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Manhattan Company at its best could not give New York the kind 
of rapid transit that the city's present and future imperatively 
demanded; and this shadow of reason disappeared before the con­
sideration that in granting these privileges, we should be simply 
throwing up a makeshift to tide us over the few years which would 
be necessary for the planning and erection of a permanent sys­
tem. But neither Tammany nor the newspapers would listen to 
any reason; and, of course, they had theii' own way. 
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BUSINESS on the stock mai-ket is very dull and prices have still 
a tendency to droop. The immediate cause of this is not so 

much the gold shipments that are taking place; they could be 
cheerfully endured if there was any assurance of meastu'es that 
would prevent them under any but normal conditions. The largest 
cause of the monetary bad business in secxu-ities is the fact that Walt 
Street stands fairly aghast at the thought that has lately arisen that 
the present Congress may adjourn and leave the Sherman Silver 
Act on the Statute-book. The evils resulting from this measure 
have been so pressed home in financial circles that it was taken for 
granted that, the little farce in Brussels having been ijlayed out, and 
common business sense indicating so plainly what should be done, 
that Congress would at once get to work and repeal the act of 1890. 
But the men who make the Congress do not seem to be affected by 
the mischief that act is causing ; so with the indifference to other's 
misery, not peculiar only to Congressional humanity, though 
strikingly exhibited there, Congress dallies with the question and 
fears arise that it may not deal with it at all. This puts the market 
back into the position it was in so long last year and is destroying 
the promise of better things which was founded upon the expecta­
tion of an early cessation of silver piu'chases by the Treasury and a 
knowledge that throughout the country generally business had for 
a year been active and good. With the evil in the situation so well 
known there can be no improvement in the market for securities 
until it is removed. The situation is that everything that complies 
with all the gilt-edge investment conditions is in demand and very 
difficult to obtain, but everything else is discredited. As the latter 
is in great majority its discredit contracts business very materially, 

MAYOR GILROY'S appeal to citizens to aid in keeping the 
streets of the city in a seemly condition by uofc thi-owing 

papers and refuse onto the pavements is, of course, an appeal with 
which decent people will heartily accord. But the Mayor can do 
something better than exhort. He should cause receptacles for re­
fuse to be placed at every street corner. Like a good housewife 
the city should provide public waste-paper baskets for its citizens. 
Where the useless lampposts are to-day handy iron boxes securely 
closed with a moveable self-acting lid should be placed, as per­
petual standing reminders to passers-by to preserve the peace and 
the pieces of their old letters and discarded newspapers and not 
scatter them in the streets. The consents of these boxes could be 
sold and the returns would pay for their maintenance. 

IF any one should have predicted four years ago the attitude of 
the press in general to the present phase of the rapid transit 

situation the prediction would have been scouted as utterly pre­
posterous. Shortly after ex-Mayor Grant assumed office for the 
first time the Manhattan Company presented to the officials and 
people of this city a very moderate plan for the improvement of its 
service to the public—a plan which did not propose theestension of 
its lines into any new districts, but simply such additions to its 
present structure and terminals as would bring them up to their 
maximum utility. The proposal was so utterly unobjectionable 
that in an intelligently governed city it would have been accepted 
without a murmur, and questions would have arisen only concern­
ing the terms upon which the increased privileges should be granted, 
But the government of the city saw in the proposi­
tion an opportunity to make cheap capital out of 
a monopoly supposed to be unpopular, and the clear­
headed, public-spirited newspaper editors, by holding up their 
hands in ainazement and consternation at the xjresumption of this 
conscienceless corporation in making such a sinister proposal, 
assisted Tammany in shutting off the Manhattan Company from any 
concessions. The only shadow of reason behind the acrid and viru­
lent opposition offered to the suggested improveojents w^s th^t the 

" ^ " O W , at the end of some years, we find that private capital is 
•^^ not willing to undertake the construction of the most 
unobjectionable and feasible plan as yet outlined. The emergency 
thus created has been too much for the consistency of the news­
papers. Instead of insisting that the Manhattan Company is still 
a sinister monopoly, incapable of supplying the city with the 
facilities it needs, many of the newspapers have flopped over 
to the opinion that the elevated roads are our oitly resource. 
Doubtless the death of Jay Gould is partly responsible for this 
astounding change of front, for the press have no longer anything 
to gain by taking advantage of bis unpopularity; but they are prob­
ably more influenced by their fear of facing the situation as it 
really is. They know just as well as the Rapid Transit Commission 
knows that the elevated roads are not oui- only resource. The city 
can build the road, and build it at a big profit. But the newspapers, 
with the exception of the Times, are afraid to favor this inno­
vation, partly because it is an innovation (the unintelligent 
always dislike sensible innovations) and partly because they trem­
ble before the threatened popular disapproval of placing the 
improvement in the hands of Tammany. Tammany, however, 
whose leaders are engaged upon more congenial political duties, 
is equally afraid of assuming such an important responsibility as 
the municipal construction of the road. The cousequence is that 
in the face of the past records, both of the local officials and the 
newspapers, and in spite of the criminal waste of money involved 
in the step, there is talk of turning the new transit service over to 

the Manhattan Company, 
» 

