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EITHER in commercial nor financial circles is there any ac-
tivity, or extraordinary signs of renewed enterprise. The
jog-trot is still the favorite pace, but that is one that does not
encourage the use of any high descriptive power;everyone knows
what it means without any elaborate explanations. One feature
in the situation that cannot be disregarded is the gold export
movement. The amount to go this week, it must be confessed, is
surprisingly large, considering the large trade balance in our
favor, shown by last reports. Not only is this so, but it is esti-
mated in quarters entitled to credit that before this movement
is ended between $30,000,000 'and $40,000,000 will be shipped. It
is explained partly by the large purchases made abroad under
the stimulus of anticipated increased tariffs and partly by the
sale of securities by Europe in this market. There are no other
reasons why gold should go abroad at this time. The hypothesis
that we are loaning money abroad is not supported by the con-
dition of the European money markets, where the rates are, if
anything, lower than our own. A strong stock market under
heavy gold shipments is always an anomaly. At this moment
there is some excuse for it in the facts that there has been so
very little speculation for so long a time that the scare of a
couple of weeks ago shook out the very timid holders, and that
other holders of securities have shown such a determination to
cling to their holdings. But a heavy and protracted gold export
movement will inevitably bring prices down in the long run by
reason of the great and pervading disturbance that a shifting of
the precious metal from one side of the Atlantie to the other al-
ways causes. This movement ought to have one good result,
however; it ought to recall to people’s minds the object of the
great political battle of last year. Although the forces of fraud-
money were defeated, the victors seem to have neglected alto-
gether to take advantage of the victory. Nothing is being done
to reform our currency, and our friends abroad will not touch
our securities so long as this is the case. Had there been a
hearty attempt to deal with this very serious problem, we would
not be shippng gold to-day. The help that can be looked for
from Congress is very little, apparently. Isit any wonder, there-
fore, that business drags and that capital is timid?
—_—

VEN those who have most severely condemned the recent
Hellenistic movement will be glad to learn that the Powers
have decided to intervene and save the Grecian people from fur-
ther suffering and humiliation. The lesson they are learning
has gone far enough, not only for their own good, but also to act
as a warning to the most disaffected of the Balkan States. No
one can want to see a condition arise which would make it diffi-
cult to get the Turk over the Thessalian border again. This
war, which is now occupying so much attention, ought to have
a lesson alse for the foolish people who have, for a couple of
years or go, been crying out for the suppression of the Turk.
The admirable way in which the Greek attack on Turkey was
repulsed and the would-be invader invaded ought to show them
that the discipline of the Turk would have to be very carefully
undertaken and could not be achieved except with great sacri-
fice of life and treasure. His recent success is not likely to in-
crease his humility, while the experience he ig gaining at this
moment will be very valuable from a military point of view.
King George’simitation of Dr.Jim’s raid will not land himin Hol-
loway jail, more’s the pity, but he will doubtless have hereafter
plenty of opportunity to regret his folly and to mourn the de-
parture of the day of the regal swashbuckler, The unsettled
condition of affairs in the East has caused the postponement
of the issue of two large Government loans, one for Austria and
one for Russla, and added to this direct effect must be the great

