The proceeds ot said bonds shaU be used to 
defray the expenses incurred or to be incurred in carrying out the provig-
ions of this act and shall be paid out from time to time by the Comptroller 

upon the requisition of the said Mayor and Corporation Counsel. The 
amount so determined bj- the Board of Estimate and Apportionment aud 
included in stiid tax levy shaU be the fund from which shall be paid the 
wages and charges of all surveyors, draughtsmen, clerks and other persona 
employed and also the cost ot maps, books, indexes, printing, stationery, 
material, room rent and other incidental expenses necessary to the per­
formance of said work. 

SEC. 17. AU said maps or plans, books and indexes shaU be com­
pleted, certified and deposited for use as aforesaid in the said offlces on or 
before one month prior to the time when this act shaU go into operation. 

SEC. 18. Said Register shaU, upon the requisition in writing of any 
pei-son, make a search in his office for any period for entries on either the 
index of transfers or the index of caveats affecting any parcel of land 
described in such requisition, and upon the completion ot such search which 
shaU be writhin ten days after the making ot such requisition, said Register 
shall enter in the book of Register's certiflcates ot search kept in his office in 
substantiaUy the form ot Schedule C hereto, which is to be deemed and taken 
as part ot this act, the certificate ot search made by him thereupon. Each 
original of said certificate shaU be sigued by the Register or his deputy, and 
a reference to the volume and folio of such certificate shall be made on the 
local index of transfers opposite to the entry of the last transfer of the 
property searched against. 

Said Register shall be entitled to receive and coUect from any person 
making such requisition the sum of flve cents for each and every return 
made on such certificate. 

SEC. 19. A certified copy of any such original certificate of search 
un-ier the hand and seal of said Register shall be issued by him to any pei-son 
requiring the same, upon the paj-ment to the Register ot the smn of three 
cents tor each and every return made on such certificate, which certified 
copy so issued shaU be of the same force and effect and shall be received as 
evidence m all courts the same as the original thereof kept in the office of 
said Register, and such original certificate shaU constitute a warrautj- on 
the part of the Register signing the certfficate ot the truth of the facte 
therein stated to auy person then or subsequently owning or having au 
interest in said land or anj' part thereof, who shall rely upon such certifi­
cate or certffied copy, and shall suffer loss or damage thereby, to the extent 
of such loss or damage, provided, however, that no action shall be brought 
on auy such certificate after the lapse ot ten years trom the date thereof. 

SEC. 30. Said Register shall be liable for any loss or damage to any 
person interested by reason of his faUure to index an instrumeut as required 
by this act or by reason ot an erroneous entry made by him or by his direc­
tion or by any clerk appointed by him in any book or index to be kept in 
his office as aforesaid, the amount of which loss or damage may be recovered 
by a suit at law, provided, however, that said Register shaU not be Uable 
tor an erroneous entry in the Register's Land Journal arising from an 
erroneous endorsement of an instrument or notice presented to be recorded 
or filed by the person presenting the same. 

SEC. 21. Whenever any msti-ument affecting land in said city 
duly acknowledged or proved so as to entitle the same to be recorded and 
endorsed as by this act provided shaU be presented to said Register for 
record or fiUng he shall endorse thereon the date, hour and minute of its 
receipt by him, aud he shall immediately thereupon enter a note of the samo 
in his journal, as by thus act provided, and he shall within teu days there­
after enter said instrument on the local index in his office in the order of its 
receipt by him in the manner provided by this act. 

SEC. 22. All instruments presented to said Register tor recording or 
filuig under the provisious ot this act, shall be legibly endorsed with the 
names of one or more of the respective parties thereto; the number ot the 
land section, and of the block m which the land affected by the instrument 
is situated, the index in which the same is to be entered whether of trans­
fers or of caveats, and the name ot the person or his attorney offering such 
instrument tor record or ffiing together with his residence and past office 
address; and the Register may in his discretion, refuse to receive an insti-u­
ment miless the same be so endorsed; provided, however, that the omission 
ot any required endorsement or an erroneous endorsement shall not render 
an instrument invalid nor prevent the recording or filing of such instrument 
from constituting notice it the same to be recorded or ffied, and provided 
also that such endoi-semeut and entry in any index or under any block 
according to such endorseinent shaU be at the risk of the person offering 
such instrument for record or filing. 

Such instruments may also be endorsed with the lot or ward number of a 
lot affected by the instrument, and in such case the Register may enter such 
lot or ward number on the Local Index in his discretion. 