IF this is done it will be done with a wanton disregard of the per­
manent interests of New York. Curiously enough tlie construc­

tion of moreelevated roads is defended by the very arguments which 
the newspapers scorned a few years back. It is alleged that thes« 
new elevated roads are only a temporary expedient and that as 
soon as they are erected the Rapid Transit Commission can again 
return to the task of planning a system which will place the north­
ern wards more on an equality with places to the east and weot at 
an equal difference from the City Hall. This argument is per­
fectly valid so far as it applies to the improvement of the present 
sti-ucture of the Manhattan Company up to its full carrying 
capacity. Such an improvement would tide us over the next few 
years in pretty fair shape. As we have always held', it is a conces­
sion which the Manhattan Company has a right to ask and the 
authorities every reason to grant. But it is not valid as applied to 
the construction of the two elevated roads, one on each side of the 
city, which the Commission have announced that they intend to 
lay out, because such elevated roads would partially take the place 
of the permanent system, and so make its construction more than 
ever difficult. Does anyone mean to say seriously that if a fran­
chise for an expensive but adequate system is unsalable at the 
present time that it will be salable a few years hence, after two 
more competing lines have been built? No responsible private 
capitalist would take $5,000,000 out of the city treasury 
as an inducement to construct such a road as the 
Commission has planned. More elevated roads would 
do what the elevated roads have already done. They would pro­
vide a stop-gap for a decade or so, and then act as an impediment 
to a better system. If they are constructed, the demand for rapid 
transit will temporarily subside, and any talk of a really adequate 
system will be futile mouthing until our present inconveniences 
again appear. When that time comes the difficulties of the prob­
lem will have been multiplied several times over ; its expense will 
have been increased ; its engineering obstacles will have become 
even more trying, and the combination of capital against it more 
powerful. Tlie only time to hiiild our permanent system is thejjre-
sent time Existing facilities should be improved just in so far as 
the improvement does not displace the permanent improvement. 
As to the permanent improvement, it should be constructed at the 
expense of the city ; and if it is not so constructed, the bill of 
damage from the neglect will amount to hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

THE closing suggestion of Mayor Boody's message is enough to 
provoke unrestrained hilaritj in those who understand its 

significance. He reminds the Common Council that the repeal of 
the Cantor Act has placed on that " honorable body " a special and 
important responsibility; and he recommends that a policy be 
adopted that will secure to the city the full value of all privileges 
granted, A wise recommendation, surely, considering that appli-
cation? ^re pending before that body for the use by private corporf},-. 
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tions for railroad pm-poses of more than one hundred miles of 
Brooklyn streets. Yet he might just as well advise the adoption of 
a w îse public policy by Haroun Alraschid as by the Common 
Council of the City of Brooklyn. Since the repeal of the Cantor 
Act the body in question has acted as if they were the official 
agents of a coterie of private individuals who are trying to make 
money out of the Brooklyn street railway franchise business—one 
of the most lucrative of modern occupations. Mayor Boody knows 
this as well as anybody else does, and hence we may take his 
"recommendation " to be a bit of executive sarcasm. 

The Oity Must Build. 

THE meeting held on the Real Estate Exchange last Wednes­
day was the first public attempt to vitalize the question 

whether it is not the duty of the municipality itself to furnish the 
city with the new transit system. Up to the moment of the meet­
ing, that bSpecL of the problem bad received consideration only in 
the columns of THE RECORD AND GUIDE, and lately, we are glad 
to say, in those of the Times. It needed the action of just such an 
assemblage to give the matter a wide public standing and force it 
upon the people for popular judgment. By the very timely action 
of the Exchange, the question is now writ large and, if we mistake 
not, it will be the chiefest of che determining factors in settling the 
kind of Rapid Transit New York is to get. 

The more deeply the people of this city look into the condition 
that confronts them the more clearly they will see that it is simply 
impossible to escape from inake-sbift action, temporalities and 
ultimate mistakes, except by calling upon the municipality to 
undertake the construction (mediately if not actually) of the new 
system. A very bard logic is pushing our citizens, and will yet 
play havoc with their old ideas of what a municipality may and 
may not do for itself. They must either yield to this logic in the 
rapid transit matter or save themselves by an immense and irre­
vocable surrender of their larger interests. 

THE RECORD AND GUIDE has insisted during the past year and 
a-half that there are two and only two likely sources from which 
the metropolis can obtain rapid transit—one is the Manhattan Co. 
the other the Municipality. The Rapid Transit Commission and 
Mr, Steinway himself, the president of that Commission, have 
assured us that the only feasible and adequate system of transporta­
tion obtainable is an underground system. Ex-Mayor Hewitt in 
his speech on Wednesday declared the same and said that his judg­
ment was that of four of the most eminent engineers and railroad 
men in the country, men whose counsel he bad sought when 
Mayor. Of course this conclusion may or may not be cor­
rect, but certainly no uninstructed, off-hand lay opinion 
can be considered for a moment against such weighty 
authority. Those who talk to the contrary should be com­
pelled to prove their qualifications as engineers and students of 
the problem. No one can determine what the best system for rapid 
transit is bj mere intuition or guesswork. However, the point we 
wish to insist upon here is this: that no underground system, no new 
elevated system, no new system of any sort whatsoever is at all likely 

" to be built by any one but either the ManhattanjR. R. Co. or the 
municipality. The people delude themselves if they think other­
wise; they cannot read facts almost as;,^large as the city itself. 
The Manhattan Co. is pursuing no inactive policy. We may 
count upon it that no step has been taken so far in all that has 
been done in which that company has not had directly .or indi­
rectly some part. Not only the King's ear but the King's hand is 
everywhere. The interests, friendship and alliances of the company 
are far-reachir g and potent. 

In the past the Manhattan Company has done the city an immense 
amount of good. The elevated roads have contributed more 
towards developing and extending New York than any other single 
agency ; and the limit of the usefulness of these roads has not by 
any means been reached. Indeed, no scheme for rapid transit that 
ignores the existing roads, that does not favor and permit their 
development to their utmost capacity is an adequate one. The ele­
vated roads and only the elevated roads can give the city the 
immediate relief it is crying for. The third track should be built 
as soon ss possible ; terminal facilities should be increased wherever 
needed. For three years at least, for five years probably, for ten 
years possibly. New York must depend upon the Elevated Roads. 
There is nothing else. 

