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Over li;20,000,000 new buildings have been planned for ao far thia year. 
Have you obtained your share of it? Do you know of the many otber large 
jobs now being prepared, and of tbe hundreds of cuatomers in your line who 
are about to come into market for materials? Tou oan obtain thia informa­
tion daily from the F. W. Dodge Co. (Inc.), 310 Sth avenue, southeast corner 
6th avenue and 20tb street. 

RAILKOAD men are fretting over the fright into which the 
Supreme Court decision on pooling plunged them, and as 

a result we have had a reaction in the atock market, wbich has 
also "been sufficient to check an organized raid to break all the 
Coalers because of the weakness of Jeraey Central and because 
there is an idea floating around that the decision affects the Coal 
roads most injuriously of all. The situatiou created by the 
Supreme Court decision is a serious one for all railroads, but the 
idea that it threatens the Coalers most i'- pnrel? a sentimental 
one; because it is notorious that, although the Coal roads have 
agreed o« percentages of outputs and prices each year for a 
number of years the agreements have never been kept. This was 
the testimony given before the Lexow Committee in this city 
recently and every well-informed Wall street man knows that the 
statistics corroborate it. However, if people choose to scare 
from any cause whatever, they will find the professional 
element in the Stock market always ready to assist their fears 
and at the same time scalp some profit out of them. The situ­
ation is such that no bull movement can be expected until the 
Joint Traffic Contract has beeu considered by the United States 
Supreme Court and their opiniou of its legality rendered, or 
until Congress has provided a way of protecting the business of 
the counti-y, as well as of the railroads, froni disorganization 
and consequent trouble and loss. The outlook is for a dull 
market for a little time to come, and if preseut values are fairly 
preserved that will be as much as can be expected while business 
everyvchere is awaitinji the disposition of two such very im­
portant questions as the settlement of the tariff on imports and 
the future of carrying rates. 

UNDEE the strain aud anxiety of waiting for a settlement 
of the current chapter of the Eastern question, there are 

signs of a shrinking iu the volume of European business. 
Statistical reports now appearing, which are very favorable, 
relate to the past and for the same results to be repeated it is 
necessary that confidence receives no set-back. The sentiment­
alists aud imaginaries, who would settle the Cretan question by 
giving Greece what its buccaneering espedition set out to get, 
are disappointed in finding that the powers remain determined 
to prevent the infraction of the public peace if possible. These 
poetical enthusiasts on both sides of the Atlantichavedetermined 
in their minds what all the Great Powers have not yet been 
able to find out, the wishes of the Cretans themselves. They 
say Crete wants to be annexed to Greece, but they do uot say 
how they know it. Certain Cretans wbo may be only bosses 
and corrupt politicians say Crete wants annexation and say this 
so loudly that it deceives the people content with superficial ties 
into assuming th i theirs is the voice of all Crete. An im­
pression t.revailed some time ago that our good city wanted to 
be annexed to Brooldyn, and accepting the cries of sentiment­
alists aathe voice of the whole people, the Legislature has 
annexed us to Brooklyn accordingly aud now the great repre­
sentative business interests and powerful sociological organiza­
tions of the city are fighting tooth and nail to postpone, if they 
cannot avert tho doora impending over us. In like manner the 
real voice of Crete may be inaudible at the preseut moment 
amidst the din raised by the annexationists but which when 
heard may pronounce for autonomy. There are good reasons, not 
unlike Xew York's for avoiding annexation to Brooklyn for sup­
posing that this may be the case. Crete released from Turkish 
rule and alone will have no debt while Greece is almost swamped 
by excessive financial burdens and extravagances, part of which 

would be thrown on Crete in the event of union. In fact sucli 
an arrangement woul i make Crete virgin soil to the Grecian 
tax-gatherer. The powers, however, say let both Turk and 
Greek withhold their hands and give the island an opportunity 
to consider and mature its own wishes. Surely thi« is fair. 

IF tha weather be fine au enormous crowd will witness the 
official acceptance by the City of the custody of the Grant 

Mausoleum. The occasion will serve to bring to the attention 
of a good many people a fact which uot everybody notices, viz.: 
that the upper West Side has taken on a grand and monumental 
air. Something of the effect of the several public or semi-public 
improvements planned for in that locality during the last half 
decade is now visible. St. Luke's Hospital, of course, is finished. 
The outlines of Columbia College are established. Barnard's 
College is more than roofed in. The Teacher's College remains 
amid its newer surroundings a charming piece of architectural 
work. Riverside Drive is one of the finest parkways in the 
world, and now Grant's Tomb serves as a monumental focus-
point at the northernmost extremity. Even when merely the 
buildiugs now erecting or planned for are completed the district 
will wear a very noble appearance and New Yorkers may be 
proud of it. It is a disgrace though, that the authorities do not 
take the Boulevard Parkwaysiu hand and develop them beyond 
the tin-can and dust-heap stage in which they are at present. 
Private enterprise has made the West Side what it is. The City 
should co-operate and do its part promptly. 

Building Loan Profits. 

THE real estate market at present has several weak spots 
wbich deserve to receive the careful attention of the trade. 

We do not refer to conditions that are the result of the general 
commercial depression and will pass away when business re­
vives. What we have in mind are special infirmities, diseases, 
we may say, of the system itself, which are workinggreat harm 
and are bound sooner or later to produce disastrous conse­
quences. 

One of the most marked of these evils is tbe Building Loan 
Operation. 

There is no necessity to define for our readers' understanding 
the system of enterprise which hinges upon this particular 
species of money-lending. Properly conducted it is legitimate 
enough. Undoubtedly it has been of benefit and has enabled 
builders possessed of little capital to successfully carry out op­
erations entirely beyond Ihe scope of their personal finances. 
A considerable part of the work done in building up the city 
has been advantageously based upon this system of loans. In 
the last few years, however, with the extension of the system, 
it has undergone a pernicious development, un(il to-day it is, 
broadly speaking, a very objectionable and dangerous form of 
enter()ri8e. In a majority of cases as practicedit has become 
a cunning, skilfully methodized form of legal cheating. It not 
only promotes disaster and bankruptcy but aims for that result. 

Certain classes of buDding operatiors are nowso honeycombed 
and undermined by it that they can no longer be regarded as in 
the category of bgitimate business enterprises. The time has 
come for plain speaking and vigorous action. We have to deal 
with a commercial form of piracy—financial wrecking. Builders 
—those who build to sell—are going down under it, walking the 
plank through its tyranny. Building material dealers are 
robbed by it under the guise of legitimate trade. 

