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cottedsilver by refusing touse itas apartof theirreserve,andby
agreeing not to settlebalances between each other at theclearing
house in that metal. Thus any amount which was not kept in
active circulation found its way back into the government treas-
ury through the doorwayof public dues. The growth of business
in the United States requires an addition to the currency every
year of about $20,000,000 in denominations of $20 and less, so
that it is easy toseethat when the annual issue is increased by the
new act, there will be a large surplus over and above require-
ments that cannot but have a great effect upon thebusiness. Mr.
Taussig thinks thatat first it will be impossible to get $60,000,-
-OUO a year of new notes into circulation. The government
will have to hoard the excess; but as this can be possible
for only a short time, it will have to force the
issueof thenew currency,and this,says Mr. Taussig, would bring
about "surely a period of inflation with all its intoxicating and
demoralizingeffects." This willend,hesays,in thebreakingdown
of thegold standard. Gold will flow out in foreign payments and
theNationalTreasury may be drainedof its gold. Prices will rise
andall thephenomenaof inflationwill be visible. Prof. Taussig,
however,evidently perceivesthe weakness of his positionand rec-
ognizes that he has a foothold only on very shifting ground.
The calculationisbasedupona number ofestimatesas tothevalue
ofseveral unknownquantities. For instance, how rapidly will the
oldhanknotes be retired? for the placeof these will be taken by
the newcurrency. Andagain with the growth of this country
and theexpansionof its retail trade, may there not be required
muchmore than $20,000,000 a year! The banks, too, may use
silver for reserve in the settlement of balances at the clearing
house; andanyof thesecontingencies,or all,will tend todefeatanti-
cipation. Mr,Taussig recognizes these facts,but he hardly gives
them the importance they deserve. He states them by way of
parenthesis,so as tohedge himself roundwith justification, if the
course of events should prove him a false prophet. We believe
itwill, surely so far as gold shipmentsare concerned.
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THEstock market in this city during the pastweek has been
dulland characterless. The final passage of the McKinley

billhad noappreciableeffect,and neither the bears nor the bulls
showed animation or confidence. The adjournment of Congress
generallyprovidesanexcuse for the purchase of stocks, but not
eventhecertainty that there would be no further changes in the
laws,and consequently interruptionsin trade,couldcause activity.
Meantime the state of business, outside the stock market, has
remained the same

— that is, exceptionallyprosperous. Manufact-
urersarein many cases a coupleof montl.s behind their orders,
and in spiteof the enormous importations in anticipationof the
McKinley bill, the demand continues good. Bank clearings have
neverbeenso large; and the iron trade is still prosperous. Further-
more, the exportsfrom this andother portshaveheavily increased.
Neither can the decreased net earnings of the railroads be
regarded as unqualifiedly discouraging feature. As we
pointed out last week, this does not mean a falling off
in the amount of freight handled;but simply low rates owing
tostrenuous competition. At the same time, after making due
allowance for the prosperity of general business, there are aspects
to themoney marketwhich arecausingalarmin Wallstreet. The
importersaremakingdemands on thebanks, aud will continue to
doso, inorder tocarry the largestocksof goods recently brought
from abroad,as wellas topay for them. Inconsequence, although
money is loaned atcallat very low rates,moneyon time is diffi-
cult to get, the price being stiff. Brokers are uneasy, in conse-
quence. Itmust be remembered that the government will not
make disbursements next January, the interest payments
having been anticipated. Inregard to foreign businessconditions
and their effect onour market, there are no new developments.
The talk of retaliation against the provisionsof the McKinley Bill
seems to be subsiding. Both Russia and Austria, however, are
considering changes intheir financial systems whichmay effect us
in time. It would not be difficult for either of those countries to
returnto speciepayments at thepresent juncture; and theparticu-
lar form of specie payments discussed is a gold standard. The
effect of this would probably be, as in the caseof Germany, to
throw large amounts of silver on the market, which, under our
silver legislation would be sold tothis country.

WE notice that the County Democracy organization of the
19th AssemblyDistrict advocatesa department of building

for the city independentof allother departments,and havepassed
a resolution urging the nomination of T. Hugh Boormanin order
that thereform may be pushedat Albany. As our readersknow,
The Record and Guide has been advocatingsuch a measure. At
presentan architect has to file separate plansat the Fire Depart-
ment and theHealth Department and before the building is com-
pleted and fit for occupancy has toget severalpermits;for water,
gas, etc. This entails agreat dealof unnecessaryexpense,probably
amounting toat least $100,000 a year,which,of course,comes out
of the pocketof the architect or the builder. Itis quite unneces-
sary. A consolidation of the departments under one head, so far
asnewbuildings are concerned, could easily be accomplished and
would result m a great saving of time as well as of money. We
hopethe County Democracy of the 19th District or anyotherpoliti-
cal organization will take the matter up and push it through to
some result. We arecertain if the matter is only brought before
thepublic intheproper wayit will receive general support.