But the elevated roads in their present extension cannot meet 
the permanent requirements of the city. I t is folly to say they can. 
Some new system must be devised. Mr. Steinway, the Rapid 
Transit Commissioners, and Mr. Hewitt and his expert counsel tell 
us an adequate system miist be an underground system. It may be 
30. There is no use discussing the matter here. But this fact is 
certain: whatever iht; system should be it must be essentially a 
new system. No patching, tinkering of our present lines will give 
us what we want. 

Now, the questiou is, who is to give us this new system? As we 
have said, there are two and really only two sources to which we 
can turn for i t : The Manhattan Company and the Municipality. 

The Manhattan Company is not unknown to the people of this city. 
They have had a long and close acquaintance with the methods, 
morals and principles of that organization. They ought to know 
by heart, at this day, the sufficiencies and the insufficiencies of 
that company as a public servant, for in all that is said we mustn't 
loose sight for a minute of the fact that it is a good public servant 
that the people are seeking in the new rapid Iransit system. The 
Commission was created, not to provide a profitable opportunity 
for capital or a safe investment, but to create an adequate econom­
ical public service. But, it is silly to expect any private corpora­
tion to be essentially a public servant. The Manhattan lines have 
rightly and naturally been managed from the beginning, first in 
the interest of stockholders and afterwards in the interest of the 
people. If the new system, whatever it may be, elevated or tmder-
ground, be turned over to the Manhattan Company or any other 
private corporation it will be managed for the stockholders' 
benefit first and for the public afterwards. Think of the sewers, 
or the streets of the city, or the water-supply being 
managed according to this policy ! Yet rapid transit is as 
essentially a necessary public service as almost any of the services 
now performed by the municipality for its citizens. Who for a 
moment doubts that in the existing emergency the elevated road 
service would be greatly improved did the city manage the lines? 
The third track would have been built long ago, terminal facilities 
would have been increased, longer trains and more of them would 
be in operation; but then, the Municipality would not be running 
the roads primarily for dividends, which naturally the Manhattan 
Co. must do. Besides, did the city own the elevated roads the 
senseless opposition to the lines, which has greatly intensified our 
difficulties, would not have had an excuse for existence, and on the 
other hand there would have been no potent private interests, as 
there are to-day, to fight new projects and necessary improvements. 

The municipality should construct whalever new system is 
decided upon. 

Expediency dictates the course which the city should pursue. 
Improve the elevated roads to meet present necessities, and let the 
municipality begin at once t̂ > construct an adequate permanent 
system of transportation—one that will meet all our requirements 
as far as those requirements can possibly be met. Let the profits 
of the new system accrue to the people. They can afford to 
shoulder any temporary loss at the beginning. But as the city 
grows, aided by the new system, let the profits created by the city 
go to the city. - 'Private enterprise" to-day is in possession of 
franchises, natural monopolies, of practically incalculable value. 

The only objection that we have yet heard urged against muni­
cipal owTiership is that the politicians will rob us ; suppose they 
will. How much can the politicians possibly steal in the construc­
tion of say the Commissioner's underground road? It is possible 
to reduce the matter to figures. Suppose we say they take, in some 
way, ten or even fifteen millions (a risky business) from the fifty 
millions the road will cost. Interest on the steal at say 3 per cent 
(the city's credit), $300,000 or §450.000 a year. What is that 
amount in comparison with the 6 per cent which the Manhattan 
Company pays annually on its stock of $30,000,000, all of which 
represents water ? 

As a matter of fact, however, what warrant has anyone for 
declaring that the city will be plundered in a wholesale way by the 
politicians ? When once a dog has got a bad name it is easy to 
slander him. No eternal relation has been fixed between pecula­
tion and politics, and many enterprises which the city has under­
taken have bt en well and economically carried out. No one, in 
the case of the Aqueduct, for instance, has been able to demonstrate 
or give the least evidence to support a belief that the city was 
robbed. Millions cannot be made away with without leaving si nie 
evidence of the loss. In the construction of the Aqueduct it " a s 
not the city, but the contractors that lost. The work was appur-
ently so well done that the principal contractors became bankrupt 
and the next largest of the contracting firms did not, we belii've, 
make one penny. But the exactness of all this doesn't affect tt^e 
main argument. The politicians cannot extract from the people 
by incapacity or dishonesty anything like what "pr iva te entei-

prise" can, does and will extract. 
-— * .— 

WE print elsewhere an interesting letter from Mr. Geo. S. Lea 
pinasse, descriptive of the Bourse du Travail, the cai.ses 

that led to the establishment of that important organization and 
the tendencies of its activity at present. In many respects- the 
Labor problem can be studied by oiu- people better abroad than in 
this country. The workmen of Europe have forced their govern­
ments to consider and act upon questions which in all probability 
we shall not have to face for ten or fifteen years ye t ; but face 
them we will have to. The social difficulties which the old woild 
has had to meet will sooner or later arise here, in one form or 
another, and we cannot do better than gather all the wisdom wo 
can from Euroi^ean experience. 

Everybody interested in architecture and in building should read 
the Architectural Record. 35 cents a copy. Record and Guide office, 
Nos. 14-16 Vesey street. 
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Faots About Oholera and Immigration. 
In the universal scare which followed the advent of a few cases of cholera 

in this port, from Europe, last summer, the imaginations of a few fervid 
New York newspaper reporters were drawn upon for the main supply of 
" facte." I t was a time when the ordinary methods of judgment were cast 
aside and all the mean impulses that arise from ignorance and terror were 
allowed free rein in the press and the public mind. All the everyday 
facts bearing upon the subject, and which were easily accessible, as they 
are now, were ignored. But notv tha t the univer.ml terror has in large 
measure subsided, and people have learned to look the conditions squarely 
in the face, it is not amiss to bring a few of these facts forward, for what 
they are worth. 