All assigimients ot mortgages and of leases and aU releases satisfactions 
and extensions of mortgages to entitle the same to be recorded or ffied under 
this act shall state iu the body thereof the block number ot the property 
affected by the original instruments to which such assignments, releases, 
extensions and satisfactions respectively relate, and said Register need not 
receive such instruments for record or flling unless they contain such state­
ment. 

SEC. 33. Every instrument recorded or ffied by said Register under this 
act shall be stamped or endorsed by him with the number of the laud block 
mider which such instrument is indexed in the local index, stating whether 
such indexing is in the index ot transfei-s or index ot caveats, and his certffi­
cate of the record or flling of any such instrument in addition to the 
matters now required by law to be stated shall state the number of the 
land block under which such mstrument was indexed, and said Register 
shall be liable to anj- person for anj' loss or damage occurring to him by 
reason of an erroneous certificate ot said Register in that behalf. 

SEC. 34. All indexes by this act directed to be made and kept in the office 
of said Register, and the entries made in said indexes shall, for the purpose 
ot notice, be deemed and taken to be a pmt of the record of the instru­
ments to which such entries respectivelj' refer or relate, and such indexes 
and entries shall be deemed and held to be constructive notice to all subse­
quent purchasers, mortgagees, incumbrancers and dealers in laud of the 
instruments to which such entries respectively refer or relate, and ot the 
record or fiUng thereof and of the execution and contents of such instru­
ments, in the same manner and to the same extent as the recording or tUing 
of such instruments now is or may be notice. 

SEC. '25. Whenever a judgment or decree shaU have been made aud 
entered by any court changing, declaring or establishing the freehold title 
to any person in land ui said city, upon the production to said Register of a 
certified copy ot said judgment or decree and leaving the same with him for 
record, it shaU be the duty of said Register to record said judgment or 
decree in the Book of Land Transfers, and to enter a reference to the said 
judgmentpr decree in the Local Index of Transfers under the block in which 
said land is situated; and whenever a mortgage or other lien upon a free­
hold interest in land in said city shaU be foreclosed and a title to such inter­
est shaU have been transferred or transnutted to any person by vii-tue of an 
order, judgment or decree, it shall be the duty of said Register upon the 
production to him ot certified copies of such mortgage or other instrument 
creating such Uen and of such order, judgment or decree, and of the deed of 
conveyance made thereupon, to record such certified copies in the Book of 
Land Transfers in his office, and also to enter the same in the Local Index 
of Transfers under the block in which the land affected is situated, and to 
note the fact of such foreclosure on the margin ot the originals ot said 
instruments in his oflice, and on the Local Index of Caveats where they ai-e 
entered tt entered on such local index. 

SEC. 36. Any devisee or heir at law of a freehold interest ui land in 
said city under and by virtue of a wiU which has been duly proved in this 
State, or grantee of such devisee or heir-at-law, may have a certffied copy 
of such WlU and the probate thereof recorded in the office of said Register 
and entered on the Local In(?ex of Transfers in case he shaU ffie and record 
with such certified copy of such wlU, his affidavit stating that he is such 
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devisee, heir or grantee, his place of residence and relation.ship to tho testa­
tor, if any , and containing a descript ion or d i a g r a m of the proper ty claimed 
by him under or through such wUl, together with the land block number 
thereof. 

S E C . 37. Satisfactions, ass ignments a n d releases of mor tgages which 
shall bo recorded pr ior to the date when this ac t goes into operat ion, and 
also assignments of leases which shall be recorded pr ior to t ha t date , and 
also ins t rumeuts offered to said Register to r record or flling, changing the 
effect or in terpre ta t ion of ins t ruments recorded or ffied prior to t ha t date , 
shall be recorded, entered and ffied in the same offlces and in the same 
manne r as is now authorized by law for the recording or flling of such 
satisfactions, assignments, releases and ins t ruments , to the in tent t h a t the 
entries of all such satisfactions, assignments, releases and insti-uments 
which relate to ins t ruments ffied or recorded prior to the above Itist-men-
tioued date, shall be entered in the same offices, and in the same books and 
under the same system of recording, en t ry and indexing as a t present. 

S E C . 38. Said Register shall, on a n d after the date when this ac t shall 
go into operat ion, keep in his office a lexicographical list of the names of 
al l g ran to r s and grantees of land entered t rom t ime to t ime on the local 
index of transfei-s in his office, re fer r ing after each name to the numbers of 
the blocks of laud in the said iudex under which such name is entered. 
Said Regi-ilor shall also keep in his office a .simUar separate list ot mor tgagor s 
and moi-tgagees whose names appear upon the local index of caveats. He 
shall also keep in his office a simUar separate list ot registered owners and 
caveators, other t han mor tgagors and mortgagees, whose names appear upon 
the local index ot caveats . Such lists shall be made up complete everj-
three months f rom the t ime said local indexes a re commenced, and the 
same shall be pubUc records. 

