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Yearly Buildíng Materiai Marl<et. 

RKVtEW OF ALL THE lÆADINQ AETICLES FOR THE YEAR EMDING 

DECEMBER 31, ISDl. 

Our annual report iipon the busiiiess in s t ruc tura l mater la l du r ing tbe 
year jus t stricken from the calendar ia herewitb present»d. The eff ' r t has 
been to toucb upon all salient features as briefly as po.ssible consistent with 
a proper presnrvation of the record, but tbe mult ipl ici ty of the art icles 
necessarily enuoierated makos the review an extensive one aud eutai l-d no 
small amount of labor. The preservation and compiling of s tat is t icí has 
b ' e n conducted witb the g rea les tca re from unassailablesourcesof tnforma-
t 'on iu the m a j i r i t y of cases, and may be accepted with confldence as the 
most thorough and complete record of íts kind obtainable. We regret , 
however, t ha t a perusal of our reports will disclose a generally unsatis-
factory condition ot t rade throughout the eut ire season, indeed a t timcs 
busioess was almo-it p ro î t ra te , aod some operators a r e incliued to b rand 
1891 as the worst year on record for the building raaterial t r t d e Has ty 
expiession of opinion is apt to a t t r i bu t e the diiSoulty chiefly to the labor 
troubles ÍQ the spriog, but tha t was really only one of the coutri l .ul ing 
ÍDfliiences, and the year appeared to be foreordained for dullness and 
depre-slon. There was disappointToent iu regard to many expected public 
improvements , the sp culat ive line ot building operations was grea t ly cur-
tailed for want of the assistance obtainable in forraer seasons, and there 
was an ut t=r fallure to make a satisfactory s t a r t toward the 
a t t a iomen t of speedy improvement in t ranspor ta t ion facilities upon whieh 
somany building devcloptneuts now absolutely depend. In biief, there w a s a 
na tu ra l reaclion from the phenomenal an imi t i ou j t the previous few 
ycars r a the r more acute than been expected probably, yet while the 
t rade in general has suffered it has really efcjped with fewer disasters in 
the » a y ot fai iurss t han dur ing the preceding sieason. ludeed, evidences 
of a great deal of fiuancial s t rength havo been sbown iu the fact t ha t wbile 
grumbl ing over ihe cur ren t condition ot tbe distr ibutive t rade , sbrewd 
dealers were uot unmindtu l of theex t remely low prices rul ing on raany of 
the leading staple art icles, and tbey have freely bougbt and stored a liberal 
supply a'. a cost t h i t c m hard ly fail to p i y a handsome proflt if any th ing 
like the ioiprovement in business develops next spring t h a t i» now calcu-
lated upon. I t was the exhaust thus provided tha t took care of a large 
portion of the surplusof supply over actual consumption, for, as our figures 
will show, the receipts o£ stocU have avoraged near ly up to 189J, and in 
some iosiances ran beyond. 

Incidenlal to the season was the str ike among laborers in the lumber 
yards dur ing the spring, out ot which has comean almost perfoct orf,aniza-
tion of the luraber dealers, luaking the stroDgest associatiou t h a t t r ade has 
ever known. More impor t an t still, however, is the movement iiow uuder 
way lookÍDg to the formation of a general building mater ia l exchaoge. Such 
a project was flrst sugíested iu tbese columns years ago. and has siuce fre-
quently been advoc i ted , on the firm belief t h i t it would be ot vast bpnefit 
to all concerned. The Mechanics' and Traders ' Exchange , the present Build-
ing i la te r ia l Eschaoge , and the Lumber Ti-ade Aisociation, a re now three 
distiDct bodics, which, if united, would make a forinidaDle associalion, bu t 
if there bo added the stone t rade , tbe iron and ba rdware men, the glaís 
people and many other divisions of busiuess more or less allind to the build-
ing interebt, there a re Ihe possibilities ot an exchange exceeding in power 
any olher commercial body iu Ihe city. 

T h t r e is still quite a eood t rade doiog ia expor t lots of bui ldiug mater ia l , 
bu t as n i t b bome con6umption tbe movement has fallen away dur ing the 
year . 

The following shows, ia condensed form, the expor t movement of the 
leading articles of Building Materials from the por t of New Y o r k dur ing 
the years named : 

1887. 1888. 
Bricks $1,785 g<,i:35 
rement 37,499 40,6D3 
Doors. ^ashes, &c 87,261 118.1)9 
Fir-Brick, Tiles. & c . . . . lO.'jl ll,i41 
Lucnber and Timber. . . . 1,S5J,887 l,7(i4,33i 
Lath 4,0.7 6,9r4 
Saingies 9,417 11,266 
Piint 479.069 5liO,:363 
Plaster 3i,435 .58,714 
Ndils 3)7,!.9 824,4í6 
blate rooflng U.',03í ll>i.ll9 
Stone aii.ilim 2S,iii.0 
Hooting 18,996 19,460 
Plumbiug Material. . . . 41753 41,3i9 
Houses 21,289 10,577 
BridRes li:(j,954 17l),ii7I 
Miscelldueøus 2i'.9)4 55.765 

Totals $3.198,891 $1,288,116 

1890. 1891. 
$25,S08 $12,589 

36, "84 31, :H9 
113,740 15'1,40J 
21,303 28,8()> 

-Value .— 
1889. 

$12,828 
33,1̂ 77 
74.015 
17,679 

2,213,338 a,23i.494 1,974,784 
1 7J8 2.(153 1,219 

11, .92 10,040 9.989 
544.. 84 678,-(75 691,989 
:V.I,6I8 6-.. 06 6 ' ,«7 

28 ,̂749 836.972 25.'.l39 
48,.i68 l^U.C^ 6I .3J9 
:3. ,iHX) 63.599 8.',H;0 
17,807 13.992 19,009 
34,110 5.6.(117 56,040 
51,3i3 82,286 25 136 
46,7 J9 24-',«77 6;,5I6 
4i',231 19,8:19 45,173 

$3,511,276 $1,126,217 S3,561,2 fl 

BRICKS.—Although some little animation wos shown at the commeuce-
meut of the year, and fairly full rates cbtained during the greater portion 
of the seasou proper, the general market for Common Hard bnck has 
carried a duU tone. Sometimes it was a large D and sometiraes a smaU 
one; but the refrain of reports trom week to week and month to mouth 
always proved '• duU," and for qiute a protracted period there was a 
remarkable uuiformity on the bne of valuati'U. VVehave experienced 
greater difficulty thii year than usual in obtaiuing positive statements 
regardiug both the araouut of productiou aud the quautity left at yar s; 
bui it is the impress on o; some well-i osted operators that the sales of 
brick from firsl-hand offering.i have exceeded tho uumber made, though 
tbe sipply thus bandled did uot all pas- directly into a tual cou..umption, 
as will be uot.íd íurther along. One year a^o our estimate of an approx-
imatiou to ûU0,tO ,U 0 stock oii haud was criticised by two or tbree opera-
tors, who did uot ha: peu lo 1 e consulled, as excessive; but the results 
prnved that the fi^ure wa< rather uuder thau over the mark; and it was 
this libe al hold-ove that increa.'ied the sales boji.ud tho limits of produc-
tioD, aiid it is just possible that the mouldiug and burniug ot brick might 
haye niu dowu into siill narrower proportions, but for couditions under 
which so many o£ 1 be yards were worked. It is simply the old story of 
niakiog stock from leasehold propirty upou which payments have to be 
guaraute^ equiToleut to the buruiag of a specifica y-uamed uuiober of 

brick, and makers claiming that even under dull conditions of trade and a 
tameness on value their losses are somewhat mitigated by producing the 
fuU amoniit ot quota aud getti 'g all the money oiit ot the property pos-
sible. The position of mauiifactiirers wbo own their plant entire has been 
something ot a competitivo one as asainst those working leased yards in 
view of a more or less direct offort to resort to a sort of freeze-out policy 
toward tbe lattor and force them, if possible, to quit. Ot course that hM 
added to tbe oiitput of stoc somewhat and made an additional depressiug 
facto- upon tbe liue of value which has averagedlower, by a consi(íerable 
fraction, thau for a great many preceiUuí; seasons, and oven still mo e in 
buvers' f ava thau s''Own bv mere price wben the conditiou ot stock is con-
cemed. Indeed, tew, if any, ot tue pres-nt generation ot operators can 
caU to mind a year where quality has avera^ecl so uuiformly bigh, and 
that result may be attriDutetl to unusually good weather during 
^reater portion of regular manufacturing season, no uecessity 
tor hnrry in w.jrking up stock, aud a (íecidedly esact-
ing cuslom always wanting the hest, and frequen'ly p.rmiiting really 
p(3or loads of stock to Hy weeks unsold, not even eeiii'ig a bid. Briefly, it 
bas been about a t- .OO raarket, or lesí. tor a supply probably an good a^ any 
evermjnufactured, though a great amount of stix!t has gone iato dealers' 
hands at a eonbiderable bigher flgure under contracts closed early in the 
season Tbe severe lesson given the wall<iog d'^Iegaie nuisance during 189U 
seems to have proven quite persuasive and effectual, workmeri, in oose-
quence. remaining free fromdicialion and no Ubor trouhl'ís arising, which 
i.s at least one relieviug featiire ot the situation; and aoothpr miy be found 
in tbe fact that. although 1891 wil| rank among the wor^tand luust uasatis-
tory years ever known, tbere has been an absence of flnancial striin suffl-
cient to brÍDg disaster t > any seetion of the trade. ID view of the universal 
cnraplaÍDt over the dull condiiion ot trade, it was nt timas soraewhat diE5-
eult to account for tbn diíappearanctí of tbe supplies. In Ibis and sur-
rouuding ciiies. bowever, even a slow consuinption may in the aggregate 
prove a very large one and vast numbers ot brick have been qiiietly 
absorbed, with deraand probably stiraulated by the low co<t. In addition 
to that, however, there has been a great amount of buying by dealers, 
pspecially toward the end of the busy season, wbo, at tbe pric^, and taking 
i'itoconsid''ratiin thequality, couW not re9i<t the temptation to about fill up 
tbeir storage roora with stock that, under all ordioary conside'-ation'i, is no 
doubt safp as an investment and may turn out decided bargains, if hopeful 
eipectations in regard to consuraption aie realized and present indicaiions 
in regard to supply are well founded. Sta'ting with a smaUer accumula-
tiou in flrst hands than last year, the chances seem to be that the produc-
tioa will he miterinlly curtailed. A great ma ly lea'íos have e'pired with 
theyear just closed and.so faras known, not oneapplication has bepu made 
for renewal. As a rul» the flxtures belong to the tenants, hut they wouli 
ratber siacriace them than pay rents at the rates asked. and the majority 
assert that tbej will never make another coutrnct ia which a quautity 
allowaiice isembodied. The above remarkshavo gonerally applied to the 
Nurth River pioduction, from which most ot Ihe supply was received this 
season, the arrivals from New Jersey sections probîblv running srailler 
than for fitteen years, and many of tbe Keyp irt yards d d not start up at 
all, owiug to the poor eacouragemeiit roceived in the spriag A very g<x)d 
andindeedimprovod bome consuiuption has, however, beeu found for Jer-
seys, Newark in particular takiog very much above the ordinary 
average. 

For the sake of record, it may be ioteresting to briefly traca tbe course 
of fluctuations thrimghout the year Du ing early pait ot January mat^ 
ters were little be.ter than nominal, owing to ibe fact that tbe Hudson 
navigation was''closed aud conditioo of wedtber s'ach as to retard co sump-
tion; butsoon atter the i5th a tew Jersey.s Staten IsIaDrtsand LoDg Islaods 
were selliog from $.5 ('U up to *7 0 1 por M, and by the lust of the month a 
thaw set in which led to an arrival of sitteen orseventeen liarge loads frora 
Haverstrqw Bay. and tnp figure dropped to ?6 .'iO psr M. By tbe .'ith ot 
Kehruarv tbe recoi'd showed fortv-five barges siace oj eoiug of navigat'oa, 
besides sail vessel lots from other localiiias, ma'.iDg a toppy supply, 
against which there was no fully nompensa'ing demiud, and bv end ot 
mootb $(3 25 was a full top rale. During first week io Maich the river 
closcd agaiu for a tew days, but finally reopened aíiaÍD liy the I.ith. before 
even the accumulation here had been worbed off, and the fresb rece'pts 
immediately followiug suit, Haverslraws soid 4> 7 a''>.UO for a top. with 
plonty otthemofferÍDg. and somearrivals ot Up-Riversbyend of mouth sold 
at SViiraV25 per M. shipments from Long Idand aad New Jersey in mean-
while about ceasiog. Duriog the eariy portion of Apr I the pressure of 
plentiful supplies against an unwilling outlet seuled the prce to $4 .51 a .O') 
for Up-Riversand Í50ia5 50 for Haverstraws. witb washedstoeksélling at 
Í4.II0 and some Comraon Jersejs at $3 5n pcr M. Abíut the middle of mnnth 
dealers bc ame cjurageous enough to contract for some :30.000 000 ot the 
new make. supposed at about ruling ratos, and tbat with lesseii. d arrivals 
stiffened the tone, and ihe best grades crept up to $6.00 by tbe ond of the 
month. though with rep .rt that about all the yards were working May 
was a Dorainal sirt ot month, as the lumber strike was ou. buiMing inter-
feied with, demand s-low, and the new ciop commenciug to rrive. The 
first of the new Uiver^raws snld at $B "U by íchoiuer load, and from tbat 
the rate weakened off to *5.'(ia'> 7.5. About the poorest stuff cf the feason 
sold ibis mouth embric ng the clean up of ihe yards, aad went a l$ l OU, 4.00 
a l 25 per M. Juno was about as liad aMhe preceding mouth. the check to 
buildiug by the lumber slriUe causing anaccumulali nof stuck at all poiats 
ard some ot the yards temporarily stopped working, while it was only an 
exceptional stock thal $5.5ii per M could be ob ained As soon as the labor 
trouble in the lumber trade was removed. however, supplies coramenced to 
rush forward with freedom again, price dropp'd .'Uc. per M, and dur-
ing tbe months of July. August, Sep ember aud October the lone of tbe 
market was simply one dreary monotoay at $5.ii0 per M and uoder cover-
ÍDg the Dulk ot busineí-s, and whilj exceptional sales, special brands, etc., 
now ami tben reached a. c raore, buyers geaerallv cirriel the contiolliug 
balaoce, especially as supplies were always plentitul an.l freqiiently over-
ran the iramediate eshaustive caDucity of the mari'et. Prjduciiou about 
all cleaie-1 during latler part of Octob-r. The opea weather and coutinued 
consumptioD raised tho li'uit ot price 'i a'iOc. per M during November aod 
Dccember. especi«Ily afler the Up-River tows stopped, butdown to the 3Ist 
of the rrontb there was quite as much supply as the míirket required and 
no sp cial moasure of siiength showo. AII uands seem tn tbink 11 tbe worst 
yeur cn record, b'it participate ia a general feeliug of hopefulness that the 
incoming season will bring iraprovemoiit. 

PALE BRICK have been at a discount wlmost from beginning to end ot 
season. owiug totne great cheaonefs ot Hards. and ihe major p irtion of th« 
busioess was consummated principally through the persisleut efforts of 
receivers in forcing an oudet ihiugb even that plin wa. noc always suc-
cossful in securing custom. Once or twice duriug the seasou tbers 
appeared to I e a little namral demand. but it quickly subsided aud was in 
tHB main cotfiaed U small cargoes by sail anrl rtquired for soine speciol 
iob Soihoroughly inilitrerent was general custocn, that even Brooklyn 
irade turoed a cold sbouIiJe , and f-iiled to aff ird Ihe u*ual vent. Prices 
were easy naturally under tho conditions meutioned. a'.d wbile a tew early 
seascn sales went at $:J .50 per M about Í2..5U has bean the average top, with 
ag r i a t raany soldat*3dcwD. somoof tbe best makes under stress going 
at $I..5l'aI.75 p^r M. The only meut on we heard of " laramies" was Ihat 
tbey were being dumped into tbe river to belp flll out for bulk bea.ls. e tc , 
at the yards. ti has been a mighty poor jear f jr all brick, but especiaUy 
so for luferior stock. 

FRONTS have undergone no very Important change, as comparod with 
tbe previous year. In tbis immediate vic'nity tha dem'ind for dai k or red 
shadesconiinueserraiicand mo'leiate. owing to favor sbown tne lighcer 
colon and the more general use of stoae, and prelty muoh aU Frouts Uftfa 
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been sold on special contrsct . O t t e r Icx alitiee, bowever, bave afforded 
custoni. the flner qualitie*, it is said, selling about in accord with carefully 
adjusted product ior , d ' iring dull periods light and as indications improved 
e ipansive. The priucipal mokers of North River product have reported a 
fiteady satisfactory traiie throughout the greater portion of the season fre-
quently claimed to be bebiad with their shipraents and made no change in 
tbe quotations naæed. 

COMPARATIVB PRICES OF BRICE. JANTARY IST. 

Pale , $2 76(a 3 on 
New Jersev ,6 OOiíîj 7 00 
North Kivér 6 50(fí 7 50 
f'roton Fronts 14 Øl(<?il6 00 
PhUa. Fronts 20 50(^21 OU 

1890. 1891. 1892. 
$3 26ia 3 60 $3 OOí̂  3 25 $1 75rrti 2 00 

6 501^ 6 60 4 mat, 5 50 4 S"®, 6 00 
6 00(íî>. 7 00 5 23® 6 25 4 75(fí 5 50 

14 00@16 00 13 00(al4 00 13 00(al4 00 
22 00@24 00 2:3 00(g!,24 00 23 00® 24 00 

We have experienced more than o rd ina iy difflculty in a r r iv ing a t figures 
of production and stock on hand. In view of tbe poor seasoD doalers were, 
in raany iDslanco=, inclined to be ret icent as to tbê amount of work accom-
plished and unsold supplies remainiog. eompelling some estimates where, 
in former years, exact cnunts have been given. A conservnlive basis, 
however, has in all cases been adopted, and our flgures annexed are 
approximately correct. 

Tbe following is the production of Brick a t points from which this marke t 
d raws its supply dur ing the years named: 

1882 600,000,000 i 1885 850.000,000 1 1889 1,000,000,000 
1883 e-iO 000,1X11) I 1886 962.000,000 1 1890 1,200,000.000 
1884 600,000,000 ia87 960,000,^10: 1891 1,(00,000.000 

I 1888 900,000,000 

STOCK OF BRICK8 ON HAND AT BASE OF S U P P U E S JANDARY IST. 

1890. 
Hnverstraw Bay, etc 10.'̂ ,000,000 
Other pohits on N. R 69,000.000 
New Jersey 50,000,000 
Lonp Island 9.500.000 
Staten Island 3,500,000 

Total 237,000,000 

Total stoc , Jan. Ist, 1889 
1888.. 
1887, 
1886. 
1885. 

. 181.rO(l,000 I Total 

..186,500, "00 1 
. 236,000,0001 
..161,200,000 1 
. .224,1X10,000 I 

tock. 

1891. 
114,000,000 
UO.OOO.OOii 
56,500.000 

8,500,000 
3,000,000 

292,000,000 

J a n . Is t , 1884.. 
1883.. 

'• 1882.. 
188! . . 
1880.. 

1892. 
105,000.000 
í'6.iii 0,00(1 
45 000, non 

7,000,000 
4,500,000 

247.500.000 

.122,600.000 
1I2,000,I'00 
104.000,'00 

.114,000,000 

. 97,000,000 

The following shows the export of Brick from New York dm'ing tbe 
periods named • 

Number. Value. 
1882 778,000 $7,026 
1883 2,642.626 21.737 
1884 1,702,850 14,148 
18K.5 l,041.'2.5O 9.3.56 
1886 977,500 9,075 

Number. Value 
1887 580,000 $5,785 
1888 497,000 5.135 
1889 I,'a75.400 12,828 
1890 2,732.000 25.208 
1891 1,467.600 1Î;,589 

E N A M E L E D OR G L A Z E D B E I C K bave retained most e:tceIleDt favor, and 
«11 thiops cousidered had a first ra te year , bet ter iodeed than was expected 
a t the ou'set. This will especially apply to imported stook whioh, despite 
tbe tariff impo'ed to proteet an almost non-ejisting hoi re industry, has 
been freely and generally called for even a t tbe fuller cost, and a ia rgcr 
sale is claimed than dur ing the precediug year Our record of arr ivals as 
taken from manifesis of vesjels dnes not show by far so large an importa-
tion as last year , bu t this apparent deflcit is said to be in par t due to the 
fact iha t a great many paroels have beea concenlcd under such entries as 
" e a r t h e n ivare," "merchand i se" e t c , and fur tbermore considerable stock 
sold here hns beeo ordered shipped to otber ports, where somewbat 
bettor t ransportat ion facilities to interior destination could be obtained. 
Nothing realiy new can be added to what we have heretofore saíd about 
tbis class ot s t ructura l raaterial. I ts recommendations for favor is Ibe 
dual one of beautv and iitility, if not, indeed, absolute necessity in a grea t 
m a n y cases. Variety of color and brightness of surfat^ makes tbcm pecu-
liarly adap 'ed to nuraerous kinds of t r im and flnish; for s a n i t a r j purposes 
they are a lmrs t indispensable owing to non-absorbing p o « e r and perfect 
cloBnliness, the white brick afford excellent light insbafts and similar por.i-
tions where dark brick have heretofore been an aboiEination; they never 
bave to be painted, and when once properly laid all expense is a t an end. 
Stocks remaÍDÍDg in hand a re not very large, but orders can be filled by 
cable with rrasonable promptness. Natural ly , with the succesis of tbe 
imported article tbere is a growing effort to perfect and iacrease the hoiiie 
producuon and with growing hopes of securing a thoroughly a t t rac t ive 
s tandard. In a paper read before tbe annual meeting of Nalional Assocía-
tion ot Fire Brick Manufacturers, held in tbis city j u r t a few weoks ago, 
it was asserted t h a t " a t present the successful m a u u t a c t u ' e of enanieled 
brick cannot be said to exist in tbe United Staies ," and in oxplauatiou it 
was s'nted tha t " we lack specific kuowledge regarding i h e d e t a i l s o t the 
subject," However, we happen to know tba t p luckj and determined man-
ufacturers in New Jorsey and PeuDSjlvaiiia are usine every effort to over-
corae existing difficulties and have turned out some recent samples which, 
if Ihey can be adhered to, would scera to secure success. 

I ropor tsot Enameled Brick a t New York dur ing yearsDam<id: 

1886 678.58011889 1,5(16,813 
1887 1,086,570 1890 1,706.680 
1888 1,30'2,480 I 1891 967,505 

CEMENT.—While actual local cousuraption of cements has been no 
grea ter than dur ing the precedÍDg year, if, ÍDdeed, as full, the araount 
bai 'dled by producers aud importers in the aggregate show an increase. 
This is in par t due to ta i r addit ions to custom from ou'side sources, iu p a r t 
to a little fuller stockiug up by dealers, and in the case of foreign grades to 
tbe liberal pushing forward of supplies which receiveis had to take care of 
asbes t they coul I. Comparing notes with oueof our leadingmauufac turers 
of Rosoiidale as toconai t ions p reva i l ingdur ing t h e y e a r tbeconclusion was 
reached tha t the raarlietdid not show any very romarkabl.; features aud 
mouih after tuonth niattcrs worked along in a slow, stupid sort ul uianLer 
quite uumterest ing from a snpeificial point of view a t least. I t was, how-
ever. a t t e r all, some reflection of the old story of the tur t le and the hare, 
as t be s i eadv roovementof stoek even'ual ly t iok ott' a great deal of tt, 
espeoially aided by the open season, which, lu addit ioa to permit t iug just 
so luucb raoie work beiiig done by consumers. also kept the creek and 
csnal unobstructed to a much later da te than last j e a r . Tbis la t ter 
feature, ciiUuled with an open river, resulted in manufaciurers shipplng 
out p r e t t j closely, and there 16 p robab l j lessaccumulation a t primal points 
thaii oiic vear ago, tl 'ough dowu to date there has beeu oo call agams t it 
for raii .shipuieut. One teature aiding tho raovement was no doubt to be 
fourid in tne very sensible movement a t the commencement of the seaton 

. in a t oiice U'iDg the piice a t a low plaae, and at 'J"c. per bbl. rielivered 
' here wíth the usual !>alOa. additional for special brands t h e m a r k e t s tar ted 

and ended iis the regular quotation, tbough durÍDg dull periodí t h a t r a t e 
W8S ocf»sionally 6h!j'i§(l 5v. und even lOc. on ordinary brands. In traciug 

out tbe dispositioD of the supply it was shown tha t while tbe amouDts actu-
ally used io this and arijoiuing cities was in all probabili ty smaller than 
in ISflO, there has been a greater amount takeii into stock by dealers for 
winter boIdiDg. the uudoubted cbeapness of ihe guods and th<î ahsence of 
any evidence of flnancial weaknesíi amoiig the t rade, as was the case a year 
ago. to check iuvestment and induce rigid examinatioa of credits oa pa r t 
of sellors, Tbe most propitious feature, however, was the distributiou to 
iiiterior points which bas, on tbe wbole, been nearly if not quite full 
enougb to neutralize the dcflcit bere aud marie upou a call from all old or 
regular sources witb some addition of new custom, a portion said to be 
recruited froni buyers heretofore usiug Western makes almostexclu-iveK. 
Tbis portion of the deal has been aided niaterially by ãn 
ample supply of t ransportat ion room a t a comparat ively low 
cost, offeiing some compensation to the thipper lor the cheap 
rates a t which cement was heing offeied. Another impor tant exhausl 
was to be found iii tl.e large quan ' i t ies of slocli taken for Goverruipnt work 
in New York and Bostou barbors. Fortiess Mouioe, Kort VVBshingtou on 
tbe Putomac, etc., aud to which, by the way, fur ther coutributions wiU 
have to be made duriug tbe incouiing l e a r . In the line of e^port not 
rauch b»s been done, the moveraent consisling iii the main ot a few desul-
Uiiy ordiîrs now and tben, hut rarely anyth iua like a respectable sizod 
invoice, aiiri ihis r a tbe r surprises some operators who had thought the 
goiug into effect ot reoiproci t j treaties might help tbe t rade wiib the 
Wesi lodies and South America. Uanutac turers have beeu euabled to 
obtaÍD supplies, such as packages, fuel, e t c . about as cheap as last j e a r , 
aud were to r tuna te in beÍDg free from any trouble over the labor question, 
the workmen evident l j r a the r sh rewdl j guessing t h a t it was a poor season 
to make any disturtiance or demand for alleged r ights Regardiug the 
general outlook tbere is no g iea t araount of enthusiasm displojed, and 
operators r ea l l j seera to be a little uncertain. As alrearty suggested 
Gnvernment work promises well, and there aro chantes for some oiher 
i raportaot public jobs. but regarding the ordiuary chanuels of nr ivate con-
snmption there hns beeu uo move as yet to give a good cue. The assump-
tion is. however, thnt Metropolitan cousuraptloa must prove Inrger, and 
the couatry t rade, as well as calls froni other cities. bold up well. Ameri-
cau Port laud has held its ua tura l relative positiou ia geueral lioe of t rade , 
a a d mauufacturers do not seem to find any cause for complaint Indeed, 
the priacipal m a k t r s have f iom' t ime to tinie reported.a biisijessquite equal 
to tbeir productive capacity, with a chance tor more orriers if they could 
tu rn the stock out, The competition of imported goods, however, bds been 
felt to extent sufficient to keep rauge of cost upon au a t t rac t ive basis 
tbroughout . 