Of the large body of commercial travelers—buyers for tue representative 
importing houses of all the large cities of this country, who make regular 
trips to England, Germany, France, Switzerland and Italy, once, twice 
and some of them three times a year, not one is known to have changed 
hie plans for a single moment on account of the cholera ecare. And not 
one of them is known to have been attacked by the disease. Yet they 
went and came through the affected European ports. Furthermore, 
thousands of tons of merchandise came through the same ports, much of it 
having laid for days and weeks on the docks in Hamburg, Rotterdam, 
Amsterdam, Antwerp, Havre and Bordeaux, a t all of which cholera made 
its appearance. All of this merchandise—dress-goods, hosiery, gloves, 
cloaks, hne.19, passementeries, buttons, laces, embroideriea, tapestries and 
other forms, has gone upon the market and been distributed through the 
usual commercial channels, broadcast over the country. Yet no known 
case of contagion has come to light. Again, the quarantine methods 
employed in this port, crude as they were, confined the contagion to the 
immigrant class in which it made its appearance. 

These facts lend peculiar weight to observations from an interested per­
son who, under other circumstances, might not be given the courtesy of a 
hearing. Mr. Emil L, Boas is the General Agent in New York of the Ham­
burg -Amer icn Packet Company. He has but recently returned from 
Hamburg, where be had gone to confer with his principals and to study 
the situation for himself. To a RECORD AND G U I D E reporter he spoke 
very freely both about the cholera scare and the immigration suspension 
scheme. He said: " As to the contagious nature of cholera there are oppo­
site opinions held by the two highest European authorities. Dr. Koch 
and Dr. Petteckoffer are the acknowledged authorities in Europe to-day 
upon the pathology of cholera, and their v iens are diametrically opposed 
to each other. Dr. Koch holds that the bacillus is the cause of cholera and 
that if you kill tbe bacillus the cholera will disappear. Dr. Pettenkoffer, 
on the other hand, holds tha t the bacillus is one of the conse­
quences of cholera, and that if you have the cholera the bacillus 
will appear. Fettenlioffer maintains his position by citations 
from the history of cholera. For instance, tha t Munich had a 
siege of cholera some twenty or thir ty years ago, and tha t the disease ran 
its course and died out. The treatment of the epidemic was what was 
called tbe ' old treatment, ' before the bacillus was recognized as the prob­
able purveyor of the disease. Now, we have just had, in Hamburg, an 
example of the 'new treatment, ' where tbe effort was made to stamp out 
tbe disease b ; attacking tbe bacilH. But the disease spread in congenial 
quarters just the same, was just as deadly, and was not stamped out. Pet-
tenkoffer says the conditions favorable to the spread ol cholera must be 
found in the soil and water. If they do not exist, there is no danger of 
cholera co^jtagion. I t seems that the experience of Hamburg ra ther con­
firms this view of Pettenkoffer's and, if tha t is so, there can be little 
danger of cholera here, where the drainage is good and the water is good 
and the soil is in its normal condition. I n Hamburg, the soil in its normal 
state is always satiu'ated; the city lies very low, being built nearly on a 
level with the Elbe and is traversed by canals. Now, last summer they 
had a very dry spell, during which the water in theElbe fell considerably 
below the normal summer level. For months there was no rain, and tbe 
usually saturated soil became comparatively dry. This extraordinary con­
dition of the soil proved favorable to the spread of cholera when once 
introduced." 

" H o w a b o u t Russia?" 
" In Russia they had a similar extraordinary condition of the soil too, 

as well as of the people—they had been so reduced by their terrible famine 
and were driven to subsist on unaccustomtd food—and were peculiarly 
susceptible to cholera," 

*' Well, how about Belgium and France ?" 
••There was no epidemic cholera in Belgium or France, only sporadic 

cases, such as we had here. In France and Belgium and England, if any­
where, the contagion should have spread, if the Koch bacillus theory of it 
is true, for there was no intei'ruption of commerce or intercourse with 
either of those countries, and with Hamburg England the trafBc with is 
much greater than it is with America. These facts have led me to the 
conclusion tha t if we keep ourselves and our cities clean, eat wholesome 
food and drink pure water there is little to fear from cholera. And if it is 
to come there is no keeping it out by a simple interrup­
tion of steerage traffic There is no guaranty tha t it 
won't come as well in the saloou as in tbe steerage. If we have a reasona­
ble quarantine we have done all that is reasonable to prevent the disease 
from spreading to our shorts. The example of England should not be ig­
nored or wasted. There was no exclusion attempted there; no restrictions 
were put upon intercourse, but every passenger was subjected lo a 
thorough inspection, and if found in any way suspicious he was watched 
for a time, when, if the disease gave no sign of appearance, be was allowed 
to go; but in all such instances the individual was kept under observation 
at home for a time. Thousands came and went under tbete coudilions and 
yet England had no cholera—not even a cholera scare. 