The proportions which the enterprise has attained can be 
measured only by carelul inspection, because operations are ob­
scured by the practice now so common of putting only "nomi­
nal considerations" in deeds. This cloaks the transaction. 
When, however, we get behind this suppression of facts, the 
nature of the hidden scheme, its purpose and inevitable result 
are too plain to need further inquiry. The whole game is dis­
closed. We find on one side a Builder with a comi aratively 
small amount of capi'al engaging in an enterprise for wbich he 
must borrow a considerable part of the monev he needs. On the 
other side we find the Building Loan Operator supplying him 
wilh the funds required aud with the lot or lots upon which he 
is to build. Formerly, in the days of legitimate transactions, 
the land was turned over to the Builder at a price which gave 
the money lender a substantial but not extortionate profit of 
$1,000, $1,500 or $2,000 a lot according to circumstances. 
This apart from interest for borrowed money. It was possible 
then for a borrower to build with a reasouablf chance of success. 
This has all been changed. Tbe present system is effectively 
arranged to prevent any Such result. Let us take a recent 
example of what i-- done—a case which concerns a block of 
lots on the West Side. These were purchased a short time 
ago hy a Building Loan Operator for, say, $300,000. Only 
about $50,000 was paid down in cash: the rest remained on 
mortgage. Investigation shows that the parcel was bought at a 
fair market price. It was no particular bargain. Now, this 
block has since been disposed of to builders at the modest 
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advance of 200 per cent, ou the cash invested. In addition, 
arrangements have been made to furnish the confiding or 
necessitous builders with cash ou instal lments to aid them 
in their building operations. Of course this accommodation is 
adequately charged for, and, needless to point out, the inflated 
lot values a^'e amply secured to the Building Loan operator 
by purchase money mortgages which legally take iirecfdeuce 
over liens and other disagreeable coutiugeucies that might 
arise in the future to deprive the money lender of his little 
profit; 

I t hardly needs the foresight of a child to see the iuevitable 
result of a transaction composed of these elements. I t is noth-
iug bu t a t rap which sooner or later must close upou both what­
ever capital the builders personally possess aud upon the build-
i n g materials which dealers supply either in ignorance of t he 
•alctual facts or upon the good repute of the purchasers or upon 
specious promises or under the stress of competition. The 
inflated mortgages are a uet sufficiently capacious to gather in 
every dollar of equity or substance that unfortunately becomes 
attached to the property. Even if the builders perform a fine 

'feat of equilibrium aud complete their buildings without having 
met wreckage, their position is scarely be t te r thau if they had 
gone dowu. W h a t a u exaggerated price must they uu tupon their 
houses iu order to discharge their iuevitable indebtedness aud 
obtain a f e w dollar.^ for themselves. Under legit imate enter­
prise their competitors can sell mauy per ceut. cheaper than they 
"can. Is i t any wonder tha t with conditions of tbis sort the 
house market is inflated (for the speculative builder is the chief 
factor iu this market) aud pricci are demanded, which meas­
ured by a reasonable scale of values are ridiculous? Yon see 
moreover, not only does the building loan builder of necessity 
inflate the market, but his happier neighbor, hearing of the 
larger prices demanded for lots ueaiby. raises his prices or tr ies 
to. Thus, all arouud, artificial conditions are created. 

I t may be sa id: No builder is compelled to walk iuto the 
.building loan t rap . Tha t is t rue . But we kuow the roads to 
all forms of usury are mauy, and the allurements oti'ered to 
borrowers are sufficient to a t t rac t all but the bard-headed and 
experienced. Besides, a builder must build, and in the last few 
years, i t has come about tha t bui lding operations require a 
much larger amouut of capital than wasuecessary formerly, and 
•the building loan operator 's shop is the only open place where 
the builder can go for ready assistance. In addition the bad 
times that came in 1893 put a greater strain on builders than 
they had looked for. As a consequence many had to seek help, 
and thus by force made their first acquaintance with the build­
ing loan operator. 

Once within the circle of usury it is extremely difficult to 
withdraw. Every li t t le accident or mishap that occurs is an 
occasion for an increase of obligation. Ye.'*, the additional loan 
required will be granted to you, but the purchase of such and 
suoh lots at such and such a price will have to be a par t of the 
bargain. So it ruus . This method of usurious coercion is as 
old as human cupidity. Once started with money borrowed iu 
this manner the builder is compelled to keep going. He is run­
ning down hill and to keep upright he must keep moving. The 
day of reckoning comes wheu he stops. The system is a cumu­
lative one which carries it.s victim along with it until i t crushes 

• him, 
' The effect of the Euilding Loan system is clearly l i s ib le . One 

• after another in the last few years, the builders who were active 
a decade or more ago on the Wes t Side, East Side aud elsewhere 
have gone under and building material dealers have suffered 
heavily with them. Millions of dollars have gone into the 
purses of the building loau operators. They are practically the 
only ones wbo have made money. Their system is so extensive 
to-day and conditions are so favorable to their oijerations that 
they practically dominate the situatiou. 'I here is no doubt 
about the evil. I t is recognized and deplored by careful 
observers. Is i t uot t ime to look for some remedy ? 

Several courses suggest themselves bu t these we will discuss 
later on. 

THE courts have vitalized the municipal rapid ti'ansit plan 
again, at a moment when it had passed almost completely 

out of the mind of everybody. The decisiou affirming the con­
stitutionality of the existing law is of great force and value for 
the underground project, and puts everything that has been done 
so far in relation to it on a very solid base. Keal rapid transit , 
adequate to the gTowing needs of this city, is now positively 
within reach. Whether we shall get;,what we need is quite 
another thing. I t depeuds iu a large measure upon the strength 
of the active popular support tha t shall be given to the enter­
prise. So far the public have played chiefly the par t of bored 
spectators. II! they maintain their iudiiiereut at t i tude and 
merely " cuss" iu private tbo disgraceful inadequacies of transit 
in this city the underground road will never be built, or any 
other road. The natural euemies of the enterprise are now more 
jy.unerou8 than ever and they are [strong. Inactive they Lave 

never been. Municipal lapid transit will be stabbed somewhere 
uuless it be protected by a pronounced public opinion. The 
a p; I thy of real estate people wheu their interest in the pioject 
is so great has been from the first iucompreheusible. I t must 
be plain fo everyone that unless our transportat ion facilities be 
greatly improved we cannot have another West Side movement 
or any similar expansion. With things kept as they are, the 
city will grow slowly ou the outskirts and development will be 
coufined to replougliing old terri tory. The tall oilice building 
aud warehouse, the apartment house and the tenement will be 
the inevitable products everywhere of restricted conditions. 
Keal estate men ought to get togf ther lo consider the situation. 
They have a deep interest in it. The time is favorable for 
action if any is to be laken. It is possible now to adopt a policy 
either of support or of uou-support to muuicipal rapid transit . 
Shortly there will be uo choice. As with the Greater New York 
charter the th ing will be settled one way or the other and pro­
test or advocacy will be valueless. 

ILLINOIS has joined New York aud the growing band of 
states determined to prosecute commercial success. In the 

west, the object of attack is the depar tment store. This ini­
quitous modern way of doing busiuess turns out to be profit­
able and the necesjiity of scotching it must be obvious. As 
there are uot mauy enterprises in the country now making 
money the objects for legislative at tack are few enough, but 
wouldn't i t be well if, for the guidance of people at large, a law 
were passed everywhere specifically stat ing the percentage of 
profit a busiuess mau may str ive to obtain without fear of being 
hounded as a criminal. Some eoterprises, of course, nuist not 
under any circumstances be allowed to make money. I t is 
clearly the policy of the eountiy tbat railroads and all corpora­
tions performing a public service must be forced to carry on 
their affairs at a loss. Trus ts aud enterprises such as department 
stores, also must be conducted strictly on a charity basis . 
Surely, however, it would uot be contrary to good policy to 
permit a few individuals to b-gally str ive for a small dividend 
ou capital invested, particularly as the perii:ission would be in 
the main purely formal, as Congress can certainly be t rusted to 
npset their calculatious by an orderly succession of j ingo resolu­
tions, currency crazes and tariff' t inkerings. Some people, how­
ever, have a weakness 'ibout uot being engaged in criminal 
pursuits and by passing laws such as we suggest legislators 
would pander to this sent iment without materiall.v increasing 
the wealth of the country. That , of course, is to be avoided. 
When all our people have beeu regimented into a vast Coxey 
army of incapables and indigents these laws, if obnoxious to the 
fine sense of poverty, conld be repealed. 