S E C . 39. Whenever a n y new or different blocks of land than the 
blocks now existing in said ci ty shall be formed by the opening or closing of 
any street, avenue, road, boulevard or pa rkway , it shall be the du ty of the 
then ac t ing Mayor and Corporat ion Counsel of said c i ty to cause such new 
blocks from t ime to t ime to be numbered consecutively upwards t r o m the 
Itist number then upon said land map , and to cause maps of such new blocks 
to be made, certifled and ffied in the same m a n n e r and in the same offices as 
the previous land maps. And the separate maps of such blocks m a y be 
consolidated into one or more maps , and also said new blocks m a y be sub­
divided iuto laud sections whenever , in the j udgmen t ot said Maj-or and 
Corporat ion Counsel, i t shaU be advisable to do so, and upon said maps or 
any ot t hem beuig certified and ffied as aforesaid, they shall const i tute laud 
maps of said city and become pubUc records. The land blocks and land 
sections and the numbers ot said blocks and .sections shall not be changed 
after they have beeu ouce designated and entered on said maps. 

S E C . 3o. Whenever , iu the j u d g m e n t of said Register , ' the local indexes 
authorized by this ac t cannot in exceptional cases tor a n y reason be conven­
ient ly and safely used for indexing t ransfers of land caveats, liens and 
ins t ruments as provided by this ac t and tbe use of such indexes is not in 
fact in a n j ' such case practicable, said Register may , wi th the approval in 
wr i tu ig o l the Corporat ion Counsel of said city, in such cases subst i tute such 
other methods ot indexing or en te r ing in said Register 's office such t ransfers , 
caveats, Uens and ins t ruments as said Register and Corporat ion Counsel 
shall de termine and said Register m a y wi th Uke approva l estabUsh sub-
indexes or sub-records in cases where he shall t h ink the circumstances 
w a r r a n t , and the methods so substi tuted and pu t into operat ion in the office 
ot said Register shaU be of the same force and effect as a n y other method 
authorized by this act. 

S E C . 31. I n case where there shall have been an erronious indexing of 
a n y ins t rument in the office of said Register, he shall, on being satisfied 
thereof, re-index such ins t rumen t in tbe proper index, and he shall a t the 
same t ime make a note ot such uew indexing upon the index in which the 
i n s t rumen t was so erroneously indexed, opposite the en t ry thereof. 

S E C . 33. No e n t r y m a n y book or index in said Register 's office shaU 
be erased so as to be illegible, bu t iu case of a n y correction the same shaU 
be m a d e wi thout dest roying the original e n t r y by d rawing a liue t h rough 
such original en t ry . 

S E C . 33. Any person present ing to said Register an ins t rument for 
record or filing under this act , shall pay to said Register, in addi t ion to the 
fees now required by law to r record ing or filing like inst rumente , the 
fur ther sum of one dol lar to r the en t ry ot such ins t rmnen t ou the local 
iudex. 

S E C . 34. Wheneve r an i n s t n u n e n t t ransfer r ing land or any interest in 
land has been entered on the local index of t ransfers , and the nex t succeed­
ing ins t rument t ransfer r ing the same land or any p a r t thereof is executed 
by a person other t han the last preceding registered owner , shall Register 
shaU not place such last ins t rument on the local iudex or t ransfers unless 
such ius t runient shall contain or be endorsed wi th a s ta tement of the name 
of the last preceding registered owner of said land as indexed, signed by 
the gran tee named in such last ment ioned ins t rumen t or by his a t to rney , 
and such ins t rument shaU thereupon be indexed accorduig to such 
s ta tement . 

S E C . 35. This act shall be construed liberaUy by aU courts accord ing to 
the ti-ue in tent and purpose thereof, which is declared to be to estabUsh the 
use of local indexes for public records re la t ing to land in the city ot New 
York , and iu case the construction of said ac t or a n y pa r t thereof shaU be 
doubtful the courts a r e hereby directed to give such construct ion there to as 
shaU cari-j' out the general purpose, meaning and in tent of this ac t as herein 
declared, aud said ac t is hereby declared and shaU be deemed and taken tc 
be a general and public ac t and not a local act . 

S E C . 36. All acts and par t s of ac ts inconsistent with this present ac t a re 
hereby repealed, bu t all existing ac ts so far as this ae t is not inconsistent 
therewi th shall be deemed to remain in force. 