THE termination of thebrick boycott was a little unexpected:
but it wasnone the less a welcome fact. A full report of

how the matter was brought to a close is printed in another
column with interviews with some of the manufacturers and
members of the labor organizations. The most imjiortant fact
whichthecontest has revealedis the powerful opposition which
Capitalcan makeif itbe organized. Inpast troubles Labor has had
the advantage for this reason,and there is very little doubt that
the most serious outcomeof the difficulty just ended for Labor is
that it has demonstrated to its opponents a method which
hadnot beenpreviously used. That thematterhas beenterminated
so speedily gives chance for some activity in building this season.
It is not to be expected that allthe work postponed will nowbe
undertaken. A considerable part of it,undoubtedly, willbe car-
riedover tonextseason. Nevertheless,somethinghas beengained.
There is yet time for us tosee a fairly active season.

IN the currentnumber of theForum, Prof. F. W.'Taussig, ofHar-
vard, has an interesting article on the " Working of thenew

Silver Act." Itdeserves careful consideration, for the facts and
theinferencesit containsareof the utmost iinjiortance, especially
the latter,if they be true. The article is all the more valuable
because it is not written in a controversial tone. Itis merely an
endeavor to anticipate, as far as possible,tbe reasonablyprobable
outcomeof recent legislation. Prof. Taussig pointsout first of all
that the present act makesno important change in the provisions
of the

'"Blandact" of 1878. The difference lies chiefly in the
amount of silver to beissued;for the change in form from silver
dollarsand silver certificates to Treasury notes, redeemableeither
in gold or silver, at the option of the government, is not of much
importance. As to the difference in the amount, the annual issue
under the old act was about $30,000,000. whereas nowitwill be
between $50,000,000 and $60,000,000. In answering the question:
Whateffect will this larger issue haveon the gold standardandon
general prices?, Prof. Taussig points out the serious error
whicharises from theunder-estimationofthepart whichcreditplays
as a medium of exchange. He says themost importantsingle item
of thepurchasing power of this country consists of bank deposits
andbank checks. By meansof these,all the largetransactions and
a greatproportion of the smaller ones are carried out, so that
this is really the chief* part of our currency; and notes of all
denominations whatsoever are really subsidiary. The issue
of silver in the past had so little effect, he thinks, because
neither silver norgold has played the chief partin ourmonetary
system. Indeed -in 1878 when the Silver Actof that year was
passed,thebanks, andespecially thebanks of New York City, boy-

NOW that William Steinwayhas returned from Europe,doubt-
less MayorGrant will not lose much time in redeeming his

promise toreappointthat gentlemanand hisconfreres on theRapid
Transit Commission to their former official positions. We have
already expressedan opinionas to the futility of such a course,and
we refer to itatthepresent junctureonly for thepurpose ofdirect-
ing attention to a letter which was publishedin TheRecord and
Guide on the7thof May,1887,and whichmakes interesting read-
ing in relation to the routeselected by MayorGrant's Commission
lastspring. This letter readas follows:
Editor Record and Guide

You are mistaken in stating that anunderground tunnel is to bebuilt
under Elm street from the 42d street depot to theBrooklyn Bridge. Tho
arrangement is for a four-track .levatedroad, which is tobeconstructed
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within a year,betweeu the 42d street depot and the City Post-office.
Elm street is to be widened, as you say, and extended toPrintingHouse
square on one end and to 4th avenue on the other. Lafayette place
will be part of tbenew street. An understanding has been arrivedat
between Jay Gould and the Vanderbilts. Tbe Manhattan Company will
supply the elevatedroad onElm street,and the Central & HudsonRiver
Road will utilize its sunken tracks above 42d street, so that New Yorkers
will havereal rapid transit from the Harlem River toCity Hall Park.
Twoof the elevated tracks onElm street willbe for trains which willnot
stopbetween4_d streetand tbe Brooklyn Bridge; but there willbe two
tracks for waypassengers. A new companymay be organizedto give us
thenpeded improvement; but the persons behind who will profitby this
newline of swift transit will be the Vanderbilts and the owners of the