Manufacturing Laws. 

Albany, April 1.—While the Greater New Tork Charter is in the 
hands of the Mayors of New Tork, Brooklyn and Long Island City 
it is significant that a large number of bills have been introduced 
amending that very instrument. One of these, ludicrously enough, 
is one entire section of the Charter which was accidentally left 
out by the State Printer. 

A good many bills also have been introduced which are plainly 
intended to forestall the Charter by throwing upon the shoulders 
of New Tork certain great expenses, or to secure control of great 
works. Among the latter a Grand Concourse bill is being rushed 
through the leg'islature, creating a commission of five persons to 
expend $15,000,000 possibly upon that work. This measure 
passed the Assembly to-day. 

The Senate has passed the past week Senator Page's bill lim­
iting the height of dwelling houses in New Tork City to 70 feet on 
streets' 70 feet wide and SO feet on streets exceeding 70 feet in 
width. The height of all other buildings is limited so that the 
top of the buildings shall be within a line drawn from the oppo­
site side of the street from a point 30 feet above the curb and in­
clining over the site of such building with a slope rising 2 feet for 
every one foot of such line. 

The Senate has also passed the following bills: 
Senator Wieraan's, providing for a depression of the tracks of 

the Long Island Railroad Company, on Atlantic avenue, which 
will involve Brooklyn, and, therefore. Greater New Tork, in an 
expenditure of $1,500,000. 

Senator Ford's, providing for the extension of the Riverside 
Drive to the Boulevard Lafayette. 

Senator Matthewson's, providing for the construction and im­
provement of Spuyten Duyvil Parkway and the streets connect­
ing the same with Broadway. 

Senator Burns', creating a Bronx Valley Sewerage Commission. 
Senator Guy's, providing for the widening of East 161st street, 

from Elton avenue to Mott avenue. 
Senator Ford's, providing for the improvement and completion 

of Riverside Park. 
Senator Guy's, providing for the improvement of that portion 

of Crotona Park on which is located a public building. 
Assemblyman Husled's, permitting the building of dwelling 

houses in New Tork to a height of 75 feet. 
The Assenibly passed this week Mr. Dudley's important bill, !m-
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n t t o . 
No . 

10 

11 
12 
1 3 
3 1 

6 7 
68 
69 

102 

103 

165 
116 
116 
158 

162 
197 
216 
2 4 1 

255 
276 
2 8 5 
344 
322 

459 
457 
394 
404 

4 2 3 
434' 

4 0 5 
474 
473 
4 7 0 
518 
469 
472 

4 7 1 
4 8 5 
483 
484 
497 
49?i 
526 
514 

524 
597 
598 
6 1 1 
634 
635 
647 
648 
649 

677 
676 
691 
692 

715 
712 
710 

7 2 3 
7 3 5 

7 2 2 
7 2 1 
744 
7 4 5 
7 8 1 
796 
837 
869 
867 
873 
872 
8 0 1 
928 

897 
905 
938 
939 

Sena to r . 

B r u s h 

MoNul ty 
M c N u l t y 
M c N u l t y 
Guy 

P a g e 
PaRO 
P a g e 

M u u z i n g e r 

F o r d 

P a g e 
P a g e 
G u y 
P a v e y 

Guy 
P a g e 
F o r d 
C a n t o r 

F o r d 
G n y 
K o e h l e r 
Coggesha l l 
A h e a r n 

B u r n s 
G r a d y 
B u r n s 
G u y 

B u r n s 
F o r d 

G u y 
G u y 
G u y 
P a g e 
P a g e 
P a g e 
G u y 

G a y 
F o r d 
M a r t i n 
P a g o 
C a n t o r 
F e a t h e r s o n 
Sul l ivau 
W r a y 

J o h n s o n 
G n y 
G u y 
F o r d 
Guy 
G u y 
G u y 
r . u y 
G u y 

P a g e 
P a g e 
G u y 
G u y 

F e a t h e r s o n 
W r a y 
F o r d 

G u y 
P a g e 

Cau tor 
C a n t o r 
G u y 
Guy 
Guy 
G u y 
F e a t h e r s o n 
Guy 
W r a y 
Guy 
G u y 
A h e a r n 
B u r n s 

C a n t o r 
P a g e 
F o r d 
F o r d 

' r i n t e i 
No. 

10 

11 
12 
13 
3 1 

67 
68 
69 

102 

103 

170 
115 
116 
158 

162 
202 
223 
2 4 8 

2 6 1 
2 9 1 
300 
359 
336 

502 
5 0 1 
424 
434 

4 5 7 
4 6 8 

4 3 5 
524 
523 
520 
580 
519 
522 

521 
5 3 5 
533 
534 
.•i51 
549 
587 
576 

595 
683 
684 
698 
7 2 0 
7 2 1 
733 
734 
735 

779 
7 4 8 
805 
806 

S2!) 
825 
823 

8 4 3 
854 

842 
8 4 1 
874 
875 
915 
9 4 1 
992 

1 0 1 6 
1044 
1050 
1049 

954 
1136 

1100 
1113 
1 1 5 4 
1155 

OhEu-aoterof BiU. 

SBNATB BILLS. 

?e?;^r --"^'-" 
Keierenoe. 2d reading. 

Ordered to 
3d reading. 

Arrived Passed 
iu by 

Assembly. Assembly 
Water Commiasion to ohtain water for Greater 

New TorB. 
Authorizing cities to huy railroads. 
Authorizing oities lo huy lighting plant. 
Limiting life of a franchise to 25 years. 
Authorizing use of 7th Av. Bridge by a street 

railway. 
Bxolndiug vehicles from pa r t s north of - 9th et. 
Gives ParH Department control of West 86th at. 
RatiSee action Board of Street Opening in laying 

out Kiipatrick square. 
No local assessment on park weat of 9th av, and 

between 30th and 40th sts 
Adveitisements prohibited within 350 feet of a 

park. 
In relation to high buildiugs. 
Authorizes private eprinklingconcerns. 
Appropriating money for a bridge at East 233d st. 
Authorizing purohase as a park of Jones'Wood 

property. 
Authorizing paving of Jerome av. for !E200,000. 
Inspector of Builclins may he a civil engineei' 
Improvement anil extension of Riverside Paik. 
EstablisliiDg boundaries of Ft. Washington Ridge 

road. 
Changing grade of Weet I35lh at. 
AuthoriKing purchase ot land for 3d Av. Bridge, 
AnnesiugLonglslanctCily toNew York. 
Appraisal of contingent future estates. 
For the protection of persons passing by liuiltl-

inga in course of erection. 
Bronx River Commission. 
Brons River Commiasion. 
Bridge over the Bronx at WilUamsbridse. 
AuEUoriziug huyin? of land for court hoir-^e at 

East 161st St. and 3d av. 
Providing tor a Oiiurt bouse at Main at. 
Exempting land corpoj;aliona from tbe taxation 

of their capital stock. 
New park at Cedar av. aud 181st Pt. 
Providing tor a Grand Concourse Commission, 
Appraisal reports ou St. Nich,-ilas Park. 
Limiting heiglir of buildings. 
Limiting height of buildings. 
AutbonzingTjiioths about Wasbington Market. 
For a bridge over the Harlem R.R at ivielrose and 