FOREIQN CEMENTS hav» agaiu bealen the recor.I, the iraportatiou tor tbe 
year proving the largest ever known, while theoff,<etting deuiaud probably 
uever was slowor or inore unsat isfactor j . A Doticentile feature ot the 
receipts is t h a t the increase has C'me ea t i r e l j from the Euiopean continent, 
tbe credits to Great Bri taín ac tua l l j showing a falIiDg off to quite a 
marked extent. This difference, however, as we bave explained in our 
mai'ket roports dur ing the season, was due to the fact tba t neither the ship-
pers on the other side nor the receivers here were bouud by a n j freight 
room engegedfrom tbe U. K. and therefore found theinselves at perfect 
l i be r t j to curtai l the raovemeut of supplies whenever i t might appear 
.iudiciou-i to do so. From the Continent, however, e í tens ive and binding 
ergagements had been made with the t ransportat ion companies from which 
no release could be obtained, aua it tberefore resolved itself into a questiou 
of pay i rg for erapty freight room or l'orwarriing ceraent, with the lat ter 
a l teruat ive as a rule adopted. iodeed. so trequently as to lead to the 
iramense movement shown by our figureí. These supplies have been com-
posed of a little of evorything in the way of Por t land iLemeut from the 
oldest and best-known brands down to tbe pooresi, with a good sprinkling 
ot new makes, some modestly seeking recoímt ion aud some with luuch 
assurauce, but oa the average quali ty p rov td gojd enough lo prevent any 
noliceable coroDlaint, and i t is safe enougb to a t t r ibu te tbe main diffi-
culties of the seasonto the imraense bnlk auri not thecondi t ion nf tbe sup-
plies. Moreorless miscalculátion on coQsumption, however, raust beadded; 
indeed, uolhi ' .g Iike a fairly compsusaiiog outlet could be fouud either 
Daturally or through pressure, and it is tbe frauk adniissiou of raist ot the 
leading operators tna t the past season has beea, wiihnut exceptiou, Jhe 
worst in the his tor j uf the t rade. The most fortunate operators were those 
who bad managed to seeare some v e r j good and binding coDtracts dur ing 
the early portiou of season, deliveries on tbose belping to take care of a 
great deal ot stock, but there was disappointmeut in themat to r of a coasid-
erable publlc work calculated upon for tbis locality and the geaeral shrink-
age of pr ivate enterpnses led to stiU fui ther cur tái lmeut of local demaua. 
Much the sarae general features hold gool as regarris busmess with the 
interior. Between here and Cbicago there has a t times been oppurtunity 
tor placing fair amounts of siojk, but never fully up to au average, while 
ÍD ihe far West it is calculated t h a t t rade fell away tully 50 per 
cent owing to more or less finaucial str ingeucy during the early 

Eortioa of the season, aud a collapse of uiany promising building 
_(niiiis Al.snlute absciice nf use f >r snpplies available has 
vmquestionably beeu the controlling iufluence upon the action o£ consuraers 
as uo oue could complaiu of tbe cost. For awbiie some a t t empt was made 
to raaintain a showing of steadiuess, especially on the old and popular 
brands, but iinportci's soon discovered t h a t if they obtained auy of the 
gûing t rade a t all they must faU iu with the proeêssiou, aud for several 
moiiths it h a s s i m p l j been a nial terof the best terms pussibleupou each aud 
e v c r j coutract closed. E x a c t l j tbe lowest plane o£ prices touched will 
probably uever be made public, bu t we have reports uí Belgian do«Ti to 
Í l . ô, aúd other Coutiuciital au(i English a t $'i.00 ]jer bbl. a t the period of 
greatest depression, and while tbe fiual quotat icns uanied a t the close of the 
season show soraewhat higher the recovery is uot lemarkable or claimed to 
be o£ substautial character . Natm'all.v a questiou ari-es as to wha t has 
become o£ the immouse over-supply iuaicated b^' previous remarks, biit it 
would not take a very loud or prolonged call to flud the cement forthcom-
ing. A great m a n j regular coutractors aud pre t ty noai'ly aU dealers have 
trora t ime to t ime dur ing the season beeu tempt<?d by the low rates to pu t 
away parcels of stock unti l they finally exhausted thcir car ry iug abil i ty, 
aud theu the surplus had to be stored, leaving a larger amouut ou haud 
tbau has ever before beeu carried over. Tbis, t«o, it should bo borae in 
miud, apjiUes iiot only here but to every ])Ort ou the Atlaut ic seaboard 
whcre CL'iiient is received, with New Oiioaus stiU t ry iug to seU a t iuside 
$'i.00 per bbl., auil a t Bau Fraucisco the tírst haud stuck is said to Iie :JOO,000 
bbls., wi th prubably as much more iu second bauds. lu October iiiost 
f le ight engagcmeuts fiom the other side expu'ed aud so did aU fur ther 
deiiiand for cemeut, the graduaUy cUmiuishiug arr ivals dur iug the last sixty 
days o£ the year represeuting merely the w iudiug up porcels of old eugage-
meuts. Regardiug the future the majori ty of imjiorters are simply uoing 
u thiu,j and talkiug very Uttle. lu adcUtioii to the heavy load they are 
cuiiiijeilcil to car ry themselvesthey kuuw t h a t betv^eeii their uwii stock aud 
the aetual cousumer there is a plethoric accuuiulatiuu in the hands of 
dealers aud joDbers generaUy, a n d u u t i l soiue of t b a t gets iuto motion,or in 
fact unti l the bulk o£ it comraeuces to disajjpear, i t woiUd seem the heigbt 
of foUy to waste t iuie iu uegotiating £ur additions. It is quite likely, there-
fore, t ha t for sume time the ccnieut brought out will be merely such as 
luay be required ou s]3ecial orders or seud íorwa l ou uumiuai coiumissiou, 
bu t iu mauy cases, from botb Great Britaiii and the L'oiiiineut, r ea l l j com-
ing to resideut clerks ot maiiuiacturei 's, who thus compete diroctly with 
regular manutac tu re r s aud add to the auuo^ances of the situation. lu the 
fancy cemeuts there has beeii a fair t rade , with a t liraes pre t ty good sale 
for Roinan, but the deal as usual is a sjiecial one aud has uo general 
iuterest. F rom wha t has already been wri t teu it would appear t h a t the 
iiew tnriff has neither checked the flow o£ suiiiilies uor advauaed tha cost of 
ceuiBut, b u l oue very obaosious c lausj iu tiia aut h w CJ-UJ t j iijSUt vvuioli 
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should be repealed. A prominent importer received by steamer frora Lon-
don 1,000 bbs. cement in transit to Cuba. The exportiug vessel not being 
immediately ready upon arrival of the consi.gnmenl an iratry was made into 
liouded wnrehoiise to obtaiu a permit and save the excessive general 
ordor charges. Dischari;e of cargo frora the steamer upon which received 
had iiot commenced when the e-Yport vessel was announced as ready aud a 
witbdrawal entry at once made, but before a periiiit could be obtained it 
became necessary to pay aii assessmentof threecents per 100 Ibs. uuder pro-
vision of section oOli4 R. S , which states " tbat upou all weighable mer-
chandise, withdi'awu from bouded warehouse for export, there shall be col-
lected by the coUectura of the several ports three ceuts per 100 Ibs., to be 
determiued by the returu o£ the weigher." That eutailed the payineut of 
an export duty ot twelve ceuts per Íobl. upou stuff that had never been in 
boni ed warehouse or even landed for that purp se, aud it is quite likely 
that our merchants who iu future mike deals with Central and South 
America and the West ludies will arrange to secure direct shipments from 
the other side. 

We have ihis year made a sjsteraatized and strenuous eli'ort to obtaiu 
an actual couot o( stoclc ot foreign ceraeat remaiuiug iu flrst hani s Janu-
arv Ist, but without success A representativeof THK RECORD called upjn 
tbe proprietors of the varioiis warehouses where ceineut is known to be 
stored, clearly stated tbeobject in view, asking for no names of owners, 
hut simply in rouud numbers ihe quaiitity of ceinent in store, witli the 
guarantee given that all couimunic,iiions were to be confldential aud tbe 
piiblication only to be mado as a luiup sum of tbe various aiuouuts uanied. 
lua t'ew instaoces he was courteouslv received and the request complied 
with, but as a rale there was a refusal to impirt any informatiou what-
ever, and the attempt had tobe flually abaadiined as useless. From gen-
tlemen in the tradti who have carefully watched aff^iis we receive esti-
raaies that warraut a suggestiou of about IOii,(KlU bbls. iii flrst hands, besides 
the large amount held by dealers. 

COHPÁRATIVE PRICES, JANUARY 1. 

Perbbl. 1888. 1889. 1891. 1891. 1892. 
R'riale $1 15@1 20 $t 15@1 20 Sl 00@l 10 $ 90®1 00 $ 90@1 00 
P'land 2 25® 2 50 2 lll@2 35 2 25@2 60 2 :í5({ i2 OJ 2 00@2 50 
R o m a n 2 65@2 85 2 65@2 83 2 75@3 00 2 7 6 @ i 2 5 S 76ígi3 00 
K s c o m 4 50HÍ)5 60 4 60@6 50 4 60rn>5 50 4 ôOrâ 50 4 26(íj)4 76 
Ks flne 7 00(5)8 25 7 00@8 25 7 0,l@8 25 7 50@8 '25 6 0tí@7 00 

The following sbows the total imports and exports of Ceraent a t the por t 
ot New York dur ing IS91, and a comparisou with former years : 

. Iniports . 
Gt. Brit. i:out. Total. , Exports 

pkfs. pkgs, pk s. p gs. value. 
1882 17I,'202 190,0-24 ;!(i-2,l-26 ln,'>08 $2K.9J9 
1883 1.58,602 14:1,363 m,9l>'i l!l,o.l8 37,131 
1884 l.V5,47r 2fl:,(l85 356.562 2:í,623 48,216 
1885, 187,955 2.50,860 438,815 1,5,1(15 30,657 
1886....- 261,464 .301,887 563,:)ôl 18.650 36,914 
1887 43'2,:J27 385,903 818,230 18,271 37,499 
1888 601,918 :W9,798 901,766 19,51(1 40 603 
1889 4'2S.807 4"8,462 9il7,269 16,354 3.3,(177 
1890 4:i'2,9I8 75,980 1,184,893 17,128 .111,084 
1891 :M9.616 948 , ' J64 1 . 2 9 8 , 5 S I 14,862 31,789 

STOCK OP FORE'GN CEMENT IN FIRST IIANDS, AT NEW YOHK. JANCARY 1. 

1892. 1891. 1890. 1889. 1888. 1887. 1886 
Barrels irO.'OO 60,000 20,000 30,000 '20.000 20,000 '26,000 

We are disappointed in an effort t o obtain a detailed s ta tement of the 
imports a t tbe various ports iii Uni ted States dur ing the year, bu t an 
appi'oxiraating idea of the movement uiay be had from the Goverumeut 
Bureau of Statistics roport for teu mouths ended October :Jlst, showiug an 
impoi'tatiou a t all ports ot 'i,Wi,Vi'i bbls., agaiust 'i,\'Si'>, 04 bbls. same t ime 
dur iug 1S90. 

• D O O R S , S A S H , B L I N D S , E T C — A l t h o u g h a fair quan t i ty of stock was 
moved dur ing the e a r l j portion o£ the year, the major i ty o£ manufac turers 
were to a considcrable extent delivering ou contract , and as the na tura l ly 
new demand coinmeuced to develop it was t'ound to be moderate in volurae 
and more or less iudifferent in character . And so it hascout inued through-
out the season with rarely any brealc iuto real an lmat ionor the bi'oadeuiii;' 
of Une o£ demaiid, the custom simply coining from regular sources withiu 
the Metropolitau distr ict aud adjacent dependeiit ter r i tory , and calling for 
about the usual relat ive iiroijortions o£ s taudard stock assortments aud 
special makes. Indeed it has simply beeu tbe quietcst marke t experienced 
for sevoral years and na tura l ly so whoii the geueralcondit ionof irat e upon 
which cousúmption o£ doors, etc, , depends is takeu into cousideratiou. That , 
in t'act teUs the whole s t o r j , the absence o£ use for a n j grea ter amount of 
stock than handled deflning the position o£ bujers , as they foiiud uo l'ault 
wi th quanti t ies and assortraents available, chauces for deliveiy or cost, the 
lat ter proving uiore a t t rac t ive thau last year, There was no o])en or con-
certed reduction of the price list a t t e r figures had been decided upon last 
spi ing, nor cau i t be said tUat competitiun has been either sharp or bit ter , 
bu t it was just one o£ those seasons where a desirable customer with a n j 
kiudof a resfiectable order was a prize, aud it the grau t ing o£ a reasouable 
allowanee would lead to a t rade there were pleuty of ways to get arouud 
the list rates. There is uo reasou to assert t ha t manut 'acturers have lost 
money, a t least none of the pi incipal houses, but the inargins have been 
nar rower aud it was iiot a year tha t coulil be called really prosjierous. 
However, there has been someco npensa t iou in theabsenceo fmauy faUures, 
none,_in fact, o£ a really serious character , and also in the rei uced cos-t of 
mate í ia l . As a rule hardware and kindred t r immings have been available 
a t lower figures, aud the price of most kiuds of lumber has booii off enough 
to mako considerable dift'oreuce to tho.se who aro coiiiiH'll.'d tu invest in 
large quauti t ies to car ry in stock. Labor has not cheai oiii'.I; oh, no, there 
is nothing in t rade uuiou rules providing for such a result, no mat t e r how 
just aiid equitable it might be, bu t workmen have beeu shrewd 
enough to inake no a t tompt a t seeking an advance lest it should lead 
to a still fur ther prostrat ion of busiue&s. Lat ter ly , however, 
there have beeu some mutter ings, with iniiications tha t i£ 
busiuess im]iroves labor will inake aii e t îort to exact an additional toU 
ujion the ea]iital t ha t gives it omployment. Tha t the chances for a bet ter 
t rade dur ing the comiug season aro gooil seems to be generall.y admit ted, 
aud we iiotice t h a t similar ideas are euter tained a t interior manufac tur ing 
points, m a n y t'actories proposiug to take a prel imiuary move by shut t iug 
down tor several weeks in order to eveii uiî oii proc uction and work otf 
surplus stocks. The export t rade iu doors, accordiug to oflScial figures, 
shows tha t in the European movemeut the ie has been a dociease in the 
number handled b u t q u i t e a l i b e r a l gaiii in tho valuation, iudicatiug a bet ter 
quah ty o£ stoek iu all i jrobability called for. Some ot the movement a t 
tuis port has been n|iou local doals aud soiiio o(i through shipments, the 
iat ter mostly from the Wost, Canadasendiu^ ouly a íaw parcels dur iug the 
close wiutor season. On Austral iau and Air ican accouut there has been a 
fair deal aud within a luouth or so sojia a t t i i i t iou £rom buyers 
represeuting a Soa th Aoi î r ie iii aud vVeit lu lia t i ' a l j , a a 1 th3 h o p e is t h a t 
sojietûÍQ^ m i y be worictíj out o£ the la t ter th rougb the i u d a e u c o o f the 
reciprocity t r ea ty . 

,—Other P o i u t s -
No. 

7.52? 
12.88:) 
16,679 
9,663 
9.236 

26,451 
6,927 

17,823 
22,492 

Value. 
813,777 

24,711 
31,417 
18,888 
17.640 
46,.543 
13,261 
32,143 
36,432 

. To ta l s V 
No. Valutí. 
7G,:tl8 

101,7.12 
56.978 
56,494 
58,445 
84,253 
52,924 
711.919 
66,635 

$101,766 
136,989 
8-',593 
77,912 
87,264 

118,o39 
74,015 
96,912 

106,193 

EXP0RT8 OF DOORS IfROM PORT OF NKW YORK. 

. Eurojpe ^ 
No. Value. 

1883 68.791 $8.5.989 
1884 8S849 11'2,278 
1885 39,399 51,170 
1886 46,8:)1 59,024 
1887 ., 49,'209 69.624 
1888 67.802 73,096 
1889 45,997 «0,754 
1890 63,096 64,769 
1891 43,143 69.761 

Thore has also been reported araoug the esports , window fraiues, sashes 
mantels , e tc . , valued a t $44.'307. 

F I R E BRICK.—Although a t times showing some irregularit ies the 
general run of business has proveu very fair, aud iu some i espects exceeds 
the uiovement ot last year . Manufacturers of domestic stock in par t icu lar 
speak well of the si tuat ion and while competitiou was a trifle shai'ii inost of 
the season, with the na tu ra l result to be found iu a close par ing o£ values 
theincrease i n t h e number of sales has madesuch a uice Dalance as to brin"-
a net profit quite as full. if iuaoed it is not a trifle larger than last seasou, aud 
sorae mauu tac tu re r s havo kept the production runuiug to abuut fuU capa-
city r ight dowu to the end of the year. On domestic outlets the distribu-
tion was of a ^eueral charac ter so far as represented lucalitios are cou-
sidered and tue selection of stock covercd about all regular grades. 
For No. 'i, ordinary i'ouse work, tho coustructiou of Hues, etc., mado a mar-
ket, whilo No. 1 went to the iron fouudries, sugar houses, e t c , ai l thero 
has been more or less doing in o rd í i ed sbajies, but tha t was t rade ol a 
special character . Oue ot the best developmeuts has been iu the exjiort 
deal, large quanti t ies of stock finding sale ou foreigu orders and especially 
from South and Centra l Amorica, aud the VVest ludies, tho lat tar cora-
mencing toshow expansion almost as soon as tho reciprocity tieatios weut 
iuto operation and manuíac tu re r s thiuk it is quite likely to be good again 
dur ing the coraing seíison. l u ma t t e r of quaUtv the s tandard oi p re t ty 
much aU old raakers has been well preserved, and it is sa id tha t some o£ the 
new clay deposit opeued within a year or two have showu very good resu.ts. 
Somo o£ the silica veius lu Peunsylvauia are especially spokeu o£ as tm'uiug 
out aii a t t rac t ive product to the displacomont o£ imported goods. 

FoREiON GRADKS have not been imported with quito so muoh liberality, 
owiug in par t t o t h e increased use of dumestio goods already reiorrod t o a u d 
the iufiueuce ot the uew taritf. The duty as uow levieJ is a t a .spooific l a t e 
per ton, and as the ordinary run o£ stock ai'e niuch the heaviest they bave 
been more directly adver.sely atfected than the more costly but lighter goods. 
AU things considered, however, the movement has proven faii aud leadiug 
importers express themselves as unwilUng to make auy special or oiroct 
complaiut. Xhe ordinary English make is par t icular ly spoivou o£ as d iug 
very weU, and probably forms the largest proportion ot the imporiatiou. 
Duriug theear ly portiou o£ the season t rade was sumewhat hamp._ red and 
contracts difflcult tu place owing to the extreme pietensions o£ mauufac-
turers aud the cos'tly cbarac ter of oceau transportai iou charges. A i l e r a 
while, however, tho foreigu producers coininenced tu realize tlieir luistake, 
and shaded off prices step by step unti l eventually tliey worked duvvn to 
about as lo>v a level as tor years, aud as a t abuut the same liiiie numerous 
t r a m p steamers auxious toobta iu cargoled to a mater ia l leductiou iu fieigbt 
rates, the opportuni ty £or i iuportation was great ly expanded aud p r o m p t l j 
improved most o£ tho supp l j cumiug furward dur ing la t ter portiun ol tbe 
year. Most of these goodi Uave bedu used by smelting wurics and extrac-
tion companies, aud a t the close orders were ou pook £or additioual 
amouuts . Welsh brick have not fouiid even the usual sale, as iinpui ters 
could seo no profit in thoui and have confiued their movements to jiarcels 
called for by special ordors uu home account. Souie vory good sales were 
made, however, £or diroct sbipmeut to Havana , aiid Uusiuess has also be^-u 
períected here for English stock to be forwai'ded to Mexico. Scotoh brick 
have fouud sume at tent iou, but not o£ a liberai or coniiuuous character , aud 
indeed the demand was mainly ona of necessity in ordar to obtaiu a 
qual i ty peculiarly adapted to certaiu kinds of heat. This class o£ brick, i t 
Í3 said, is must seriousiy affec ed by the tariff, owing to its e t reme %veight, 
and therefore adding to the cost o£ every thousaud a greater amouut tuan 
upon auy other descriptiou. Mauufacturers alsu have remaiued p ie t ty stuf 
iu their vicws of value, and as the stocii had to oome by regular Uiiers i t 
obtaiued uo special l'avoi s iu the ma t t e r of t ransportat iuu charges. Diuas 
brick havesecuredfa i r at teutiou, and some iraporteis claim a t rade ueariy 
equal tu the preceding year, but there is no aoubt of a faUing otf iu tue 
aggregate arrivals, Previous more or less froe caUs by c o n u m e r s had 
some iufluence in curtai l ing deuiaud, but much competitiou was eucouu-
tered from a domostic pioductiou oi siUca, caUed siUca flint, aud also a 
sandstoue to wtUch glass raanufacturers wero innuinerous iustauces incliued 
to ^ive the preierence. A t the close the stock on haud is uot oxteu.sive 
and only a lew orders are being booked. 

COMPARATIVE PRICES OF FIRK BRlCK AT NBW VORK, JANUARY 1, 

1890. 
Weish per M. $'22 50@ , , 
Engllsh " 25 0o@32 60 
.imeiicanNo. 1 " 31 00(tji83 OJ 
AmericanNo. 2 " 23 00®.-8 00 

The movements of Pire Brick a t this port, so far as reported, were as 
follows: 

1891. 1892. 
$'J4 00@25 00 $22 5 @24 00 

27 Ou@;iO tO iiT Oí(iji->, 5U 
•2å 0O@32 60 25 00ÍÍÍI3J 00 
20 00@.i8 OU 18 00(1^.5 00 

Imports. 
Nutuber. 

1882 2,831,033 
1883 I,'i5tl,135 
1881 1,5-24,000 
1885 1,081,625 
1886 l,l56,-260 

. Exports , 
Number. Value. 

269,810 
358,616 
:WU,10J 
195,6:56 
223,010 

$9,843 
11,0:I9 
9,042 

. 7,0,-5 
7,838 

Imports. 
Nuinber. 

1887 '^^^.'^.^SS 
1888 1,55-2,051 
1889 1,316,796 
1890 1,.5U1,U10 
ISUI . , . 96o,639 

. Exports.-—, 
Nuinber. Value. 

294,'260 
2o.'),060 
4119, lUJ 
551,S65 
6H3,5U0 

$9,606 
8,929 

15,981 
l8,.-56 
2j,(j,bU 

The imports and exports of Tlles, so far as made known, are as folluws: 

. Imports .—, 
Pcs. Pkgs. 

1882 342 2,230 
1883 167 2,114 
1881 7,600 v,89l 
1885 120,0?i) .3,073 
1886 26,000 2,790 
1887 76,3:« i,038 
1888 58,'250 1,095 
18B9 241,275 '2,074 
1890 118,752 3,'26U 
1891 81.754 2,414 

. Expon 
Pcs. P gs. 

7,850 
1,.46 
4.661 
3,390 
1,916 
I,-i88 
1,420 
1,400 

700 
2.:123 

295 
98 
80 

217 
215 
149 
299 
24 

229 
1,-242 

Value. 
$3, ,27 

1,003 
2,054 
2,686 
i,152 
1,185 
2,312 
1,698 
2,747 
:j.212 

GLASS.—The general market has;throughout the season been in an 
unsettled conditiou, with no doubt a lessened volume of trade. The move-
raent has certainly pruveu smaller here, and tvhile advices Iromolher 
localities were coutradictorj and at timos confusing there aie maiij 
evidencos to show that aciual consumptiou has been lighter, with jobbeis 
and retailers contracting their iuvestmentsacco Unglj, and maLufi.ctui-er3 
continuallj eudeavoriug to coax trade b j the methods nsually employed iu 
such cases. Our reiuarks refer more especiaUy to the domestic produetíoQ 
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whlch did not a t any t ime get iuto a position tha t would permi t shaping 
the n i a r k . t up into suffii-i-nlly s trong position to preserve a h -a l thy , 
uniform tone. A t the close of last year there was quite a iiniversal feeUng 
among the t r ade t h a t so'nethiug ought to be done to assiire concert ot 
action betwetii the diffe ent sections th rough which the production rai-jht 
be iudoiously regulated, and prices preserved a t a living margin for profit, 
ancí the idea was íollowed up by some more or less oar. est a t tempts toward 
the end su^gested, but they failed t o m i t e r aUze into anv deflnite plan, aud 
the season uas simply proven one of e pectat ion ' foUowed by constant dis-
appointme. t, HUd all hands more or less dissatisfied. Manufactm'ers have 
held a number o£ meetings, especiady a t the VVcst, frequently with quite a 
large representat ve a t teudance, and the si 'uat iou was generally qui te 
thoroughly discussed. wi .h au effort raade to pu t affairs in shape. Usually 
there woviidbean agreenlent or unders tandiugtost i f feuthe linoof valuo, bu t 
as soonas themerabers weut away aud came iu contact with t he unpropiti . us 
condition ot bus n ss, the- would comnicnce cu t t ing again and continue 
u n t i l n e s t met t iug , wheu theo ld perfcrmauce would be repeated. Tbese 
consultations aud tho action ta»en have b j a judi ious wordiug o£ press 
dispatches beeu wiied about the c o u n t r j as apparent prel iminary moves to 
the formatio ' of a t rus t or syndicate and au ad>ance inprices , b u t b u j e r s 
absolutely retused to scare, aud from the beginniug to end o£ the year the 
undertone of the marke t was tame. When the tirae for the annual blow-
out look place ihere were many factories overstocked ai.d a large su ip ly 
in jobbers' hands aud that seeined sufficie t to serve all want- d u r i n j the 
period of suspended production. W heu t ime approached for fii iug u p the 
potsa , ;a in the usual fakeaboutdi í sa t i s f ledlaboraudconferences with wotk-
meu tb a r range scale of wages, etc , was sprang, and resumption of opeia-
tion-' was postponed somewnat in couseq'ieuoe, bul deaiaud de^eioped good 
wai t ing sbility and tbe ihread of busiuess was picked up on a b o u t t h e o l d 
basis. At the c'ose the i r regular tone remained as the most significant 
feature, and while auolber raeeting (f manufac turers was on the boards 
to r the monlb of J a n n a r y there did cot appear to be much hope t h a t 
improved conditions could be brought about. Imported cylinder glass has 
also ha(l a somewhat uneven mEirket dur iug the year, but in a much less 
marked degree than shown ou the domestic product, and there is said to be 
a geueral l j f a i r l j well-satisfied feelirg with the results of t rade. Legiti-
ma ie compotitioo has of course prevailed, but importers were cautious 
enough to absls in from an3 strained or foicing policy, aud bejOLd some 
minor na tura l fluctuations under seasonable 'ufiuences have managed to 
keep values upou a p r e t t j s t ead j line th ioughout the entire season. I'here 
has also been a judicious use of the mail and cable, t h r o u í h which the sbip-
ments t rom abroad ne re fairly well regulated, and importat ions iu couse-
quence r a r e l j ran so full as lo overstcck the m a r t e t or act as a depreísing 
factor. Toward the closc there was sorae little sbading reported. owing to 
the duil m i r k e t and a deí-ire to clean up accounis witn end of j e a r , bu t 
still re taiuing a good margin over domestic stock, and. ot course, sellers 
claio i r g tba t to be due to the superior quali ty of the imported art icle . 
Pia te Giass hns developei no positively newfeaiures. Thedfmand f o r i t o n 
direct eonsuraptiou ha^in comraon wi iho thergocdsundergonesome shnnk-
age. bu t it hfcld its na lura l relat ivc po^ilion and the indu.stry is quite as 
pro.'perous as could be ejpected, while on prices a fairly uniforra ti ne was 
preserved wiihout niuch (íifficulty, especially for tbe smali sizes wbichkeep 
closely eold up. Doraestic mannfacturers have not pushed forward con 
templated adc itioos to the produclive capacity wiih quite the vigor 
prouiis'-d one j e a i ago; but t h a t was due to ua tura l aud justitíable caution 
under the ruliní; conditions ot t rade , aud fa i th inab i l i iy togradual ly super-
sede the imported stock remains strong, a l though tbe lat ter stiU fincis a 
grea t dfcal ot favor. 