S E C . 37. This ac t shall go into operat ion on the first day of J u l y in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eighty [ ], except as is by this ac t 
o therwise expressly provided. 

GRANTORS. 

J o h n Doe, 

R i c h a r d Roe , 
b y Geo . S h a r p , 

Sheriff. 

J a r a e s W h i t e . 

W i l l i a m Black , 
by J o e l Young ' , 

e x e c u t o r . 

R o b e r t Moore , 
h y M a r y Moore , 

he i r . 

F r a n k H a r t . 

H e n r y B r o w n . 

I r a S m i t h , 
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S C H E D U L E B. 

FORM OF LOCAL BLOCK INDEX FOR INDEXING LIENS ON LAND AND CAVEATS. 

J L 
> ' I N T H S T R K E T . 

1 1-20. 

E I U H T H S T R E E T . 

S e c t i o u -1, B l o c k 1 4 2 0 . 

S C H E D U L E A. 

FORM OF LOCAL BLOCK INDEX FOR INDEXING TRANSFERS OF LAND AND 

CERTIFICATES OF SEARCH. 

REGISTERED 
OWNERS. 

Richard Roe, 

Rob't Moore, 

Wm. Black. 

Frank Hart. 

Ira Smith. 

Ira Smith. 

Thomas Scott 

INATURE 
OF LIEN 

CAVEATORS. OR 
CLAIM 

James Dunn. Mort­
gage. 

Emil Smith. 1 Lease. 

Amos Wright t̂̂ '̂ ^ l̂̂ -

Sam. Jones. 

Chas. Clute. 

Henry Burke 

Notice 
of 

action. 

Power 
ot 

att 'y. 

Execu-
l iou . 

Me-
John Flint, jchanics 

I lieu. 

Mort­
gages. 

Leases, 

Cav­
eats. 

Cav­
eats. 

Powers 

Cav­
eats. 

Cav­
eats. 

20 4 

1 8 

14 I 3 

• | * -

1881), 
J a n . ti. 

1888, 
. \ p r i l 1 

1889, 
Oct. 8. 

1891, 
June 2. 

10 

1892, 
Nov. 7 

1 1898, 
Feb. 2. 

1893, 
Mar. 4. 

WHEN 
DIS-

C H ' R G D . 

1887, 
JIar. 2, 

189'1, 
M a y 1. 

1893. 
Mar. 1, 

10 

J I. 
N I N T H S T K E E T . 

E I G H T H S T R E E T . 

S e c t i o u 4 , B l o c k 1 4 2 0 . 

S C H E D U L E C. 

R E G I S T E R ' S CERTIFICATE OF SEARCH. 

Office of the Register of the i I I^and Section IV. 
Ci ty a n d County of New York , } ^ Bl ick 1420. 

S t a t e of New York . ) ( Lot 10. 
I hereby certify t h a t I have on the requisition of Thomas Scott searched 

t h e Local Index of Transfers of land and also the Local Index of Caveats in 
m y office for all entries of ins t ruments thereon since , 
affecting the foUowing premises, to wi t : 

(Here insert description or d iagram) 
Such search being agains t the names of the following persons, to wi t : 

James White, Robert Moore, Frayik Hart and Thomas Scott, and 
tha t the unde rwr i t t en a re the only said entries on either of said indexes 
to the date of this certificate except of such caveats on the Local Index of 
Caveats as appear thereon to be satisfied. 

ON LOCAL INDEX OF TRANSFERS. 

J a m e s Wlii te to Rober t Moore, Vol. 21 of Books of Transfers, fol. 9, regis­
tered Apri l 20, 1887, lot No. 10. 

Rober t Moore, by Mary Moore, heir, to F r a n k H a r t , Vol. 77 of Book of 
Transfers, fol. 3, registered May 1, 1891, lot No. 10. 

F r a n k H a r t to Thomas Scott , Vol. 101 of Book of Transfere, fol. 5, registered 
November 1,1802, lot No. 10. 

ON LOCAL INDEX OF CAVEATS. 

Rober t Moore ads. Erail Smith, lease. Book of Leases, Vol. '20, fol. 4, regis­
tered Apri l 1, 1888, lot No. 10. 

F r a n k H a r t ads. Sam. Jones, Notice of Action, Book of Caveats Vol. 6, fol. 
4, registered J u n e 2, 1891, lot No. 10. 

Thomas Scot t ads. J o h n Fl int , Mechanics Lien, Book of Caveats , Vol. 
1.5, fol. 2, registered March 4, 1893, lot No. 10. 

W I T N E S S m y hand a n d seal of office this 
day of in the yea r 

[Official Seal.] 
Register of the 

City and County of New York . 
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