Weh-oter avs. 
EstendingEast 18 J tb st. frora Webster tn Third ,iv. 
Fining owners of buIldiuKs for tirea in chimneys. 
New park at 10th av. and 20lh st. 
Giving Park Department control of cer lain at reels. 
PrcividiDg for removal of i2it St. Reservoir. 
Probiltitinsr railrr>ad iu East 67th si. 
Providing for registraliouof maaons and builders. 
Exempting certain walla of buildings from re­

moval. 
AmendluiT phimbers' registration act. 
Improvement of Spuyten Duyvil Parkway. 
Cbaugiug Krat^e of Fordbam Parkway. 
Extension of Auisterdam av 
Provldiu.s for extension of Briggs av. 
For the improvement of St. James pl. 
Providing for tbe improvement ot Crotona Park. 
Completion of Wllliamshridge sewer system. 
In relatiou to manner of payments tor public im-

priivements. 
Autborizine extension of porches of buildings. 
Pro. iding for the registraiion of stcaratitters. 
AutlioriKing widening of Webster av. 
Incorporating New York Realty and Bond Ex­

ch a ogH Co. 
Ratifying laying out of East Rivi-r Park. 
Provi't ing for sanitary school hiusea. 
Providing for tbe extension of tho Riverside 

Drive. 
Providing for parlrat Southern Boulevard. 
Providing for tbe enlargement of Museum of Nat­

ural History. 
Provliliug for four high schools. 
Providmg for Graud Concourse. 
Toestabhsb Boscobel pl. 
b'or rhc widening of Washiugton av. 
In relation to condemnation of laud. 
Altering Eaat 139th st. 
A in ending tenement bouse law. 
Widening East 161et st. 
Iu regard to real estate of East Eiver Bridge. 
For the widening of Mott av. 
In regardto window openings of tenement houses. 
Appropriating .^50,000 for new police court, 
Annexing portions of Yonkera aud Mt, Vernon to 

New York. 
To refund Lexington av. assessnieuta. 
Improvement of Zoological Garden. 
For the care of General Grant's tomb. 
Taxing pncumaMc tube companies 3 per ceut. 

Piuanoe 
Railroads 

, Cltiea 
Cities 

Citiea 
Cities 

Cities 

Cities Feb. 26 

Cities 

Citiea 
Citiea 
Cities Mar.26 
Cities 
Cities 
Citiea Jau 28 
Cities 
Cilies Mar 24 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities 
Codes 

Cities Feb. 26 
Cities Mar,24 
Cities 
Cilies 

Cities Mar.lO 
Cities 

Cities' Mar.lO 
Cilies 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities Mar. 3 
Cities 

Cities 
Ciiiea Mar. 5 
Cities 
Citiea 
Cities 
Cities 

Riilroads 
Citiea 

Cities 
Pub.Health 

Cities 
Citiea 
Cities 
Cities 
Citiea 
Cities Mar 24 
Citiea Mar. 15 

Cities 
Cities Mar. 1 
Cities 
Cities 

Judiciary 
Citie.'i 

Judiciary Apr. 1 

Cities Mar.26 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities 
Cilies 
Cities 
Cities 
Cilies 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities Mar,24 
Cities Mar.31 
Cities Mar,31 
Cilies 
Cities Mar.24 

Cities 
Cities 
Cities 
Cities Mar,31 
Cities Mar.31 

Mar. 3 Mar. 8 Mar. 9 Mar.22 

Mar.29 

Feb. 3 (Assembly bill substituted) 

MaV,'29 M*ar.31 Apr.' i* 

Mar. 3 Mat. 8 Mar. 9 Mar.18 
Mar.25 Mar.29 Mar,30 ' 

Mar.l2 Mar.l7 Mar.18 Mar.25 

Mar.18 Mar.26 

Mar. 8 Mar.lO Mar.lO Mar.25 

Mar.29 Mar,31 Apr. 1 
Mar.18 

Mar. 4 Mar.l2 Mar.lS Var.22 

Mar.31 

Mar.29 Mar.31 Apr. 1 

pos ing a g r a d u a t e d t a x on inher i t ances . I t is avowedly based on 
the g r a d u a t e d inhe r i t ance t a x l aws of Eng land , P r u s s i a a n d o ther 
E u r o p e a n na t ions . Comptrol ler Rober t s sugges t ed it in his a n ­
n u a l r epor t , and now s a y s t h a t if it becomes a law it will add 
$4,000,000 to the income of the S ta te . T h e m e a s u r e h a s a n in te r ­
est to the res iden ts in N e w York, because the he i r s of i t s r ich 
men pay mos t of the inhe r i t ance tax . 

Th i s bill provides t h a t whe re persona l e s t a t e is subjec t to a 
t r ans f e r t a x of 5%, one per c e n t u m addi t ional shal l be collected 
for each $250,000 or major f ract ion thereof above $500,000 
up to $3,000,000, beyond which the t a x sha l l be 1S%. W h e r e per­
sonal e s t a t e is subject to a t r ans f e r t a x of 1%, one-half of one per 
cen t addi t ional shal l be collected for each addi t ional ,$2.'>0.000 or 
major f ract ion thereof above .');i.000,00O up to $2,500,000, and a 
fu r the r addi t ional t ax of 1% for each addi t ional $250,000 or 
ma jo r fract ion therof up to .$4,000,000, above which a m o u n t the 
t a x is to be 10%. 

T h e Assembly h a s also passed Mr. Leona rd ' s bill (vetoed by 
Mayor St rong) providing t h a t t r u c k m e n in the City of N e w 
T o r k m a y erect booths in front of the i r places of bus iness . 

A s s e m b l y m a n Adler ' s bill, providing for the erection of a jai l 
and cour thouse on the s i te of the Essex M a r k e t Police Court , a t 
a cost of $600,000. 

Mr. Aus t in ' s bill, p rov id ing t h a t if an exter ior wal l of a n y bui ld­
ing In New T o r k City ex tends out over the street , not over 10 
Inches, it s ta l l no t be removed by order of the c i ty au thor i t i e s 

un less proceedings a r e begun wi th in a y e a r a f t e r the p a s s a g e of 
the act . 

Mr. Aus t in ' s bill, p rov id ing for the l a y i n g of add i t iona l w a t e r 
m a i n s a n d e rec t ing addi t iona l p u m p i n g mach ines in the City of 
N e w Tork . 

H . T. A n d r e w s ' bill, p rovid ing for the complet ion of the Cr im­
inal Cour t Bui ld ing . 

A s s e m b l y m a n R h e i n h a r d ' s bill, p rov id ing for a new p a r k in the 
10th W a r d . 

T h e following bills have been in t roduced th i s week: 
Sena to r McNul ty .—Int roduc tory No. 1005, in re la t ion to the use 

of docks for recreat ion pu rposes ; a m e n d i n g the Grea t e r New York 
C h a r t e r in t h a t regard . 

Sena tor Sul l ivan .—Int roduc tory No. 1016 (Assembly I n t r o d u c ­
tory 1582), to provide for the erection of a bu i ld ing for t h e J u s ­
tice of the City Cour t in the City of N e w Tork , and for o ther 
cour t purposes . T h e bu i ld ing to be erected upon Cen t re M a r k e t 
in N e w T o r k City. 