indirect effect of restrained enterprise on all sides. Further evi-
dences of the unsatisfactory state of affairs in South Africa
come to hand from day to day. The French Bank of South
Africa, formed two years ago, with great flourishing of trumpets,
to assist Parisian mining speculation, has paid no dividend, and
is now being incorporated with the Banque Internationale and
French Mines d’Or et Exploration Company, with a loss of thirty
per cent of the original capital, that is to say, only seventy per
cent of the stocks of the absorbing companies are given for 100
per cent of that absorbed. British iron and steel manufacturers
seem to have accepted it as inevitable that they must now count
the United States with Belgium and Germany among their com-
petitors in their home market, but the amount of competition the
British manufacturer can suffer and still survive does him
great credit. Of ten millions of cedulas and ready money voted
by the Argentine Congress for the relief of the distressed agri-
culturists in the provinces of Santa Fe and Entre Rios, only
seven millions were applied for, proving that the reports of loss
of crops in those provinces were exaggerated. It i8 not ex-
pected that the exports of wheat from the Argentinas will be
much less this year than they were in 1896,
——
A CCORDING to the recently announced opinion of Corpora-
tion Counsel Scott, the Department of Buildings has noth-
ing to do with the administration of the Raines Law, that it need
not go about inquiring whether a hotel has partitions of a cer-
tain thickness, or windows of a certain area. In this Mr. Scott
seems to have endorsed the opinion of the attorney to the De-
partment. But he goes further, and, disagreeing with the attor-
ney to the department, declares that it is not necessary for the
department to inquire, or the applicant to state, when application
for a permit to erect or alter a building for hotel purposes is
made, whether liquors are to be sold in the building or not. The
two lawyers agree in this, that the Raines Law places no duty
upon the Department of Buildings that has not heretofore ex-
isted. The definition of a hotel is simply a definition for the
purpose of the liquor-tax law; that is to say, a hotel in which
liquor is not sold need not have any of the requirements of the
liguor tax law. This simplifies the matter somewhat for owners
and architects. Further, if Mr. Scott is right in his separate con-
tention, that the Superintendent has no right to refuse a permit
for a hotel building or eonversion of a building into a hotel, if
the plans submitted therefor comply with the building law, it
will not be necessary to regard the Raines Law at all, except in
the probabilities that, should it be the intentiom to apply for a
license o sell liquor in such hotel when built or converted, the
Excise Commissioners may require some evidence of the strue-
tural requirements of the liquor law having been complied with
before granting it. As to what are known as “Raines Law ho-
tels,” neither the law nor its interpretation by the Corporation
Counsel or attorney to the Department of Buildings, offers any
comfort to the owners of these except what may be found in the
view that it is not required of the Department of Buildings that
it should set on foot an investigation to detect and expose them.
The whole position seem to be this; that there is a difference be-
tween a hotel in which liguor is sold and one in which it is not.
The Raines Law subjects hotels in whieh liquor is sold to the
building law requirements and certain other structural condi-
tions, with which, however, the Department of Buildings has
nothing to do, and those in which a liquor business is not car-
ried on need only comply with the building law requirements re-
lating to hotels.
—_—
HERE is a quiet discussion going on as to the advisability
of forming a United Building Trades, composed of repre-
sentatives of the different employers’ and employees’ associa-
tions, in order to find a more sensible mode of arranging dis-
putes than by means of strikes, sympathetic and otherwise, and
lockouts. The committee, appointed some time gince by the
Mason Builders’ Association to confer with other organizations,
has been working steadily, and has received some encourage-
ment. A proposition of this kind involves a good many delicate
questions which ‘have to be carefully considered, but, so far, it
hag been received very favorably, even though not at once
adopted. Omne of the largest employers’ associations in the trade,
the Architectural Ironworkers' Association, last week informally
endorsed the principle involved—that of arbitration by a cen-
tral representative body of bosses and men—though postponing
formal action until they were fully supplied with details. There
is no doubt, so far as the employers are concerned, they would
be glad to see their way clear to joining in any movement which
would provide a rational way of dealing with disputes between
themselves and their employees. If they do not at once adopt
the suggestion now made it is because they doubt whether the
men can be brought to see its wisdom also, and think it is use-
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lesg to join the movement, so long as that is in doubt; or it may
be, and probably is the case, that some fear they might offend
the Board of Walking Delegates and suffer as a consequence.
Where these doubts exist they show a very poor spirit and ques-
tionable judgment. In order to get the matter fairly started
there must be pledges of support, and they must begin with the
employers. The bringing of the men into line, while it will prob-
ably be a work of some difficulty, ought to be possible, seeing
what 4 good case can be presented to them. It is highly prob-
able that the men are as sick of the present clumsy and ugly
methods of settling trade disputes, with their consequent in-
con'veniences and losses of pay, as the masters, and that it will
only need that the latter show they are acting in good faith in
their attempts at reform to gain the hearty co-operation of the

former. g
—_—————————

N g list of new laws, which comes down from Albany, is the
following: ‘Chapter 353.—By Senator Page, entitled, An act
to regulate the height of buildings in the City of New York,
amendatory and supplemental to Chapter 454 of the Laws of
1885, entitled, An act to regulate the height of dwelling houses
in the City of New York.” It is very difficult to pursue the iden-
tity of a bill into the act condition, but the title here given is
the same as that of Senate bill No. 741, introduced by Mr. Page,
and, presumably, this is the one included in the laws of this
year. This bill as last published provides that dwelling-houses,
except that they be fire-proof or contain one or more elevators,
shall not exceed seventy feet in height on streets and avenues
not exceeding seventy feet in width, nor eighty feet upon streets
and avenues exceeding seventy feet in width. The bill then goes
on to say:

Section 3. The helght and extent of every other bullding and part of a
building hereafter erected in the city of New York shall be restricted and
limited so that every part of such building, including attics, cornices, man-
gards or any other projection to sald building, except as hereinafter pro-
vided, shall be within and below any line drawn from the opposite side of
any street abutting or adjacent thereto, commencing at a point in the street
line of such street on that side of the street farthest from such building at
a height of thirty feet above the curb level, and thence inclining toward
and over the site of such building with a slope rising two feet for every one
foot of distance from said street line. In the case where the proposed build-
ing is to be erected upon a corner lot at the intersection of streets of dif-
ferent widths, the width of the wider street may be used in determining the
height of the building for a distance along the narrower street not exceed-
ing ninety feet from the intersection of the narrower street, from which
latter point the width of narrower street shall be used in limiting the height
of said building. Chimneys and flues for the discharge of smoke and im-
pure air shall be exempt from the aforesaid limitation of height, and spires,
domes, towers and similar structures solely for ornamental purposes, or
used only for the holding of water tanks and water, or bells, clocks, and
ventilating shafts, and not made fit for or used for any other storage, or
for habitation or manufacturing or business purposes, may be extended
above the limits, as herein in this section provided; and any such structure,
projecting beyond the limits as in this section provided, shall not include
or contain either in its comstruction or contents any combustible maftter

whatever.
Section 4. The word ‘‘street,” in this act, wherever used, should be con-

strued to mean and include any public street, avenue, place, park, highway
or waterway, and in all cases where the width of any public street, avenue,
place, park, highway or waterway exceeds eighty feet, the points from which
the measurements shall be taken in limiting the height of such building
shall not be distant more than eighty feet from the nearest side of the street.

Then follow some provisions against the use of the exten-
slons beyond the restrictive limits of buildings, for storing com-
bﬁs_tible material and for giving the Superintendent of the De-
partment of Buildings power to enforce the act. The bill is one
of those thought impossible to go through the Legislature, and
certainly included in Assemblyman Austin’s statement, made to
our Albany representative early last month, that no bill gener-
ally limiting the height of buildings would be further considered
during the session. The records of the bills examined by the
Mayor do not show that this bill was ever submitted to Mayor
Strong for his approval. Consequently, if it has got upon the
statute books, it will be inoperative because of the fact that it
had mot complied with the provision of the State Constitution.
that all bills affecting New York City, after being passed by the
Legislature, shall be submitted to the Mayor of the city for his
approval. If, however, as we surmise, the whole thing is a mis-
take, it will be another illustration of the extraordinary con-
fusion that exists at all times in the legislative halls at Albany.

= ————

Information Wanted.

We _‘sh'all be glad to recelve from our readers notes of any his-
torical information they may possess concerning the course or
development of Real Estate, Building and Architecture in New
York City, during the past quarter of a ecentury. Which was the
first iron-front building?. Where were the several modern build-
ing materials first used? Which was the first building to be il-
luminated by its own eleetrie light plant? TUpon these and sim-
ilar matters we would like to receive light. Address Record and
Guide, (Editor Historical Review), 14 and 16 Vesey street.

The Status of This Year's Legislation,

Albany, April 30.—Governor Black informed the newspaper cor-
respondents yesterday that he would not act upon the Greater
New York charter before next week; nor, indeed, act upon any
bills the present week.

The clerks of the Senate and the Assembly, as well as the Gov-
ernor’s clerks, have been busy ever since the legislature adjourned
on Saturday last, trying to learn the titles and number of bills
left on the Governor’s hands. It is estimated that Mr. Black will
have fully 800 bills for consideration before him, all of which
must be disposed of within 30 days from the date of adjournment.
The legislature passed nearly all of these bills the final ten days
of the session, and nearly all “by unanimous consent,” since the
Senators and Assemblymen did not respond to their names when
the roll was called on bills.

A large part of the New York City bills are still in the hands
of Governor Black. Below 1s the present position of the chief
bills:

IN THE GOVERNOR'S HANDS; ACCEPTED BY CITY—ASSEMBLY.