A Pit tsburgu r -por t states t h a t a t the end of the year , in the Glass 
factories of the Easiern, 'Westem and Nor thern distr icts there were 1,305 
pots in operation and 48'2 pots idle. 

The following shows the imports of Glass a t New York dur ing the past 
ten years : 

.—Window Glass-. .—Glass P l a t e^ , -L. G. Plate- , 
Pkgs. Value. Pkgs. Value. Pligs. Value. 

1882 56 1.812 $1,171.1.65 10,772 $1.2<I8,'74 6,606 $1.043,365 
1883 7i9,-275 1,407,717 10 383 1,083,525 6,851 l,18'),8-.l 
1834 77',912 l,.547,tK18 10,481 97.J,561 6,0«J 1,0 7,450 
188'i 565,488 757,-274 9,060 813, M2 6,019 1,2 6,913 
1886 b.56.:í74 87.3,640 11,118 900.284 8.074 1,40.5,026 
1887 598,165 815,127 13.411 1,090,149 9,2J6 1,568,1(14 
1888 6.'4,7S7 771,'240 12,613 993,808 9,611 1,76 ,701 
1889 685,115 662,322 9,810 831,5^4 8,7-.'6 l,02',5tl 
18-JO 612.'242 975.194 11.608 l,(i46,90i 10,892 -2,0-27 666 
1891 498,744 747,654 11,704 l,v63,'148 9,174 1,748,722 

Expor t s of Glass from por t of New York in years named: 

Window Glass. Plate Glass Total. 
Value. Value. Value. 

1888 $.5,510 $1,266 $6,775 
1887 8,399 9,7Î3 18.172 
1888 18,729 8,151 81,̂ 80 
1889 6,-291 7,122 13,413 
1890 . . 3.206 4,310 7,516 
1891 4.390 6,445 10,835 

S ^ R D W A R E . — I t has baen a quiet year in the ha rdware t r ade from 
beginning to end. At certain periods business picked up soraewhat as a 
na tura l seasonable development, but lasted only long enough fordependput 
custom to fill out deple te i assortments, take advan tage ot t ranspor ta t ion 
facilities, ra tes and other moraentari ly favorable c i rcumstancts , never 
working up to a point ot actual animat ion, and prompt ly talling back to a 
regular order t rade the moment buyers felt they hail secured sufficient 
stock to make them safe against auy known requirement. The seltclion, 
too, has bcen ot a conîerval ive character , thoroughly staple t;ood9 having 
the preference a t all times, aud aoyth ing taken outside t h a t Iine wos only 
where it seemed necessary or judicions to car ry a little variety to guard 
again.<t the contingeocv of sudden and unexpected calls. Biiyers, however, 
have not been neglectl'ul of a t t i ac l ive additions to the li<t of patente(Í 
articles, and ihe iutroduction ot new goods p^sses-ing meri t has met with 
qiiite as full and p ' o m p t appreciation as could be expecttd under ruling 
conditions of t rade. Uepcudeni. fioiots have remained ju-<t about the same, 
a little trial by competing raanutacturing ceotres apparenily showing tha t 
under ruling conditions of t rade an a t t empt to encroach upon ter r i tory 
drawing frora tbis raarket would simply be a waste of time. Locnlly the 
consumption of builders' hardware , and to some extent of mechanic!,' tools, 
ha« been curtailed by existing cooditions t h a t have cast tbeir quieiing 
influence upou all s t ructura l raaterial, bu t some dealers report a bet ter 
businessin tbis line wiih many interior points than they had calculated 
upoa, and especially on fall orders from the agr icul tural sections, where 
the ahundan t crops have a l r ead j comraenced to pave the w a j for ropairs 
and improvements upon farms. To meet the outlet presented there has 
always been an ample offering, both as to quan t i ty and assoitment, with 
a little to spare, aud sellers ready and willing to show all reasonable 
íavors, possibly a l i t t l e m o r e i a raaoycases. Iadeed ,be tweentheduI I coudi-
tions of t rade exi^t ingand the ra ther moderate cosi of most descripttons of 
mater ia l , prices on n a r d n a r e have been easy all the season, and lisls and 
discount sheets were rarely adhered to in perfecting any full-sized negotia-
tions a t least. Revisionsiaave frequentl j been promis.'d. but o ' l y in very 
few instances wos anylhing accoiupli^hed. due possibly to an iiupressiou 
t h a t no fixed line of values could be closely adhered t > uuder ruling coudi-
tions of t rade , but there is a chance tba t af ler the j e a r fairly opens manu-
facturers iu many cases wiU come togelher aud endeavor to agree upon 

1888. 
$895 687 

686.776 
1,020,540 

31.5,7-22 

1889. 
$794,212 

844,'96 
1.236,890 

359,812 

1890. 
$861,018 

974.751 
1,'2I15,608 

436,340 

1891. 
$890.261 

977,:130 
l,n7-2,-j;7 

48 '.4i 6 

somc harmonious working basis. Tbe CTport i r ade has held its own 
remarkably well, gaining cinsiderable a t l e r the reciprocity aereeraent was 
accepted l.y the South Americnn and West Indian Governments. and there 
is calculation tha t the same influenca will help foreign t rade dur iog the 
incoming j e a r . 

The following shows the exports of Ha rdware and Cutlery from New 
York d ' jr ing the past flve years: 

1887 
East Indies $70,"̂ '215 
Europe 68(1,605 
Soutb America 1,046,353 
Westlndies 231.7ÍI0 

Total $2,670,963 $'2,917.7-24 $8,-236,110 $3,177,617 $:j,420,-JU4 

HAIR.—For p las t i re r i ' h i i r the demand has a t times diiriug the season 
been of very satisfactory proportions, b u t it was a t e m p o r i r y and excep-
tional eTperience, business generally showing a slow movement , wi th the 
aggregate unquestionably smaller t han dur ing thepreceding year. Tba t 
result was, however, fully in accord witb auy arlicle used in connection 
wi th building operatious, and probably felt r a the r raore directly iu the 
case ot hair , a'* dealers iu mater ia l do uot as a rule make it a practice to 
c a r r y much stock and have fouud no iuducement in the range of cost to 
lead them into a depar ture from ordiuary methods. Catt le hai r i s u o t 
much used for p l a s t e r in ; pui-poses, p i r l l y because it lacks des rabiUty in 
ina t ter o£ length aud |lOi'tly because it has been scaice, owing to the large 
amounts constantly under contract wi th a Unc o£ custom using i t for 
adul terat ion iu the production o£ certain coarse woolon fabrics and paying 
a good price for it, too, desirable stock SPlliug a t 'i^.ja'oc. per Ib., wi th any-
th ing thn t could be used iu plastering not availahle for less than about 17c. 
jjer bushel. Goat hair has iu consequence flUed the bill to the largpst 
extent , aud e \en with the somewhat indifferent t rade already advised, 
the desirable qua l i ' y a t least kept quite close'v -old up. There was, how-
ever, a fair abundance of short stuff a t comiiaratively cbeap rates, owiiig 
to the constant culling over of the product to obta u the loug hair , the 
raa- nfactur ing inlerest again proving the a t t r ac t iug factor, moie pa r t cu-
l a r l j for white stook, choice lots of which have commaudeú extreme and, 
a t t îmes, almost f a n c j ra tes when wanted for certain special ijurposes. In 
handling for piasterers ' use the raug3 of cost has remained comjíaratively 
unii'orm and ou geueial quotations the figuies wore, dur ing the greater 
portiou ot the seasou, i'uuiiing a t about ISal'Jc. per bushel for short and 
'i2a'i'3c. do. for long. Leadiug operators a t the close ajipear to share the 
general feeling of hopefulness in regard to chauces íor the new j e a r a- d 
a re calctUating upou doing a fuller aud more remunerat ive t rade if they 
a ' e not serioiisly i ter lered w th by disagreeable comi>etition. The reser-
vation is made bec >use o£ a continuation o£ the peddling business, to which 
refeience hus previously been noted in our columns. Par t ies go a round 
wi th small lots of stuff to buildings in progress antl offer to sell a t the same 
rates regular dealers are compeUed to char^e the yards , and it is a bai t to 
which the cousumer very na tura l ly succumos. I t is complained, howevcr, 
t h a t whe I deliveries a re made, possibly after the first lot, wa te r when 
the season will admit , or d i r t a t other times, are ad'led to iucrease weight, 
and a t ip to the receiving workmen to overlook the faults iusures the suc-
cess o£ the scheme. Purchas ing from reputable dealers wiU iusure the 
consumer agaiust deception, and in the eud cost him uo more, and prob-
ably even less money. 

Coir>parative prices of Plasterers ' Hair , per bushel of seven pounds, a t 
New York , J a n u a r y 1, for the years named: 

Cattle. Goat. 
1883 21(a25c. 35®'i8c. 
1884 '2D(fî',:»e. 35@i0c. 
1885 21@inc. 30@:i6c. 
188S 21@25c. 30@35c. 
1887 iíl@-25c. 30@35c. 

Cattle. Gnat. 
1888 8'(ãi-.'.6c. S0®35c. 
1889 18@2ic. 2s@:í0'.'. 
1890 14@l8c. 21@.'5r. 
1891 16@16c. 21@.'3c. 
I89i 15@17c. I8@23c. 

LABOR.—Taking simply a morke t or commercial view of the situation, 
the supply of laDor for the past twelve months has fully equaled tbe 
demand and indeed was a li t t le excessive if anyth ing , so far as skilled a r t i -
sans were concerned The absence of any estensive public improvemeDts 
and tbe gradual sbr inkage of building euterprises after Ihe flrst spring 
flurry, have proven adverse to Ihe employraent ot as f ull a force of labor 
as durÍDg 1S90, and, wbile ma t t e r s were not so bad as to cause serious dis-
tress among workiiigmen, there has beeu an iufluence poteutenough lo keep 
the st iking spi . i t raore or less passive and. wilh oae exceptiou, tbe diffi-
culties between employei's and tbeir men bave been of a niinor charac te r 
and qiiickly adjusted. The excepiion reterred to was of cuurse the pro-
tracted struggle between the lumber dealors and those of thpir workmen 
who do the car t iog and baadling of lumber, the lal ler simply act ing as 
puDpets tor c»rtain walkiug delegates, eudeavoring to exercise ibe dai.ger-
oua autbor i ty vesled in them b j t rade union rules The affair was in all 
main features a connterpar t of ihe little unpleiSantDes^ ot the precedÍDg 
year , including a mo-t saiisfactoiy result. Feeliog souiewhat sore over 
failu're to coercn an individual lumber flrm or t n o lo certaiu a rb i t r a ry 
t r ade uaion rules dur ing 1S90, tbe walkiug delegates resoUed tha t ihe 
ent ire t r ade should be made to feel their power, aiid a t t e r hatchiug u p a lot 
ot aileged grievances, and formulai ing a set of demands upon empicyers, 
fortæd ihe more or less unwil l iae workmeu to proclaiiu a st. ike or bo j c i t t . 
Again they reckoned without their host, however, for the lumber riealers, 
follo.viug pi-ecisely the plan laid dowu for thera by the brick manufactur-
crs and dealers ihe year before. banded themselves together, stood fiim in 
resisting, not any honest. Just demaud of labor. bui an a t tempt a t arbi-
t r i r y dictatioa o£ busiaess methuds by irresponsible p i r t i e s ; and, of ccu ' se , 
in the eud wbippcd the wal ing delegate.H horse, foot and dragoons Tûis 
strife was doulitless seriously detr imental to the piogi ess of building, aud 
has brought its iuflueuce riown to the close of tbe year , but it is a qu stion 
whether the monieuiary effect will not be raore than coinpensated by the 
le.ison taui;ht. Capital, as represented by tbe employer, has tíually c i u u h t 
the cue t rom t rade uaionism and learned tha t in co-operation there is b th 
s t rength and success, with m a n y natura l advantages on tbe side of capital . 
As yet the orgaDÍZîtions havB been for proteciive purposes only, agttiost 
unbearable iraposilioas ot the poorly balauced represeu'ai ives of lubor; 
bn t shou ld cdpital becorae aggresíive, it raay deinand tbe restoraiion ot 
many conces^ions granted of lat- years. not because they were just , but 
becau-e as intíividuals or firms employers had no fightiug chance. Tha t 
t rade unions are noi only justifiable but a necessiiy for bettering Ihe condi-
tion of workmen, uo sensible person will deiiy, but when their success 
leads thom to ovei-step the bounds of prudence and oiiher direHly or 
through their nccredited agents seek to take cbarge of the business affaii's 
of eraployers, they wabe up a g iant to be feared. aud are really responsi-
ble for any reaction tha t m i y foUow. Tha t tho more prominenl leaders of 
labor see a cbaiige in coaditions is shown in the notes ot warning they a re 
souuding agaiust unnecessary aud uuprovoked .strik.s and boycotts, a'id 
there is bope tha t io futuie, difflculiies m a y be u iwe geueialiy seitled 
through the medium of arbi t rat ion. As yet it is somewhat early to a t tempt 
a succes.-ful fcrecast ot chances for tbe season. hut the relation of employer 
and employe wiU depend muoh upon the oouUitiou of busiiiess. Moderate 
building operations would be likely to keepaffaii-s m the labor field com-
parai ively qtúet. but ihe c d n m e n c t m e n t of a more g tnera l lin= ot work 
will, wiihuut doubt , induce walking de leea t e saudo the rag i t a to r s to foment 
troubla, ou the assumption tha t emplojers with coutracts booited a re ia 
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tbe m i j >rity ot cases the ba-t gama to work for such exactious as m. i j be 
decided upon. The general average cost of labor remains much the same 
as a j e a r ago. 

The loUowing is a comparison of wages per day on the )st of J a n u a r y for 
tbe years named: 

1889. 
$2 n(i@.' 50 

3 6 @ l 00 
. . . . ® I '10 

3 il'l@l 60 
3 60® I I 0 
2 r->@i 60 
3 76@l uO 

18^. 
Ordlnarvlabor. . . . $160®! 50 
Masi.ns 3 75@l lO 
Piasteiers (gilOl 
i;.irpenter8 8 0 @t .60 
P l u ' n b - r s 3 5ii@l 00 
P a i n i e r s 2 60@1 .50 
S ione c u t t e r s 3 76® 4 0«) 

1891. 1891. 
$2 00® i 50 $2 t l i@2 60 

4 H '@l -21 
4 00@l -25 
3 6 @ ) 75 
3 60@1 110 
2 5J(ã 1 60 
3 5 . ® 1 00 

_ •) 01) 
4 (1(1® l '25 
8 .5"@3 75 
3 5 @ 1 00 
2 5(1® i 50 
3 5 J ® 1 50 

1892. 
$2 ('0®2 50 

4 .•0®") (.0 
4 Oi'®l '/n 
8 60® I 75 
3 .50@| . 0 
2 5. @ ( 60 
3 60® I .50 

LATH.—This marke t enjoys the di í t inct ioa ot boing ab ut the ooly one 
ín line of i.taple building mi tpr ia l t ha t has lield oo general form tbrough-
o u t i h e seasou. No ton ly bave prices f i i l e i to touch qa i te as lowaf igureas 
du i ing the prect.ding j e a r , but bave sold a t the highe^t for several seasons, 
making a more coîtly average, with supplies a t regular primal poiuts 
pre t ty well cleaned up a t tiie close and somo de i le rs roduced to scant accu-
mulation. Aciual local use of lath was undoubtedly smaller and building 
operat ous were genorally obtaii imgsupplies of oiher mi ie r i a l haiidled in 
cur.-ent purchaso for lesscost th'iu t.hBp.-e'.'ed'ug year, but the fact is t h a t 
for auy ordinary-sized j.jb tbecon^u'i ier is uot likel r to make much of a 
fussover .5a i c . or eveu I5c per i l on the price of lath uaiil the flg'ire 
gets up to or above í i .60 i)er M, a'.d theu all hands on the buyiog sido 
eoter a protest. The real C'outentioo ia the niarket, theretore, is between 
recei vers and dealers who, m haudliug large parcels of stoek and i u c u r r i i g 
the eíp-juses o£ trausportat lou aml c a r i j i u g , are c impelled to calcuiate all 
tbe fiactions aud nog.iiiite with cor esponding effort for advantage u p m 
every opportuuity offi-red. In view ot the undoui.ted contracl ion of ihe 
ei iy con-umptiou tbe steady movem^'at of cirgods into the hauds of buyei-s 
w a s a t times sjroething of a su rp r i s e , ' i ' i t outside íources of demand have 
p r o v e n a g r j a t belp ai idsorae ot the l a r g e r N e w Jersey cities and towns 
were a t tiines furui-hing Iiberal and anxious custom Oí course, the dis-
Bgreeible condiiions tha t a t tended t r a n s p o n a t i o a dur iug IS;I0 have not 
beeu encouutered dur ing tbe piesont sea-on, but , ; m the cont ra ry , freight 
roona was p ien 'y aiid ch t ap a t all tíraes. but the general presaure of sup-
pbes wasreduoed through various influeDcs. and tDat .undoubtedly. w a s t h e 
saviog clau-e iha t has bept advautage upou the seliing .>.ide. A t tbe East-
ward tbe producers of spruce lalh have lu niany cises enacted the .yeerly 
per tormance of grurabl ing overpr ice aud Ih r i a l en ing to slop sbipments 
and tlien goue ri ht along loadiiig aad forwarding cargoea. bui, there were 
olhers who did cui tai l the production iu s jme ca-es to almost po-it 've sus-
pension, the wi lbdiawal ot one largecoocern alone makiug a (iifference in 
the cu(put ot sorae th l r iy milliou la h. That result was due to i h e g r i a t e r 
a t t r ac io . ' S afforded by tbe pulp miUs, which have taken slabs and logs a t 
prices f»r more remunera t ive ihau could be obtained by sawing, to say 
noth ingof haviog a marke t r ight ou the grouud, wiih no ia termediaie 
delay aod risk o t a s e a voyageaud pos .s ib learr ivala tan unpropit iousperiod. 
In addition to conditious jus t noted there has beeu a smallcr suuply from 
other sources, aud pai-iicularly froin Cauada , where, af(«r opeoing the 
season with a scaniy supply, a somewhat protracte(l s t r ike a t the mills 
redueed the suminer output , aud manu tac tu re r s found very little oppor-
tuu i ty to get in upon this raarket. I t Í9. Iherefore, q'iite evideiit t ba t a 
for tunate modifloation in the produ :tion may quite as luuch as any lh ing 
receive c e d i t for tbe f ivorable m a r el, aud had it uot been for this cut ofi" 
wp raight bave becoiue deluiíed with uusalable supplies, aud tbe results 
fardifferent . As it is, the receipts show up tuller iu the aggregate than 
might havcbpen expei'ted, tlie Uf'pish incline of value toward the close of 
the seasou having au eft'ect l,<> draiv out niauy cargoes tha t migbt uot otber-
wise have been forwarded quiio EO quickly. A hasty t racing o£ the general 
fljctuations for the year mav he interesliug by w a j of perfeciiiig tbe record. 
J a a u a r j opeued wiih auout $i 'iã per M cu r i ea t , but au uue pected run ot 
cargoes came forward, aiid by tue 'iôth of Ihe month over flfteen miliion 
la tn had arr ived. and cost droppe'l H'c p t r Vl. The decline would probatily 
have pfoveu greator had uot anabspuce ot severe cold weathei and snow 
permit ted the pusbing forward ot work and afforded receivers soma very 
good custom, considariog tho seisou. n u r i u g Feoruary mat te rs improved, 
t b e r a t e working up to î i . o ) per M, and Iigbi.er ufferings and a very good 
demand. í la rcu develop'il qui te an i r regular tone. but a t generally easier 
rauge , tull supplies becoiuing available auo piices shading to $2.2'. a i --'5 tor 
Eas tero spruca sláb slock, Í2-iu for Nortcern Piue, aud duwn to S2.0o for 
rouod wood lots. of which there was quitn a supplv d u ' i u g the month B j 
the middle of Apríl the round wood stock had about all been taken up, 
offer iugsgenerai l j were ra the r s c a u t j and with aa improved out-of-lown 
deu.and the marke t stiffened. Support íng conditious coutiuued dur iog 
M a j , and $2 3'> per M was rc icbed, Dut became modified lilc. be fo re the 
close. P u r i n g Juoe the lumber haudlers ' s t n k e was ou, lath ar r ived with 
S'.me freedora aud prices dropped to $'i.Ol a i c S pei' ÍI I ' clmled in tbis 
moath ' s offer ngs «e re some Blick a s h a o d b j s s w o n d s t o c k , b u t ihey s tcured 
very litlla favor, aud no f u r i b t r sh 'pmeuts were ordered. An upward lu ro 
came again in .lulv, wheu deraand iacreased somenha t , and a sirike with 
shut t iog d'iwu of mills r ep j r t ed from St. Joha st imulaied cost up lo $'2.25 
par M By tbe Isl of August , however, under wbat receiveis »eiedií,posed 
to call an " uoexpected'" ueavy ar r iva l , tbe markec made a puiiip d iop to 
$2.'i('aí lOper M, aud did uot i t c j v e r much iluriog month. Sepleinber 
was fa 'rly steady with ii 'i' a t oue timo reached. but oot lield, and Octo-
ber st fouud another tumble to $i.bO per M Ac tha t poini., howtvar , 
buyers had thoir iHst chauce, values steadily and surely moviog u p * a r d 
during Octotjer, Noveiuber and December, until $3.00 per M by cargo was 
a t ta ioed. and t h a i ra te paiil lor boih Kast t ru f-pruoeaLd Cananian Piue hy 
out-ot-towu an.t well cleaued up local deaiers, »ho , to use tbeir owii words, 
" eimply had lo havs siock." l u goiog over tbe above record of flii.-lua-
tioDS. it will be note.l thac rao-it of iho busiiiess has really beeu done on the 
average of $'2 IK a :.'25 per M, the fiual u p w a i d t u r n beiug a sort of spurt 
quite as une^pecied lo sellers as any one. aud a t the close was alreadv 
br iogins natural resull in d rawing out not ouly cousiderahle Ea-tern stnff 
which somi-how geaerally turiis up whe i price is high enough, but also ten-
ders from other oouices, includiug heiuli ck laih froiu this Sta le , Canada 
and Penn-íjlvauia a t $2 I' ai 'ái p r M, accordiug to de l ive r j , e tc . , tbe j e a r 
wiuding up wiih a weak loue. A steel steam uarge s t n t here via Caual, 
St. Lawrencc River aud coastwise l iom Micmg'iu ar r ivcd aur iug August 
wilh ov t r a miliiou pine laih as raakeFbift cargo or baliast. They soid a t 
$J.'2II por M, and were l>î luch wide, % iuch thick, 4 teat long aud ftfiy to 
bundle. 

COSIPAnATrV PKIC S, J A N U A E Y 1. 

Kas te rn . C a r g o r a t e . 
18*1, p e r IVt $2 4 0 ® ; 45 
l'«H, per 'M 2 1« @ i 25 
1886 .pe rM 2 6 @ . 
IS-e. p a r VI . . . 2 2 5 @ ; 31 
1887, pe r M 2 15@2 25 

E a s t e r n . C a r g o r a t e ' . 
18'«. per 'M $ i ' 2 0 ® ; 25 
1889, per M 2 I0@2 2U 
i89' , pe r ,M 2 •.iS®^ 30 
1891, per M 2 26® i 30 
189.', pe r M (o,3 tO 

The following shows the iraports and exports a t New York ot La th for 
the petiods named: 

Imports from Exports to 
Britisb Piooiuces. all p.iints. No. Value. 

183-J . . . 77,181800 1,091800 $I,J-|7 
18á3 77054,30J -2910 0 l . ' i 6 
18''1 77-4.5.I90J 1.-1-<6,UOO 3,9M 
18S,5 68,6i9,9"10 a îlí'̂ .UCO 6,952 
1885 U4.2*ii.l00 L lLflfll! l Â J . 