Orleans from 11.29 to 12.61. In amount New York has gained
29*^ millions, Baltimore 23% millions, and New Orleans e24\%
millions. Nowitis by no means adifficult matter to explainthese
alterationsin percentages,but it is not so easytoestimate thecom-
parativeimportanceof the different causes. Thus the Financial
Chronicle is inclined toascribe the increased percentagesof Phila-
delphiaandBaltimore to the differentials in their favor allowedby
therailroads on freight shipments between westernpointsand the
sea-board. That these differentialsgive themoresoutherly ports a
manifest advantage may begathered from the fact thatthe trans-
portation charge on freight coming from Chicago is 60 cents less
per ton to Baltimore and40 cents less per ton toPhiladelphia than
to New York. Then theheavy grainexportsoperatedto the special
advantage of Baltimore and Philadelphia,for the large crop of
cereals last year was raised in a section which was
naturally tributary to those two cities. Furthermore, in so
far as New Orleans is concerned, the increase is due not only
to themuchheavier corn shipments but to the great exports of
cotton. All the Southern ports havefelt the effects of the same
movement, asmay be seen from the fact that the i.creases inper-
centage in Baltimore andPhiladelphiahave not been sufficient to
wipeout the decreases inNew York andBoston, and that, conse-
quently, the totalof the four portsis a smaller percentage of all
the exports in 1890 than it was in 18s9. This,of course, is one of
the first consequences of the industrial awakening in the South.
Inthe future there will be a more equitabledistributionof industry
throughout the wholecountry. The trafficservicein theSouthern
States will improve, its workingcapital will increase,and it will
havebetter facilities for shipment. Atpresent itisoccupiedalmost
wholly withselling. The tenprincipal ports besides NewOrleans
had during thepast year exports amounting to $120,726,325, and
importsaggregatingonly $2,346,457, whileNew Orleansitself, with
shipments to the valueof $108,126,391, receivedcommodities worth
but $14,771,881. There is no signas yet that the Northern cities,
andparticularly New York, is losing any of its import trade; but it
canhardly be doubted that when wealth begins toaccumulate in
the South that her consumption of foreign commodities will
increase largely.

Manhattansystem One Who Knows
InDecember of the same year the Times of this city made the

sameannouncement. Itsaid:
A four-track tailway running express trains on the middle tracks, and

local trains on tbe outside tracks, is tobebuilt fromthePost-office through
Elm streetand 4th avenue to 42d street. Embarked in the enterprise,
according to tbe Times' informant, are W. K. Vanderbilt, Cornelius Van-
derbilt, Chauncey M. Depew,Orlando B. Potter, John Jacob Astor, Will-
iam W. Astor, the Rhinelanders, the Ixirillards,andmany otherrepresenta-
tivepeople. More than enoughhas been given toassure the financial sup-
port, without which any underground railwayscheme would never reach
fruition. The plan is said to have taken form simultaneously with the
plan to widen Elm street and extend it through toa juncUon with4th
avenue at or near Astor place.

These quotations indicate sufficiently that serious efforts were
made not somany yearsagotoconstruct thevery line whichMayor
Grant's Commission haveselected as the most feasible under the
presentcircumstances; and it is, perhaps,not altogether a coinci-
dence that oneof the gentlemen whosename is mentioned in con-
nection with the former scheme is a member of Mayor Grant's
Commission. The developmentoftheplan wTas interruptedat the
time owingprobably to theoppositionof ex-Mayor Hewitt, but it
has alwaysexistedunder the surface ready to spring intovisible
beingunder the encouragement of events. The names of some of
its supporters are also an indication that the Vanderbilts will not
be coy in refusiugco-operation, and that also Mr. Jay Gould will
probably havea large finger in any rapid transit pie thatis to
be cut THERE is nothingNew York can do toprevent the working of