1698.—Mathewson.—Giving title to public place at Tremont ave-
nue.
T57.—T. F. Myers—In relation to opening streets.
1534.—Austin—Lectures to workingmen and women.
1402.—Public park at East 181st street and Sedgwick avenue.
1889.—H. T. Andrews—Acceptance of building for Criminal
Courts.
1451.—Austin—Prividing for four high schools.
1781.—Austin—Providing for East River bridge approaches.
1430.—Mathewson—For the improvement of Washington ave-
nue, from 3d avenue to Pelham avenue, at East 159th street.
2203.—Austin—Appropriation for Department of Charities and
Correction, X
1980.—Austin—Amending the building acts.
1934.—Austin—Improvement of the drives and parks of the city
authorized.
1158 —Mathewson—Providing a bridge over the Bronx, between
Williamsbridge and Woodlawn Station.
1253.—Mathewson—Alteration of section
24th Ward maps.
1477.—Mathewson—Opening of a public place bhetween East
161st street and East 162d street.
895.—Mathewson—Providing a bridge over the Bronx at BEast
177th street and Tremont avenue.
1450.—Austin—To provide for laying additional water mains.
950.—Reinhard—Payment for approaches to 3d avenue bridge.
2277T.—Austin—Extension of Metropolitan Museum of Art.
1632.—Austin—Vesting the title in the city to certain lands.
2371.—Austin—Giving certain powers to the Street Cleaning De-
partment.

10, of the 23d and

IN MAYOR STRONG'S HANDS—ASSEMBLY.

1475.—Finn—Increasing number of public baths.

1028.—T. F. Myers—Providing for repaving of Ninth avenue.

2558.—Austin—To provide for the acquisition of certain lands
for public purposes.

2168.—Reinhard—Payment of the Croton Agqueduct damages.

2048.—Payment of balances to Department of Charities and
Correction.

53.—G. W. Meyer, Jr.—To create a division of ratification in
the Department of Finance.

2412, —Mathewson—Alteration of section 16 of maps of 23d and
24th Wards.

2457.—H. T. Andrews—Increasing the number of police magis-
trates.

2421 —Mathewson—Authorizing alteration of section 10 of maps
of 23d and 24th Wards.

1757.—Mathewson—Authorizing alteration of section 17 of
maps of 23d and 24th Wards.

2476.—Austin—Giving $5,000 a year for three years to Sheriff
on retiring from office.

2258.—Austin—To erect a public building for certain purposes.

2477 —Austin—Additional compensation for Sheriff.

2747 —Austin—To provide for payment of certain claims for
materials.

2270.—Mathewson—Relating to Depot place.

2226.—Mathewson—To establish Boscobel place.

2741.—Mathewson—For the improvement of Van Courtlandt
Park.

92551, —Gilliland—To amend the laws relative to engineers.

2428, —H, T. Andrews—Opening up of Lexington avenue, be-
tween 97th and 1024 streets.

2448 —Reinhard—Relative to proceedings to open streets.

2619.—Austin—To permit the College of the City of New York
to expend more money for land.

1159.—Meyer—To lay out East River Park, between 84th and
S9th streets.

§11.—Austin—Fort Washington Bridge road, commission duties,

1476.—Mathewson—To provide a bridge over Putnam Railroad.

2579.—Mathewson—To widen Mott avenue, from 161st street to
138th street.

1583.—Murphy—In relation to powers of common council

BILLS OF SENATE ACCEPTED.

T42.—Ahearn—To acquire title to park lands.
934, —Guy—To provide for completion of Willlamsbridge sewer
system.
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1150.—Ford—Relative to Improvement of Riverside Park.

1288 —Ford—Extension of Riverside Park to Boulevard Lafay-
ette.

733.—Improvement of Crotona Park.

634.—Guy—Relative to improvement of approach to Grand Bou-
levard.

954.—Ahearn—Erection of a building for court purposes.

1466.—Ford—Site for hospital purposes; authorizing a change.

1268.—Authorizing the issuing of $6,000,000 in dock bonds.

IN MAYOR'S HANDS —SENATE.

1081.—Burns—Bronx River Commission.

32.—Guy—Authorizing change of grade of East 162d street.

30.—Guy—Change of grade of 1534 street, from Railroad avenue
to Morris avenue.

1359.—Guy—Construction of a new bridge across the Harlem.

1364.—Guy—Widening BEast 161st street.

1113.—Page—For the improvement of the Bronx River.

508.—Page—To amend the building law.

1498, —TFoley—Authorizing Register to destroy chattel mort-
gages ten years old.

1472.—Ahearn—Providing for enclosures about buildings in
course of erection.

1488.—Guy—Omitting 139th street, east of Locust avenue, from
profile maps of 23d and 24th Wards.

1489.—Guy—To widen Wales avenue.

1493.—Guy—Providing a bridge at 153d street and the Harlem
River.