Sena to r S t r a n a h a n . — I n t r o d u c t o r y No. 1030, p rov id ing for the 
i ssuing at once of $6,000,000 in dock bonds for the improvemen t 
of the docks and w h a r v e s of t h e Ci ty 'of N e w Tork . 

Sena to r Ahea rn ,—In t roduc to ry No. 1029, to provide for the con­
s t ruc t ion of an e levator in the vicini ty of Rose and Gold s t ree t s , 
in N e w T o r k City, to c a r r y the p a s s e n g e r s from the s t r ee t to the 
p r o m e n a d e of the Brooklyn Br idge. 

Sena to r Guy.—Int roduc tory No. 1019. to au tho r i ze the a l t e r a t i on 
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of s e c t i o n 6 of t h e P i n a l 
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Record and Guide 
ASSKMBLT BILLS, 

C h a r a c t e r of Bill. 

R e d u c i n g t h e pr ice of g a s t o 75 c e n t s a t h o u s a n d . 
Reg iUa tmg t h e he igh t of bu i ld ings . 
R a t i f y i n g t b e l a y i n g o u t of a. p a r k a t 27t l i s t . a n d 

IOth nv 
G r a n t i n g p e r m i t t o t r u c k m e n w i t h i n t h e s toop 

l ine . 
E x t e n d i n g t h e g r a d e o t W e s t 135bh st . t h r o u g h St. 

Nicholaa P a r k . 
A m e n d i n g t h e 23d Ward P a r k Ac t . 
P r o v i d i n g for r e m o v a l of t e l e p h o n e wi res from 

A m s t e r d a m av . 
P r o v i d i n g for e x t e n s i o n of B r o a d w a y t o K i n g s -

br idge r o a d . 
R e p e a l i n g law p r o h i b i t i n g r a i l r o a d in Cha r l e s or 

P e r r y sta. 
L i m i t i n g t h e h e i g h t of bu i ld ings 
P r o v i d i n g for ex t ena ion of R l r e r s i d c D r i v e t o 

S p u y t e n D u y v i l Creek. 
A u t h o r i z i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n of t w o a d d i t i o n a l 

b r idges . 
A u t h o r i z i n g l e a s i n g of s t a n d s in Vesey at . 
H o t e l s of a c e r t a i n h e i g h t t o be fireproof. 
Es t ab l i shes a p u b l i c p l a c e a t T r e m o n t a n d Web­

s t e r av . 
A p p r o p r i a t i n g $50 ,000 a d d i t i o n a l for 3d A T . 

B r i d g e . 
A u t h o r i z i n g acqt i ia i t ion of l a n d for E a s t R i v e r 

B r l d s e . 
P r o v i d i n g for c o m p l e t i e n of R ive r s ide Parjr . 
R e a l e a t a t e t o be d e e m e d v a c a n t for one > e a r 

a f t e r p l a n s a r e filed for e r e c t i o n of a bu i ld ing 
u p o n ft. 

A u t h o r i z i n g t o oonflrm r e p o r t on l a n d s t a k e n for 
a d r i v e w a y . 

P r o v i d i n g for t h e i m p r o v e m e n t of t e n e m e n t 
h o u s e s . 

P r o v i d i n g p a y m e n t for l a n d t a k e n for A p p e l l a t e 
S u p r e m e C o u r t . 

P r o v i d i n g for e n c l o s u r e s in f ron t of bu i ld ings 
u n d e r c o n a t r u o t i o u — f o r t h e p ro t ec t i on of pedea-
t r ia i i s . 

A p p r o p r i a t i n g $600 ,000 for n e w E s s e x M a r k e t 
C o u r t H o u s e and Pr i son . 

A m e n d i n g rea l p r o p e r t y l a w in r e l a t i o n t o con­
v e y a n c e s . 

I n r e l a t i o n to s a f e g u a r d s for e l e v a t o r s . 
A u t h o r i z i n g o p e n i n g o f s t r e e t s w i i h o u t t h e c o n s e n t 

of a b u t t i n g o w n e r s of p r o p e r t y . 
P r o v i d i n g for a p a r k a t Sedgwick av . and E a s t 

i 8 l B t at . 

Kererence . ^n r ead ing . 
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Ci t ies 

Ci t ies 
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Ci t ies 
Cit ies 

Ci t ies 

Ci t ies 

Cit ies 
Cit ies 

Cit ies 

Ci t ies 
Cit ies 
C i t i e s 

Cit ies 

Citiea 

Ci t ies 
Ci t ies 

Cit ies 

Citiea 

Ci t ies 

C i t i e s 

Ci t ies 

Cit ies 

Cit ies 
G e n e r a l Law 

Ci t ies 

Ci t ies 

F e b . l 

M a r . l 2 
F e h . 2 

Mar . 17 

J a n . 29 

J a n . 12 

J a n . 19 

Feb , 17 

F e b . 1 

F e b . 10 

F e b . 1 0 

F e b . 3 

P e b 3 

Feb . 10 

M a r . l O 

F e h . 4 
3 M a r . l 2 

F e b 1 0 

M a r . l O 
I n r e l a t i o n t o l icenses of bo i l e r e n g i n e e r s . Ways and Means 
P r o v i d i n g f o r t h e r e p a v e m e n t of c e r t a in s t r e e t s . 

To p u r c h a s e t h e J o n e s ' Woods p r o p e r t y for a pa rk . 
I n r e l a t i o n t o t h e Av. B a s s e s s m e n t . 
I m p o s i n g a t a x on i n h e r i t o r s of r e a l a n d p e r s o n a l 

p r o p e r t y . 
I n r e l a t i o n to ac t ions t o r e c o v e r r e a l p r o p e r t y . 
A u t h o r i z i n g a l t e r a t i o n of m a p s of 23d and 2 4 t h 

Wards . 
Coiiifying t b e l a w s r e l a t i n g to m e c h a n i c s ' l iens. 
C h a n g i n g g r a d e of Webs te r av . a t K i u g s b r i d g e r d . 
E x e m p t i n g r e a l e s t a t e c o m p a n i e s f rom t a x a t i o n . 

Giv ing P a r k D e p a r t m e n t j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r W e s t 
86 th St. 

P r o v i d i n g for l a y i n g ou t of P a r k a t 2 0 t h st . a n d 
10 th av . 

A i n e u d i n p m e c h a n i c s ' l ien l aws . 
Prov id iu . " for n e w c o u r t h o u s e on Main s t . 
R e l a t i n g t o w o m e n ' s o w n e r s h i p of r e a l e s t a t e . 
P r o v i d i n g for i n v e s t i g a t i o n of cost of m u n i c i p a l 

gaa p l a n t s . 
P r o v i d i n g for br idge o v e r B r o n x R i v e r a t Wood-

la^vn S t a t i o n . 
New p a r k a t St . A n n ' s av . and C a r r st . 
B r o n x Rive r Sewerage Commiss ion . 
P r o v i d i n g for r e m o v a l of 42d St. Rese rvo i r . 
A u t h o r i z i n g boo ths a r o u n d W a s h i n g t o n Marke t . 
P r o v i d i n g for t h e c o u d e m n a t i o n of l a n d fo rpub l io 

p u r p o s e s . 
P r o v i d i n g for p a v i n g of 9 t h av . from 1 4 t h to 

6 0 t h St. 
E x t e n d i n g E a s t 189tU st, f rom Webs te r av . t o 3d 

av . 
To p r o t e c t w a l l s f rom r e m o v a l . 
E x e m p t i n g m o r t g a g e s f rom t a x a t i o n . 