1S87 11'2,476.0I10 l̂ '̂ ne.OOO 4027 
1888 16,571,000 1,8111100 B,974 
m9 182217,1100 57,H,"OJ 1798 
189.1 if^^.'i^ooo en.'ioo îii63 
Î891 119,162,000 83G,'l()0 l / í l í 

LIME.—The general marke t has baen free from any features ot an 
unusual or remarkable c b a r i c t e r dur ing the seasoa, aud as oae of our 
leadiue receivers remarked, " it was jiist dull throughout ." Some of the 
spring d jmands weie a litcle auimatød, as dealers a t tha t period natural ly 
felt more or less h u r r y aboa t repleaishiní stock. but as a raatter ot fact 
buyers have a t no tima labj red uader a a y real s t iæu l i t i ng anxiety and 
have c i r r i ed most of tbe advantage , tîo t a r as the Eastern p'-oduct is coc-
cerned ic was an op»n free. go-a--yju-pl6 .se markec uuuainperered uy nny 
omLi i i a t ioa a t the maaufactui-iug eud, and with au abseuce of agreemant 
upou coucei t nf acCio.i hjre , tbere was ac times evulauce of consnier-
able quiet compeliiion araoug receivers, yet rarely of a severe cbaracter 
and Bppareutly without bitteruess. Of course ihe trouble with the iiiarket 
waso f tbe same general ua ture to wbich all other l e i l i a g descripiious of 
raaterial were compelled to succumb. aud bnefly staled araounts tosimply 
a cousiderable shriukage in lh« uciual con-umpiiou without proper coin-
pensatmg balance in ibe raatter <il pi-oauction. AccoiQÍngio frequant 
mail advices aud reports fioiii operators who have p%iu visiis to pi i .nal 
poiuis at i i i 'erváls, thare W1S a daaire co keep ihe l u t p u t a l jus ted s rae 
whttt closelj to curreut wants o£ iha raarket, but batwoeu a Iiiile skepii-
cisra amoug nianfaciuiers regarding the reports of dimiuishai' cunsumpiion 
aod a wiIUugness to let tho oiber feU iw do iha curcailiag all hnnds have 
really made more lirae Ihan they should, and it wouM seem w i i h a v e r y 
nai-row ma'-giu for pruflt, though compaiacively rea-ouable cosi of irans-
portaiioii bas probablv miiigated matcers somewhat. Prioes hava been 
quite irrcgulor, the e r t remes shoiviag tl.'2il do>va to 'Jôc, ou fiiisbiug, aud 
t l . lO dowu to S c. aad pjSiiibl.y 7.jc. par bbl. ou C j iumin w b a u s u l d a s 
such, but most of che business has baen done at iaterraodiate fi,íure3, and 
froquently boih kiuds oave sold a t the same price where one 
grade could be ma' le uselul to work off a smplus of the other. 
Hinaliy the marke t settled down to i)i c. for Cjmuiou, and $1 
for Lurap, and these remaiued as the quotatiuns to eud of 
seasou, ibough there were ruraors backed b j fair evideiice of 
quiet cut t ing going on «heuever it tiecarae impossible to secure acustoiner 
o 'h t rwise . As with other arlicles the pnce has been low euougb to prevent 
any g r ea t amount of grumbl ing f rom buyers ou tha t score, aua oue ai(I to 
receivershas tieen tbe willingutss of dia lers to take i u t j s t ocka l l they could 
fiud room tor or cous.steutly nndertake to car ry . Wbeu the raarkec bas 
been weak and low prices became curreut certuiu pnrtious of the i rade have 
set u p the ola shout of ' rho.na-toii and R i c k p j r c linie." ns thou h iho^e 
were the < nly makes t h a t could sell so low. But the shout aud the impUca-
tious a. e becomiug ra the r ant iquated aud have U tle or no effect upon a 
large proportiou ol buyers . Indeed, it is author i ta t ively stated tha t there is 
no more ditference iu the quali ty of Thomastoa, Rockport aud Rocklaiid 
Lime thau there is between the lUfferent brauds o£ Rocií laud, aud tha t results 
only iu I he measm'e of care used in solecting the rock aiid liurning it. The 
probabilities are tha tTnomas ton Lime wiU be a more promiueut l'actor on 
the m a r et in f uture . Sta te lime has played about ils usual pari. in the 
p rog iamme, commeucing the seasou about the middle of February with 
some rail shipments aud foUowing up iu na tura l order by water , wi tu such 
breaks in the s-upply as might appear uecessary. The cost on commoQ has 
ranged a t lSi'a"*5c., w i t h a fair measure ofsteadiness, as manutacturei 's have 
geuorally inanaged to sUut off the shipmeut iu this dU'Cctiou wueuever the 
markot apiioaiedunpropil ious aud tiud other outlets. The VVeb-torn makers 
who woro coquett iug with this marke t dur ing last year have been less 
demoustrat ivo though creiUted with haviug S;:curedsomecustora, a u d t h e r e 
a re alão repor tsof goods sold t'rom New Jersey. Tne leceipts ol iát. Jolm 
stock are cousiderably less thau dur in^ the previous year, yet really very fair 
considoring tne fnss t b a t was made about the tar i t t , au(l as receivers have 
calmly accepted f>0a^5c. per bbl. tbere does uot seem to have been any 
special degree oi prohibitiou th rough the iucrease of duty . The following 
í i o m the .ewistou ( aiue) .Jouriial seems to cover an impor tant po in t : 

" A decisiou o£ interest to all Ume owuei-s has jus t beeu reached a t Rock-
laud. The questiou a t issue was whether the cuemical chauge caused by 
the wet t iug o£ the Ume destroys the value oi i t before i here is auy flre, or 
whether combusliou commeucosthe momeu t the Umeis wet. A. P . Crockett 
& Co. claimod t h a t the fire begau when the lime was wet, fire iusurauce 
compauios takiug the opposite viow. The questiou was rei'erred to referees 
in the case of some lime destroyed last spring, aud a t tuo heariug the reierees 
decided t h a t combustiou commeucos the moj ient Ume is wet, aud tuerefore 
awarded Crockett & Co. $l,aO0, withiu a £ew doUars oí the luli amouut of 
theú ' claira. The rei'erees were unanimous in their decision." 

COUPARATIVB PRICE OF .EASTERN LIME AT NEW YORK, JAMUARV 1. 

—Roc ' land— 

1883, 
1884 
1»86. 
1886 

t 'om. 
p e r bbl . 

$1 10 
1 00 

•1 00 
1 00 

FÍQ. 
t)er bbl. 

$ t 4J 
1 -20 
1 20 
1 20 

Rockland--

I 1887... 
1888. . . , 
18:i9 
ij UJ . . . 
Ib91 . . . 
1892 85@>J0 95®1 00 

Coiu. 
p e r bbl. 

$1 00 
1 00 
1 uO 
1 00 

90 

h ln . 
p e r bol 
$1 20 

1 10 
1 20 
1 20 
1 00 

st . 
John 

por bi)I. 

The imports of Lime from St. John , N. B., compare as follows: 

1886 
15,500 
4.'.6 8 

13J,4S7 
l t l , ; 1 3 

1889 
1.--9J 
1891 

.bbls 

8. @S6 
86® »u 
90®93 
80® 5 
80(^85 

81,934 
67,"49 
38,728 

LUMBER.—The general run of business on this market , from a distribu-
t ive and actual cousuming staudpoint. has been in sad coutrast with 139'. 
Tha t will apply uot simply to oue, two or three grades oi' lumber, but to 
the eut ire list, and in our more specific meution o£ the various descriptions 
of stock f m t h e r alon^ there wiU of necessity be fouud a gioat similarity of 
detaU. J u s t after the breaking up ot wiuter there was some Uttle Uurry of 
animatiou iu p a r t on deUvery oí coutract gooJs, and iu p a i t on reaUy new 
deals, bu t uo real suap or vigor could be i'ouud iu tne actiou o£ custom, and 
a t the bcst it was uever mcre thau a fairly active markol . lu May came 
the coinmencement o£ the struggle, uot exactly with labor, but ra iher 
against au a t t empt o£ certaiu walidng delegates, represeuting aud cou-
trolUng workmen uuder t rade miion rules, to exercise the tuuctiouo of a 
soi t o£ dictatorship toward employers, aud whilo this was going ou busiuess 
became abaolutely suspended, the yards í^ r a long period i-omamiuj: closed. 
Having flually roulod the euemy, iu a most decided maniier, dealers íor a 
short tiuie a l t e r the resumptiou oi t radiug were quile busy on a sort o£ 
cavchin^-up t rade , embodyiug deUvoriosupou pieviou=ly boo.íed orde. s and 
in meeiiug tho accumulatod uecossitiosol reguiarcustom. I t was, however, 
only a flusu m the pan, soon dyiug out, aud £or the bal mce o£ the year 
affairs were in a stupid, draggiug couduion outside of a lew favored lucai-
ities which were excoptional eucugh to prove ihe rule. l u refeir iug to 
uulavorable couditiona oi tae situation noi a few o£ tho dealers maui tes tau 
iucUnaiiou to lay aboui all the blauie upon the labor difliculties, but that , 
we tiiiuk, is not warrauted. I t was kuowu a t the Hrst o£ the year t h a t 
dauger 'rom so.ue move oi the workmeu impended; the t ruck di ivers aud 
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who were posted na tura l ly moved with caution. The flnal lock-out led to 
theabau.Ioni i ientofmauy p re l imina rymoves towardc rea t i n^new workand 
the pigeoii-holiug o£ more mature plans, where many still remaiu, aud 
therefore as a p r i m e tactor i u c u r t a i l i u g t r a d e t h e ag i ta torsof labor t roubles 
are unquestionably to ba blamcd. Ye t thcre were other infiueuces suffi-
ciently poteut to oarry a more or less quieting effect as compared with the 
preceding seasou and 1S91 was cut oui for a light year iu any event. The 
pr incipal fea tures to which we refer was a na tu ra l voluntary inclination to 
admit o\ or-pruductiou both iii manufac tur ing and builtUng lines ou the 
par t of consorvative custom aud to act iu accord with tha t decision; whilo 
a t the sanie time there were a great many vvould-be buyers who did not 
flnd any oue soUcitiug the i r t r ade , aud when they made move toward uego-
tiations uf theU' own volitiou eucountered great difficulty in perfecting 
deals, if successful a t all. This la t ter result was the outcouie of a uiore 
determiued stand on the par t of pre t ty niueh all dealers iii retusiug to 
longer take risk of selling to the speculative buiItUng t rade, aided by a iuore 
systematic method of credit comparisons, es]>ecially among the spruce men, 
though folluwed up very well by doalers in other brauches, especially wheii 
members of the local t rade assuciation. 

Aud whilo speakiug of the local organization ot lurabermen, the thought 
arises, has uot the quietness of business and oue of the main iufluences pro-
ducing it found ahiiost a full compensation in the breaking dowu of ba i -
ricrs t h a t so long separated diffeient divisions of the t rade and brought 
them together as one conimon body working for the general goc l of aU. 
Last wiuter and early spring the New York Lumoer Trade Associatioii 
could not, eveu by sumo of its best friends, be caUed a fully roproseutativo 
or par t icular ly iufiueutial body, bu t the spark o£ the labor truuble ignited 
a spirit o£ appreciation aud cnthusiasm t h a t a t t rac ted to its membership 
practically the entire t rade of the Metropolitan district, aud tc-day it 
stands ihe l i rgest , strongest aud most promisiug associatiou o£ lumbermou 
this city has yet kiiowu, aud no doubt dest iuedto provo o£ mater ia l beuefit 
to all couoerued. I t is a gooil steii forwara toward the creatiug ot a regu-
lar lumbermau's exchauge. Auulher foature o£ the j e a r was the compara-
t ively rocent torinatiou oi a combiuatiun amoug the Yellow Piue coucerns 
iu this local i t j , and while the piojectors do nut like t o h a v e it called a t rust , 
i t has a grea t deal of tha t ua tu re both in the plan o£ organizatiou and 
charactor o£ its char te r and the methods employed in operating. It, how-
ever, put forth a strung prospectus, claiming au iutentiou to cheapoii tho 
cost aud bruadeu the use o£ the special grade o£ stock dealt iu, and n o make 
this portiou o£ the seasou's reoord with a stroug boUei tha t promises will 
all be tuIHIled, as the firms composiug the urganizatiuu are amoug the 
s t rongts l iu tho local luuiber t rado aiul as a body (luite l ikelj to aocoiiiplish 
wha t t h o j set about to do. The questiou ot dook priviloges and accoiiimo-
datiou is again undeu dlscussion, aud there i sa chance tha t some action will 
be takeu dur ing the year to obtaiu soiue sort of equitable tri a tmeut froiii 
the coiitrolliug povvoi-s. 

After leaiuug precoJing remarks aad glancing a t our comparat ive sta-
tistics ot receipl.-., tbere would ba a na lu i a l teudency to iiuagiue a discre-
p a n c j existed somewhere, bnt there is really uotbing of tbe kind. An 
inward movemtn i geuernlly equal to, and iu a fcw cases slightly in excess 
of last year , unreasunable or auomalous as i t may appear, is really to a 
large extent duo to the dnll tone prevail iug ou ihe iii.stiibution end ot 
the mai ket. lUanufacturers and agents couid not work iu sufficientunisou 
to keep otferings down toan offset aga ius t sbruukeu consumpiiou, and they 
wi&el} dia the uext best tbiiig iu shaaiug cost to a point ot acLiial a t t r ac -
tiou. 'l'he lesult was that while dealers indulged in all tberegi i lanon f j rms 
ol compla iu tabou t tbe aistrit iutive t i a d e t h e j vvere not bliud t«j tbc faoc 
Iha t a g iea i deal of dosirable luiiibercould be bought v e r j cbeap, aiid those 
who had them' îaus or credit kept qu e t lyabsorbiug offerings uuti l , witbout 
making much o£ a display, tbe haudliijg o£ hulk lots has beeu r ea l l j pre t ty 
liberai, with the difference agaiust tormer years, t ha t a smaller pi.jportii.u 
has as vet passea luto cuDsuraption aud the iiccumulafed stock contaius a 
greater aniuuut of the seasuu's puicbasos thau u-ual, aiul piobabiy a 
better aS Orimeut. There bas boon tbe iisual s tr ing u£ coraplaints about 
poor inspection, t r i ck j Siiipments, iufriugemeut up in local r ights liy 
t raveling salesmen, e t c , but nona o£ them new, aud while there is talk ..f 
get t iug aome of tbo ditflculties liefore the associatioii tor arguiijent and 
.settleiiieDt if po.-sible, u is quite Iikelj niany ut che grievaiices wiU prove 
raore imagiaat ive rnan reai. During the seusnii the railrotnl companus 
cenieriug uere liave a g i e e i upon a demur ragecha rge ot »1 pei car p e r d a y 
ou all i'ars helil be jond forty eight hr.urs a t te r i c a d j tor deUvei j , und 
latierly this ruie was quiie rigidly e n i j r c d , owing to the great ' ca rc i tv .u t 
rolling Btuck a t the W est and ihe necessity tor burr ied l j gecting cars ou 
theU' re turu t r ip . 

The expurt ti ade has agaiu proven generally uusatisfactory, and had it 
uot beeu l'or oue or two veiy t 'ortuua e circumstauoes wouid have.suieiy 
run uiaterially behiiid last i ear. As it is, iii additioii to the shriukage in 
feet, the vaiue o£ a grea t deal of the stull' aveiagod a still greater relat ive 
siirinkage o.>iiig tu au emburgu upou uiost o£ the best outlets. Souie very 
good shipmeuts vvero mado to Austral ia , but t rade vvith the River P la te 
was practically nothing o.>iug to coiitiuu .tion u£ tíuaucial difficulties, aud 
betweou rovulutiuu^, uctual and th iea teued, musi of ibe O'her youth 
American Statos atfurded but poor custom. A damaying hurrioaue in the 
West ludios, aud Iho auuouucomeul u£ a leoipi'ocity « i t h souie of the 
islãiids aa VM'U as Brazil uponed tbe duor £or a ouusidorable amuuut ol t rade 
tor a vvhilo, but demands tovvard the ond oi the year appearod to become 
tíUed and tho wind iip vvas slow. 'l'ue aocumulated- tock o£ shippiug grades 
a t this poiuL is very lair , aud raore or ioss stuok can be reachoii un through 
shipmcut, svith operat , rs hoiielul t ha t settlemont u£ puUtioal, auil tu a cuu-
siderablo ostont the tiuaucial s t ia iu iu .--uutb Ameiicu vviU lead to an 
improvemout iii t rade tbe comiug season. Hardvvuods havo . tícurod a very 
good foi-eigii call, aiid o£ quite a geuei al character , ihough n a l u u t was 
la rge l j iu che load aud ospociaUy sought t>j Cuutiuoutal cusium. 

.-vlipoudod we giva our u-ual tabuIa teJ ooiiiparisuu oi reoeipts of luuiber 
and goueral forest products a t this pori Tbo Hgm'is speak íoi- themseives, 
and uro as nearly ooi-rect dovvii to tbe Ist uf J a u u a r y as it is possible lo 
uiake thoui, Tue coastvviso movement may bo acoepted a,s tho most ooiu-
plete aud thorougb record, owiug tu superior faciliiies fur obtaiii.ng tho 
uecess . r j iuf . rmat iou, but the oar lut movemeut i rum tbe iiiterior is also 
pre t t j ' nea ly au actual couut, aud vvhere resoi t to estiojates became neces-
sary it was i rom data tha t coúld hardly fuil to give a closo uppioximatiou 
to eiiact amouuts , and iu nu case have we tried to strain results for etfect. 
As it is Nevv Yor aud its harbor cities rumains by ta r tho largts t lumbor 
consuming locaUlj in the country, 

COMPARATIVK Rt íCEIPTS OF LUUBBR AND OTHER FOREST PRODUCTS AT ÍEW YORK 

DURINO TBil, PAST TWO VEARS, 

1890. 1891. 
L u m b e r . E a s t e m coas t , ft . . . 190,656,0001 167,092,000 | 

" îuTeno™ o™uai a n d • ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' • ""^1,265,667,000 ^ '« '*- ' '« 'M,16'2,579,00O 
ca r lots 801,720,0Û0j 728,6'25,OOoJ 

LoES, in ter ior ca r lo ts , n u m b e r 4'2,29o 
Box ahooks, i n t e r l o r c a r locs, biindles 1 ,7I5 , ( Í80 
f i l in^ , cuasLwise, pleces I88,.í91 
Ltith, coas twiso aud inter ior , pieoes '263,6-,!i,oou 
.•5bi..t.les, coaalwise , piecaa Ir.,. i'.i,l'UU 
b taves , Cuustvvisf, pieces I4,586,-.Í93 
. '• in ior iu i , c a r lots, pieces . 76,788,000 
Hendioir, iiitarior. oa r lots, bundles 872,95u 
U o o p s . iu te r io l , oar lots. bundlos 289,866 

41,775 
1,2-27,500 

14(j,b67 
261,S81,Uia 
6 i,0ii:;,0t'U 
12.85I,0U0 

lU2,;20,ii l iO 
Sã-2,150 
545,6-.;5 

l.',ii«toi II S p n i i ' o h a s o x p e r i e n c e d a s e a s o n v e r y d e c i d e d l y iu c o n t r a s t w i t h 
,, |,i , li i M 11 llii l i g u r e s o f r e c e i p t s s h u w u p c o m p a i ' a t i v e l y fuU b u t 
i,,i | . III ,1, i, < ,111-1 t h .v w e i - e p u s h e d l o r w a r d t h a u t h a t t h e j w e r e t U r e c t l y 

c a l l e d f o r a n d t h e c o m m i s s i o n m e n w e r e c o n s t a n t l y l a b o r i i i g u n d e r a d i s a d -
v a n t a g e l e s s e n e d o r i n c r e a s e d , a c c o r d i u g t o t h e i m i n e d i a t e q u a u t i t y of s t o c k 
in t h e h a r b o r s e e k i u g a m a r k e t . T h e h i g h p r i c e s of 189(1 w e r e n e v e r e v e n 
i u s i g h t d u r i u " t h e s e a s o u j u s t c losed , b u t on t h e o t b e r h a n d a raiich l o w e r 
l e v e l w a s t o u c l i e d , a n d on t h e a v e r a g e c o s t h a s b e e n c h e a p e r t h a n f o r raany 
y e a r s . N o n e o t t h e s e d i s a g r e e a b l e c i ' u d i t i o n s c a n e i t h e r d i r e c t l y o r i n d i -
r e c t l y b e t r a c e d t o a n y loss of p o p u l a r i t y f o r t h i s t h o r o u g h l y s t a n d a r d 
w o o d , b u t r a t h e r t o r e d u c e d c u r r e n t c o u s u m p t i o n a n d a g r e a t e r m e a s m ' e of 
c a u t i o u 011 b o t h t h e b u y i n g a n d s e l l i n g s ide . J i i s t so l o n g a s s p r u c e c a u t e 
o b t a i n e d i t w i l l b e use t î fo r t h e a v e r a g e r u u o£ dvvel l i i igs , s m a l l a p a r t m e n t 
h o u s e s a n d I, i u d r e d s t r u c t u r o s , b u t i u j u s t t h a t d e s c r i p t i o u u£ wi irk vvas t h e r e 
a s h r i u k a g e a u d t h a t , iii c o n j u u o t i o u w i t h o t h e r tac t io rs , p l a o o d d e a l e r s in a 
p o s i t i o n w h e r e t h e y c o u l d a s s u m e a n i n d o ] j e n d e n t pos i t i u i i a n d s t i c k t o i t 
w h e n o v e r i t a p p e a r e d t o t h e i r i n t e r e s t t o d o so. D u r i n g t h e first t w o o r t h r e e 
m o n t h s of t h e y e a r s o m e a p p e a r a n c e o£ s t e a d i u e s s w a s m a i u t a i n e d , b u t 
t h e r e w a s a t n o t i m e a n y r e a l s n a p o r v i g o r t o t h e d e m a n d e i t h e r f o r r a n -
d o n i o r s p e c i a l s a n d b y t h e m i d d l e o t A p r i l c o m p l a i u t s c o m m e u o e d t o 
o o m e in f r o m t h e m i l l s a b o u t t h e u n u s u a l s o a r c i t y o£ o r d e r s f r o m t h i s l oca ! -
i t y . T h e s e c o m p l a i n t s c o n t i n u o d vv i t hou t i i i uch i u t e r r u p t i o n a l l a l o u g d u i -
i n g t h e s p r i n g , s u m n i e r a n d faU, w i t h e o i i s t a n t t h r e a t s t h a t s h i p m e u l s 
w o i i l d b e s t o p p e d , y e t t h e y w e r e t h r e a t s o n l y u n t i l vv iu te r i n d i c a t i o n s 
b e c a m e m o r e p r o n o u n c e d , w h e n t h e m i l l s d i d fiually s h u t dovvn, n o t 
b e c a u s e t h e w e a t h e r r o a U y c o m p e l l e d i t a t t h e d a t e o t s t o p p a g e , b u t s i m p l y 
t h a t a ; l o u t l e t s h a d b e c o m e fllled a n d t u r t h e r p r e s s u r e u p o n t h e m w o u l d 
h a v e b o e n s u i c i d a l . D u r i n g t h e e a r l y s p r i n g t h e s c a l i n g - d o w n of p r i c e s w a s 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y e a s y n n t i l t l e first of M a y , w h e u t h e î a b o r t r o u b l e s t r u c k 
o u r locnl m a r k e t a n d t h e n e v e r y t h i n g b o c a n i e d e m o r a l i z e d b e c a u s e d e a l e r s 
n o t o n l y w e r e u u a b l e t o d e l i v e r stuff, b u t c o u l d o u l y r e c e i v e u u d e r g r e a t 
d i t f i cu l t i e s i t a t a l l . D u r i n g t h o c o n t i i i u a t i o u of t h e b o y c o t t t h e r e w a s 
f o r t u u a t e l y u o g r e a t e x e e s s o£ a r r i v a l s a s s h i p p e r s , t o r t h e i r n w n 
p r o t e c t i o n , f o r w a r d e d a s l i t t l e a s p o s s i b l e , a u d t u t h o i r h o n o r 
b e i t r e c o r d e d t h e m a j o r i t y of m a n i i f a c t u r e r s a b s t a i u e d f r o m h o l d i u g a n y 
i i ago t iac io i i w i t h Choso d e a l e r s o r cousu 'uer . - . w h u fa i l ed tu w u r k iii i in i s . u 
w i t b t h e t r a d e h e r e w h i l e s t r u g g l i n g a g a i i i s t t h e e x a c t i o n s of o r e a u i z e d 
l a b u r . W b e n w a l k i n g d e l e g a t i s m w a s finally s t i u e l c h e d i t w o s h o p e d t b a t 
a b e t t e r m a r k e t m i g h t f o l l o w , b u t u n f u r t u n á t e l y , b e t w e e n w o r k a b a n d c i i e d 
a n d t h e g e n e r a l f e e l i n g of c a u t i o n a n d d i s t r u s t , b u y e r s r e i n a i n e d s l o w a u d 
otfish uni l r e o e i v e r s h a d t o k e e p h u m m e r i n g a l l t b e w h i l e t o s e e u r e a p l a o e 
fo r s u p p l i e s , w h i c h f r o i u J i . l y u p t o O c t o b e r c a r a e f o r w a r d w i t h m u c h 
f r e e d o m . P r e c i s e l y h o w l o w a p o i i i t of v a l u a t i o u w a s t o u c h e d wi l l p i o b -
a b l y o e v e r b e p u b l i c l y k u o w n . Q u o t a t i o n s w e r e r a r e l y i n a d e l ie low $ii 
f o r a b a s e a n d t h e o c e a l o n g u p f o r t h e v a r i o u s s izes a c c o r d i u g t o u a t u n i l 
r e l a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e , Dut t h e r e is r e a s o n t o beU eve tha' , . soi i ie r e m a i k a b l y 
g o u d b a r g a i n s w e r e s e c u r e d u p o n n h i c h s e l l e r s w o r e n a t u r a l l y r e t i c e n t a i . d 
h u y e r s t u u n d n o o c c a s i o n Co a d v e r t i s e t b e i r s u c c e s s . O n e t h i n g is c e r t a i u , 
a g r e a t m a u y of t b e l a r g e s t a u d s h r e w d e s t d e d l e r s h a v o s i m p l y t a k e u t h e 
s t o c k b r u u g h t t o t h e i r d o o r , a s i t w e r e , o n p r a o t i c a l l y t h e i r o w n t e r i n s a n d 
p i l ed i t a w a j a g a i n s t f u i u r e w a n t s , c o n - i d e r i n g i t a u a b s o l u t e l y s a f e i n v e s i -
n i e n t , a n d i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t raany o t t h e y u r d s , o w i u g t o t h e l i g h t 
c o u n t e r d i s t r i b u t i o n , u e v e r c a m e i n t o w i n t e r w i t h suc l i a h e a v y a c c u m u l a -
tiOD o n h a n d . O l h e r s w o u l d h a v e d o n e t b e s a m e , b u t i n a q u i e t w a y t h e r e . 
h a s b e e n a g r e a t d e a l of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e s e l e c t i o n o l . c u s t o m e r s , a s • 
r eOe ive r s d i d n o t c a r e t o sell t h e i r g o o d s a t a r e m a r k a b l y l o w figure, a i i d - ' 
a l s o a d d t o t b e r i sk o t t a i l i u g t « o h t a i n p r o m p t s e t t l e m e n t s . A s w e h a v e 
a l r e a d y n o t e d m a n u f a c t u r e r s b a v e b e e n g r u m b l i n g , t h r e a ' p n i n g a n d c o a » -
i n g t h e n i a r k e t b y t i i r n s al l t h e sea.son, a n d vvhile a g r e a t d e a l of t h a t is 
u s u a l l y e x p e c t e d a s a n i a t t e r of c o u r s e t h e y u r q u e s t i o n a b l y h a d m i c h 
n i o r e t h a n o r d i n a r y j u s l i f i e a t i o n , a s t h e a d v e r s o c o u i l i t i o n s h e r e wei-s 
ha i -d ly n e u t r a l i z e d bv p l e n t i f u l a n d l o w - e o s t f r e i g h t r u o m , a v e r y g o c d 
E a s t e r u t r a t e a n d o c c a s i o n a l e h a n c e s o u f o r e i g n a c c o n n t . L a t e a d v i c e s 
f r o i n p r i m a r y p o i i . t s , h o w e v e r , a r e a liLlle m o r e o h e e r f u l . T h e w a t e r 
raills, w h e u t h e y c losed d o w n , w e r e c l e a u l y so ld o n t o f s t o c k , a n d t h e s t e a m 
ui i i i s a r e i n possess ion o t s o m e v e r y g o o d o r d e i s, f o r e i g n a n d d o m o s t i c , t h a t 
a r e l ike ly t o k e e p t h e n i g o i n g r i g h t a U n g if t h e j c a n o b t a i n logs . D u r i i i g , 
t h e raiddle of N o v e i i i b e r n i a n y of t l i e s t r e a r a s w e r e so l o w a s t o b e s l r a o s t 
f o r d a b l e , s n d w h i l e u r t í U c i a l m e t h o i i s a n d s o m e r a i u s e n a l i k d t h o r u i u i i n g 
of logs i u t n s a f e w i n t e r q u a r t e r s i t is d o n l i l f u l i t m a n y u£ t h e i u wi l l b e 
a v a i l a b l e fo r s a w i n g b e t u r e s p i i n g . P u r t b e r m o r e , I h e .Va ine l u m h e n n e u 
feel a g r e a t d e a l o t i r d e p e n d e u c e c o u s e q u e c t up. 'U t h e g r u w i n e d e m a u i l 
fo r spi u c e t r o i n l l ie p u l p m i l l s , a n d w h i l a a r e c e n t s t i t e m e n t , c r e d i t e d t o a 
l a r g e o p e r a t o r . t o t h e e f t e c t t h a t ' f o r t h e n e x c te i i y e a r s t h e b u l k of t h e 
s p r u c e t i m b e r iii M a i n e wi l l b e m a d e i n t o p u l p , ' is n o d o u b t a u e x a g g e i a -
t i o n , i t i s a n e v i d e n c e of t h e f e e l i n g r e g a r d i n g t h i s n o w e x h a u s t . T a k e u 
gene i - a l ly t h o o u t l o o k f r o m p r e s e u t s t a u i l p u i u t s e e m s firmer o u p r i u ' a l 
raarkets, a n d u u l e s s t h e r e is g r e a t raisoalculilion p r o m i s e s wel l f o r l oca l 
c o n s u m p t i o n , a n d i t lool s v e r y m u c h a s th i i i i gh a s t o c k o t s p r u c e l a i d in a t 
l a - i s e a s o n ' s c o s t w a s a m i g h t y goi id t b i i i g t u h a v e in y a r d . W o r k i u t h e 
w o o d s is p r o g r e s s i n g a n d t b e u s u a l c l a i m i n a d e t h a t t h e c u t is t o b e s o r a e - j 
w h a t le.ss, b u t i t ia q u i t e p r o b a b l e t h a t e a c h b g g e r w i l l l e t n i s u e i g h b o r d o 1 
t h e r e t r e n c h r a e n t a i i d p u t iii a n a v e r a g e c u t h imse l f . D u r i n g t l ie y e a r t h a l 
r e c e i v e r s o r c o m m i s s i o n d e a l e r s i n s p r u c e j o i n e d t h e L u m b e r T r a d e A S S O C Í B - I 
t i u n in a b o d y , w i t h t h e u n d e r s t a n d i u g t h a t t b o y w e r o t o sel i t o n o n e hul; | 
m e m b e r s iu g o o d s t a u d i n g , a o d i u r e t u r u t h e y w e r e t p b a v e t h e c x c ' u s i v e 1 
t r a d e of t h e r e t a i l e r s u p o n t h e s a m o u n d e r s t a n d i n g . l u A p r i l t h e r e t a i l 1 
d e a l e r s e n t e r e d i n t o a u a g r e e m e u t t o r s c h e d u l e of y a r d p r i c e s a s f c l l o w s : 
A l l t i m b e r M iDches a n d UDder w i d e , '£i teeC a u d u u d e r lODg, u o t less t h a i i 
í l S p e r . V t . AII t i n i b e r tl i n c h e s a n d u n d e r w i d e , 24 fee t a n d o v e r l o n g , I 
n o t less t h a n $2(i p e r M. A l l t i m b e r 10 iDches a u d u p w i d e , a l l l e n g t h s n n d 
a l l . ' íqnare t i i n l i e r iiO p e r M. N o d i s c u u u t o t h e r t h a u i i sua l e a s h d i s c o u u t 
t o b e a l l o w e d . I t w a s u n d e r s t o o d t h a t a l l t i i u b e r u s e d fo r s h i p p i n g p u r -
po5es o r t o be u s e d o u t s i d e of N t w Y o r k , K i u s o r H i i d s o n C o u n t i e s d i d 
i io t coi i ie i i n d e r t h e a g ' - e e r a e n t . S o f a r a s k n o w u t h a c s c b e d u l e h a s u o t 
t ieen d e p a r t e d t r o m d u n n g t h e s e a s o n a n d s t a b i l i t y w a s g i v e n t h e r e t a i l 
m a r k o t in o o n s e q u e n c e . I t is c a l c u l a t e d t h a t a u e w a g r e e i u e n t wi l l be 
e n t e r e d i n t o f o r i b e c o m i n g s e a s o n . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is a r e c o r d of s u p p l y of E a s t e r n .Sp ruce L i i r a b e r r e c e i v e d 
a t t h i s p o r t fo r t h e y e a r s n a i u e d : 