'• Now, asr fgurds Uninigration; We have a nation now ol' 0.>,O(M',O00 and 
can accommodata a few bmidredi of millioua more, so we can't claim to be 
over-populated. There is Oermaiiy, not as large as tbe Slate of Tesaa 
alone, with 48,0011,000 of people. Germany is don-g all she can to beep her 

people. So, as a simple economic question we should be as anxious to gain 
as Germany is to retain her population, Germany is now passing a law 
which is designed to make immigration ever so much more difficult. I t is 
almost trivial to question the value of the individual immigrant. He is not 
only a producer; he is also a consumer, and although his pretensions may 
a t first be small they grow quickly—everybody knows they grow too 
quickly, 

" Now, iu 'ah that I have ever read in opposition to free immigration, it 
is said they are a menace to our institutions; but we want their productive 
power, and In every commercial sense, as T H E RECORD AND G U I D E has 
pointed out, find them advantageous. Now, if they are a menace to our 
institutJODS, the simplest way to avoid that is to change our naturalization 
laws. Why, in the big cities, do we go on establishing naturalization mills 
anJ grinding through them social material that is inimical to our social 
and political system, while declaiming against the immigration of these 
'dangerous elements.' California has just amended her constitution, 
requiring an educational quafification for the r ight of suffrage; that's a 
step In the right direction. Require an educational qualification and a 
long re-idence in the country, and you will amply protect the social and 
political system from any influences from without. Of course, it is very 
difficult for a man like me, engaged in the steamship business, to I ring 
forward anything tha t will not be tainted with self-interest. But I have 
tried to state only simple facta to you, that are open to everybody, and can­
not be gainsaid." 

Mr. Wright, representing the Inman and Red Star lines, said the reason 
why those companies have suspended the immigrant business was because 
under the newly-irnposed conditions it did not pay. If they could not 
carry several hundred In a ship it was cheaper not to undertake to carry 
t h e m a t all, and to confine their efforts to cabin passenger traffic and to 
freight. 

• 
The Paris Bourse du Travail. 

P A R I S , December 27,1893. 
Editor RECORD AND G U I D E : 

The workingmen of France have Uttle cause to complain of the 
Republic, for it has aided and encouraged all endeavors to beneflt and 
improve the condition of the laborer, and many societies and institutions 
have come into existence which would have been quickly suppressed had 
theu' formation been attempted during the Empire. Among many such 
organizations which have grown in importance during the past few years, 
the "Bourse du Travai l" (Labor Exchange, or more correctly rendered. 
Workers'Meeting House), stands pre-eminent and seems destined to play 
a lai'ge part in the economical and political life of the Republic and 
to extend its influence to other countries. 

Organized under the laws of 1884, which allowed the formation of Work­
men's Societies as a purely benevolent institution, it has developed into 
a strocg political organization, attempting to dictate its pohcy to tbe City 
and national Government, fomenting strikes, the terror of contractors, 
watching with a jealous eye all privileges or franchises sought by corpora-
tiODS, and said to he the nursery of all socialistic doctrines, establishing 
sub-agencies in every ward In Paris and in the towns throughout France. 

In 1883 the Government named a special Commission to study the ques­
tion of labor and the participation of laborers in aU enterprises concerning 
public works. Among some of the questions considered by the Commission 
were tbe following: The advisability of forming a Labor Exchange, the 
objects being: To furnish workers with a proper meetingplace, well heated 
and comfortable, where they could come to make inquiries for work; to 
fix a rate of wages for labor In Paris and all the large cities; to pubUsh a 
weekly list of the important works going on in different cities, and the 
number of men required to carry on the enterprises. This sensible pro­
gramme, if strictly carried out, could only have benefited all classes, work­
men and employers alike. After the Commission had fully considered the 
subject and reported favorably, tbe municipal council, in 188fj, decided 
upon the erection of a " Bourse du Travail," to be used for the following 
purposes: A s a m e e t i n g place for unemployed workmen; as anercbaoge 
where workmen and employers could come together, the object being to do 
away with the existing labor bureaux which are very expensive to the 
laborer; as a place where the syndical chambers of the different trades 
could meet; as an establishment where all demands for labor and offers of 
work could he published; as a library, free to all laborers, unionists or 
non-unionists. 

Fu r suan t toa re so lu t i ono f the Council, the land for tbe building was 
purchased in November, 1888, and work begun. The land cost $305,000. 
Tbe estimate for the building, not including furniture or the library, was 
$400,000. In the latter part of 1891 the structure was completed, and the 
Bourse has been in operation since May last. I t is about 80 feet high, with 
a frontage of 120 feet on tbe Boulevard de Mageota, a t d tbe same on the 
Rue du Chateau d'Eau. It is composed of four wings, surrounding a cen­
tral courtyard of rectangular shape, with paneled corners, tbe whole being 
closely shut in by other buildings. The edifice cjvers a superficial area of 
3,133 square yards. Great difficulty was experienced io pi sparing the 
feundations, as the soil consisted of marl resting on saud uoderminEd by a 
stream of water which,, descends from the elevated district of 
Belleville. To get down to good ground uo fewer than ninety 
holes had to be dug and fiUed will: concrete made of pebl l-a and 
Portland cement. Arches of millstone grit and cement countct these 
points, on which rest brick piers sucportiug the circumference of tbe cen­
tral hall, and four intermediate pillars of cait iron. TOe vedlibule is 
reached through three doors, opening on to the Rue du Chateau d'Eau. 
Ontber i f ih tof the vestibule is the janiM.r's lodge; on the k l U h e r e are a 
post and telegraph office and a telephone. In the centre is a glass-roofed 
ball which constitutes the leading feature of the strucLure. This hall is 
fitted up for use as ILP principal place lor LoUlingiiiass nieelui-^, unri there 
are tiers of seats on three sides. Around tliis hall there art, smnller lueet-
ing rooms, which are separated from the sicat hall by moveablo pai i itioiis. 
so that they can be thrown into it in ease ot a congress, etc. io this man-
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ner two thousand persons can be brought together. To provide for the 
tiers of seats, the floor of the central hall is placed three and a quarter 
feet below that of the adjoining rooms and extends beneath the latter. The 
spuce which thus exists under these smaller rooms Is occupied by the heat­
ing and ventilating pipes. 