the causes above outlined. In themain they are the result
of the changing conditions of trade, which by expanding the area
of [production, forces commodities of allkinds to seek a more
accessible outlet. But cannot New York do something tocounter-
act them? These are times inwhich events cannot be allowed to
take theirowncourse. It is not thecustomeither of individuals
orof communities to sit silently acquiescent and see business drift
away. Events may sometimes be too strong for them;but this
factmust notbe assumeduntilit isproved. What hasNew York
done toattract business f What facilities haveweofferedbetter
than those which could be obtained elsewhere? What measures
have we taken toovercome the difficulties whichnaturally result
from our situation on an island? There is no answer to these
questions. Having had little reason in the past to be dis-
contented with our share of the export and the import trade
ot the country, we have assumed that all we had was
our manifest right. Our docks have been of the poorest
description,andbut little determinedefforthasbeenmadetobring
toourown thresholdtheproductsof the countries' various indus-
tries. There is nothing verystrangein thisindispositiontoofferthe
best possibleservice. Itis inevitablein ayoungaadrapidly-grow-
ing country that capitalshould wish to remain fluid; the oftener
it turnedover the larger the return. But just as in this city prog-
ress inbuilding has been from small, inconspicuous, unattractive
and poorly-constructed houses to the large and ornate buildings
which, atpresent, line Broadway and the more important side
Btreets; and just as progress in railroad construction has meant
the substitutionof steelrails, rock ballast andheavy rolling stock,
for the flimsy iron rails and light-weight engines of twenty and
thirty years ago; so in thematter of ourdocksandall appertaining
thereto,substantial stone andiron construction must supersedethe
wroodenpiles and wretched shanties which disfigure our water
front. Every improvement which wouldtendtomakeshipping a
matterof less time,less money andless troublethanitis atpresent
should be energetically pushed. Congress should not be allowed
toprove itself delinquentin finishing the HarlemRiver improve-
ment and in removing the obstructions in our harbor. The con-
struction of better.docks should make way for no improvement
except tbe building of a rapid transit line. Measures should be
taken tosecure theprompt enactmentof allthe necessary laws to
remove,so far as possible, the dependence of commerce on our
expensive system of river and harbor transportation

—
that is, the

bridge over the Hudsonand the tunnel under the Narrows ought
tobe constructed as soon as may be. When all these things are
done we shallbeina far more advantageous position tocompete
withthe other sea-boardcities for the export trade; anduntilthey
aredoneNew York willbesofar responsiblefor whatever decrease
there is intheproportionof that tradewhichfalls toher share.

rTIHE Republican Congressional Committee has already com-
-m- menced distributing a panygeric showing whata "glorious

record" itmade in the session just ended. It is decidedly full-
toned, of course, anddoes not allow a little thing likemodesty or
a scrupulousconsideration of fair play towards opponentsto stand
in the way of the production of an effective political document.
For instance, much is suppressedin a way which candor will find
ithard totolerate in the statement that the Republicanparty "

has
put our navyand our coast defenses into such a state of efficiency
as they had not been for a quarter of a century," for, as every-
one knows, the movement to create a new navy according
to modern standards was initiated by ex-Secretary Whitney
during the only Democratic administration that has been inpower
since the War, and Secretary Tracy has simply continued the
effort. The document, however,is as correct in its statements as
wecan expecta strictly partisandocument lo be,concocted as all
such productionsare, viz.,on theprinciple that the public can be
fooled and is to be fooledasmuch aspossible. There is this to be
said: theRepublican Party has fulfilled its campaignpledgestoan
extent that rarely happensafter election. The DependentPension
bill was passed, the tariff has been increased, an important silver
bill has beenmade law. New States havebeen admitted into the
Union,and ananti-Lottery bill has beenpassed. All of this legis-
lation is not tobe approvedof. Some of it, like the Dependent
Pension bill, is, we believe, shameful; but there it is: something
tangible has resulted from months of controversyand labor. Itis
a " record

" by which the party must stand or fall. It is not a
bundle of intentions thathave producednothing. Itis something
definite and positive which can easily be understood and pro-
nouncedupon by the country.

NEW YORKERS may well ponder seriously over the figures
printedin theFinancial Clironicle showing the exportsfrom

this port in comparisonwith the other ports in the Union. The
fact is wellknown that our city has not in the past beenholding
its own in this respect with Baltimore. Philadelphia and New
Orleans, but when wesee the figures year after year repeating the
same tale it behooves us to consider seriously its causes and to
removethem,if thatbe possible.During thepast fiscalyeartherehas,
indeed, been a substantial increase over previous years in the value
of the gross exports from this port amounting to some$29,000,000,
but the proportionof the total exports of the country that were
shippedfrom New York harbor wereover 2)y per cent less in1890
than in IBe9, about3}^per cent less than they were in 1886, and
about5% per cent less than they werein 1885. On the other hand,
Baltimore's percentage has jumped from 6.82 in 1889 to 8.62
in 1890, Philadelphia from 4.01 to 4.36, and that of New
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position is increasingly insecure, they suppose that some onemust
be to blame,andask the government to insure to them cheap cap-
italandcheaptransportation regardless of the immediate results
toothers'and theultimateresults tothemselves.