Maiue. 
91,000,(100 

108,0110,0(10 
107.200,000 
l'26,8Ull.000 
104,600.000 

Br. Provinces . 
r9,ooo,oiio 
57,OUU,0OO 
58,788,000 
6i 666,000 
62,492,000 

Tota l . 
170,000,000 

i65.onc.iioa 
l(>5,988,000 
I9ll.6.''.6.000 
167,092,000 

NORTHERN S P R U C E d i d n o t f i g u r e v e r y p ' i t e ' u i v o l v c n t l i is m a r k e t d u r i n g 
t h ã í ; r . . 'a 'er p o i t i . i u u£ i h e y e u r , l i a cause , in a d d i t i o n t o t h e m o r e o r l e s s d u l l 
c o n d i t i o n of t r a d s , t h e r e n e v e r w a s a n y g r e a t s u p p l y a v a i l a b l e . A l b a n y 
o p e n e i t h e s e a s o n w i t h a s m a l l s t o c k , t o w h i c b a d d i l i o n s w e r e m a d e iu a 
m o i j e r a t e i r r f g u l a r m a n n c r f i o m t i i i i e t o t i i p e , a n d w h i l e o u r loca l b u y e r s 
w e r e s t a n i i n g off o r t a k i n g o n l y o d d lo t s a s i m m e d i a t e n e c e s s i t y m i g h t 
s u g g e s t , o t h e r d e p e n d e u t c u s t o m , n o t a b l y f r o i n t h e E a s l w a r d , w u s m o k i n g 
a n o u t l e t t o r a b o u t t h e b u l k of t h e o f f e r i n g a n d k e e p i u g t h e p o s i t i o n a b o i i t 
s t e a d y . T o w a i d t h e c lose , h o w e v e r , a n d w h e u t h a s h a d o w o t i b e c o m i n g 
w i n t e r , w i t h i t s u s n a l e m b a r g o n p o n c a n a l n a v i g a t i o n c o m m e n c e d l o b e 
s e e n , b u j e r s s u d d e n l j w o k e u p t o d i ' - cove r t b a t l o w s t r e a m s h n d h u n g u p 
l o e s , a n d f o r w h a t r e m a i n e d of c u t s p r u c e t h e d e m a n d w o u l d h a v e t o 
l i u r r j a n d c o m p e t e . I t d i d so , a n d n o t o n l j w o u u d t h e s e a s o n u p s t r o u g , 
b u t l e t t a s m a l l a r a c c u m u l a t i o n u p o n t h e A l b a n y n i a r k e t t b a u k n o w n be fo re 
a t c o r r e . ' ' p o u d i u g p e r i o d i a t en y e a r s . T h e c u t t h i ^ w i n t e r wi l l be a s fu l l 
a s t h e w e a t b e r u i a y p e r m i t . 

H E M L O C K a t t h e c lose o t l.ast y e a r w a s c o u s i d e r e d i n a m o r e o r less p r o m -
i s i n g p o s i t i o n , b u t i t h a s t a i l e d t o m e e t e x p e c t a t i o n s , a u d f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
pe r io i i t h e m a r k e t w a s i n a v e r y s l o w , s t u p i d s o r t of c o n d i t i o n . P r i c e s 
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were modified on nearly every grade as compared with the previ'^us season 
and all the courtesies jiossiblo ext-nded to buyers, b i t they could not for 
a vvhíie be attracteil beyonJ an o rd in i ry sort of t r a l e call, aud had it i ot 
bccn for a certaiu ineasure o£ uudars taadiug amoug manutac tu re r s coudi-
tious wou'.il iu all piobabi l i ty have shown eveu grea ter heaviness. As it 
w.as quotations d i i r iu í the greater portiou of the seasou were to a large 
extent no-niual. as quiot rato cut t iug was almost an absolute ueccssity m 
many cascs before uogotiations could be perfected beyondtDie line of imine-
diate wants of buyers. îSo far as the local s i tua t i iu is coacerued the indif-
feient na tu re of the demand cau be explaiaed upon the same general influ-
enco t h a t kept i rade slow for all other kinds of lumber, while agents fouud 
t l i - i r outside t rade curtail . 'd i i some S'Ctious by an apparent teeUng ot 
cautiou. and iii others t l i iongh tbo cffects o£ a grea t deal of coirse 
Canadiau stuff act ing as a .Urect competitor for p o t i o u s o£ the t rade. 
After a while, bowever, buycrs a t the Las tward and to some extent here 
comaiencedto vvake ui) to the fact o t theoi jpor tun i ty for invosting in cheap 
heinloek, and from tha t t ime forward the demaud vvas good, wi th auother 
littlo additional sjiurt secui'cd dur iug la t tcr part o£ November and through 
Deceiuber by an iucioased oall from this State , eveu embraciug much of 
the distr ict whoro thc Cauadian product hail beon seriously in t ruding. AU 
this movement . howovor, na s b-timul-ated witliout the aid of auy irarae-
d i a e ci 'nsuming domand and s o m c d to be a cousiderable case oi ho ders 
anxious to t u ru their lumber into fuuds aud buyers with the cash to help 
them obtaiuiug a g ioa t m i n y bargaiiis. Possibly the simple quiotness of 
t rade alone might h'ive been withstood somevvhat more flrmly, bu t Penu-
sylvauia manuiac ture rs wi th pleuty o£ logs ou hand kept the saws buzzing 
without iutormission aiid made a phenomeni l productiou, est imated to 
have reaohed 1,0U0, 00,0011 l'eet about th'i Ist of October last, wi th an 
approximatiou to liOÛ OOO.O'iO feet reniaiuing on Uaiid a t t h a t date. This 
aecuiuulation has siiice been reJuced soraowhat by tho iucrease ot dis-
tr ibut ions already reterred to aud acur ta i lment of cut , a great iiiany o£ the 
smaller mills having shut dowii, and it is believed a nuuiber ot thera for 
gcoíi. probably euough to mako a balance agaiust new ones erected dur ing 
the seaso 1, and uot lîaviug cxperienceil the misfoitunes of the marke t will, 
of coiirse, go i t oope ra t i u i . Pur thormore , there is a distiuct and posiiive 
effort uuder way to rogulate atfaU's upon a more substautial basis. A 

Sreliminary m ctin;.; Ô£ maiiufactU'ers was hold a t Bradfoi-d, Pa. , in 
dvember , which failoJ iu roachiiig auy definite plan a t t h a t tiino owing 

to the abscnco o£ some ot the leading oper i to r s ; bu t a t auother coufereuce 
to be íield dur iug the flist monihs of the yoar a fuU representatiou is 
expocted, and thore .soeius lo be s inguiue expeotatious tha t plans wiU hc 
perfected t h a t vvill br ing prodiiction down to thoabsorbing capacity of the 
n iarket a (i ujioti a payin.; basis by tho timo spriug trailo I'aii-ly oj ieui 
There was cousidorablo talk of damago doiie iii tho henilook furosts ot 
Pennsylvania (luriug the jiast seasou by au iusect jiost genoi'ally supposed 
to ba the Larch saw-fly vvorm; bu t not much has been Iieard upuu tho 
subject o£ 1 ite, aud tlie extcnt o£ the iujury doos not appe i r to be kuowu. 
Ner the ra heiulock has been s c r c e all the seison, bu t oiit-buyers did uot 
seem to approci i te the f i c t iintU tuw.iid tho closo, wheu oi a t t empt to 
obtain sup.jlios i'cvealod the difflcultiiw in the vvay o£ gra t i fy i i i í desiros 
a n l created a coiupi'titivo demand tha t ni'atoriilly stren^theuod tho m ir-
ket "nd uearly clcaned oul the accumul i t ion . The A l b i n y markot .wound 
up witíi tiie smallest stoc< ou hand kuovvn iu ye .rs. The Sta te cut Ô£ logs, 
i t is b3lieved, will ba as full as the vveather will periuit . The Pennsyl-
vauia c it of lo.;s is iiucei'tain, but a smaUer niimber wiU be carried over 
t h j n usual. Bark has sold well aU the season. 

W H I T E P I N E , while subject to the general influeuces t h a t have prevailed 
throughout the entiro markot, has, as comparod with the previous year, 
gaiued a somewhat bettor rolative positiou. During the fore p a i t of the 
seasou buyors wero iiot particiilarly demonstrat ive, aud after uavigat ion 
opaued the Cauadiau productiou bought last year on the change o£ tariff 
commenceJ to couie forwaril with much freedom, and while a grea t deal ot 
i t was uudor coulract to dealers or luauut 'acturcrs, such as came £'or a 
marke t s t ruck an uuior tuna to period, iuc ludiugthe labor t rouble spell, and 
was (Ufflcult to place. The stuff was largcly box aud kindred gratîes to be 
sure, bu t the shadow ot (luantity was cas tover theen t i r e offering, and both 
locaí ageuts and travclers found theraselves constantly mct by the nece.ssity 
for some modilieatiou ou the value lino bofore thoy could proceed with and 
close ueg itiatioiis. I t was, hovvever, uoticeable tha t a grea t maiiy of the 
larj;e^t and shrowdest dealers aud certain classes of mauufac turers were 
quietly scoojiiug iii aiid absorbiug the desirable parcels as thoy became 
avaUaDlo aud could be roached without exciting suspicion, anii iu tha t 
way quite au auiuunt o£ flrst-class stock was secureJ. The gonoral low 
vaUie Une, however, had a tendeucy to somewhat curtai l offerings l'rom the 
•West, the cluse exhaustion of siippUes in the Ottovva district was followed 
by an e.'ctonsivc aud pi'oti'aoted labor strike a t miUs shutt ing off pro'Iuotion, 
and when custoiu tha t had held out diiring the sprin^, summor aud early 
t'aU, ou the coafidoiit beliof t h a t i t was " t ime enough, commeuced to look 
u p stock they discovered there was really very little availabie. Tha t led 
to compstit ion aud soou lii'ted the value íine into a bet ter and firmer posi-
tion i'or all the fiuor grades a t least, thou^h the whole inarket was to a 
cer ta u oxteut benofitod. Fiue to choice uppers aud select were especiaUy 
rocoverod iii tono and while a few hundred thousand teet wiU make a 
supply £or almost any yard, it so happeuod tha t a grea t uumbor of dealers 
were simultaiioously otit o£ stock, nutl t ha t of course aided mat te rs some-
whai;. I t is, howover, a class of goods t h a t no one hesitates to invest in 
wheu any ordinary necessity for so doing exists as there is little chauce of 
over-proJuct i iu , and for certain kinds o£ work to vvhich uppors a i e pecu-
liarly adapted the fiill cost doos not make much difference. Later in the 
seasou there vvasalso quite a flurry of demaud for ton-inch boards aud they 
also took a firiiier posilion owing to scautiness of offoring aud vory pro-
nounced indication tha t few impor tan t additions could vvork through. 
StiU, eveutually, enough came to hand to satisfy pre t ty miich all anxious 
wa 'ts a t least, and dealers are holdiug a good geueral supply, bu t with much 
coufidence. Although the experieuce o£ the past season has uot been very 
broad ic was, ne"erLbeIess, sumcieut to show tha t wbitepiue had ob ia ineua 
bet ter re l i t ive posttiou in tbe distr inut ive t rade, aud wi thout claiming 
t h a t it cau ever again take a loug lead, it is uevertheless uuque.stionably 
d rawing b i ck a great deal of cuslora tha t has for a few years been running 
on corapeiing woods. Ot e i p i r t g r a d e s t h e r e i s a very good suppij here, and 
a I j rge une ot box, the stocBs of soiue dealers and manufacturers being 
really im.nense. biit a t low enougb cost to make t h t m teel pertectly s i fe in 
carj ying, even allowiug for tho cnrapetition from olher kinds of lumber 
t l iat must be encouutereJ, and to which raany box-makers are willing to 
give tbeir orders. AII in all the whiie pine divisiou of the marke t so far 
as cau be judged from siipeificial iudications is in hodlthy coadiiiou a t 
the clo.se of a not very prosperous year , and well prepared to secure a 
fuU na tnra l share ot whatever iuiprovement may come di;riug the new 
season. There has off and on b e e n a verv good represeutaliou ot t ra»eling 
salesmen, but ihey did uot as a rule indulge in aoy serious forcing. the 
cbarac te r of ihe .narket and adisposi t ioo amoug bnvers to tavor resident 
agenis who had served ihera well act iog as a stay to the indulgence of any 
uudue s i ra iuiug of methods in order to p lace ' tock . The e í p o r t t rade has 
been quite i r regular , a t times dull, then prot t is ing, and finally toward the 
close of t h e v e a r quite diill agaln, so tba t the total outward raovement a t 
one period promising tn abouc equi l lost season really makes quite a falling 
off. A veiy considerablo r o r t i j u of the stock handled h^s been of the low 
coarse grailes ou West Íad ia and Braziliau orders, the fiaer qiialilies 
remainiiig uuder neglect, oising to the abseuce of buying abi l i 'y ou Ihs 
River Plate ma ika t , from whence the principal custom is ordinar i ly 
obtaraed. Owiiers ot high c r ade sliippers, however, profess more or less 
coutidence in tbeir stocks, and express au opiuion iha t wben t rade is 
re&utned the wants of buyers wiU be so íuU and anxious as to quickly eat 

into acciimulation and pissibly give the value line q'i i te an eTtensive lift 
toward a romiinerativo level. Down to the present wrilÍDg work in the 
woods has beao soraewhat re tarded for waa t of sujw, but the loggors were 
genarally hopeful. 

Y E L L O W PiNE injiointof moveraen thashe ld l t sowo with all other woods, 
indeed possibly ran ahead somswhat, as there is unquestionably a gradu-
ally widenin: ' a rea of consumption for this class of stock. That,' however, 
is about all tho good t h a t can be recorded for the local marke t dur ing the 
greater portion o£ the year under review, as the range o£ valuation was 
seriously depressed by cunstant oompetitiou aiuoug sellers, some o£ it most 
severe in charac ter and finally roaching a point as to hecome suicidal. 
There did not appear to be anyth iug in the way o£ b i t t emeis of feeling 
among operators, bu t simply a (leterminatiou tosecuro t rade a t aU hazard, 
and tbe cut t ing and slashing ou rates was carried to a remarkable extent , 
surprising even buyers themselves. If there was any spocial coutract to be 
giveu out all hauds made a ra id tor i t promptly, and first one then the 
other would paro off the price until.'ic. aud even 2'.>c. per M finally brought 
cost dowu to a cliuching point, and so low the wouder was how it c a m e t o 
be accopted a t all. P re t ty much the same course of action could be fonnd 
on ordinary t r ade doals whonever buyers vvore well enoiiiíh posled to m ike 
capital out of the propensity of the selling sidc, and altogether the marke t 
fell into a badly demoraUzed coudition and so remained for months without 
an appareu t ray of hope. Foreseeing wha t was coraing, however, as well 
as tho nece ssity for some more horoic measure for reraody thau the 
oriUuary form of combiuatiou lead ingopera torswentqu ie t ly b n t e a nestly 
a t work, aud dur iug tho fall their efforts culmiuated iu the lormation o a 
t rus t or corrioratiou o£ all tbe firms in this district wh . simply turiied their 
eut i re plauts iuto the general pool, takiug stook certiBcatos thoref.ir a t an 
appraiseil valuation, makiug oue big company to which all retail t i ade 
must dr i t t . Ou the faoe of it there seeraod every appearance o£ a positive 
monopoly, a'id so it was to a certaiu exteut , against which a cousidorable 
amount of iiiore or less harsh criticism was directed on goueral priuciples. 
As giveu out in the prospectus of the corporatiou, howevjr , there was a 
positive disclaimor of any iutentiou to take advantage ot the concentrated 
power to squeeze the cousumer, bu t the calculations for suctæss 
and profit lay iu the ability to reduc i expenses material ly by the 
system of corpiiraliou proposed. As there has been no sign ot an 
a t t empt to raise the cost except where uureasonable cuts had bêen T'ade, 
and the officers and mombcrs o£ tiie combine rei terate their s tatements ia 
regard to i.itendcd methods, they »i'e fairly entitled to a thorr ugh t r ia i 
before passiug pronounced opinions, epocia l ly as sirce the formation of 
the compan v i t has beeu employed in perfoct i rg details and get t ing in 
workicg oriler. Really, therefore, the businessof the iucoming seasou wlll 
bo tíie ouo t h a t inust applv tho test to this iiinovatiou in c a r r j i n g ou the 
lumbor bus'uoss, aud from the staudiug niid general abi l i 'y of Ihe gentle-
men vvho are mainly concerned in the scheme it is a reasouable expectation 
tha t if thero bo any meri t in it a t all they vviU tínd it, aud accordiug to 
promiso briug about an equit ible ad.iustmeut of beuefit between producer 
and c o n u m e r , for upon jus t saich a losult perraauent success in a grea t 
m;a su i e depeuds. The steady growth in poi.ularity of yellovv pine is 
unquc tioned an . | i t specuUar a.lap:abili ty to certaiu classesof work makes 
i t simply a priino iioc ssity For heavy warehouses, factories and dockage 
nothiug but itiability to obtain a supply would n o w p r e v c i t its use. i t is 
much moi'o c imiuouly emplnyed iu the ereclion of entire s t ructures for 
pr ivate and public purposes, and the rai lway compauies are steady c n-
sumers, with a large increase iu the demand dur ing the past two or three 
months cousequeut upon the shortage of cars and the prcssure for imme-
diate bu i ld in í ot addi ' ional supplies. A num'oer ot cxtousivc oper . t ions 
are uow planned vvhich vviil cousume a groat deal of yellow pmo iucluding 
the undergrouud railroad scheme likely to want a large amount for shor-
ing, aU'l this marke t wiU be the n i tural centre to perfect coutracts. In 
this cojnectiuu it may be noted tha t the local combiuatiou o£ yellow pine 
dealersassuraes no coutrol over special co trai ' ts for big jobs, so iha t in 
reali tv we havo quite au opeu marke t as ever in a na tu ' al vvholesale way, 
and a chance fur all legitiaiate couipeiition. As a vvhole the s tuat icn at 
the end o£ the year is of a proiuising character , and wo veuture tn preiUct 
a m u c h healthier and more remunorat ive seasou dur iug the next twelve 
moutlis. According t > advices coming to hand from varioussouicos a n d i n 
ccufirmatory sh .pe there is hardly a doubt tha t a t prel ty luuch all pr imal 
poiute it has been an unprofi tableauddisagreeable year. Much disappoint-
meut was experienced over the e x p i r t t rade , tiiere was au abseuce of 
proper oalculatiou and adjustmcut to the more caut i ius hom^ demand and 
maiiufacturers have become the -victiras of uver-productíou tíome have 
shut duwn voluntar i ly , otUers have waitetl unti l compel.ed to 
clo-e by financial disaster, and ciusiderable miU property must 
for a t ime prove uuprufitable. The eviis encouatoreii, however, 
have opened the eyes ot those most deeply iuterostod to absolute 
uecessity for applyi g the proper rem?dy ia the shape o£ a more 
judicious output . The lumuer orgauizations are becomiug valuable 
ageucies through which to atoain the desired eud. Tnay bring couflictiug 
iucerests in topoasul ta t iou, mollify aatagoais t ic eloiuents iu tue bu^iness, 
harmonize methods and destroy useless, toolish competition to the benetít 
of the producers wichout deir i 'nout to che consumer. The gist of the 
wbole ma t t e r seems to be tha t yoUow piue has becoiue so geaerally papular 
t h a t maaufac turers have presuined a lictle on tha t fact, and show the 
good sense to endeavor to prufit by the lesson. The local deals p e r t e c e d 
onfore ignaccoua t h i v e held about au ordiuary average proportion to tbe 
general e spor t raovement. Some odd parcels were taken from stock here 
ou special call, but as usual most of the busioess was iu contracts f. o. b. 
a t SoutherD ports. These were divided between Europe, the West Indies 
and South America, and have generally been consummated u p j n a com-
parat ively easy basis of cost. Tue .South Americau t r ad" was relatively 
the smallest and least satisfactnry, owiug to political and financíal troubles 
in m a n y ot the States, buc hopus are entertained of an im iroveraenc d u r m g 
tbe ccming year with both the River PlaCe aud the WesC Cuast. Laie 
advices from Englaud have also been somewhat promisiug. 

The record of receipts fro n the Soulh geiierally accepted for reference 
a re those made by the Marilime E change, but chey are of liitle real value, 
in view of everything beiag huncued m one grand total t iom mouth to 
month, a n d i t is therefore diffieulc to know exactly h :w niuch of tbe stock 
reported is the North Caroliua piu'i produccion, aad how much the Pitch 
Pine of the more Souihern belt. We, hoseve r , give the iisual c jmpî r i son 
for several years, aud altogether it m ikes a big item in our list of receipts. 

Tbe receipts of Luraber frora the Southern coast repor teJ a t this port for 
a series of years are as follows ; 

Feet. Year. Vet. 
1882 141.372,000 
l88i 136,970,000 
18&4 103,578,OuO 

Y e a r . 
18"5 128,75-?,0001 
1880 165.0-I7,.I00 I 
1887 2-20,6.'2,O,l0 I 
1888 219,6-22,000 I 

Y e a r . Fee t . 
1880 23!,197.000 
189J 273,191,000 
18ill 2j6.8ti-2,000 

Receipts of Cedar reported from Southern ports as follows : 

Peet. 
612.987 
624.70) 
558.845 
832.754 
69-2,197 

1 8 8 2 . . . . . . 
1883 
1884 
1886 
18S6 

L O E S . 