The glass roof of this central ball is supported by half-trusses with cross­
bars, joined together at tbe summit by a rectangular frame. Tbe feet of 
these trusses are upheld by vertical iron supports, which pass through the 
floor and rest on the main girders that siutain the floor. In this way the 
metaUic frame-work of the hall is entu-ely independent of the walls which 
surround it, and it would be possible to remove it without aft'ecting tbe 
maia structure. Even the gutter of this roof rests directly on a cornice 
placed for that purpose. A skylight turret assists in ventilating the hall. 
In the basement are placed the hot air stove and tbe electrical apparatus. 
In the basement, also, underneath the Central Hall ^described above, is 
another large chamber, called the "Sal le de Greve" (Hall of Strikes). 
This room Is 16 feet high and has an area of upwards of 500 square yards. 
Here meet daily the men of various trades who are seeking work. Light 
enters this room through glass flagstones placed in the floor of the great 
ball overhead, but this is found insufficient and the electric light is to be 
added. On this floor there are. In addition, three subsidiary 
halls, cellars, etc. The "en t reso l" or intermediate story does 
not exist on the frontage. I t comprises several small rooms occu­
pied by the janitor and other persons employed in the establishment. 
The first floor of the Bourse is specially devoted to the management. In 
the wing fronting on the Rue du Chateau d'Eau are the offices of the Statis­
tical Committee and the Managing Committee, consisting of two rooms 
having an area of 24 square yards each. The library and reading-room, 
also on this floor, is a chamber of a superficial extent of about 80 square 
yards, with a balcony. I t is well stocked with works bearing upon the 
various trades and has been of great assistance to the men who constantly 
resort to it. In the other wings and on the same floor are to be found the 
offices of the General Secretary, Statisticians, Inspectors, etc. The second, 
third, fourth and flfth floors each contain four fairly large rooms in which 
technical lectures can be given, twenty-eight offices, 10 feet by 13, and 
five offices double this size. There are thus thirty-three offices on each 
floor, or 133 in all, which are placed at the disposal of the trade unionists 
of Paris. Each of these offices is provided with the electric light. These 
rooms are already found to be too few in number and as many as five or 
six trades are obliged to use the same room. 

Thus, to sum up, there are the following principal^departments: "SaUe 
de Greve" or Strike Hall, in the basement; Grand Meeting Hall on the 
ground floor; Management offices and Library on the first floor, and lec­
ture rooms and committee rooms and offices on the other floors. 

In this building now meet daily the representatives of over three hun­
dred syndicates of workingmen and women, representing as yet only one-
fourth of the workers of Paris. Nearly all trades are comprised, among 
them being artists, builders, bakers, engineers, cooks, architects, barbers, 
carpenters, male and femaie servants, funeral mutes and rag-pickers. One 
Bjay wQuder what need such free laoces of trade as tbe last-mentioned can 

have of board rooms and syndicates. I t seems, however, tha t the banding 
together of this small army of eleven hundred knights of tbe hook has 
improved their condition and brought to terms many a large junk house 
which had not dealt in the proper spirit with some member of the syndi­
cate and was accordingly boycotted into making due reparation. 

Tbe position occupied by tbe Bourse du Travail and the influence i t 
wields in regard to public matters, can be best indicated by giving a con­
densed report of one of the large meetings held there a few days ago, 
viz.: The meeting called together by the gas workers and all trades inter­
ested in the manufacture of gas. 

Tbe gas companies having applied for a renewal of their charters, with 
certain additional privileges, all trades concerned in the manufacture of 
gas met at the Bourse du Travail on November 15th of this year. Over 
4,000 men were present, and amongst the number six members of the Paris 
municipal council. The meeting having been called to order, tbe General 
Secretary addressed it. After stating the object of the meeting, he went 
on to s a y ; "S ince the formation of the gas companies they have 
realized very large profits, in which tbe workers have but slightly partici­
pated. Since 1890, however, when i t became necessary to renew the char­
ters, they have consented to increase tbe wages of their employes to a very 
small extent. We are given to understand that there will accrue from the 
renewal of these privileges a boneflt of from five to six millions of francs a 
year, without any extra expense. We therefore think it unjust that the 
shareholders should get all the profits without the laborers receiving their 
share, and we demand that a part of this profit should be divided, and tha t 
1,500,000 francs should be apportioned amongst the gas workers in heu of 
au increase of wages." After further discussion in the same spirit the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

" The gas workers will press, by all legal means, their demands on the 
gas companies and the municipal council. First, they demand 5 francs 
per day as the minimum rate of wages for laborers, etc.; second, the ra te 
of wages fixed by tbe city for the different trades, plus 2 per cent of the 
profiCs accruing to the gas company from the proposed new charter, to be 
divided by the syndicate among the men pro ra ta on the wages received 
by each man. The gas workers further declare that they will sustain the 
aldermen who will defend the interests of the workers in a proper manner, 
and will oppose all those who, under any pretext whatever, will not do 
so." 

The meeting then adjourned to await the decision of the Common 
Council. 

" We have seen what it was intended that the Bourse du Travail should 
be. What are the results? Of all the purposes which this institution was 
to have fulfilled it has," so its critics state, "only reahzed two; it has given 
to workingmen an official meeting place; but instead of discussing there 
offers and demands for work, revolutionary debates are indulged in, dis­
order fomented and the public peace threatened. I t has also established 
free labor agencies; but, unfortunately, they amount to little, as only one-
quarter of tbe laboring population is yet banded together in Paris, and no 
employer cares to apply to the syndicates for workmen for many reasons. 
The red flag hag taken the place of the tricolor, and th? busts in th? hall 

I 



January 7,1898 Record and Guide. 
are draped in such a manner tha t only the red part can be seen. Since 
1887 the institution has fomented a great number of strikes, the more 
important being the cab, omnibus, railway and food strikes. I t has sent 
money and agents to organize the great strikes of.Fourmles Roubaix, Car-
maux, etc., and.It organized the first of May demonstrations." 