R e g i s t r a t i o n of p l u m b e r s . 
A u t h o r i z i n g b o o t h s for p u b l i c comfor t . 
Fo r t h e o p e n i n g of 6 0 t h s t . 
A n n e x i n g Mt. Vernon to New Y o r k . 
I n c o r p o r a i i n g New York R e a l t y a n d B o n d E x ­

c h a n g e Co. 
F o r o p e n i n g o f E a s t 1.571h st . 
A p p r o p r i a t i n g $350 ,000 for p a r k i m p r o v e m e n t s . 
PrOYidinEr for four n e w h igh schools . 
Fo r o p e n i n g of publ ic p l ace off of E a s t 161s t st . 
P r o v i d i n g for br idgea o v e r r a i l w a y a in a n n e x e d 

d i s t r i c t . 
P r o p o s e d m e c h a n i c s ' i ien l a w . 
Fo r p a v i n g P a r k av . n o r t h of 1 OGth s t . 
C o n c e r n i n g E a a t R i v e r P a r k a s s e s s m e n t s . 
A n n e x i n g M o u n t Vernon a n d Yonkers . 
E x t e n d i n g B r i g s s av . 
I n r e g a r d to r e a l e s t a t e of E a s t R i v e r Br idge Co. 
To open W e s t 53ci s t . to N o r t h R ive r from 1 i t h av. 
To a l t e r E a a t 161s t St. 
F o o t h r i d e e a t P a r k av . a n d lOOth s t 
To i m p r o v e Zoological G a r d e n s in B r o n x P a r k , 
I o t a s p n e u m a t i c t u h e c o m u a n i e s . 
To c r e a t e t h e ' ( ta te or M a n h a t t a n . 

M a p s a n d P r o f i l e s of t h e 2 3 d a n d 2 4 t h c l a 
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Mar, 17 
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Mar 34 
M a r . 2 6 
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M a r .2 5 
Apr , 1 

Orde red to 
3 d r e a d i n g . 

F e b . 3 

Ma t . 17 
Feb. 4 

M a r . 1 8 

Feb . 1 

J a n . 15 

J a n . 20 

P e b . 22 

P e b . 4 

P e b . 11 

P e b . 1 5 

F e b . 4 

Feb . 4 

F e b . l l 

M a r . l 5 

Feb . 9 

F e b . 16 

M a r . l 5 

F e b 1 1 

Mar .22 
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F e b . 2 3 
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F e b . 1 8 

Feh . 18 
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Mar .18 
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M a r 26 
Mar, 29 
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^yi 

P a s s e d . 

Feb . 16 

F e b . 9 

F e h . 10 

F e b - 1 1 

M a r . l O 

F e b . l l 

P e b . 2 3 

F e b . l l 

P e b . 9 

M a r . 3 0 

F e b . 17 

F e b . 1 8 

Mar -18 

F e b . 15 

Mar. 29 

F e b - 2 4 

F e b . 2 2 

........ 
Feb . 22 
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Mar . 34 

M a r . 3 0 

Ma.r.22 
M a r . 2 9 
Apr . 1 
M a r . 2 2 

M a r . 3 1 

Mar . 30 
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Apri! 3, 1897. 

A r r i v e d P a s s e d 
in by 

Sena te . S e n a t e . 

F e b . 1 7 Mar . 8 

(in G o v e r n o r ' s h a n d s ) 

F e b . 11 Mar . 2 
(m G o v e r n o r ' s bands ) 

F e b . l l M a r . 2 3 

^^^M 
f^^M 

Feb 11 
(in G o v e r n o r ' s hands ) 

F e b . 16 Mar . 2 
(in G o v e r n o r ' s bande ) 

Mar .30 

F e b . 25 M a r . 1 6 

F e b . 2 3 M a r . 1 6 

F e b . 2 3 M a r . 1 6 
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^̂ f 

M a r , 2 5 1 
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^1 
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M a r . 3 0 1 

^ ^ H 

M a r . 3 0 

• i n g t h a t t h e D o c k D e p a r t m e n t of G r e a t e r N e w T o r k s h a l l 
t h e r e o n t h e e x t e n s i o n of B a s t 1 6 4 t h h a v e n o c o n t r o l of p r i v a t e d o c k p r o p e r t y a l o n g t h e w a t e r f r o n t 

f r o m T r i n i t y a v e n u e t o S t e b b i n s a v e n u e i n N e w T o r k C i t y . of Q u e e n s a n d K i n g s c o u n t i e s . 
S e n a t o r F o r d . — I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1 0 5 3 , p r o v i d i n g t h a t m o r e t h a n A s s e m b l y m a n M a t t h e w s o n . — I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1544, t o p r o v i d e 

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n a n y o n e y e a r m a y b e a p p l i e d t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of M o s h o l u P a r k w a y , b e -
t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n A r t M u s e u m B u i l d i n g in C e n t r a l t w e e n V a n C o r t l a n d t P a r k a n d B r o n x P a r k 
P a r k . 

i n t h e C i t y o f N e w 
Y o r k , a n d a p p r o p r i a t i n g $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . 

S e n a t o r S t r a n a h a n . — I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1 0 6 2 , A s s e m b l y m a n A u s - A s s e m b l y m a n F o r e s t e t . — I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 
t i n ( A s s e m b l y I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1 6 3 0 ) , a m e n d i n g R a p i d T r a n s i t t h e P u b l i c V e n d i n g a n d I n f o r m a t i o n 
L a w s o a s t o a l l o w t h e B o a r d of R a p i d T r a n s i t C o m m i s s i o n e r s g r a n t i n g t o t h e 
t o l a y o u t p l a n s a n d d o b u s i n e s s p r i o r t o t h e c o n s e n t s of p r o p e r t y gu i 
o w n e r s . T h i s w i l l s a v e t b e c i t y isix m o n t h s o f t i m e in t h e c o n - a n d 
s t r u c t f o n of t h e u n d e r g r o u n d r o a d . ^ 

s e n a t o r w r a y . ^ I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1000 , a p r o p o s e d s u b s t i t u t e fo r 

t a b l e a c c o m 

1 5 1 8 , i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
C o m p a n y of N e w T o r k , a n d ' 

s a i d c o m p a n y p r i v i l e g e s f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
m o d a t i o n s u n d e r n e a t h e l e v a t e d r a i l w a y s t a i r c a s e s 

in o t h e r p l a c e s , f o r t h e v e n d i n g of a r t i c l e s 
s s e m b l y m a r M a t t h e w s o n . — I n t r o d u c t o r y N o . 1 5 4 7 , t o p r o v i d e 

a b r i d s e a n d a p p r o a c l e s o v e r t h e B r o n x R i v e r , a n d t h e t r a c k s 
f o r S e c t i o n 859 . T i t l e IT. C h a p t e r X V I o f t h e G r e a t e r N e w T o r k of t h e N e w T o r k & H a r l e m R a i l r o a d i n t h e C i t y o f N o w Y o r k . 
C h a r t e r , r e l a t i n g t o D o c k s , P i e r s , H a r b o r s a n d W a t e r s , b y d e - A s s e m b l y m a n M a t t h e w e o n . - I n t r o d u c t o r y N o , 1 5 1 ? . t o l a y o u t 
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a n d es tab l i sh a publ ic p a r k in t h e 24 th W a r d of t h e City of N e w 
Tork , to be bounded by the Mosholu P a r k w a y t h e H a r l e m Ra i l ­
road , Sou the rn Boulevard and W e b s t e r avenue . 