1575.—Page—Providing a Board of Appeal in the Building De-
partment.

1588, —Guy—Providing for the widening of East 149th street.

1282.—Guy—Providing for the extension of East 164th street.

1049 —Guy—In regard to the construction of tenement houses.

735.—Guy—Concerning school bonds and title to lands taken for
school purposes.

721.—Guy—Creating St. James' place.

522.—Guy—Providing for a railroad bridge at East 163d street.

387.—Coggeshall—To regulate auctioneers. .
—_——a

Stockbrokers' Diseases.
A PARIS PHYSICIAN'S VIEWS.

A good deal of interest has recently been excited in scientific
circles by some very clever and interesting observations made by
Dr. Gowing Middleton, of Paris (a well-known physician there),
on the special maladies affecting stockbrokers and others engaged
in the profession of finance. The doctor has pointed out that a
large number of American and English patients come to him suf-
fering from various symptoms, all pointing to a lowered nervous
force. We have obtained from the doctor his exact opinion as to
the chances of life for financiers and men engaged in business of
a similar kind. The doctor has a very large practice, which per-
haps accounts for his remarkable success, in cases of neurasthe-
nia, ete., well known to all dwellers in Paris, and being not only
an English M. D., but a doctor of the Faculte de Paris, and a
member of a number of other scientific and learned societies, he is
entitled to speak with authority on the subject.

“I have devoted some years,” says the doctor, “to the special
treatment of nervous diseases and affections of the digestive or-
gans, of the heart, liver, and all that is contained in the cranium
and the cavities of the chest and abdomen of a man, and this
brought me gradually a very large number of patients suffering
from maladies chiefly affecting the nervous system, the digestive
system and the hezart.

“Though it may sound strange, it is nevertheless a fact, which
I have demonstrated again and again, that there is all the differ-
ence between a New York stockbroker, a Chicago Board of Trade
operator, and a London stockbroker, as to the maladies from
which they suffer. Business men from Chicago almost invariably
suffer from a peculiar form of dyspepsia due to the climate in
which they live, influenced as it is by its proximity to Lake Michi-
gan. This produces dyspepsia of a kind that one does not see
very often in Europe, and affects also the throat; but it would be
out of harmony with received medical ideas to give symptoms of
this malady here. Suffice it to say that there are few miseries
more real and terrible to a business man than to feel that his ner-
vous system is shattered, that he is not up to the strain of his
business requirements; to have his stomach refusing to digest
food and having a constant craving for something to pull him up
and to fit him for the struggle and fight of financial life. New
Yorkers are not affected in precisely the same way as men from
Chicago. Directly a man tells me that he is from New York and
that he is engaged in stockbroking, I immediately apply the
stethoscope to the region of his heart, for heart failure is a com-
mon end of stockbrokers in New York, and Wall Street is not
unfrequently the scene of painful occurrences mentioned merely in
a paragraph the next day that Mr. So-and-so had fallen down
dead from heart failure the previous day. London stockbrokers are
more commonly affected with nervous diseases, giving rise often
to severe symptoms of a most painful kind.”

We asked the doetor how he accounted for the difference be-
tween the typical stockbroker and ordinary business man, and he
replied simply:

‘““More whiskey.”

“If you think for a moment," said the doctor, “of the life of a
London stockbroker: he lives probably in the suburbs; he rushes
off by the morning train to the city; the first thing he does is to
take a whiskey and soda; he meets a friend with whom he has