. . . . 15.121 

. . . . 20,545 

. . . 8,83J 

. . . . 13.103 
. . . 18,986 

Feet. 
661.Í100 

2,031.000 
1.7-29,500 
1,111.316 
1,090,710 

Cftses. 
7,0118 
7,757 

1-2,766 
11.VI3 
13,8.'0 

Lo,:;s. 
1887 17,.522 
188Í 18.-298 
18J9 26.120 
1800 20,760 
18J1 18,368 

Cases. 
19,'281 
16,915 
20,808 
15,533 
12,9<0 

C A R O L I N A P I N E t imbar dur ing the past season has practioally had no 
cusrom a t all in ibis locality, and the results tborou'^hly demonstrate a 
position most of the t rade have always taken in r eg j rd to this product. If 
típruce or other s tandard woods a r e Bcorce and high, Ihen tbe CaroUna 
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pine timber caa be ruu in as a substitute where cheapness is a prime neces-
sity, but it has cut uo fi»ure during the year just closing in view of the 
very low ruling cost on all dpscriptions of stock in place of which it would 
naturaUy be used. Forkiln-dried stock, however, both roiigh aud dressed, 
the case is different. It not ouly has a thoroughly and extensively estab-
lished position here, but a broad outlet in other directions, retainmg, 
apparently, all the favor of those who have used it in former years and to 
sorae exteut broadening the area of consumÍDg possibilities. As compared 
with 1890 the quantity placed in this city, and for that matter within the 
area ot the Metropolitaa district, has uudoubtodly been smaller because of 
the comraon shriukage of trade and the fact that supplies are within 
comparatively easy reach, and stccks can be replaeed without much diffi-
culty or delay, but f rom outside districts the volume of deraaud indicated 
no loss, with a few sectious making a little gain it anything. This last 
outlet has taken a cuns derable percentage against the cobsuming wantsat 
time of purcbase, and has duriug the fall and winter laid away quite a 
bunch of stook as a provision against the time wheu transportation facili-
ties should become reduced and costly. All through tbe season the offer-
ings have been ample for the requirements of the market, and indeed at 
times a little too much so, with the natural sequence to be found in a weak 
uudertone, with hints now and then of some rather deep cutting on rates. 
None of tbe larger concerus were accused ot the practice nor, was there 
anything tbat could be called angry or bitter competition, but theie 
apjpeared to be quite a number of the smallir miUs in a position where 
prompt reali^iug on the productioo was cousiderable of a necessitv, and 
when tbat influence became irresistible the natural result was exhibited in 
a pushiug down of the liue of values. The shadiug was of an irregular 
natureand generally gauíred tosuit ihe immediatedeals in hand aad there-
fore all the more annoying, with continued grumblingfrom selIersunwiU-
ing to give way aud from buytrs tailiug to secure a concession. Finally, 
after mauy tbreats and proniises in regard to iutended action, mauufac-
turers came togelher, re-arraLged aud iu sonie instances advauced prices, 
and also made arrangements in regard to the output, the result of which 
is there has sii ce beeu a more uniform market, and the year winds up with 
a healthy toneaud good reason to expect that the busine.ss will participate 
to fuU natural extenc in auj general improvement during the coming 
spring. Very littlc has beeu hoard iu the way of complamt over quality 
and tbe probabilities are that mauufacturers take greater pains generally 
iu handliDg tbeir product, primarilv in the production and afterward in 
the proper seUction aud delívery. accordiug to terms of agreement. Ooe 
thing is noticeable iu the tact tbat many operators who only afew yeais 
ago were dtriding Carolina piue as nesc to an unsalable article now not 
only treat it vvith all the respect due a thoroughly standard wood, but are 
hardling it themselves as regular stock. 

HAKDWOODS have had a slow season throughout and in some respects 
many oporators tbink trade condilions bave been of a more uusatisfactory 
charaolor tban upon any otberdivi-ion of tho lumber market. During the 
firstsixty or nioety dajs of the year distribution was very good and a fair 
number ot orders went to bouk for dolivery later on, but iu early spring 
buyerscommeuced to show greater moderation iu their methods, and wheu 
the ccntest with the walking delegates set in it seemed to paraljze trade 
entirelj, and no reallj full recovery was secured down to the present 
writiDg. The shriiikage ia demaud for house trim is readily enough 
explained through the caution prevailing regarding new projects and the 
fact that cousumers vvere euabled to satisfy carrent wants from the con-
tracts alreadv alluded to as having been inade at the outset; but the deficit 
in demand from turniture manutacturers and kindred liaes ot custora cnn 
only be accounted for on the general theory of cUcumspect methods induc-
ing lessened production and a closer working to the wants of the m. raent. 
Furthermore, a great many manufacturers of all kinds of stock are yearly 
getting au increased supply direct from primal sources, and tbis has an 
influeuce upon the local distribution trade likely to appear somewhat more 
prominently when general busiuess is duU. VVithin tbe past month or so 
evidences of a probable beltcr trade during the New Year have been 
increasing and most dealers are willing to accept the evideuccs as conclu-
sive, but in some instances there is an luclination to restrain tendencies 
toward specially sanguine feelings The check is due to more or less appre-
hensiou regariUng the labor question, sorae mauufactuiers and especially 
those making a specialty of huuse trim already having received au intima-
tion that their mcn are preparing to make demands, vvbich may lead to a 
strike or lockout. It is to be hoped the daoger is exaggerated. In the tace 
of the coroparatively poor distribution made, however, there has all in all 
been a very good busiuess done io bulk lots of stock. AII the leading 
descriptions ot hardwoods are ot such thoroughly staple character that any 
desirable selections obtained at a reasnnable plane of valuation are likely 
to becorae good property sooner or later, and finding both the attractive 
conditious meutioned within their reach this season, numerous dealers who 
had the piUng facilities aud the financial ability have been accuraulating a 
reasonalily full supply. The process was slow anti on the surface there 
havebeeu no marked variationsin tberangeof quotcdprices, but t iere are 
more wajsthau oue to reduce cost to tbe buyer who has ready cash orgilt-
edge paper, ant some very good bargains were no doubt secured. The 
resident local agents and well-known traveling salesmen probably secured 
most ot thetrade. skiimishers whocan give uo guaranteoastoquality to be 
delivered, findmg little favor on a market of iudifferent demaui. 

'The export luovement has been somewhat variable, and not quite so 
Uberal with some classes of wcod as last year. To a certain extenC that was 
due to the stupidity or carelessness of a great many operators who seeraed 
to think anything would país on the other side, aud they have tried it 
to their cost. The fi.reigu markets were not always propitious, eveu íur 
desirable goods, and when aii attempt was raade to foist inferior stuff upon 
them. it was confi outed by a prompt and etfective cut down o£ price. lliat, 
however, coDcerns only those who have persisted in makiug shipments 
against repeat-d wainiugs frora journals on both sides of the water, while 
those who have first takeo iiains to learn exactly what was wanted abruad 
and than adhercd to the line suggested by the information, secured a very 
good trado, aud have posililv made soine mouey. In additiou to business 
done hero. the esport trade on through shipmonts is steadily increasing, 
and some firras in the iuterior annually book large orders for special cuts 
to be delivered f. o. b. cars at or uear the points of iiroduction. Of the 
domesticproductîon, the largest proportion is of walnut, for which the 
Gerraan and French markets have been making an increased call duriug 
the year, but there was cousiderable walnut also sent to United Kingdom, 
aud a pretty good bunch of oak has gone forward. Poplar, ash, hickory 
and elm have also found favor in the roiigh aud there is quite a propor-
tion of stuff taken, partially or wholly manufactured. Locally, we get a 
chance at fancy vvoods also, aud choice mahogany logs aud crotches, with 
considcrable laocewood, lignuui vit.oî aud boxwocd figure in the esports. 
Regarding tbe output of doraestic woods, the present indications are some-
what doubtf ul, but there is an impression that with the poorish trade of 
last season and increased difficulty in roaching túuber, vv ith each successive 
year tbere will be a tendency to curtail. 

As all bardwoorls have been sub.iected to the general influences already 
noted a detailed report is necessary ouly to a suificient exteut to complete 
the record. Oak has UDquestionalily remaiued as the leadmg grade, aod 
according to reports from both consumers and dealers seeras llkelv to hold 
front rank duriug the iucoraing season for house trira, tuniture. aud 
other work to which it is particularly adaptcd. At one time there was 
quite a pronounced effort to give plain sawed oak a little booni, and pos-
sibly it might have met with greater success during a more active season, 
but as it was the deal was not much, if anv, beyond the ordinary average 
proportions and for the usiial purposes. Quarter sawed has beon plenty, 
and while generally quoted at abouC old rates was nevertheless to bn had 
in bulk lots at more or less shading, according to abUity on the part of 

buyers in driving a good bargain. That bargains have been appreciated, 
however, is evident frura the steady accuraulation of supplies that has 
beeu taking place, and altogetber there is probably as good a stock in 
tha hands ot leading dealers as they have carried over into a new year in 
mauy a season. Something of the sarae cunditioos exist at primal poiuts, 
it is uuderstood, but between faith iu a fuU consumption to come and a 
rediiced productioo, owners are carryiog with much confidence. Poplar 
istho same old'poplar, its oppoueuts who deal iu competing woods reviliog 
the stock as over-estimated î'or its worth. and elaiiuiug a slow but sure 
shriuknge of cousuraption; je t thcre is no standard wood on the list to 
which more frequeut reference is made, and altogether a pr^ttj full quan-
t i t j has beeu handled during the year. To sraall dealers biiying b j tbe 
car lot from tirae to tiuie the cost has not varied. butopsrators wbo could 
negotiate proraptlj ou large parcels found no difficultj iu obtainiug some 
coroparativelj cheip lots, and toward the close have been tbinking exceed-
ingly well ot their nargains, owing to the increased vaiue o£ sueh grades 
o£ white pine as raight come directlj iu competitinn. Poplar, høwever, is 
reallj the best all-arouad wood in iise, and its adaptability to so many 
purposes gives It an independent sort o£ position. European custom has 
insisted strenuously upou tho best and most carefuUy selected stock. 

AsH sold moderately weU ou aU homo outlets, at times runuing up iuto 
qmte a little sho-wiug of auimation, aud fnr carefully graded stoek dealers 
have not hesitated to make a iilace whenever they could fînd anything 
attractive to store into it. A very fair quautity hãs alsn been exported, 
but ueither ou foreign or home orders has there been any place for iulerior 
stuff. Basswood has quiety managod to seoure quite a little market and 
some deilors arc pushiug it with much success for siich specialties as trunk 
and box making. Cherry has reiuained scarce thi'oughout so far as first-
class, attractive assortments were concenied and had a really good deraand, 
vvith buyers quite ready to pay fuU rates for considerably more stock than 
they were euable to reach. Birch, aud especiaUy red, has beuefited greatly 
byi,the scarcity and high cost of cherry, with an appaient iucrease o£ tra"^-
iug duriug the year. Cypress at one time was under considorable negkct 
and sume forci g raeasures ou the solling .scale seut prices lovv, but toward 
the eud o£ the season thore was partial recovery aud a firmer tone. Cotton-
wood has, i£ anythiug, made some gain in favor during the season and is 
spoken of in a very promistug maimer by both doalers aud cousumers. It 
seems tobe peculiarly adapted to certain kiuds o£ box-making and is saií 
to be displaoiug oth(?r woods. Elm has pickcd up cousideraljly also and 
hokl'^rs oE desirable s-tocks o£ this class o£ wood probably have a good 
invest'Jiont. Ciuiu, hickory, chostuut and raaplo have retaiiied about their 
uatural relative positions aud to some ext;?ut were on the export list. Syca-
more remaius iu fair favor but does not make qiUte the success as a trim 
that has been hoped for. WaUiut has not secured the increased atteution 
on home accouut thatseemed to be promisedat theclose o£ last year. There 
was considerable talk about it forawhile butnothiug in the way o£ import-
aut busiuess luaterialized, aud thoroseoais to be few good vvords said o£ the 
wooi lor gouoral cousuiiiptiou aud thoro is little doubt appareatly that 
vvaluut has Iiecome rolegated tu a back seat. Trade in faucy importeii 
woods rarely becomes suîjject to any decided fiucluatious and have in con-
sequeuce esoaped serious straiu through the effects o£ the dull seasoii. 
ludeed, there has altogether beeu a pretty good busiiness doing iu mahog-
auy, mauy people preferriug it positively above all other stook £or both 
furuiture aud trim aud consumers occasioually using it because it sounds a 
Uttle grand. It is, however, a vvood with all tho bost vvords that cau be said 
of itaud wiUcoutiuue popularso long as available on present comparatively 
easy terms aiid to the exteut aud variety furnished by our well-equipped 
\oca.\ establishmcnts. A reaUy large trade is done with iuteriôr custom, 
the West beiug a particularly large cousumer, with some talk ot working 
iudepeudeut uf this market. That accortUug to programme is to be accom-
plished by briuging Coiitral Americau aud Mexicau grovvth to Nevv Orleaus 
aud shippiug tho logs to Cíuciuuati, Chicago, e tc , aiid Nevv Orleaus opera-
tors aspire to do considerable sawing antl claim that thoir atmosphere is 
peculiarly adapted for open aU' dryiug. 

The followmg shows the value of Hardwoods exported from the port of 
New York diiriug the years named : 

Ash 
Cabiuet — 
Cedar 
Cberry 
Elm 
Hiekory. . . 
Maple 
Oak 
Foplar 
Walnut — 
O'rH'Wds. 

Total., 
Veneers 

Total.. 

18S6. 
843,-237 

10,066 
1-20,891 

6,193 
6,761 

24,887 
50,600 

201,984 
74,'20fi 

,060,051 
2,6B5 

. 1.101,431 
31,762 , 

. 1,13.3,193 

1837. 
$30,643 

10,971 
172,8:17 

10,188 
10,633 
30,162 
57,608 

246,869 
83,694 

669,722 
5,533 

1,2-28,545 
36,743 

1,265,288 

1888. 
830,554 

9,960 
123.365 

9,819 
12,123 
38,'273 
96,654 

150,'244 
45,851 

942,98« 
1,729 

1,461,5!)7 
56,744 

1,518,301 

1889. 
S32,9'20 

14,566 
26(1,429 

16,981 
15,426 
70,958 

1116,362 
284,71« 
106,828 
817,613 

5,129 

1.677,928 
31,891 

1.712,819 

1890. 
843,532 

17,:i42 
210,943 

14,452 
15,818 
41,956 
69,421 

'251,057 
1(J4,4I^6 
717,731 

4,100 

1,550,811 
6 , 9 J 5 

1,.557,76« 

1891. 
834,165 

8,943 
181,088 

9,270 
11,365 
49.561 
51,881 

25'2,976 
14 .766 
541739 

3 761 

1,290,885 
3,843 

n,294,2-28 

Impor ts aud exports of Foreign Woods reported th iough the Custom 
House a t New York dur ing the past four years : 

, Imports. , . Exports. . 
1888. 188«. 189'. 1891. 1888. 1881). 1890. 1891. 

Boxwjod $'28,265 $26.478 819,728 $19,1.10 $6,612 $2,809 $3,499 $1,631 
*Cab-:net 61,159 39,.5S7 37,1-26 37.885 
*Cedar -267,242 396.496 :i56,175 3S4,I:M , 
Cocob la 11,852 15.162 44,-234 '2:1.488 . . . . 5,'220 160 50 
Ebony :i4,76S 1(),054 31,1-25 26,716 5,477 5,430 14,437 1,936 
Laucewood. .. 1.5,195 .5,000 11,469 21,ll. 5 62,093 21,814 18,622 31,671 
Uguuiil Vitæ. 17,708 27,321 81,272 8'i,386 6,687 25,801 26,036 2.i,'266 
Mahoghany... 397,'291 :i31,4"2 639,299 600,697 63,830 87,466 l'2,ilOI 13,502 
Kosevvood ., 81.625 13.2S7 44,861 64,139 . . . . . . . 167 
Satinwood.... 8,367 1,784 7,'252 i9,84í 4,U16 10,478 2,340 6.681 
*VFaIuut 02,120 77,198 40,946 51,118 
Various 25,741 35,802 85.471 27,i:l7 428 4,692 . . 480 

Total.... $901,:i23 1,021,631 1,:151,'258 1,84H.75:3 $148,643 11.3,710 78.162 79,119 

* AU exi>orts nf Certai', Wainut, Cabinet and Oak, bave been placed iinder 'he 
regular exports of harílivood lumher, e t c , as the bulk, if not all, are withoiit 
doubt of domestic grovvth. 

SHINGLES have encountered another poor sort of year aiid there has at 
times during the seasou beeu a great deal uf grumbliug. Actual consump-
tion withiii tho Metropolitan district propcr araouiits to nothing at aU, but 
sales for distrii.utiou thiough agenciesiu thiscity are quite liberal. Taking 
the ruii o£ Enstoru iiiaflo stock, spruce, codar aud pino, it has fouuda some-
what erratic demaiid aud raroiy oue o£ any great force, even some exceed-
ingly low rates at oue time prevailin^ failing as an attractiou to buyers. 
Prices have lately piilled up a little, but a recovery is soasuuable and this 
year hardly up to tho average. Cedarmachinodressedstock fromVirginia 
have been vvell sustainod in price, the old stei'eotji>ed list reraaining intact 
and fouud, all in all, a verj good deraand, possibly EOt quite so fuU as the 
procediug seasou, biit satisfactoi'y to manufacturers aiid tboir agouts, They 
havo sold to all foniior l.jcalities, espocially aloiig tho boacli, though fiucUug 
some new iuterior custom. Cypress have again had uiimeruiis ups anil 
dowiis, biit tho latter were greater and more frequent, aud the conditions 
o£ the geuoral market reiiiam raore or loss im«atistactory. On the one haud 
all inquiry representiug actual cnnsumptlon has been somewhat curtailed 
thi'oiigh natural inUueuces already noted upon all class es of structural 
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1885,. 
1K8B.. 
1887 . 
1S88 . 

N u m b e r . 
. . 3,217,0011 
.. '2,347,700 
. . 1,>'90,IIUO 
.. 2,156,000 

Value . 
; le.S'^l 

111,639 
9,417 

1'2,-̂ 66 

1889.. . 
1890,. 
1891. . . 

Nun ibe r . 
. . '2,698,000 
.. 2,711,000 
.. 1,913.000 

Value. 
;$14,292 

16,040 
9,989 

material , and, on the other hand, was the legacy of immense stocks lett on 
haud a t the close of 189U, to which additions were coustantly beiug made. 
Under such circumstances the ouly way to secure an outlet vvas to force one, 
and t h a t policy proved for a t ime (^uite uuiversal, with some decidecUy low 
prices touchedí under the pressure. Exact ly wha t could have possessed 
mauufacturers to t u m out stock as they did after the experienco of the pre-
vioiis season is uot very clear, biit probably in par t due tosheer carelessuess 
geuerally, and an abseuce of proper co-oporatiou amoug the large numbor 
of miU owners who have o t l a t e commenced making cypress shiugles on the 
idea there was a fortune in them. On the first of J n i y there was reportetl 
for the New Orleans distr ict alone a stock of •271,(JU:i,0U , or n e a ' l y double 
the quantr ty a t same data in 1S90. and other looal.tíes are thouîíht to show 
the same relative proportions. Such showing ot accumulations and the 
receipt of account sales fiually had effect to rediice the pioductiou and 
shrink the shipments, factors upou which the tone ot the marke t improved 
somewhat toward the close of the year. Meanwhile thero has been 
absolutely no loss of populari ty for cypress shingles iu this locaUty, a t 
least, the suburban and seashore t rade want ing theiu in qiiite as fuU pro-
portion to the amouut o£ buildiug going on as evor, thougb of course the 
season inst closing has witnessoci a temporary falling olt iu the cousump-
tion. Exports have been very good, but hardly enough to atl'ord much 
reUef to the markot when i t most needed it. 

The exports of Shingles frora the port of New York for the years named 
were as follows: 

Number. Value. 
1882.... 4.167,6110 $-23,068 
1888.... 2.5iJl,800 1-̂ 072 
1884 3,778,700 17,049 

PlLING has worked so diametricaUy opposite to thc preceding season as 
t o probably fuUy ueuti'alb.o the advautagos then secured. Instead of the 
very scanty and costly traiisportatioii charges encouutered dur ing the 
greater portion o£ IS'JO the supply ot vessels dur ing the year jus t closed has 
been very l ibe ra land frequeiitly almost begging torcar^oes , w i t h a n i t u r a l 
sequence to be found in uuiisually low freignt rates. I'he temptat ion for 
a long whilo was irresisti ble, aiid dur iug a niimber of months the ar r iva ls 
wore uot ouly large, but a t timos pheuomenal iu the regu l - . rway aud 
raateriaUy augraontod by the safe ir^usportat ion of another iuuueusê raf t . 
Ag-iiiis-t theso supplios there was by no iiioaus a full compensating outlet. 
Dui ing the early portion o£ the year the demand seeined to be fairly iictive 
against some carried overwnrk aud new jobs s tar t i i ig; but by midsummer 
buyers bccame iudift'erent throtigh haviug provideil tor their wnnts, s n d 
there was quito a luU. Toward the close t ' ado revived agaiii somevvhat 
wi thout reaching positive anUiiation, but stiU there vvas a more hopeful 
feeUug, and the wmd up is iii iiettor t'orm, Uuder tiie conditious already 
noted a very low i'ou^e of value Iias prevailed for all rlescription-, and it 
wiU probably be a ong vvhile agaiu bcfore cousumers caii c b t i i n such 
advantageous ra tes ; indeed duriiig the p .st four or five woeks thero has 
been a noticeable s trengthening of toue oti large sticks, aud it is caloiilated 
the sraall sizes wUI bouefit ihrough reflooted iiUUieuce aud aidod by a 
bet ter consuin ingdemind. Thore is a big suiiply iu thebas ins ; .somo opora-
tors say it is as lireat as evor kuowu; b u l tlioy bavc au idoa tha t vvith the 
work al ready plauned out and tha t likoly to be addod a satist'actory oft'set-
t ing busiuess will be securod. Fur thoni iorc , froiu the uuiirupit.ous ch^r-
acter oi th^ season's doal and tlie expres-eil txxnpcr o£ producors there is 
an impressiou t h a t shipm>'uts will bc iiinde with a greater aiiiount o£ cir-
cumspection, I t is quite l ikolj 'rafting will again bo triod. and iu this con-
nectioii i tm.ay be woll tu coiiiploto tho rocord ot' tho year by agaiu s tat ing 
t h a t a speciaUy appoiutod iuvostigatiiig committoo n£ tho B o i r d o f Trade 
aud Tiauspor ta t i tu has aftcr carful cousideratiun roportod t h a t vvith the 
exporienco at ta iued aii'l tho improvoil mothods cmployed thore is prac-
ticaUy n o g r e a t e r daiiger to shippiug from coastwiso raft iog than throiigh 
other meansof t ransportat ion. 

Coinparat ive prices o£ Luiuber, ciirgo and - vliolesal'j ra te , Ja i iua ry I ; 

I 18S9. I-'J'i. 1891. 
Per .11 teet. l'or .M feet. I'or .M feet. 

F.asterii Spruce. 
K a n d j m Sll.00@16.00 8II!.()t)(al8.00 S14.00(§>16.50 
special 16.iOfsíil8.(W lS.lil(./iI9.50 16.-.0(»,l8.iO 

White Pi e. 
W. I .^bippers 17.51i@l8.60 17.00(ai8 00 16 00(̂ 1̂8.011 
a. A. " 2i.uO(rfi-25.oo 20.0" r*iii.oo i'i.n (offfl.oii 
box 15.00(«H7.60 15.U0(u)l7.0O U.00@16.()0 

Yellow Pine. 
Rioaom 19.00(ã>21..50 21.(i0(gl'22.0O '2O.00(a-21 00 
Specia l 2O..6u(!í)2-2.00 2-2..6|i(<!,23.(0 '22.l.'Ufa>-23.tlO 

1892. 
P e r M feet. 

$15.or@16.50 
16.6L'((íil8..50 

16.00(átl8.00 
18.00(!&-25.00 
14.0Jiai6.00 

1S.OO@21.0U 
21.00(3) )3.00 

Imports hava been reported from British Provinces as follows : 

1887. 18,88. 1889. 1890. 1891. 
Lllmbar, feet 79,010.000 56,97S,i()J 58,788,000 6,5,856,000 Gi,492,000 
Hiling, pieces 110,007 13"̂ 962 li)ii,:i04 181,ii9l 14U,l8i 000 
Picliecs, " 86,9'JO 51,080 64,440 41.000 17,(100 
Shingles , " 2,555,0'lO 2,065,0U0 3,0j»,(0;i 1,7S0."00 2,000,000 
Spar- ' , " 1,703 922 l'i6 796 66 
Potes , " 4,259 6,539 4,42) 5,000 '2,800 

The foUovving is a compara t ive s ta temeut of the exports of Lumber 
(esclusive of 'hardwoods), vvoodaud manufac tures ot vvood, for the years 
named a t the por t ot New Y o r k ; 

18S7. 
Feet. 

3,600.001 
15,'278,000 
6.509,000 
5,035,01X) 
2 544,000 

140,000 
7,897,000 

4^4,000 
426,000 

10,812,000 
399,000 
3 5,000 
205,000 

2.ii61.(;00 
2,767,01 Kl 
1,40J,000 

218,000 
374,000 

Horto Rioo 1,649,000 
San Iiomin o. 
Urusuay 
U. b. of Colm 
Venezuela. 

Africa 
Argen. Repiib.. 
Brazil 
tír. Australia 
Br. Guiana 
Br. Honduras... 
Br. W. Indies .. 
Central á jner . . 
Chili 
Ciiba 
Danish '.V. I n d . 
D u t c h W. InU . . 
E u r o p e 
f r e n c b W. I n d . . 
H a y t i 
Mexico 
New Z e a l a n d . . . 
P e m . 

1.446,000 
2,910,000 
3,000.0(W 

89^,000 
Miscel laueous 1,110,000 

Totnl 
Timber, pieoes.. 

1,842,000 
3,179 

It'SS. 
Feet. 

3,46.1.000 
'.I, l(;6,U(iO 
7,8 9,000 
7,U!IS,II00 
2,610.1X10 

197,000 
6, :03,000 

24i , (a) 
914,000 

7,088,000 
494.000 
:131.000 
189,1'IK) 

2,15:-l,00ll 
3,08il,IKlll 
1,724,000 

126.0(0 
544,0(KI 

2,:í01,IK10 
l,887,(K10 
2,094,1100 
a,134,IKK) 

71-2.0(K) 
1,495,000 

Ii4,2:«,000 
660 

18S9. 
Fee t . 

4.914.U00 
16,:'i4'J,l 00 
8,10.,000 
6,852 UOU 
4,:i07,O(K) 

191,000 
6,186 ttK) 

392,0(,X) 
1,008,(KK) 

12,181,000 
i02,000 
'281,000 

1,193.000 
:i,892,l(IO 
8,-.'8il,0Oil 
2,lt.7,0(.0 

394,000 
743,01 K) 

'2,48U,0(HI 
1 821,(XK) 
6':W1,UKI 

45:l,lKKl 
1,788,000 

561,000 

8-1,089,000 
2,427 

1S91. 
Feet. 