A s s e m b l y m a n Mat thewson .—In t roduc to ry No, 1546, to acqu i r e 
titles, widen, open a n d improve Mot t a v e n u e , b e i n g t h e lower a p ­
p roach to the G r a n d Bou leva rd a n d Concourse in t h e 23d W a r d of 
N e w T o r k City. 

A s s e m b l y m a n Dempsey .—In t roduc to ry No. 1517, to p ro tec t m e ­
chanics a n d l abore r s by r equ i r ing a deposit by bui lders , w i th the 
City Chamber la in , a n a m o u n t equa l to 10% of the e s t i m a t e d 
cost of the proposed s t r u c t u r e . 

A s s e m b l y m a n Re inha rd .—In t roduc to ry No. 1579, to lay ou t a n d 
eBtablish a publ ic p a r k In t h e 23d W a r d of t h e City of N e w Tork , 
to be k n o w n a s Woody Cres t P a r k , a n d for the I m p r o v e m e n t of 
the s ame , to be bounded b y Jferome, Anderson , a n d M a r c h e r a v e ­
nues . 

A s s e m b l y m a n Mat thewson .—In t roduc to ry No. 1610, to provide 
for t h e e s t ab l i shmen t of Boscobel p lace n e a r the eas te r ly end of 
t h e W a s h i n g t o n Br idge in the 24th W a r d of the Ci ty of New Tork . 
S imi lar to S e n a t e I n t r o d u c t o r y No. 744, by Sena to r Guy. 

A s s e m b l y m a n Mat thewson .—In t roduc to ry No. 1611, to a u t h o r ­
ize the a l t e r a t i on of Section 10 of the F i n a l M a p a n d Profiles of 
t h e 23d a n d 24th W a r d s of the City of N e w Tork , by showing 
thereon t h e extens ion of Cl inton place, from G r a n d avenue to 
J e r o m e avenue , in t h e City of New Tork . 

Aissemblyman Aus t in .—In t roduc to ry No. 1632, to a u t h o r i z e the 
City au tho r i t i e s to open, widen, a n d ex tend E l m s t r ee t In City 
H a l l p lace, n e a r C h a m b e r s s t r ee t to G r e a t J o n e s s t ree t , opposi te 
L a f a y e t t e p lace in t h e 6th, 14th a n d 15th W a r d s of t h e Ci ty of 
N e w York. 

A s s e m b l y m a n Mat thewson .—In t roduc to ry No. 1612, for t h e 
opening of Depo t place in the 23d W a r d of the City of N e w Tork . 
S imi la r to S e n a t e Bill, I n t r o d u c t o r y No. 743, by Sena to r Guy. 

A s s e m b l y m a n Aus t in .—In t roduc to ry No. 1623, p rov id ing for the 
ex tens ion of t h e Met ropol i t an M u s e u m of A r t Bui ld ing in Cen­
t r a l P a r k . Iden t i ca l w i th S e n a t o r F o r d ' s bill, I n t r o d u c t o r y No. 
1053. 

Mayor Strong and the Charter. 
M a y o r S t r o n g opened a ser ies of public h e a r i n g s on t h e C h a r ­

te r for G r e a t e r N e w T o r k on T h u r s d a y by g iv ing an oppor tun i ty 
to the opposit ion to e x p r e s s i t s v iews , a n d the re w a s a l a rge a n d 
influential g a t h e r i n g , inc luding r ep resen ta t ives of the B a r Asso­
ciation, Union L e a g u e a n d City Clubs, R e a l E s t a t e a n d o ther ex­
changes , t h e b u r d e n of whose a d d r e s s w a s "do no th ing has t i ly ; 
g ives us t ime t o t h i n k well of w h a t w e a r e doing." 

T h e s u p p o r t e r s of the c h a r t e r a r e to be hea rd to -day or Mon­
day . Such a g a t h e r i n g of e m i n e n t ci t izens and of r ep re sen t a t i ve 
assoc ia t ions all uni ted In m a k i n g one reques t w a s ve ry significant 
of the a c t u a l feel ing of N e w T o r k Ci ty on the m a t t e r of consoUda-
tlon. As one s p e a k e r expressed it, t he re w a s no t an associa t ion 
concerned in t h e wel fare of the c i ty non-pol i t ical in cha rac te r , 
t h a t h a d no t condemned t h e cha r t e r . 

Mr. Alfred E . Mar l ing , who, bes ides h a v i n g done y o e m a n ' s 
work In ass i s t ing to un i t e the opposi t ion to t h e char te r , so t h a t i t s 
full force and significance m i g h t be apprec ia ted by Mayor S t rong , 
w a s In a t t e n d a n c e on both T h u r s d a y and yes te rday , and in t h e 
course of the proceedings m a d e the following a d d r e s s : ' 

Mr. Mayor, I appear before yo'j. to-day as the President of the Real 
Estate Exchange, a corporatiou which, it is computed, represents among its 
niembera taxable real estate in this city amounting to one thousand millions 
of dollars. This vast sum is represented either by the actual ownership 
of members, or by those who have its administration committed to their 
care as agents, or as mortgagees who have loaned on property in this cicy. 
We are, therefore, intimately interested In the propoaed charter for Greater 
New York. The hulk of tha burdens of this city falls on our shoulders, aud 
we have a right to ask from the Legislature, and from you, Mr. Mayor 
that before this charter receives the sanction of your approval, you shall 
see that those by whom you have been elected and by whose votes you are 
to-day the Mayor of the City of New York, are not to unjustly sufEer by the 
propoaed charter. 

The clauae in the charter to which we are chiefly opposed is section 899. 
which provides that the Board of Taxes and Assessments shall establish a 
jUBt equal relation between the valuations of property ia each borough 
and throughout the entire city. Heretofore taxpayers in the City of New 
York have been assessed at a rate considerably less than the other boroughs 
now propoaed to be consolidated with the present City of New York. As 
the charter stands at present, the taxpayers of the present City o t N e w 
York will suffer In two directions. In the first place, they will have the 
present asseasment put up, so as to assimilate them with other boroughs 
iesB conservative in their management, and in the second place, they will 
be called upon to' bear their quota In the improvements of districts which 
have scarcely yet emerged from the rural condition, ao that whatever 
may bo the result of this charter towards the outlying diatricta, towards 
the City of New York, as at present constituted, it Involves a largely in­
creased taxation. 

The fact that, before the prlnter'a ink Is dry, many n»w bills to alter the 
charter are before the Legislature, ought to be a convincing proof that the 
present measure Is imperfect iu Its details. A perfect avalanche of law 
awaits U3, to define the meaning and to provide tor contingencies at preaent 
not contemplated. The cost of this will have to be borne by the taxpayers. 
We therefore reach the following conclusions: 

First, that a measure which will add so greatly and unjustly to the bur­
dens of the taxpayers of this city, should uot be passed without providing 
for a proper adjustment of such burdens. 

Second, that a measure which haa in It so many defects, and which, in 
Borne Instances, is difficult o( interpretation, should be revised and corrected 
before it is enacted into law. 

Third, we believe that to practically throw these communities Into one, at 
thia time and In this way, will lead to endleas confusion and litigation, and 
win retard public improvements in this city, and that In our judgment no 
substantial arguments can be presented why this charter, with Its evident 
errors and defects, should be violently imposed upon this community at this 
time. Wo ara not aware of any popular demand on tho part ol the citizens 

ot this city, to have this charter go Into efiect ao soon as January 1, 1898. 
We therefore respectfully req.uest you as the Mayor of thia city, to return 
this charter to Albany with your disapproval, in order that our citizens may 
have more time to consider its provisions, and that the charter Itseif may 
be revjsed and corrected. 