Moreover, still quoting its critics, " there exists a t the Bourse a secret 
committee which controls the funds for aiding strikes and is in corres­
pondence with all foreign syndicates. This committee a t one of its last 
meetings decided to organize a strike of all the French industries, which, 
if successful, is to be followed by an international strike. Funds received 
from over (iOO French and foreign syndicates [are held iu reserve for this 
purpose." 

" I t is only necessary to attend one of the meetings of the Bourse," still 
quoting its critics, " to feel convinced tha t one is in presence of a hot bed 
of Insurrection, revolution, internationalism, etc.; these are the favorite, 
themes openly discussed. Reforms for the benefit of the workingmen are 
no longer considered; and this takes place in a public building." Never­
theless, those who think tha t the Bourse du Travail is an institution to be 
suppressed, go a step too far. A dangerous weapon has indeed been placed 
in the hands of the worklngman. H e m a y a t first use it cruelly and harshly 
and to the detriment of existing interests. He may order unnecessary 
strikes, and in other ways make an intemperate use of the power given 
him, but gradually he will see tha t his interests do not lie in that direction, 
that both capital and labor are to be treated alike and then the Bourse du 
Travail will become what it was intended to be, a great and powerful insti­
tution of benefit alike to laborers and capital. 

Before closing it may be of interest to give a few statistics of.the num­
ber of strikes which have taken place iu Europe. Between 1874 and 1801 
there were 1,398, of which S04 occurred from I8T4 to 1885. Of this number 
508 lasted less than 30 days; IW from 30 to 100 days; 13,180 days. The 
strike of the carpenters in Paris, in 1871, included 20,000 men; that of 
Auzin, in 1884, 10,150. The total number of laborers having participated 
in strikes in these 11 years, from 1874 to 1835, amounts to 210,063—about 
19,700 per year. The strikers have lost on an average 8.t!8t days of work 
per strike, or a total of 11,140,232 days of work from 1874 to I8!il. Of all 
these strikes, 340 were favorable to the strikers, 258 ended in mutual con­
cessions, the rest gave negative results. 

These figures are Instructive to both laborers and employers and should 
make both parties ponder before allowing a strike to take place. If the 
Bourse du Travail should iu the futui'e pi'ove a i>eacemaker instead of a 
fomeuter of strikes it will indeed be a great institution. 

G E O . S . LESPINASSE. 

Since the above was written the gas company has signified its willing­
ness to give the 3 per cent of the profits, but refuses to increase the mini­
mum ra te of wages to 5 fi'ancs, and tbe question remains unsettled. 

G. S. h. 
• 

Rapid Transit By and For the People. 
OITY OWNERSHIP AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECTED (JNDERGROONB 

RAPID TRANSIT RAILROAD THROUGH BROADWAY AND THE BOULEVARD 
SUPPORTED BY A BIG MEETING AT THE REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE 
AND BT A STRONG MEMORIAL TO THE RAPID TRANSIT COMBUSSION— 
AN OPPOSITION, OF COURSE. 

In the effort to find the most satisfactory solution of the rapid transit 
problem, the city has a t last got back to the point from which It should 
have started two years ago. Within the last week it has become apparent 
to everybody tha t we will have real rapid transit through municipal con­
struction and ownership, or we will have it not a t all—only an extension 
of tbe present elevated railroad system. 

As a result of the meeting held a t the Real Estate Exchange and Auction 
Room on Wednesday, a strong committee, composed principally of well-
known brokers, auctioneers, owners of real estate, lawyers and builders, 
was appointed to take all lawful measures to secure the construction of 
the underground road as planned by the Rapid Transit Commission, by 
the city, as a city enterprise. A meeting of this committee was held a t 
the Real Estate Exchange on Thursday, a t which an executive committee 
was appointed. Richard V. Harnett , as Chairman of the General Com­
mittee on Rapid Transit, was ex officio Chairman of the Executive Com­
mittee, and Benj. F. Romaine was secretary. A memorial, expressing the 
views of the committee, wasjadopted and ordered to be presented to the 
Rapid Transit Commission. 

Yesterday, a t the meeting of the Rapid Transit Commission, the 
memorial was presented. I t was as follows: 

N E W Y O R K , January 5,1893. 
To the Honorables W I L L I A M STEINWAY, J O H N H . STARIK, J O H N H , 

INMAN, SAMUEL SPENCER and E U G E N E L , B U S H E , Rapid Transit 
Railroad Commissioners of the City of New York. 

GENTLEMEN—At a meeting at the Real Estate Exchange and Auction 
Room, in this city, on Wednesday, J anua ry 4,1893, held for the purpose of 
taking action in reference to the rapid transit problem in this city, the 
resolutions hereto annexed were adopted and a committee was thereafter 
appointed, pursuant to the retpiirements of such resolution, for tbe pur­
poses therein mentioned. At the meeting of said committee held this day 
the following minute was adopted and was directed to be submitted to 
your Honorable Body, together with a copy of the resolutions passed at the 
meeting of January 4th: 

MINUTE. 