:,,426,11110 
•f,7í-0,IKX) 

1U,64H.U(K) 
7,;d90,U(K) 
4,71-2.0(10 

•SJn.OOO 
l-2,«,)4,UUO 

316,0^0 
1,3U5,(K10 

16,98,6, "00 
696,000 
1:M,0'I0 

2,«1U,0C0 
4.-234.0(X) 
«,72P,01KI 
l,725,OU0 

474.01 ;o 
l,'2aS.U0O 
.̂̂ Sf^OlKl 

2,()47,(KKI 
4,686,000 
l.USO.I.'IX) 
1.98U,0(K) 

44U.OOO 

94,8'29,000 
1,171 

1891. 
Fce t . 

0.596,Oi;0 
2,94fl,(l00 

11,11:3,000 
8,481.000 
3.:»S(KX) 

-235. (KX) 
9,:jfiJ,(KX) 

469,(KX) 
:16B.(XXJ 

14,6:36.(Kn 
454.0(;0 
30J,I)0U 
896,U00 

5,4--9,0LO 
.5,8^1,010 
1,601,(KK) 

267,1 luO 
475.1 KX) 

2 ,403,000 
l ,8 ; i8 ,000 
2,:i99,(KK) 
l,-..0-i,IKXI 
2 ,231,000 

697 ,000 

83,741.000 
3;j,190 

COOPERAGE STOCK AS FOLLOWS: 

1887. 1888. 
S t aves 4,7l.5,l-.'9 .5,b68,461 
ShooKS 571,603 599,'Jh7 
Hoops , No 2,835,UOU l,8U6,t;00 
E m p . h h d s . a n d b b l s . . . . 84,412 121,948 

1889. 
6,000,101 

449,670 
1,431,250 

114.666 

1880. 
4,882,615 

3t.«,128 
1,287,66« 

155,810 

1891. 
8,7311,9.32 

.630.961 
1,079,610 

Í4'2.911 

THE VALUE OF THE EXPOKTS OP WOOD AND ITS PRODUCT AS FOLLOWS: 

1887. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891 
l i u m b e r . . . . . . . . $1,825,037 $1,694,584 $2,193,711 $2,'!24.697 $1,940,816 
H a r d w o o d s a n d v e n e e r s . 1.2«6,:t88 1,461,657 1,712,819 1.667,7fi6 1194 109 
L u m b e r n o t c l a s s i f l e d . . . 1,663 1.6.36 3911 313-, sbdO 
T i m b e r .34,660 8,162 16,716 4;062 .3(i'l09 
Ties, poles , s p a r s . & c . . . 10.675 7,800 15,8','0 20 7.62 7 619 
Lafh ^.O'^? 5,974 1,71.8 2,053 1219 
^h ihK'es 9,417 11,266 14.292 16.010 9,989 
r o o p ' a g e s t ' k 1.308,069 1,375,205 1,219,867 1,H0,«93 998 432 
Mfs. o f w o o d 888.107 1,0^25,710 1,299.144 1,342 021 1 (187 »37 
F u r n i t u r e 965,5-J8 1,199.459 1,'J63,iK9 1302 583 l ' l l ' M i g 
Woodenvvare '285,784 292,541 316,2-.8 :313>20 '309'l84 
Shoe-pegs 97,014 89,369 78.198 90,166 T^̂ SSB 
Oar s 96,949 99,293 110,662 110,206 118074 
Doors, s a sh . e t c 88.917 118,6:39 80,591 ll:j.740 150^00 

To ta l $6.884.019 $7,391,145 $8,3-25,166 $^3,242,633 $7To86,108 

T h e f o l l o w i n g g i v e s a c o n d e n s e d s t a t e m e n t of t h e e x p o r t s of L u m b e r 
f r o m N e w Y o r k f o r t h e y e a r s n a m e d : 

1887. 188". 1889. 1^9". 1891 
F e e t . Fee t . Feet . F e e t . Feet.' 

W e s t l n d i e s 27,691,000 24,-273,000 29,969,000 4.6.865,000 40 648 000 
S. America 84,757,00(1 28,863,000 41 ,«9-.',()00 32,9:M,(IOO '26'8l7'o00 
Eastludies . . . , 8,8íi9,000 10,9!0,000 11,-̂ 36,000 1.3..389.1(10 I6'48l'00O 
Europe 2ll5,'ll)0 189,IKK) 1,193,000 ',;,i!40,000 '896/100 

Total 71,34'2,0.J0 64,235,0(X) 81,089,000 94,829/if)() 83 741 oÔÔ 
•^alues $1,825,037 $1,694,5:34 $-2,193,711 $-i,-.i-21,(i97 l̂î ^O^SlS 

METALS.—In the iron and allied t rades the experience has been varia-
ble, and whUo the volurae of business is shown to have been large, in the 
face of disappointing rai l road patronage, not to mention more or less back-
wardness ndth building and other enterprises in which heavy fiuished pro-
ductions are employed, it is clear tha t margins of profit were small nearly 
all along the line. By torming w h a t may be termed a cast-irou double-
riveted combination maui i tac turers succeeded in mainta ining prices for 
steel rails in the face ot extremely adverse relation of supply and demand 
d u r m g the last half of the yoar, bu t a diversiou of work to billots, rods 
e t c , led t o s b a r p couipetition in those liues tha t forced prices for the' sami? 
down to an unprocedentedly low poiut, making the busiuess au uuprof t-
able one to coucerns uot raodernly equipped and favorably situated for 
securing crude materials a t the lowest prices. The steel beam corabine 
have maintained prices in the íace of more or less competitiou from Ger-
raany, and i t is semi-offlcially announced tha t a honie production ot about 
100,0(HI net tons has beeu cousuiiied. The lighter forms of finished prodiicts 
such as ship-plates. boilor-plates, bars, shoets, e t c , have beeu sold a t f^rad-
uaUy reccfUug prices, the rosiilt of full pruduction aud merely fair outlet 
Besscmer pig iron and othcr c iude m. te r ia l s used in steel manutac turê 
have, under thc weight uf the deprossion iu thc marke t for various liues of 
finished steel, droppod considerably iu valuo, selUug lowor than a t any t ime 
during the precediug year. Lovv grades o£ an thrac i te aud coke pig iron 
have also suffered more or less decline froin similar infliiences, alon ° with 
very heavy production, aud low grade toundry irou has "fared 
very lit t le better , it a t all. High grade fouudi'y irou used 
in the manu tac iu re of the better cUss of castings has fuUy held its 
own, the productiou nf tho same having iiot been ss large relatively as 
tbat of the other variei ies , whilo the sales were fnlly up to the averaBe of 
former years. The siiccoss ot American softeners "has nrac ' ics l ly driven 
Scotch iron out of tho American raarliet, and the t rade iu ihe foreign 
art icle is now suramed up in n total ut not over 12.50 tons per weet . The 
olose of tlie year witnossed signsof improvement in the rai lroad pa t ro rage 
and more iuqiiiry for various heavy iron aud steel used iu otber lines 
while the feeliug seems to be almost uuiversal t h a t better t rade nearly ali 
aloiig tbe line is in store. The pig lead market has been remarkably free 
fruiu disturbing features. N m h i i g has occurred to dis tnrb tbe na lura l 
workiugs of supply aiid demai.d. aud the la t ter provts 10 bave been t o r m a l , 
a l tbougb the output (aboiit '2011,000 tons) is shown to have beon the laraest 
ou record. Prices have fluctuated vvitbin the uar row range ot 4.05al5ác. 
lu copper the moveraent of prices has beea almost steadily downvvard ihê 
result of ext iemely heavy total production in thefaceo tsevera l munths'sus-
peusion of work ac the large Auacui.da iniues. A t the heginning of the 
year Lake Superior ingot suld at lli?4C. and a t the close it was down to 
tOJ.Íc. Ou the p a r t of both Amerioan and foreign consumers more than 
ordinary caution has beeu displayed, but slatistics show tha t cousumption 
has beeu remarkably heavy despite various adverse influence, aud tbe sur-
plus stock (-arried over in Ãmeri. 'an and European marliets is represented 
as haviog lieen s m a l l e r a t tbe end than it w a s a t the baeiuningof ihe year , 
while prospects were decidedly brigbter as well, witb reduced cost leading 
to iarger use of the m e t a l In the pig tin raarket theie have been 
no reallv s tr ikiug developments. The old speculative interost, iiuder 
Loudou leadeiship, has kept prices see-sawing as usual, but the extrerae 
fliiciualion has nut been beyuud bouuds witb which dealers are famiiiar. 
The geaeral consumptive movoinout has Iieen fair, aud affectediu uo appre-
ciable degree by the f fforts niade thus far to develop Amorican tin miues. 
In the tin plate markot the chief features have boeu heavy importations 
pr ior to Ju ly Ist, wben tbe new ta r i i î went iuto effect, and comparai ively 
l ight movement smce. For a lime príces, as well as importat i us, were 
affected by tbe tariff and moved about i rregularly, hut dur ing tbe past 
three moiiths few chauges took plaoe, and the raarket app^ars tu have set-
tled dowu to tbe uew order of things. As yet Aineiicau tiu plato has not 
appeared upon the raarket in quaut i ty sufficient to be a faetor iu shaping 
vaiues, aud i t i s doubiful it miich will come ou jdu r ing t h e n e x t s i s months. 
Rooflng plates were scarce here a t the eud ot the year , and English prices 
for tbe sarae showed an advancing teodeucy. 

RUI ING WHOLESALE PBICVS AT NEW YOHK, JANUARY IST. 

1890. 1891. 1892 
Copper, Lake per th..$0 HMfi SO 14!^ $0 14i.̂ (í iS0 15 $1100(3)8011« 
IroD, American No. 1...per ton 19 50 C ri'iO t\0 17 Ou ../,18 00 17 00 («118 00 

No. 2 " IS .60 (íiíUI 00 15 00 @16 00 15 SO @16 50 
Graj Forge " 17 .60 frtlS 00 14 00 @15 00 14 00 i,sl5 00 

" ScotchPig " 26 00 @-.'7 50 20 00 @M.60 19 50 @-22 50 
Old Rails " >:7 60 (m-28 00 22 60 @ 23 0,1 2100 @'l 50 
New Steel Kails " 34 00 '.r,.35 00 27 50 @.8 00 .. . @.3U 00 
Lead perlh. 3Í;IÍ@ 4 4 @ 4H •l'.4(,i^ 4% 
Hif; Tin, straits " 2li4@ 'il'^ 'ii'i'i® 2(.*4 ICJS® 20 
Pl.ites, Charcoal Terne, 

20.X-28 perboxlOOO f( )14 50 14 00 (jf.lfi 00 10-26 @10 .60 

NAILS.—The marke t has f rum the commencement to the eud of tho sea-
son preseuted siraply a succession ot hoping, wait iug and rlisappointment to 
the selUng sido. At uo timo vvas busiuoss reallj ' activo, it trequcntlj- ran 
into a coucUtiou of positivo diillness, aud without iiiakiug au effort t h a t 
could be considered of a bearish charactor buyors have carriod the advan-
tage with perfect ease. Lighter general consiuuption was primari ly the 
cause of conditions named, but even closer investment to vvants of the 
raoment than dnr ing the precediug year, coupled with reduced cost of 
mater ia l and want of proper adjustmeut of the production, have aU proven 
contr ibutive influences more or less depressing in theireffect upou tne mar-
ket . Manufacturers have complained loudly and constautly over the rul ing 

mailto:Sll.00@16.00
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state o£ affairs and indulge in any number of threa ts about shut t ing down 
the miUs IOUÍ; enough to create a slight faraine and a possible recovery on 
value, but that was all it amounted to, as the offerings have a lwaysproven 
more thau the markot could couveuiently take care of and the competition 
of a character to jirevent the least buoyancy in value, especially on cut 
nails, Ut the la t ter both iron aud steel have sold a t about the same price 
throu^hout the greater portion of the seaíon so far as bulk lots were con-
cerned, the mar:;iu betvveeu the two gi-ades ouly appearing on the smaU 
distr ibutive deals and then simply becausc buyers were uot well enough 
po.sted t'1 ask for it. Indeed operators in cut nails have been compeUed to 
make a littlc ex t ra offort to hold grcuud agaiust the evident increasing 
competition from wire stook. The lat ter dur iug IS9 ' were pushed into 
notice with mnch freedo u aiid considorabio disregard of price whenever 
there appearod an opportuuity to make a lavorable impressiou npon custom, 
aud the le-uit s c m s to bave been successful lu a i t rac i iug at leut ion fiom 
maiiy lines of consumers previously more or less opposed to tlie u-e of t u a t 
descri|ition of stock bo f.-ee was the use of w i r e n a i l s i a m a n y localitios 
in fact t h i t a t times they have reallv sbown q u i t e a raeasure uf aoimation. 
and nian ' i tacturers went so far as to talk ot siiffeains up values uuti l the.y 
could even up ou their O'ders. No really drast ic ra^'asures were resorted 
to. however, ao'i aside from occasiooal fractional variat ions on sinall 
orders prices kopt upou a pret ty easy range throughout. The same gen-
eral ii fluejces have prevailed over both cut and wiie stock in all sections 
and tba t bas served to prevent terr i torial competition and make mat te rs 
worse than they were through the eft'ects of poorly adjusted factors of 
supply and demand. Tbere is some doubt as to the invisible accumulation 
cat'i ied over. tha t is, tbe Mmouat in bands of j ibbe r s , retailers and distril)-
utors g-'oerally. Sorae have an idea tba t ihere has been a great raany 
nails of tbe sta. d i r d sizes quietly laid away a l tbe U' questioned low cost, 
while oihers hold lo the idea tha t coi.fidence in a coutiuuatioa of about 
preseut figures has induced buyers to closeiy adhere to hand-to-mouth 
p'ilic.v of investmeiit, and th« t tbe takiogs of the year so nearly represent 
aclual con=unipti. u as tu make it pre t iy sure sll fresh wants will find 
p rompt reflecti'Mi up n fir«t hand offeriugs. There is a nou-comraittal i-oit 
of fteling lu regard to pro-pects, bu' vvtih some evidence tha t mauufac-
turers feel the uecessity for some soit of aoiform action in regard to pro-
duciiou, entirely ina-peiident i f auy aid Ihat may c jme from na tu ra l 
demard . The export t rade bas proven erra t ic and scarcely up to calcula-
tious, b'it soiiie Ciiuiitries tha t bave accepted ihe reciprocity measure uuder 
the tariff law are I loked upon as likely to afford good custom dur iog the 
coraing year . especially those uot rocover.ng from political aud fiaancitl 
d is tmbances under vnhich ihey bave been Kboring. 

COMPARATIVE PRICES OF IRON NAILS, JANUAaiT 1. 

P e r keg . 
1883 $8 65@3 6 . 
1884 2 60@2 6i 
1885 2 05@2 lU 

P e r Ueg. | P e r keg . 
ISfO $2 •A'-(t2 îil I 1890 $2 06@2 10 
18S7 2 21 @ i ' 2 6 1 18,11 1 8'i@t 90 
1S88 2 0 @ i 06 I 1892 1 60@1 75 
1889 1 85 ,a l 95 I 

T h e f o l l o w i r g s h o w s t h e e x p o r t s of N a i l s f r o m N e w Y o r k d u r i n g t h e 
y e a r s n a m e d : 

P e k e s . Valiie. | P c k g s . Valiie. | Pclr a. V a l u e . 
1882 6l,'(3i $-M-.'.87|| 1886 70,919 $.'88 681 I 1889 93.0.'3 $'286,749 
1883 81.109 S-I5.766 I 1886 79 0-20 '28t,0:i3 j 1890 110,306 3.36,972 
18S4 6 1 , 3 J 9 241,613118-7 10.'.796 817.2:911891 76,411 252,1.39 

I 1888 9í,7s3 321.476 1 

P A I N T S , O I L S , E T C — I n t h e m a r k e t f o r t h e l e a d i n g l i n e s of p a i n t s a n d 
c o l o r s v e r y f e w a n d o n l y u n i m p o r t a n t c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e d u r i n g t h e 
p a s t y e a r . T h e d i i t r i b u t i o n of h o u s e - p a i n t e r s ' g o o d s s u f f e r e d m o r e o r less 
f r o m t l i e r e s t r a i a t i i p o i b u i K l i u g o p e r a t i j u s i a v a r i o u s q u a r t e r s , c a u s e d b y 
flnancial c o n i i t i o n s of r a t h e r a d v e r s e a a t u r e e x p e r i e n c e d d u r i n g t h e f i r s t s i x 
m o n t h s , y e t i t vvould a p p e a r f r o m t h e s t a t o r a e u t s o f raanutacturers t h a t t h e 
c o r a b i n e d raovemcnt of t h o s e s t a p l e s a n d t h e v a r i o u s l i n e s of s p e c í a l t i e s i n 
m i s e d p a i n t s loses n o t h i n g b y c o i u p a r i s o n w i t h t h a t of t b e p r e c e d i o g y e a r , 
a l t h o u g h i t i s a d m i t t e d t h a t r e s u l t s h a v e h a r d l y c o r a e u p t o 
e x p c c i a t i o n s . T h e raost i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e i n c o a n e c t n n w i t h 
t h e m a r k e t h a s b e e n a rtecline o t a b o u t 1.6c. p e r g a l l o n i n 
t h e o r i c e of l i n s e e d o i l . T h i s l e l t o s i m e r e v i s i o n of p r i c e s of 
oi l c o l o r s a n d v a ' i o u s l i n e s of m i >ed p o i o t s i n l o t h e c o r a p o s i t i o a o t w h i c h 
t h e uil flgures iu i m p o r l a n t q u a n t i t y , b u t t h e a l t e r a t i o u s w o r e n o t of a p r o -
n o u n c t d c b a r a c t e r , sÍDce t h e v a r i o u s goo i i s h a d b e e n s d l i n g p r e v i o u s l y a t 
priCHs b a s e d n p o n inu . h c h e a p e r oil I h a n t h a t b v w b i c b m a n u f a c i u r e r s 
w e r e f a v o r e d p n o r t o t h e d e c l i n e . F o r s o m a t i n i e f o H o w i u g t b e b r e a k i n 
oil t h e i r a d e a w i i t e d a n a n n o n u c e r a e n t f r o m h e a d q u a r t e r s of l o w e r p n c e s 
f o r w h i t e l e a d , b u t i h e c u m b i n o , hav i u g m a t t e r s p r e t t y m u c h in t h e i r o w n 
b a i d s , r e f i i s e J t o g r a n t a n v c o û c e s s i o n , so t h a t t h e c lose of t b e y e a r f o u n d 
ofiBcial list p r i c s t b e s a t n e a s t h e y w o r e a t t b e l i e g i a n i p g . T b i s l i s t h a s n o t 
b e e n r i g i d l v B d h o r e d t o by j b b e r s , h o w e v e r ; t h e m o j o ' - i t y in f a c t h a v e 
o p e n l y solii lo t s of a f e w h u n d r e d p o u n d s a t t h e ofii.,"ial l i s t r a t e l o r l o t s of 
five tO' s Iii t h e r e i a t i v e c o o « u m p t i o n of p u r e c a r b o n a t e a n d raised l e a d s , 
n o r a d i c a l c b a n s e is p e r c e p t i l i l e , a u d c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n t h e r e s p e c t i v e 
v a r i e ' i e s d o e s r o t a p p e a r to h a v e r e a c b e d a p o i n t t b a t w o u l d c a u s e a n y 
p a r i i c u l a r c o m m o i i o n . I t is p o i n t e d o i i t , h o w e v e r , t h a l s i l e s of t h e g r a d e s 
of ox i i l e z i n c u - e d f o r m i s t u r e h a v e b t e n v e r y h e a v y d u r i ' . g t h e y e a r , a n d 
i t i s a r e a s u n a l ' l - p r p s u m p i i n n i b a t t h e b e t t e r c l a s s of l e a d - z i n c m Í J t u r e s 
b a v e raoie t h a n h e l d t h e r o w n . P r i c e s f u r o i i . e z i n c , l i k e t h o s e f o r w h i t e 
l e a d , h a v e r e m a i n e a s t a t i o n a r y t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r . t h e h o r a e p r o d u c t i o u 
b e i i i g c o u p l e t e l y n n d e r a s s o c i a n ' o n c u n t r o l , w h i l e f o i e i g n o r a n d s h a v e 
b e e n i r a p j i t e d o n l y a s t h e o u I t fu l ly jusiifi->.1. T h e l e a d m g l i nes of d r y 
a n d oii c j l o r s h a v e h e l d t h e i r o w n r e m i r k a h l y w e l l . a n d a b e t t e r t r a d e i n 
t h o s e g o o d s a u d v a r i o i i s l i n f s of p r e p a r e d l a n t s f o r s p e c i a l u se s is conf i -
d e u t l y looi i fd l o r w s r d to , i n v i e w c t t h e i u i p r o v e r a e n t i h a t h a s t a k e n p l a c e 
i n c a r - b u i l d i i i g a n d o i h e r i n d u s t r i e s i n w h i c h t h o s e p a i n t s a r e l a r g e l y c o n -
s u m e d L i u s e e d uil p r i c - s , a s u o t e l a b o v e . h a v e d e c l i u e d g r e a t l y , f a l l i n g 
t o t h e l o w e s t po i i i t o j r e c o rl. T h e b i e a k w a s d u e t o s h a r p c o m p e i i t i o n 
f r o m W e s i e r u c r u s b e r s . w b o , a f t e r a n u r a b e r of a t t e r a p i s t o c o r a b i n e f o r 
m u t u a l w t l f a r e , w e n t t o t b o u - u i l e x t i e r a e a i d h a v e s i u c e i n v a d e d a l l t e r -
r i l o i y w i t h oil a t p r i c e s t b a t b a r e l y o o v e r t h e c o s t of p r o d u c t i o o . T h e r e 
is s t i I a h e l l i g r i e n t f ee l i .m , a n d t h e i i i d i c a t i o a i ' a r e t h a t t h e c o n t e s t wi l l be 
c o n t i u u e d fur ^otne t i m e t o c o i n e . iSp l r i ' s t u i p e n i i n e h a a a l s o d e p r e c i a t e d 
i n v a l u e u n d e r i h e i i i f lu"nc6 of fiiU s u p p l i e s , v e r y t a m e s p e c u l & t i v o m o v e -
m e n t a n d e x t r e m o l y c a u t i o u s b u y i n j : l o r c o n s u m p i i v e a c c o u n t . 

C o m p a r a t i v e p r i c e s of L i n s e e d O i l f r o m c r u s h e r s ' h a u d s , J a n u a r y 1 : 

188-. 1888. 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 
P e r g a U o n 36@;J9e. 51@53c. 66@58c. 67@6-2c. 62®6-2c. 48®66c. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g s h o w s t h e v a l u e o f t h e e x p o r t s of P a i n t s , V a r n i s h , e t c . , 
f r o m N e w Y o r k f o r t h e y t a r s n s m e d : 

1887. 1888. 1839. 1890. 1891. 
E a s t l n d i e s $69,32î ^IS 162 Í 5 ' , 8 t t $69,9'5 $8)309 
E u r o p a 171,978 233.::i3 214.374 8-36.919 318 717 
SoUtU A i n e n c a I6.I. ;44 1.69 66J 158 487 178 674 1.55 28' 
W e ^ l l n a i e s 87.025 98,510 88,412 »3 4.7 108 682 

Xota l 84í9,0()9 $ P 5 J , 8 « 5 $041.09» $078,875 $«91,988 

F L A S T E R P A R I S — I n r e s p o n s e t o o u r i n q u i r i o s f o r g e n e r a l i n f o r ' n a -
t i o n a n d f e a t u r e s of i n t e r e s t f o r t h e s e a s o n , a l e a d i o g m a o u f a c t u r e r s u g -
g e s t e d i t w o u l d p r o b a b l y b e w e l l t o s a y J u s t a s l i t i l e a s p o s s i b l e a b o u t t h e 
m a r k e t f o r p l a s t e r . A f u r t h e r c o m p a r i s i o n of n o l e s r e v e a l e d t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e a d v i c e w a s g o o d , a s in a l l g e n e r a l p a r t i c u l a r s a f f a i r s h a v e r i i u i u m u c h 
t h e s a m e g r o o v e a s d u r i n g 1890, so f a r a s t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n w a s c a u c e r n e d , 
e x c p p t t h a t t h e q u a n t i t v of c a l c i n e d p l a s t e r h a n d l e d w a s s m a l l e r on a l l o u t -
l e t s . L o c a l r e q u i r e r a e u t s b a v e c r i n t r a c t e d i n t / i n a r r o w e r c o r a p a s s u n t i l t o w a r d 
t h e c l o ' e of t h e s e a s o n t h e y w e r e r e a l U d u U , t b e i a t e r i o r a u I c o d s i w i s e s b i p -
p i o g t r a d e w a s e r r a t i c , a n d t h e r u n of o r d e ' s on fur i í igu a c c o u u t , t h u g h 
o n c e o r t w i c e t a k i n g s o m e p r e t t y l a r g e i i vo ices , h a v e n o t l j e e a ; f r e q u e a t 
e n o u g h t o p r e v e n t t h e e x p o r t m o v e r a e u t f a l l i n g b.-Iow la-it y e a r . T b e s e 
c o n d i t i o n s of t r a d e h a v e n a t u r a l l y led t o • ,ome>vhat m o r e p o i n t e i co iuDe i i -
t i o n a t t i m e s t h a n u s u a l , y e i i t d i d n o t l e i d t o a n y c i i t i i n g o r s l a s b i n g of 
r a t e s , a n d t b e s h a d i n g of q u o t a t i o n s i s g e n e r a l l v u n d e r s t o o d t o b a v e b e e n 
of c o m p a r a t i v e l v m o d e r a t e c h a r a c t e r . U a e of t b e s u r e s t a n d b e - t e x h a n s t s 
f o r s t o c k is in t h e p r o d i i c t i o n o t p i t e n t p l a s t e r i n g m a t e r i s l , t h e U t t e r d u r -
i n g t h e p a s t tvvo o r t h r e e y e a r s h a v i n g p i s s e d r a p i d l y f r u m t h e e x p ' r i -
m e n t a l t o t h e p r a c i i c a l s t a g e , u a t i l i t h a s fiually b e e o m e s t a p l e a u d : s 
r a p i d l y b r o a d e n i u g t h e a r e a f o r c i ' n s u m p t i o a . S o l a r BS c a n be l e a r n e d 
t b e r e h a s b e n n o E a s t e r n c a l c i n e d r e c e i v e d h e r e , e x c e p t , p o s s i b l y , o n 
e x p o r t c - d e r s 

Of r o c k t h e r e c e i p t s h a v e b e e n j u s t a t r i f l e i n e x c e s s of 1S90, a n d p r o b a b l y 
f o r r e a s o a s s i m i l a r t o t h o s e fou . i d c u r r e a t o u raauy o t h e r a r t i c i e s c o v e r e d 
b y t h i s r e v i e w . T h e q n a n t i t y r e a d y f o r s h i p a i e u t w a s j u s t so i n u o h , t h e 
m e a a s f o r l u o v i n g i t p l e n t y a u d u o t c o s t l y , a n d i t w a s n a i u r a l t o s e n d t h e 
s tu f f a l o n g . l a p l a c e u f vesse ls a l l b í i n g t a k e n f o r o l b e r f r e i g h t a s riuri"g 
a g r e a t e r p o r l i o n of 1*90, t b e y h a v e b e e a p l o n t y a " d c b e a p . b e s i d e - w h i c n 
t h e r e w e r e Ih ' î n e ' v b o a t s b u i l t e x p r e s s l y t o r t h e t r a d e b y l e o d i o g m a n u f i c -
t u r e r s a n d w h i c h h a v e i n c r e a s c d t h e c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y , t h o n g h a c o u p l e of 
w r c c k s , o u e a l m o s t o u a m a i d e u v o y a g e . c u t s o m o uf t l i i s t o u n a y e off 
b e f o r e e n d of s e a s o n . A d d i l i o n a l ve s - e l s w iU . l o w e v e r , be builr , t o 
t a k c p l a c e o t t h o - e l o s t T a k i o g t h e f . i l l e r a r r i v i l s o t l u m p a u d t h e 
l e s sened u s e f o r i t t h e s t o c k o n b a a d is p r o b a b l y i a e x c e s s of Jas t s ea . ' oa ' s 
c lo -e . I t i s , how* v e r , l o o k e d u p o a a s v e r y g o o d p ' ' o p e r t y a n d n o o o e 
w h o h a s t h e s t o r a g e r o o m o b j e c i s t o c a r r y i n g , a u l , i a i e e i , a l i u l e a c c u -
m u l a t i o u h e r e is i b o u g h t d e s i n b l e o n a c c o i i n t of n u c e r t a Í H s u p p l i e s . I t is 
g e t ' i n g t o b e a s o m e n h a t a n c i e u t s t o r y , b u t n e v e r t b e ' e s s h o l d s g o o - | t b a t 
p r o d u c e r s a r e lu m o r e o r less d r e a d of s o m e s u J d e n giviaef o u t of p r e s e n t 
s u p p l i e s o r a t l e a s t f e a r s l r i k m g o b s t r u c ' i o o s t o q u a i r y i i e t b a t m a y p r o v e 
a l n i o s t p r o h i b i t i v e , a n d if a n y u e w d e p o s i t s h a v e b e e n f o u n d t h e í o c a t i n n 
is k e p t s e c r e t . T o e l a y - d o w n oos t a t t h i s p o i n t h a s p ' - o l i a b l r b e e u a t r i f l e 
l e s s , b u t n o t h Í D g c a l c u l a t e d t o a d d m u c h t o p r o S i s of c a l c r a e r s . 
T h e r e h a s l a t e l y a p p e a r e d i u f o r e i g n j o u r r a l s a n i t ? m t h a t 
m a y p r o v e of i n t e r e s t t o t h e i r a d e , a n d w e r e p r o d u c e 
i t a s f o l l o w s : " A n e w p r o c s s t o r h a r d e a i n g p l a s t e r o t P a r i s , 
m a k i n g t h a t s u b s ' a u c e s u i t a b l e f o r fiooring p u r p o s - s , h a s h e j n c i m ' u u n i -
c a ' e d t o t h e F r e n c h A c a i l e a i y of S c i e o c e s T h e p i a s t e r is m i < e d w i t h o u e -
s i i t h of i t s w e i g h t of fiiie, f r e s h l y sUl .e i i l i m e . a u d u s e d w i ' h a s l i t ' I e w a l e r 
a s p o o s i b l e . A f t e r i t is t h o r o u g b l y d r y i t i s t r e a t e d w i t h a s a t u r a t e d so lu -
t i o n o t e i t h e r ' z i n c s u l p h a t o o r i r o u s i i l p h a t e . V V i i h t h e f i r t i h a n a r d e n e d 
p l i s t e r r e m a i n s w h i t e , w h ' l e ^ t h e s e c j u d . b y g r a d u a l o ^ i i l i c i o a , y i e l l s t h e 
c o l o r i r o u r u s t , w h i c h g i v e s a fiue i m i i a l i o n of m a h o g a n y u n d e r t h e 
a p p l i c a l i o n o i l i n s e e d o U . " 

OOMPAEATIVE PRlCES OF PLASTER AT NEW YORli, JANUARY 1. 