* 

Employera and Workmen ' s Quarrels, 

T h e p re sen t t rouble in the bui ld ing t r ade , a r i s i n g from a v e r y 
t r iv ia l cause , though c rea t ing endless a n n o y a n c e a n d in jury , h a s 
revived discussion of the ques t ion w h e t h e r a n end c a n n o t be p u t 
to s y m p a t h e t i c s t r i ke s and to t h e d a m a g e employer s a n d owners 
suffer from qua r r e l s a m o n g t h e workmen . 

Rows a m o n g workmen, w i th consequen t s toppage of work l as t 
year , resu l ted in very ser ious loss to the owne r s of t h e Syndica te 
Bui ld ing, and a d i spu te be tween t h e Board of W a l k i n g Delegates 
and a un ion not r ep resen ted in t h a t body a n d p robab ly because 
of t h a t fact, over a t r iv ia l piece of work, the fixing of the t he r ­
mos ta t , h a s tied u p work on the Columbia College bui ld ings a n d 
public school bui ldings . U n d e r such condi t ions the con t rac to r s 
a re helpless aud there seems to h a v e g rown up a de te rmina t ion to 
m a k e a change whereby the men can be compelled to r e spec t 
the i r obl igat ions to the i r employers w h a t e v e r differences t hey 
m a y have a m o n g themselves . W i t h this object in v iew t h e M a s ­
ter S t e a m - P i t te rs ' h a v e required thei r men to en te r into new rules 
providing for t h e direct negot ia t ion be tween them, and the fol­
lowing c i rcu la r h a s been issued by the Mason Bui lde r s ' Asso­
ciat ion to o ther employers ' assoc ia t ions In the bui ld ing t r a d e s : 

At a meeting of the Mason Builders' Association, heid at the Building 
Trades' Club, to consider the unjust action of the Board of Walking Dele­
gates in removing ail the employees from the Columbia College buildiugs. 
now being erected by Norcross Brothers, one of the members of this Asso­
ciation, this body resolved, after thoroughly investigating thia particular 
case, and after the consideration they had given the question ot the strike 
between the Plumbers' aud Steam Fitters' Unions on the thermostatic 
control which culminated in the removal of the employees at the Columbia 
College buildings, the Mason Builders' Association decided to make ah 
earnest eHort to bring about a different condition of things in the building 
industry and to curtail the power of the Board of Walking Delegates, so 
often arbitrarily exercised. 'To bring about this desired end the Association 
passed the following resolutions: 

'•Resolved, That in order to secure peace in the building trades by avoid­
ing sympathetic and other strikes, and for establishing a permanent arbi­
tration board to settle the differences which may hereafter arise in the 
building industry, this body decides that It shall affiliate Itself with other 
building interests tor the mutual beneflt of employers aud employees." 

A commit tee , composed of O. M. Eidl i tz , Char les T. Wil ls a n d 
H u g h Get ty w a s appo in ted a t the m e e t i n g ment ioned to give ef­
fect to th i s resolut ion. 

These m o v e m e n t s h a v e a l ready led to conferences t h a t m a y end 
in a r b i t r a t i o n of the point in d i spu te ; bu t it r e m a i n s to be seen 
w h e t h e r the employers will pers i s t in the i r d e m a n d for a thor ­
ough re form of the i r re la t ions w i th t h e i r employees . " B r e a k i n g 
up the Board of W a l k i n g De lega tes , " a n d "f ight ing to t h e d e a t h , " 
h a v e i i i therto, a s far a s the bui ld ing t r a d e s a r e concerned , been 
p h r a s e s selected for the i r p ic tu resque qual i t ies r a t h e r t h a n for 
the i r re la t ion to in tended fac t ; b u t th i s t ime it m a y b e different. 

F r o m wi th in the r a n k s of the employers a p l an h a s been ou t ­
lined which, if it could be ca r r i ed out, would provide excel lent 
m a c h i n e r y for the se t t l emen t of d i spu tes a n d en t i re ly do a w a y 
wi th s t r ikes , s y m p a t h e t i c or o therwise . T h e a u t h o r of t h i s plan. 
is Mr. Char les A, Cowen. Briefly, it is t h a t each t r a d e should 
havft a n o rgan iza t ion on the l ines of t h a t of t h e m a s o n bui lders , 
which h a s i ts own commi t t ee of a rb i t r a t i on . T h e r e should t h e n 
be formed a n o rgan iza t ion of t h e un i ted bui ld ing t r a d e s , com­
posed of two m e m b e r s from each t r a d e associa t ion , a n employer 
a n d a w o r k m a n . Th i s board should ac t a s a boa rd of a p p e a l to 
t a k e up all ques t ions t h a t c a n n o t be se t t l ed by t h e ind iv idua l 
assoc ia t ions a n d i t s decisions should be b ind ing on all pa r t i e s . 
T h e board should appoin t a s i ts c h a i r m a n a p r o m i n e n t m e m b e r 
of t h e bench or o the r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e publ ic m a n . Th i s s u g g e s ­
tion is w o r t h y of t h e m o s t careful cons idera t ion . I t will b e seen. 
t h a t t h e boa rd of a r b i t r a t i o n composed a s descr ibed would conta in 
wi th in itself a l l t he technica l knowledge a n d ai l the o the r ele­
m e n t s for r e ach ing proper decisions and such decisions could not 
fail of h a v i n g we igh t wi th fa i r -minded people. 

Protection from Palling Tools and Materials. 
T h e resu l t of conferences upon t h e bill for t h e pro tec t ion of pe ­

des t r i ans , a l luded to l a s t week, a n d which requi red a l l exposed 
sides of ce r t a in bui ld ings in course of erect ion to be t igh t ly en ­
closed, is t h e following compromise , which w a s ag reed upon be­
fore the Mayor by Mr. E r n e s t Eid l i tz , Counsel for t h e Mason 
Bui lde r s ' Associa t ion a n d o ther t r a d e o rgan iza t ions , a n d Mr. 
R i c h a r d Deeves . 

Whenever buildings shall be erected or Increased to over flfty-flve-(55) 
feet in height, upon or along any street in thia city, the owner constructing 
or vepalrlng such buildings, shall have erected and maintained during such 
construction or repair, a shed over sidewalk in front of said premlsaa, 
extending from building line to curb, the same to be properly, strongly and 
lightly constructed, so as to protect pedestrians and others using such. . 
streets, from the fall of tools, brick, or other material. 

Whenever outside scaffolds are required to carry on the construction of 
buildings over seventy teet in height, whether the same be conatructed by 
poles or thrust-out scaffold, there shall be erected on Its outer edge and 
cuds and enclosure of wire netting of not over 2-Iuch mesh, or of boards of 
uot less than % Inch thick, placed not over 1'^ Inch apart, well secured to 
uprights uot less than 2 In. x •* in., fastened to planks or timbers, and 
resting on put-logs or thrust-outs. The said enclosure to be carried up at • 
least five feet In advance above the level on which the workmen employed 
on said front are working. The said thrUBt-outa shall not be legs than 
3 In. X 19 in., ot spruce or yellow pino, and to t>s doubled or tripled as may 
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