business relations, which means a second whiskey and soda;
number three turns up and it is whiskey and soda all around, and
by the time one o’clock arrives, when he should take a good
healthy meal, his nervous system is already excited and his stom-
ach half scorched by the whiskey that he has taken in the course
of his business through the morning. Is that man now in a state
to digest a good lunch, even if he would sit down to take it? But
thig latter event rarely happens. Hundreds and thousands take
perhaps a biscuit, or a bite of bread and cheese, or a sandwich,
and a London sandwich, that marvelous deception. You never
realize how dear meat is and how cheap mustard is till you get a
bite of it. Or if he takes a luncheon with one or two friends, then
often champagne is the beverage that is drunk. Then after lunch
eaten at twelve, or one or two (for the stockbroker is seldom
regular), washed down by strong wine preceded by stronger
liguors and followed by excitement, anxiety and worry, to keep
the spirits up, depressed by a falling market, more spirits are
poured down. What can you expect to be the ultimate state of
that man’s nerves and of that man’s stomach? Is it any wonder
that th: end so often is nervous exhaustion, sleeplessness, mental
depression, nervous palpitation, and a host of other symptoms
which inevitably lead to a horrible state of health which makes a
man’s nights and days a positive terror to himself and his
friends. Is it any wonder that such people so often end badly, or
if they live on to an elderly age shattered health is all that re-
mains and an incapacity to enjoy the fruits of their hard teil?
You may say this is a very black picture, and I know it is a black
one, but then, unfortunately, it is true. I have seen many and
many a man if he had only consulted me and followed my advice
five or ten years before, would have gained quite as much money
and have lived to enjoy his hard-won fortune; but, for the want
of a little rest at the proper moment, some check upon his life,
and trying to live in accordance with nature’s laws, he has gone
down to the shades beneath long before his time. The great evil
of to-day is the rate at which we live. The great and evergrowing
malady is that of the nervous centres, a tired brain, an excited
nervous system, a faulty digestion, and consequently a shortened
life. It is not drugging in the old popular sense that is useful In
these cases, but an enlightened medical hygieniec treatment, the
restoring by rest and other suitable medical means the lost
vital powers, and the obtaining of abundance of sleep. Few peo-
ple are aware how necessary sleep is to the business man, and if
a man needed seven hours’ sleep a hundred years ago he requires
nine hours now, yet sleeplessness is one of the most terrible mala-
dies of financiers to-day. Then these men fly to narcotics, or
drug themselves with so-called heart tonics, or keep themselveﬁ
up with cocktails or whiskey, and these are worse than the dis-
eage itself, and what can be more terrible than for a man who is
fighting for a fortune, while fighting for that fortune, to destroy
his own life? Within the past few months two great men in the
financial world have died at a comparatively early age. They
have left millions behind them, and yet now that they slumber in
the grave what does it avail to them the hard-lived life, the hurry
and haste after wealth hoarded up for others to enjoy? I remem-
ber one of the world’s greatest financiers who said to me: ‘Do you
think I have another twenty years to live, or even ten that I
can count upon? My reply was: ‘If you live the next ten years as
fast as you have lived the last ten you will have a difficulty to
struggle through them, and in the end wish that you had not at-
tempted it.’

“What do you say Is the best thing for a man engaged in the
financial profession to do?”

“Well,” replied the doctor, ‘there is one thing In the usual
stockbroker’s life which is his salvation. It is the amount of exer-
cise that most of them take. You may count, roughly speaking,
that there are about 6,000 stockbrokers in London. A very large
proportion of them are gentlemen accustomed from youth to h.orse
exercise, to hunting, to shooting, and other manly sports, and 1t is
the frequent visits to the country, the horse exercise and the
active life which prevents thousands of them from becoming old
before their time and from losing their health or life. The rate
at which we are living in the life of great cities must sooner or
later bring about a state of things which will inevitably lead to
the final ruin of the mental forces and the nervous vigor of peo-
ple. It is well known that cockneys who are born and pass thelr
lives in London do not reach to the fourth generation.”

“Do I understand, doctor, that you are a teetotaler?”

“Not at all; a small quantity of good light wine is the best thing
for anybody. I have no sympathies with any fads; I leave fads
for those who have time for them, My one business in life and
my one aim is to make men and women as well in health as I
can, to live as long as they can and as happily as they can. This
is all T care for. I consider the tea drinking in England and
America is the cause of much nervous trouble, though of a differ-
ent kind, as whiskey drinking; but when you take tea drinking
or whiskey drinking plus the nervous strain and the mental ex-
citement of a stockbroker’s life, then you have got together fac-
tors which will sooner or later break down the strongest nervous
svstem and make a wreck of the noblest man that ever stood forth
in the front of life's battle.”

sy e ime
Indices and Gopies Wanted.

Two dollars each will be pald for copies of Indices to Volume 41,
delivered at our office in good condition. Also wanted, copies Nos.
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, published in 1868, and Nos. 616, 668, 1142, 1205
and 1206.
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News in Brief,

The bill for changing the limit of height in non-fireproof build-
ings, from 70 to 75 feet, has been approved by Mayor Strong.

Mayor Strong has approved the bill authorizing the Board of
Revision and Assessment to determine the damages caused by
the changes of grades of 153d and 162d streets.

A bill providing that one-half the cost of widening East 161st
street, from Elton avenue to Mott avenue, shall be paid by the
city, has been signed by Mayor Strong.