Farmers as Radicals.

MANY thoughtful menof an earlier day supposed that the
farmers of theUnitedStates would always standas a con-

servative barrier against any tendency towards "socialism"
on the partof theurban population. They seemed bound by all
the tiesof self-interestto resist any attack on the institution of
privateproperty,or any greatencroachmentof governmentupon
the domain of individualinitiative. However much they, as sep-
arate persons, might grumble, ithardly seemedpossible thatthey
would come tobenumbered with the really discontented classes.
The flriftof populationto the cities was notedanddeprecated;but
it wasnot feared that those necessarily remaining in tbe country
wouldeverbeotherthan obstinatedefendersof the existingorder
of things.

As inthe caseof most organizations of the discontented, they
ask for many unreasonable things, but a better understanding of
the situation and a better co-ordination of industrial forces will
nonethe less result from their combined agitation for the redress
of grievances

A WORD aboutWestern farmers, whoareatpresent the subject
of so muchnewspaper and magazine speculation. We in

theEast are justbeginningto understandthe Western farmer; in
other words,weare havingour eyes opened to the fact that we
have longbeen deceivedas to his real personality. He has been
presented tous so continually incaricature thatwe unconsciously
havecome to think the exaggerationreal. Because he is not "up
tocity ways

"
we havebeen inclined toregard him as ignorant in

all things. His ready-madeclothes we havemistaken for a sign of
poverty. Politicians havetried topersuadecitizens of this country
that the farmer is oppressedand. overtaxed,and havesucceeded
in makingabout every onebelieveitbut the Western farmer him-
self. The accountsof the styleof living, habits and education of
the Western farmer whichhave been published are of the order
of that which appeared recently in the New York Sun, viz.:
Written by correspondentssent out to

"
writeup

"
certain farm

communities, who, going on the principle "from one learn all,"
attributedto farmers generally the shortcomings of thehousehold
in which theychanced tostaywhile securing their material. The
articles in the Sunespecially gives this impressionto one whohas
movedtosome extentamong farmers.

This faithin the assuredconservatism of the farming classes was
rudely shaken by the granger legislation of the seventies,and the
present prospect for further legislationdictatedby them does noth-
ing to re-establish the old confidence. In lowa, Nebraska and
Kansasallpoliticiansarecompeting for their favor, anditis found
thatusually the most effective wayis topose as anenemy of the
railroads. At Washington the situation is much the same, and
propositions for government loans at very low interest on real
estatesecurity or on deposits of grainor cottonare listened toand
soberly discussedbecause they are proposed by the greatorganiza-
tions of farmers.

Formerly the farmer was conservativebecause independent,and
independentbecauseactually orpotentiallyisolated. The rest of
industrial society couldnot exist without him, but he could get
along quitepassably without the rest of industrial society. A man
soplaced is not going toquarrelat all seriously with existing con-
ditions; his positionis toosecure tobe endangeredby rash experi-
menting. But recent developmentshaverendered the isolationof
the individual farmer practicallyimpossibleand haveincreased in
unnumbered ways his dependence upon the rest of industrial
society. He not only does not produce thecloth heusesbuthardly
ever the clothing into which it is made;he does not make shoes
for himself or harness for his horses, and thehides from his cattle
are nolonger made into leather by alocaltannerbutgo,he knows
not where, tobe tanned. The village blacksmithisno longer able
to make mostof the machinery needed,butit comes from distant
factories, and theblacksmith is oftenunequal to the task evenof
repairing it. In some districts the farmers do not produce the
flour theyeat,and in othersdo not raise the*oats and corn they
feed to the stock. One who raises live-stock may buy his salt
meat, andevenhis fresh beef, from dealers who in turn get it
from the great packing houses to which his hogs and cattle are
sent.

NOW, whatis the truthregarding the Western farmers? They
arenot by anymeans the ignorant dupesthey aresogenerally

thought tobe. Onminor facts of current interest they arenot
perhaps so well informed as the merchants in our cities, for
instance, but of all subjects of national orlocal importance they
will be found to have an intelligent understanding. They no
longer feel obliged to select their representative in county and
state fromthe lawyerclassas they oncedid. In other wrords, they
havereachedthe pointof self-assertion andconfidencein their own
ability. This is not the Western farmer as we have been accus-
tomedto think ofhim.