The City of New York has reached a critical point iu its history. I ts 
growth, development, and prosperity are suft'ering serious impairment 
from the ut ter insufficiency of the present t ransi t faciliiies. The existing 
transportatiou facilities are concededly inadequate in I'elatiou to speed, 
space aud capacity. As a cousequence of this people who would otherwise 
reside within this city are compelled to seek homes elsewhere, to the profit 
of nine lines of railroad which find one of their main som'ces of income 
in distributing this overflow of New York into the suburban districts of 

New Jersey. - The Long Island Railroad and the fei'ries radiating in every 
direction from the City's water front, are similarly occupied. With an 
adequate system of rapid transit iu this city a very large part of this over­
flow would settle within its limits, contributing to Its growth, development, 
industry and general prosperity. 

The meeting which appointed the committee was unanimous in insisting 
that it was tbe duty of your honorable body to find both an immediate 
and a permanent remedy for the existing evils. 

As an Immediate remedy, it was considered that the existing elevated 
railroad companies might have additional terminal facilities accorded, and 
an additional track authorized, under proper conditions by which compen­
sation for private property taken shall be required. This seems to,be com­
pelled by the logic of tbe situation and the popular demand for immediate 
relief. 

Tbe committee concurs in the opinion recently expressed by Mr. Will­
iam Steinway, President of your Commission, first, that real rapid transit 
by elevated iron or steel structures Is practically impossible; second, that 
rapid transit by underground railroads as planned by the engineers of tbe 
Commission is practicable, and should not be abandoned because of the 
reasonable failure of the Commission to market the underground franchise 
it had created. Since private capital has refused to undertake the con­
struction of an underground road, It ia the duty of the municipality 
Itself to assume tbe enterprise. Tbe construction and ownership of such a 
railroad is as much a legitimate function of the municipal government 
as the building of bridges, viaducts, sewers, aqueducts or the opening and 
maintenance of streets, parks and public places. Every consideration of 
public policy that warrants the one ur^es the other, and in a city cir-
cumstanc'ed aa New York is, transit systems perform as necessary and 
vital public functions as the street, tbe sewer or tbe water supply systems. 
To accomplish this result it^is respectfully submitted that no makeshift 
should be adopted, but that steps should be immediately taken to accom-
pliah a speedy and permanent solution of the problem. 

The questiou whether the future rapid transit needs of the city shall he 
supplied by the nmnicipality itself or by private capital is wholly one of 
expediency, ft is purely a business question of how to obtain the most 
within a given expenditure. No step that finite iutelligeuce can take iu 
this matter can be free from some objection. No action which any Com­
mission could possibly take can be equal to the test of perfection. Reasou-
ablo people will not expect nor demand It. The test that they will apply, 
and in our estimation justly, will be whether upon balancing all considera­
tions there is a preponderance of benefits and advantages for tbe people of 
this city in favor of the plan adopted. Whatever may be urged against 
the construction of new hues by the municipality, more may be said In 
favor of that course, and it is iu view of this that the meeting on 
Wednesday, and that of;the committee to-day, stand in favor of a deptr t -
ure from the principle which has hitherto prevailed, and maintain that this 
great public necessity for rapid transit should be settled through municipal 
agencies. The argument against action by the municipality, if not purely 
theoretical, resolves itself Into this: That our officials cannot be entrusted 
to build the new road or roads, or manage them when built, wholly in the 
interests of the people. Extravagance and worse are ;feared. We do not 
believe this, But granting, for the purposes of argument, that the asser­
tion is well founded, we submit that any such extravagance, or worse, 
of our officials in constructing and operating the new system 
(making It as large as it is possible for even political prejudice 
to put it], would still fall farjshort of what private enterprise would sm-ely 
extort from tbe public. We have no desire to criticise, and.In referring to 
the existing elevated railroad companies are merely stating the facts. 
Your Commission well knows that the stock of these companies represents 
millions of watered value upon which the people of this city have to pay, 
and will be compelled hereafter to pay, millions annually. This profit we 
believe exceeds that which any fraud, craftier incapacity, within even re­
mote probabilities, of official action, can extract from the pockets of the 
people. If your Commission hands over the franchise for the new 
system to private individuals or corporations it will be tatamount 
to surrendering ultimate values which actually belong to the people by 
whom they are created, amounting to hundreds of miUions of tbe people's 
eai-nlngs; to what will be, in its essential character, a privilege of taxation 
more onerous than any ever bestowed by a despot upon his favorite. 
Whatever may be thought uow of the value of snch a franchise, all must 
concede its almost priceless value in tbe futiu-e when every part of the city 
shall be thickly populated. We do not believe that such a wrong [as this 
should be perpetrated upon the people. 

We. of course, recognize that there is nothing in tbe law under which 
your Commission has been organized that will legally permit you to take 
any other course than to create a private corporation for the construction 
aud operation of any road which you may plan. But we are also satisfied 
that the step is one which is proper for your consideration and that it is 
with n your duty, should you agree with the conclusions a t which we have 
arrived, to ask for legislation necessary to carry the plan which we have 
suggested into effect. We do not believe that any underground system 
can ba constructed by private capital; the interests opposed to it 
are too strong and too active. Only the city can under­
take it a.ud Cftu accomplish it better than any one else. 
Through its high credit it can obtain capital 50 per cent cheaper than any 
private individual or corporation. The usual intermediary, a construction 
company, with its demands lor proHt, can find uo place in the plan. Stock 
jobbery and stock watering would be out of the question. The city,again, 
c a n a n d m u i t build in advance of present traffic requirements; it can and 
must build for advancement in dh-ections which private capital, always 
demanding Immediate profit, would shun. Property-owners damaged by 
couatruction of tbe road would have the best of all security for their just 
claims The road would be under tbe management of the people using it 
and could be run first, last and all the time in the interests of the metrop­
olis and for its extension and advancement. 

The ManLattan Railway Company, we cheerfully admit, has done as 
much for its patrons as any private corporation would do. But still it ts 
































