Another bill has been passed by the Illinois Legislature by which
the Torrens system of land transfer and certification may be ap-
plied to Cook County after popular approval.

By a recent ordinance all permits for stands within the stoop-
line are to be good for one year from their several datzss, instead
of renewable on or before July 1st of each year.

The tree-planting ordinance has been modified so that in streets
forty feet wide the trees shall be planted on the sidewalk or foot-
path and within 18 inches of the curbstone; in streets 80 feet and
more wide trees shall be planted within two feet of the curbstone.

Mayor Strong will give a public hearing on Thursday next, the
Gth, at 3:30 p. m., on the bill to abolish the Board of Examiners
and substitute in its place a Board of Appeal, consisting of the
Superintendents of the Building and Fire Departments and three
others—an architect, an engineer and a builder—selected by the
Mayor.

Among recent Supreme Court-Appellate Division rulings is one
that the fact that a morigagee was forbidden by statute to loan
more than 50% of the value of the property would not render a
mortgage void. This defense was set up in the case of the
Washington Life Insurance Co. v. Clason, to recover the amount
of a mortgage upon the old Sweeny hotel property on Chatham
and Duane streets.

The Department of Public Works warns plumbers to whom
licenses have been issued to make water connections, against per-
mitting otkers to use their licenses and to do the work of master
plumbers without holding a certificate of competency from the
Examining Beard of Plumbers, or who disregard the regulations
made regarding the use of Croton water and connections made
with sewers and drains. Penalty for disregarding this warning
will be the revocation of the license of the offender.

Gen. Collis states in a report recently published that on Broad-
way there are 26 blocks without sewers, and 12 blocks with
sewers on one side only. On 5th avenue, from Waverley place to
50th street, there are 43 blocks wholly or partly without sewer-
age. These are now being provided with sewers under a contract
which is progressing simultaneously with the laying of the two
large water-mains. On Lexington avenue there are 27 blocks
without sewers. There are altogether 217 sections of streets in
the built-up portion of the city which are without sewerage., Per-
fect sanitation cannot be assured until all these intermissions and
omisgions in our sewer system are eradicated by building the
NEeCcessary Sewers.

_ In the following table will be found the kinds and the several
areas of paving land in this city south of the Harlem River on
December 31st last:

Square
yards. Miles.
Oblong granite-blocKks ........cciiieenencnarcnnnnss 3,642,873 164.31
Square granite-blocks .... ... .....cciiiien sanaanian. 543,915 17.29
Oblong trap-blocks ,........ O KOt A0S O COCEOD 00N SeOnn0 993,680 b61.74
Square trap-blocks ........ T A e e . 1,320,358 45.85
DI C1A010) | S st n D OO e B OBOGOR OO o0 SO oD OGO ea 1,401 .26
HheetFasphalbit o i e b el e e s als st 1 ITOR 143 91.51
Block aSphalt ...c.icjisssrss sons v alliate s s = v e e e e 24,707 1.33
LT GIhl o dnsrannon ooo0aRa06060 Gee Bot e SRR T S 1,013 .08
R, 5 oo oaonna0n 0000000 b a00 0aa 0000 nosontatb Ao om0t 973,091 18.96
LY D DA AR O D S oE o T e Tl 9,209.090 391.95

The National Society of Mural Painters held its annual dinner
April 20th, in a parlor at the “Arena,” the Honorary President,
Mr. John Lafarge, and the First Vice-President, Mr. Frederic
Crowninshield, who acted as Master of Ceremonies, occupying re-
spectively the opposite ends of the table. A large number of
invited guests of the kindred professions of Architecture and
Sculpture, as well as the Art of Letters, were present, and under
the deft leadership of Mr. Crowninshizld, after the cigars and
coffee had arrived, many informal speeches were made, With a
few introductory remarks in regard to the Mural Painters and
their work, Mr. Crowninshield spoke of the “Lazarus Scholar-
ship' of Mural Painting, and a letter he had just received from
Mr. Breck, the first beneficiary, who has but recently taken up
hia residence In Rome. He then introduced the Honorary Presi-
dent, who spoke forcibly of the question of the American artist’s
point of view and his distinct and legitimate right to it. He was
followed by Mr. W. W. Taylor, President of the Municipal Art
Soclety, of Cincinnati, whose society has just undertaken the
decoration in part of the City Hall of that city, the prize drawings
for which, by Mr. Otto W. Beck, were hung as 'pa.rt of the decora-
tions of the room. Mr. Taylor was in turn followed by Messrs.
Walter Cook, Geo. B. Post, Frank Miles Day, of Philadelphia; C.
Howard Walker, of Boston; Prof. W. R. Ware, Henry Rutgers
Marshall, J. Q. A, Ward, F. S. Lamb, and Edward Simmons, rep-
resentatives of the various professions forming the Allied Arts,
all of whom spoke in the interest of the “unity of the work,"”
whether from the point of view of the mural painter, the sculptor
or the architect.