OF late wehavehada great dealof talk in theEast about mort-
gaged farms inIllinois andother Western States. One hears

nothing of this talk inIllinois among the farmers. True, thereare
farmers inthat Statecarrying heavy mortgages;but on investiga-
tionitwill be disclosed that almost without exception the cause is
due to the farmer himself, andnot because farming inthat locality
has ceased to be a profitable pursuit. It is not all of farming to
scratch the earth,put in the seeds, leaving to nature the rest. It
takes

" head"to farm aswellas it does to carry on other under-
takings,and farmsare often mortgaged through lack of proper
management, as for the same reason business firms fail. The
statementhas beencirculatedagainandagain thatover ninety per
cent of themerchantsin this country failsome time or another;
yetitis not generally held that this line of business is unprofitable.
Incomparisononly asmallper cent of Western farms are mort-
gaged,and still on every hand wehear itsaid thatfarmingin the
Westis becomingunprofitable. Inthecounty ofLaSalle, Illinois,
a mortgagedfarm is somethingalmostunknown, and why? Be-
causethe farmers of that county arean intelligent, industriousand
provident class. The land in La Salle County is not richer
than in many other counties, nor are the taxes lighter.
It is the thorough, intensive cultivation of the land,
the careful rotation of crops,proper drainage; inshort, itis the
farmers themselves that make the difference betweenprofitable
andunprofitablefarming. To be sure,succession of badseasons
mayrenderofnoeffect themost thoroughandintelligent farming.
Inefficient management and successive bad crop seasons are the
chiefcauses which farmers themselvesgive for farmsbeing mort-
gaged. Writers, who attribute the cause to social arrangements,
overlook these almost entirely. Depend upon it, the farmers
themselves knowmore about this subject which lies so close to
them than disinterested outside speculators. An incident will
bring out thispoint. A young lecturer who for overanhour had
been trying topersuadethegoodold farmers of thepeach growing
districtof Delaware that the causeof all their troubles was the tax
systemwhich bore unequally upon them, and needed reform was
suddenly interruptedby an old granger,who said:"What yousay
aboutour tax systemmay beall right. lam inclined to think it
is;but whatwe wantdownhere is something tocure the 'yallers'
on ourpeach trees."

In other words,the farmer has become oneof the interdependent
partsof the industrial organism,suffering when the other parts
suffer, as certainlyas oneorganof the humanbody feels theeffects
of diseaseinthe otherorgans. He produces mainly for the pur-
pose of exchange, and only to an unimportant extent for the
immediate satisfactionof his own wants. Because producing for
the market, itia necessary thatheshouldhave thebest appliances,
or he willbeunable tocompetesuccessfully, and the losses result-
ing will soonswallow uphis farm. Toget the improvedmachin-
ery or best breeds of stock requires a veryconsiderable amount of
capital, andhebecomes vitallyinterested inthe moneymarket. If
in debt,fluctuationsin thepurchasing power of legal tender cur-
rency may ruin or enrich him. Transportation ratesareamatter
of first importanceandone upon whichhis prosperity or impover-
ishment depends. His predecessors could farm negligently and
withsmall capitaland yecbesecurein their position; if he does so
now he will be swept pitilesslyfrom his farm. The sameresult
may also bebrought about, despiteany amount of intelligence and
industry onhis part,by forces wholly beyond hiscontrol.

Farmers, thusforcedto become one of the militant industrial
classes of tbe time, lose many of their old characteristics. Like
mostnumerousbut ill-organized classes their greatest difficulty is
in finding out just what they want,and like the other classes they
areinclined to do the most obvious thing for their own relief,
regardless of remotebut inevitablereactions. The early attempt
of the grangers todoaway withmiddlemen by co-operativestores
and business agenciesonly servedto show, through loss and dis-
couragement, thatthe American middleman earns,as a rule, all
hegets; and themorerecent experimentsof the Alliance in Texas
andelsewhere seem to tendinthe samedirection. The attempt to
storeand holdtheproduceof the farmsinorder* toforce pricesup
toaremunerative figure has proventoo difficult to execute;and
having thus failed toestablisha trust of their own theynow urge
governmentto forbidall trusts. At the same time they ask gov-
ernment tohelp them, by loans on crops, to carry out theplan for
raisingpricesin which, by themselves, they havefailed.

They thus join the radicals of the townsandmanufacturing and
mining districts in turningto the State for relief from oppressive
conditions. Feeling that they are not prosperous, and that their

rT**IHE wit who, whentold thatheought todo something for pos-
-a- terity, asked, "What has posterity done for me?" would
not,in theory,atall events, findmuch sympathy among mankind
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