Cal 'd C i ty . 
L u m p , W h i t e . L u m p . Blue. O i d i n a r y . 

Pe r t on . P e r ton. Per bbl. 
1883 $3 75@4 00 $3 ii0@3'25 $ l 3 0 @ i 8 5 
1884 3 C 0 @ . . . . 2 7 5 ( 9 . . . . 1 SOfyil 35 
1385 2 7.5fíJ2 85 2 5'!@,2 05 1 20f*l 30 
1886 2 6 ( g l . . . . 2'25@ . . 1 30@' 36 
1887 2 56@2 66 2 45@2 60 1 2 i @ I ' 2 5 
1 8 « 3 40@3 60 3 0('@3 26 1 20@1 26 
1889 3 6 @ . . . . 8 0 0 @ . . . 1 3o(,7,l 35 
1890 3 7.-,@.... 3 25@3 50 1 3'(T; 1 40 
1891 3 50f(í3 75 . . . . @ 3 2 5 1 46fff,l 50 
1892 3 60@3 60 3 20(ií;3 25 1 40(g,l 60 

T h o fo l l owiDg s h o w s t b e i m p o r t s of L u r a p a n d t h e e x p o r t s of C a l c í a e d 

F l a s t e r s a t N e w Y o r k f o r t h e v e a r s n a m e d : 

I m p ' t s of 
L u m p . 
Tons . 

1882 77.463 
1881 104.642 
1884 99.144 
iaS5 71.'99 
1886 111,911 

. — E x p ' t s i'f—, 
Calc'il 

P ' k e s . Va lue . 
25,765 
18,1186 
21,491 
30.813 
83,5J3 

$38,014 
s5,713 
3'.37,' 
43 312 
40,078 

I m p ' t s of 
Lurap 
T O . . S . 

1887 1(14..635 
1888 in .192 
18S9 141.117 
ISIO 111.610 
1891 13.',619 

.—Exp'fsof—, 
Ciilc'd 

P ' k g s . Va lue . 
26,83' 
4-1.84) 
2S..SSI 
43 795 
87,433 

r<5,4:M 
6S,714 
39.648 
05006 
65,677 

S L A T E . — S o f a r a s o u r i m m e d i a t e l o c s l t r a d e is c o n c e m e d t h e r e h a v e 

b e e n u o c h a n g e s o r n e w f e a t u r e s o t a n o t i c e a b l e c h a r a c t e r . T h e b u s i n e s s 

is a l m o s t w h o U y of a j o b b i u g c h a r a e t e r , a n d w h i l e d e a l e r s w h o c a t e r t o 

t b i s p o r t i o n of t h e t r a d e a r e we l l e n o u g h e q u i p p e d t o s e r v e a rauch raore 

l i b e r a l c u s t o r a b o t h a s t o q u î u t i t y a n d v a r i e t y , t h c v h a v e n o t b e e n 

c a l l e d u p o n t o h a n d l e a n y v e r y e s t e n s i v e v a r i e t y d u r i u g t h e s e a s o n j u s t 

p a s s e d . P r i cæs in a g e n e r a l w a y raav b e r e c o - d e d a s h a v i n g b e e n a b o u t 

s t e a d y , t h o u g h i n m o s t c a s e s s p e c i a l r a t e s a r e fiieduoon. T r a d e a t t b e 

?u a r r i e s t o r t h e p r i n c i p a l de sc r ip t i oa s - , h o v e v e r , h a s b e e n excB'leuD a u d 
r o m a l l s e c t i o n s t h e r e p o r t s c o m e l a c h e e r f ul f o r m , so n e f e a r s e x p i ' e s - e d 

l a s t s e a s o D i n r e g o r d t o p r o b i b l e c o m p e t i t i o a f r im c b e a p s h i n g l e s a p p a r -
e n t l y n o t h a v i n g h a d a n y s u b s t a o t i a l f u u n d a t i o n . I . n l e e d , i t l o i k s v e r y 
m u c h a s t h o u g h t h e s l a t e m c n w e r e g e t t i n g i u t h e i r fl >e w o r u a u d o i t c h i n g 
s o m e of t h e b e s t w o r k i u s l e i d o t a w o o d e n o r e v e u t i n r o o f i u ' . AU k i n d s 
of s t r u c t u r e s h a v e a s u s u n l b e e n n u ' u b ' ' r e d a m j n g s o u r c e s of c o n s u n i p i i o n , 
t b e v a r i e t y in t h n n a t u r a l o r d e r o t i l i i n g s i loes not. c h a ' . g e P i u c b , b u t c a r e -
f u l l y o i ' s e r v a n t o p e r a t ' i r s i i o l c u l î t i n g u p o o q u t ' í n s full if n o t a b e t e r 
t r a d e d u r i n g i h e i o c o m i n g y e i r e n t e r i a i n a be l ief t h a t ' h e r e t u ' - n s f r o m 
a b n a d a o t h a r v e s t s l a l e l y g a t h e r e d wil l l e ' d t o t b e e r e c i i o i uf m i n ? s u h -
s t a n t i a l f a r m b u i l d i n g s . a n d t h a t r a i l w a y e x ' e n s i o o « o d i m p r o v e m e u t c o n -
t e m p l a t e d i n s u r e s p l e a t y o t n e w s t a t i o a s u p o i w h i c h t h e u se of s l a t e is 
a l m o s t a f o r e g o n e c m c l u s i o n T h e r e h n s a g a i n b e e n e x c r l l - ' o t m a u a g e -
m e i i t of t h e i a b o r q a e < t i j n a n d q ' i a r r y m e n h a v e oo ' i ie th i -o i igh t h e y e a r 
w i t h o u t I r i c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e m s e l v e - a n d I h e i r e i u p l o y e s B U c s l a t e p r o -
d u o e d i n t r .o B a n g o r a n d P e n - A r g y l d i s t r i c t of P e . i u s y l v a ' i i a h a v e h e l d 
t h e i r o w n iu t h e g e n e r a l v o l u m e of h o r a e t r a d e raoveraent. a n d d u r i u g t h e 
o p e n seasoi i t h e r e n e v e r a p p ^ a r e d t o b e a l - i p s e lo i h e p r o d u c i i o o o r a ces-
s a t i o n of t h e m o v e m e n t T o p r e s e r v e t h o s e c o n d i t i o n s i t w a s s o m n t i i r e s 
t h o u e h t u p c e s - a r y o r a i v i s a b l e t o d o a l i t t l e .^met c u t t i " g o o t u e o s t 
of t b e c o m n i o n p r H d e s a o d i t a t 0"Ce h a d i l s effe.ot u u o u a n y 
l a g g a r d d e m a n d , b u t t h e b e s t q u a l i t i e s h a v e so ld so c l n s e ' y a s t o t r e q u e n t l y 
b e c o m e q u i t e s c a r c e a n d a f uU Uue o t v a l u e w a s p r o s e i v e l w i t h o u t dif i-
c u l t y . T h e d i s t r i b u t i o u w a s t o a b o u t t h e f o r m e r l o o a l i t i o - , VVostern t r a d e 

i r e t î o m i n a t i u g i t a u y l h i n g , a n d s o m e s t o c k t a k c n t o r Nevv Ô r l e a n s , b u t t h e 
a t t e r o u ' l e t i s n o t a p r o n o u u c e d o u e , a n J , i n J e e J , h a r d l y c o m j s u p t o v v h a t 

w a s l o o k e d for . A t t h e c lose s u p p l i e s r e m a i n i a g iu h a i i d w e r e v e r y m u c h 
less t h a n l a s t s e a s o u w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o u oí' t h o h o l d i u g s of o n e e o u -
c e m w h i e h is s i i d t o bi c t r r y i n ; a ful l a Q J U i t T a > , ' S j i - g r j e a .Sl'ate p r j -
d u c e d i n N i r t i i e r a S^i! Y o r i a n l I s w j r l ' o r j i o j t h a s h a d a r a j u l a r b j o a i . 
X r a d e c o u u n e n c e d i a g o j J fiiU v o l u m j J u s t a s s a j u a s t h a s a ^ s j a f a i r l y 
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o p e n c d a n d k e p t i t u p w i t h o u t i n t e r m i s s i o n u n t i l t h e c lose , a t t i m e s r a t h e í 
t a x i u g t h c p r o d u c t i v o c a p a c i t y t o m e e t t h e w a i t i n g c a U , a u x i o u s o r h u r r i e d 
b u y e i s g o u e r a l l y fiudiug a s c a r c i t y t h a t c o m p e l l e d a c u r b i n g of t h e i r 
i m p a t i o n c e . T h e r o s u l t vvas t h e l a r g e s t o u l p u t e v e r k n o w n f o r t h i s v a r i e t y . 
p r c t i c a l l y a l l o£ w h i c h h a s p a s s e d i n t o c o n s u m p t i o u a s t h e a c c u m u l a t i o n 
c a r r i e d o v e r w i U l.e n o g r o a t e r if a s fuU a s o n e y e a r a g o . S o m e l i t t l e 
n e a i b y t r a d e , E a s t e r u a u d S t a t e , w a s r e p r e s e n t e d in t h e d e a l , b u t t h e g r e a t 
b u l > of c u s t o m c a i u e f r o m t h e W e s t , w i t h s o m e S o u t h e r i i o r d e r s b y w a y of 
v a r i e t y , a u d r e p j r t s f r o m t h 3 l a t t e r g e u e r a l l y i n t U c a t e m u c h s a t i s f a c -
t i o u vvith t u e s t o c k . A s a i i a l u r a l s e q u e n c e of t h e c o n d i t i o n of t r a d e t h e 
v a l u e l i u e h a s v i r t u a l l y s u p p o r t e d i tseU', k e e p i n g t h e t o n e h e a l t h y t h r o u g h -
o u t , a o d w u i l e s e l l e r s d i d u o t s e e m t o t h i u k i t j u d i c i u u s t o r a i s e figures 
d u r i u ^ t h e p a s t s e a s o u , t h e p r o d u e e i ' s ' poo l h a s b e e n r e f o r m e d f o r n e x t y e a r , 
a u d m a y l a a k e a s l i ^ h t a d v a u c e i n t h e s p r i n g . O t h e r d e s c r i p t i o n s o f s t o c k , 
r e d , p u i p l e a u d u u i a i U u g g r o e a h a v e a l l h a d l a i r a t t e n t i o u a n d a t s t e a d y r a t e s 
i u m o s t oase.s. O i t h o l u i s c e l l a u e o u s p r o d u c t i o n n o t m u c h c a n b e s a i d of 
s p e o i a l i n t o r o s t . A g r e a t d o a l o£ i t is g o t o u t e i t h e r oii s p e c i a l o r d e r s o r t o 
m e e t r e g u l a r c o u t r a c t s w i t h t h e m l u u i ' a c t u r e r s o£ c e r t a i n s t a n d a r d p r o -
d u c t s , a u l t h e r e is v e r y I i t t l e o p e n m a r k e t f o r a n y o t t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of 
s t o c k t h o u g h p i ' o J u e r s a r o t h o u g h t t o h a v e h a d a g o o d y e a r . 

T h e e x p o r t d e a l h a s beoii s l o w e r a n d s m a l l e r t h a u d u r i n g t h e p - e c e d i n g 
y e a r a u d i t i s g e u o r a l l y u u d e r s t o o d t u o r e w a s u o m o n e y in i t f o r s n i p p e r s s o 
f a r a s t h e A d s t i a U a u t r a d e , w h i c h is t h e p r i n c i p a l , w a s c o n c e r a e d . T h e r e 
s e e ' u s lo h i v e b e e n t w o i u f l u e a c e s of a q u i e t i u g c h a r a c t e r , t h e o n e a n 
a b s e a c e o£ a n y r e a l d o i u a u d £or t h e s t o c k o n t h c a u t i p o d e a n m a r k e t , a n d t h e 
o t h e r tt d o c i d o d loss h a u l æ i ' i n . í t o c a r r y t h e s t o c k £or t h e m e r e s a t i s f a c t i o n 
Oii' d o i u g so . T b û l i b j r a l s h i p i u e n t s o l a s t s e a s o n n o t o n l y filled t h e l ' o r e ign 
( l e m a u d t o o v e r f l o w i u g b u t w a s c a r r i e d a t s u c h snai"p c o m p e t i n g r a t e s a s t o 
fiually s e u d soa io oi' t u e t r a u s p o r . a t i o u c o u c e r u s o u t of t h e b u s i n e s s a n i 
s h i p p i n g f a c i l i t i e s h a v o s iuoe b e e n f u r u i s h e d o u l y b y t h e r e g u l a r s w h o h a v e 
p r a o t i c a U y c o n t r o i l o d t h o m o v e m e n t . A c o u s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of t h e s tuf f 
h a s g o u e o u t a s b a l l a s t , l 'or w a i c h i t i s s a i d t o b e p e c u l i a r l y a d a p t e d o n 
a c c o a u t o£ c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l d i s p l a c e m e u t of r o o m , b u t s o m e s h i p r a e n t s 
h a v e b e e n m a J e i u o r d i u a r y f o r m w n e u t h o r e a p p e a r e d t o b e a m a r g i n a s 
e v e r y t u i u ^ t b a t c o u l d bo o b t a i n c d o v e r c o s t a n d a c t u a l h a u d l i n g e x p e n s e s 
w a s j u s t s j m u c h g a i u t o t h e vessol . I t i s s u s p e c t e d , h o w o v e r t h a t s o m e 
lo t s h a v o bee i i o a r r i o d a t a loss m e r e l y f o r t h e s a . e of c u t t i u g off s u p p o s e d 
i n t e n t i o u s o i s o j i e c u m p e t i t o r iii f o r w a r d i n g a s h i p m e u t . T h e c o s t , d e l i v -
e r e d h e r o i r o m t h e q u a r r i e s , h a s r e r a a i n o d a b o u t t h e s a r a c a s Itist y e a r a u d 
i t h a s a l w a y s b o j u e a s y t o g e t a s a p p l y w h e n i t w a s w a n t e d . P r e s e n t 
a d v i c e s d o n o t a p p e a r l o i u f l i c a t e t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e a n y i n c r e a s e o£ t h e 
m o v e m e u t t o E a s t l u d i e s d u r i n g t h e c o m i n g s e a s o n . O n o t h e r ou t l i - t s , 
m a i u l y vves t l u d i a a u d L'outi-.il . \ m o i - i c a n p o r t s , t h e r e h a s b e e n a f a i r a n d 
so £,.r a s i t w e u t a m o r e pi-ulit;ililo d o a l , a n d t h o i d o a seo ras t o b e t h a t t h i s 
p o r t i o n o£ t h e b u s i u e s s ni.ay f a r t h o r i u c r e a s e t a r o u g h t h e w o r k i n g s of t h e 
r e c i p r o c i t y a g r e e m o u t . A U t t l - u u i ' a d i u g g r e e n h a s g o n e t o E u r o p e , b u t i t 
w a s a s p e c i a l a u d u u i m p o n a u t d e a l . 

C o m p a r a t i v e p r i c e s of K o o f l a g S l a t e a t N e w Y o r k , J a n u a r y I s t : 

1839 1890 1891 1692 
Purp le $6(10@,7'50 $7 00@ 7 60 $7 00@7'50 $7 00® '7 50 
r j reea 6 oiif„i, r 50 7 i,i frt 7 .SO 7 OOfiô? .60 7 0U@ 7 50 
Red 12 0U(4íil5 00 12 0ifiill5 00 12 00@1.'. 00 13 00@I6 0(1 
BUck 4 2ô(uí 5 60 4 26f(ft 5 50 4 26(jJ 6 50 4 26(a> 5 50 

T h e f o l l o w i n g is a s t a t e r a e n t o t t h e e x p o r t s o t R o o f i o g S l a t e f r o m N e w 
Y o r k f o r t h e y e a r s n a m e d : 

. 1891. , 1890. , 
Pieoes. Value . P ieces . Va lue . 

Lond.JU . . 60 680 $1,000 au.OuO $1,UOO 
bou th íVinerica 27,7-20 1,'16 60,'267 1,585 
•West. Iii,jies 167,800 6,419 63.026 14,764 
Africa • • • -14.049 780 
WowZHala id a n d l ' a smania 18 9 '0 480 721:;6 1,627 
Bri t iab A u s t r a h a 2,113,771 52,395 3,974,473 121,926 

2,378,871 $61,359 4,'233,950 $1'29,672 

T o t a l 
Tons . V a l u e . P ieces . Va lue . Va iue . 

Tota l for 1889 2.(i:l3.484 $19,756 $49,766 
" 1888 4,29.6,868 116, 19 116,119 

i " 1887 2,:i(l8,661 0'2,'52 62 062 
m " 18S6 2,8i.6,-i36 79,064 79,064 
^ " l(i85 4,113,204 115,216 116.'206 

188» 50 $i,000 2,776,.'36 8 ,'2«2 90,-262 
" 1883 167 .6,713 1,488,2^6 48 1-20 54.'63 
" m82 864 19,066 4,337,801 134,252 153,Sl8 

T h e e x p i i - l s f r o m t h i s p o r t i n c a s e s , g e n e r a l l . v c o n c e d e d t o b e a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y c o m p o s e d of S c h o o l S l a t e s , a r e a s f o l l o w s : 

. 1891 , . 1893. , . 1889. . 
Cases . Value . Cases . Value . Cases . Va lue . 

G r e a t Br i t a in 2,724 $7,660 2,976 $9,3r3 1,932 $7,ii64 
Con t inen t 954 2,893 2,731 10,454 2,116 7,868 

I 

EaRt l a d l e s . . . . , 6.093 
W e s i l ud ie s , S. A. , e t c . 1.526 

16,429 
4, '63 

4,460 
1,4J3 

21,652 
6,1146 

4,508 
'2,7r3 

To la l 10,294 $31,745 11,1)60 $18,:«6 ]1,3;9 
$ .6 142 1 T o t a l f o r 1884 I2,i8!1 

:^9,.'60| " jS8,i S.943 
4.).8i'4 I " 188-2 14 6 6 
49,965 I " 1881 14 414 

T o t a l f o r l 8 8 8 1;.688 
" 1887 9.483 
" 1886 9.4S8 
" 1885 10,573 

13 913 
16,562 

$49,407 
1163,021 

4i,6.4 
68.160 
62,104 

STONE.—After consultation with some of the bestposted operators the 
conclusion is a r i ived a t t h a t very little can be said iu ma t t e r of detai l 
regard ing the general condition of Ihe marke t fcr building stone dur ing 
the year. I t coæmenced slow, grew slower with thepiogress uf the season, 
and fînally wound up a t almost a complete standstill , and all hands more 
or less dissatisfied. No j t h e r result, bowever, could be expected when the 
general s tate of bni ldmg operatious is reflected upon, aud the fact noted 
thac jus t about the period when negotiation on new contracts would 
naturaUy be uuder cousideration was the niost discouraging and i tduced 
a grea t deal of custora to simply wi thdraw and awai t developraents. 
Tbore (ías notbiug tbe ma i l e r wilh stuue íor bui.diug pmposes, 
indeed it realiy tound less compelitiou fiom brick thau last 
year , and was neglected simply becau-e ihere could be fouua ouly a reduced 
and lemporary outlet, AIl kiuds have heeu affeitea acco id i ig lo their 
nacural relat ive positions aijd mcluaiug toreiga giades, witb impoitors 
after grumbl ing over tne coudii.ion ui bu-ine^s, i.quniiug cff and tauing a 
whac a t the tariff for its siippjsed efl'ect upun trade. Uu.ier cunditions 
DOteJ values have ualurul ly lucked sui.poit and a weak uiidertune grad-
ually crept in. I t is unaerstouil t ha t prico lists bave generally bffcn 
allowed to stund aud "qao ta i i ous , " theieiore , weie ULCbauged, uut raany 
ways could bo found for c i rcumveut iog ufficial tíguies. Sometimes 
it was a a i rect cut with oo i ther than a verbal uud t r s t aud iug 
t b a t notbing was to be said about i i ; aguin it would be lu a 
secret rebaCe, or other sub rosa privileges. aiid iu all cases the pulicy was 
not to let auy buyer escttpo wbere a rousouttble allowtiiice would Srcure bis 
order. There is talk thut sorae curapauie^ have passed dividends du i iug 
tbe seisou, but as a rule tbere was uo aeriuu!> •lctii.age dono a t y one beyond 
some shrmkage m piofits for the j e a r , a^d wiih the acoepCtd idea of mucb 
impruvejr íno aur ing tbe cumiug season tue vVjse is somowbat more bope-
fvá aud cbeerful. f>o far as u lest hus tieeu obtaiaed lue stleci,iou has run 
again decidtdly to l ighl snudes of coljr. Biowu sluue is geuerally spoken 
ot as a meiuory of tho past, so far as any fl.st class s t ruc ture is 
concerned, not only on uCL'ouut ot its color. but becousB stone 
of so much greater lasl iag quí l i l ies bas beeu brought wiibiu reacb. 
Araong these m a y be meutioned a close-grained sandstone from the East-
ward eal irely free from teudency to laminate, aud comiug m rcd aud pale 
brown is exceecUugly pleasing to the eye. Tue limostoues oi various qual i ty 
and color, howevoi-, have had pussossi u ol the niurkot two to oue, aud i t 
looks very much as tuough they had about tílled the bUI o£ the ioug-lelt 
w a n t in ma t t e r o£ findiug a stone t h a t would stand the cliiiiate. Tbore is, 
however, no kuowiug wbat whim wili soize lasuiou Some g rau i t ehas bean 
used even for pr iva te dweUiugs and the e is considerabie tavor showu 
marble , th^ la t ter both tor public aud privateediuces. Vcry lew speciHca-
tions a re now undercousideral iou, but improvcmeut is hoped for as soou as 
the year ta i r ly opens. 

The following shows thc imports ot Stone a t New York aa reported by 
the Custom Uuuse dui ing the yeors named : 

BuiIdiDg 
bioue. 
Vali ie . 

1882 $126,887 
1883 1U3,«42 
1884 128,311 
1885 104,924 
1886 148,942 

Marble and | 
m f s o t . I 
Vi-lue. I 
$3-J2,'J.i9 I 18S7 

3i.6,7S9 I I8S8 
28U.U33 I 18 9 . . . . 
244.9JIÍ I 1890 a9l,6,56 
'366.877 I 1 8 J 1 a29,c44 

Buildiug 
btoue. 
Vaiue. 

. $ I 8 J , 9 4 8 

. 16,,; 75 

. 213,245 

Marble and 
mts. of. 
Vixiue. 
$ , Í 4 J , 3 5 3 

2,0 814 
35',512 
4 0 0o4 
437,583 

T b e r e p o r t e d e x p o r t s of S t o n e f r o m N e w Y o r k w e r e a s f o l l o w s : 

1882 
1883 5,961 
18o4 8815 
1885 8'235 
1886 10,1 8 
1887 Il ,u33 
1888 10,490 
1889 12,672 
182« 17,916 
1891 l ' ,6o8 

Cases . Va lue . 
4,879 $J0,U96 

Pieces . Va lue . 

:I9,7L6 
51,i52 
63. .'91 
42 6o« 
4«,n;J3 
6,).98l 
5.',770 
61,161 
48,!!81 158,797 

24.311 
30,8,1 
12,44J 
l a , i ! l 
28,3)8 
21,461 
2a 'jm 
27.9,8 
4a,9;6 

$.•6.382 
1!.,S 5 
18,505 
1^,9-8 
1.1.993 
22,621 
19 977 
35,5,4 
3.',326 
33,793 

8-25 
165 
2J0 

200 
60 

167 
2 

Value. 

$1,868 
5,9*9 
l,i:j6 
150 
130 
310 

'902 
112 

^^.^^' 