Notice to Property Owners.

The assessments for the following have been completed and can
be examined in the office of the Board of Assessors. Objections
must be presented by May 29. The lists will be transmitted on
the same day to the Board of Revision and Correction of As-
sessments for confirmation:

Sewers :

163d st, Amsterdam av to Edgecombe road.

Alterations and improvement in Morris st, bet Greenwich st and
Broadway, and a new sewer in Broadway, w s, bet Union st and
Exchange alley.

" s 8 @

178th st, Creston to Ryer av.

160th st., Cauldwell to Prospect av.

142d st, Powers av to Southern Boulevard.

131st st, St Ann’s to Willow av. Verified elaims relative to ac-
quiring title to any of the above must be presented by May 19
on which day hearings will begin.

T ® 2 =

Daly av, 176th to 1824 st, Kingsbridge road.

Grant av, 161st to 170th st.

180th st, 3d av, to Bronx River.

Van Courtlandt av, from Jerome av to Mosholu Parkway.

176th st, Jerome to Monroe av.

Martha av, 235th st to north line 24th Ward.

187th st, from Concourse to Valentine av.

171st st, Brook av to Crotona Park.

174th st, Jerome av to Vanderbilt av West.

175th st, 3d av to Boston road. Application will be made on
May 7 for the appointment of Commissions of Estimate and As-
sessment relative to acquiring title to the above.

Walton av, 167th st to Tremont av.

Woodlawn road, Jerome ay to Bronx Park.

Topping st, Claremont Park to 176th st.

Weeks st, Claremont Park to Grand Boulevard and Concourse.

168th st, Marcher to Boscobel av.

230th st, Riverdale av to Broadway. Verified claims must be
presented by May 13. Hearings will begin on May 18.

3d av, drawbridge, etc., over the Harlem River, fourth sepa-
rate estimate and agssessment completed, and abstract of same
with maps, ete., filed for examination. Verified objections must be
presented by May 27. The report will be submitted for con-
firmation on June 22.

_———

Obituary.

Matt. Taylor, for many years largely identified with the asphalt
and concrete industries, died at his home in this eity on April 27,
aged 68 years. Mr. Taylor was a self-made man. He was a civil
engineer by profession, having graduated from the Glasgow Uni-
versity, and in his lifetime built many railroaas in the United
States. He was at one time manager, and afterwards the presi-
dent, of the Racine & Mississippi Railroad, and for many years
an active member of the New York Stock Execnange, having been
a member of the brokerage firm of Stoker, Taylor & Co. Mr.
Taylor was the original and first importer of Trinidad asphalt to
this country, and it was largely by his endeavors that that ma-
terial became a prominent factor for paving purposes here. For
the past twenty-five or thirty years he made the use of concrete
for sidewalks and pavements a scientific study, and he attained
great success in that line, in fact, wherever the use of concrete
was made for these purposes, the name of Matt Taylor was
known. For the last five years, owing to ill-health, he had re-
sided in Florida. The building manufacturing trades lose in Mr.
Taylor a man of rare ability and one also of sterling integrity.
Three sons survive him.

John R. Graham, well known in lumber and building circles in
this city, died suddenly on Monday last, in the 41st year of his
age. He was seized by apoplexy at the corner of 42d street and
Lexington avenue at noon, and died an hour after at the Flower
Hospital, whither he had been carried. His loss is mourned by
a large circle of business friends.

—
Personal.

Architect W. Ormiston Tait has removed his office from No.
1236 Madisor avenue to more commodious quarters, at the north-
west corner of Madison avenue and S89th street.

In this same building, at the northwest corner of Madison ave-
nue and S9th street, is now to be found Architect and Builder
Thomas Graham, who moved from the southwest corner of the
seme streets.

Homer W. Presdee, real estate agent, has just opened an
office in the building on the northwest corner of 59th street and
Columbus avenue. Mr. Presdee’s old office, which he gave up
about a year ago, though continuing in the real estate business,
was at the corner of STth street and Columbus avenue.















































































































